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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The 52nd Meeting of the Multinational Advisory Group (MAG)
took place on 15th October 2024 in RACVIAC – Centre for
Security Cooperation in Croatia.

The Meeting was organized under the chairmanship of the
Republic of Türkiye and was chaired by Ambassador İlhan
Saygılı, MAG Chairperson, Director General for the Balkans
and Central Europe in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Türkiye. It was marked by fruitful discussions on
the Centre’s progress, future objectives, and the security
challenges currently facing South-Eastern Europe.

After the Opening and Adoption of the Agenda, RACVIAC
Director H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie gave a
reflection on the Director’s Interim Report which provided
MAG participants with relevant information and highlight
RACVIAC achievements during the reported period.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed deep gratitude to the
Republic of Türkiye and Ambassador İlhan Saygılı for their
exemplary leadership and successful Chairmanship and also
for the warm hospitality during the April 2024 meeting in
Istanbul.

He warmly welcomed the Republic of Albania and
Ambassador Ardiana Hobdari, who will assume the role of
MAG Chairperson for 2024/2025, commending Albania’s
commitment to leading RACVIAC into another productive
phase of regional cooperation and dialogue. Ambassador
Grigorie noted that Albania’s chairmanship is expected to
build on Türkiye’s successful tenure and continue fostering
meaningful progress for the organization.

Director of RACVIAC took the opportunity to emphasize the
organization’s resilience and continued focus on promoting
security and cooperation in the region. He reported that, in a
climate of uncertainty and global security challenges,
RACVIAC has implemented 17 out of the 26 planned activities
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for the year, surpassing participation numbers compared
to previous years.

In addition to official RACVIAC activities, Center has
persistently worked to enhance visibility and engagement
with our Associate Members and international partners,
thereby improving the quality of our operational
endeavors. In that regard, the Director conducted
meetings and discussions with prominent government
officials, including Ministers of Defense, Ministers of
Foreign Affairs, and other senior representatives from
Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Romania, and Hungary. These meetings
reaffirmed strong support for RACVIAC’s initiatives.

RACVIAC Director presenting Annual Report

RACVIAC’s participation in this year’s Antalya Diplomacy
Forum, along with the 25th Anniversary of SEEBRIG,
reaffirms the importance of our organization as a
recognized instrument in fostering dialogue and
promoting regional cooperation among our Members and
partners.

Among the key achievements of 2024, Ambassador
Grigorie emphasized the critical importance of RACVIAC
partnership with NATO, particularly in relation to the
“Gender Training of Trainers (GToT) Course” for the
Jordanian Armed Forces, organized upon NATO’s request.
This milestone was marked during the September GToT
Course, i.e. the 10th anniversary of RACVIAC leadership in
providing solutions in gender perspectives training.
Building on this, RACVIAC Mobile Education and Training
Team is conducting a similar course for the Tunisian Armed
Forces and has received a request from the Irish Defense
Forces regarding future collaboration.

Among RACVIAC’s activities conducted outside its
headquarters, noteworthy events include the Dayton Art
IV Course in Budva, Montenegro, Annual Meeting of
Defense and Security Committees from South-Eastern
European Parl iaments in Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the recently conducted Workshop on

Cyber and Hybrid Threats and Challenges in South East
Europe in Tirana, Albania. RACVIAC expresses gratitude to
its Member countries for hosting these events,
demonstrating strong support for the Center.

RACVIAC has also made strides in nuclear security,
collaborating with the U.S. Department of Energy to
address nuclear risks through initiatives like the “Insider
Threats Roundtable”. He announced that U.S. DTRA has
begun exploring the introduction of Counterproliferation
Training into the RACVIAC Programme, with Romania set to
h o s t t h e f i r s t P l e n a r y C o n f e r e n c e o n t h e
Counterproliferation Training Initiative in February 2025.

In addition to RACVIAC continued efforts in nuclear
security and defense cooperation, Ambassador Grigorie
noted the revival of the “Annual Meeting of Defense and
Security Committees from South-Eastern European
Parliaments”, held in Sarajevo after a five-year hiatus, with
encouraging signals from the Croatian Parliament to host
the event in 2025.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed particular pride in
RACVIAC work on energy security, highlighting the seminar
“Strengthening Energy Security in the EU’s Neighbouring
South-Eastern Countries,” supported by Romania.

Among RACVIAC’s activities conducted outside its
headquarters, noteworthy events include the Dayton Art
IV Course in Budva, Montenegro, Open Skies Treaty Course
in Hungary, Annual Meeting of Defense and Security
Committees from South-Eastern European Parliaments in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the recently
conducted Workshop on Cyber and Hybrid Threats and
Challenges in South East Europe in Tirana, Albania.

Looking ahead, RACVIAC strategic focus remains on long-
term projects, including the upcoming flagship event in
2025 on “Critical Infrastructure Protection Strategies” and
emerging fields like artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
and national security investigations. RACVIAC has
formalized new partnerships with the Euro-Atlantic
Resilience Center from Romania and the U.S. Civilian
Research and Development Foundation, enhancing its
capacity in critical infrastructure protection.

Director highlighted RACVIAC growing collaboration with
academic institutions, such as the University of Zagreb and
the Croatian Defence Academy.

He called on all Members and Associate Members to
continue providing essential support, both financially and
through seconding personnel, to ensure RACVIAC’s
ongoing success.

The Director concluded by expressing his deep
appreciation to all Members, Associate Members, and

MAG
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partners for their unwavering support, and acknowledged
the invaluable contributions of international staff. He
extended special gratitude to the Republic of Croatia,
RACVIAC host country, to hav ing the largest
representation in the staff and providing exceptional
support in terms of infrastructure and all other forms of
assistance.

He looked ahead with optimism, noting that RACVIAC will
celebrate its 25th anniversary next year—a milestone that
will provide an opportunity to reflect on its achievements
and renew its commitment to advancing security
cooperation in South-Eastern Europe.

The representatives complimented RACVIAC Director and
his staff on the continued efforts and expressed their
support for the Centre’s work.

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda, RACVIAC Programme
Managers presented the realization of the Programme
2024 and proposed the Programme 2025. This session
was aimed at providing detailed information about the
Annual Programme for 2025.

MAG Group Photo

Ambassador Ilhan Saygili and
Ambassador Constantin Mihail - Grigorie

MAG Meeting Participants

Furthermore, the information on the implementation of the
organizational structure and a brief overview of the
current RACVIAC personnel situation were provided.

Following this presentation Ambassador Saygıl ı
emphasized that staffing RACVIAC with qualified personnel
is the key to success and reminded that MAG considered
this to be a responsibility of its highest consideration and
that the “principle of regional ownership” shall be reflected
in a regionally balanced staffing of RACVIAC.

In addition, detailed information on RACVIAC Budget for
2024 as well as the draft Budget plan for 2025 and
projections until 2027 were presented.

MAG confirmed Ambassador Ardiana Hobdari, Director of
the Directorate of International Organizations in the
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Albania, as the new MAG Chairperson. At the same time,
MAG expressed its gratitude to the Republic of Türkiye for

the excellent job done during the MAG Chairmanship as
well as to Ambassador Ilhan Saygili for his exceptional
performance as the MAG Chairperson during the last two
MAG Meetings.

Ambassador Saygılıi congratulated on assuming MAG
Chairmanship, the third MAG Chairmanship for Albania and
closed the 52nd MAG Meeting thanking all the participants
for their engagement and contribution.

Following the Adoption of Conclusions, RACVIAC Director
gave a crystal plaque to Ambassador İlhan Saygılı as a sign
of gratitude for his Chairmanship of the MAG in
2023./2024.

The next MAG Meeting will be held in the Republic of
Albania in Mach 2025. The Republic of Albania will consider
the proposed date and confirm the exact date and venue
of the next MAG Meeting in due course of time.
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RACVIAC Director Meets with Albanian Minister of Defense

to Strengthen Cooperation and Discuss Future Engagement

Mr. Pirro Vengu and Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
the RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, held a
productive meeting with the Minister of Defense of the
Republic of Albania, Mr. Pirro Vengu, in Tirana today.
T h e m e e t i n g u n d e r s c o re d t h e exc e p t i o n a l
c o o p e ra t i o n b e t we e n A l b a n i a a n d R AC V I AC ,
highlighting Albania’s active role and continued
contributions to regional security and stability in
South East Europe (SEE).

Ambassador Grigorie expressed deep appreciation
for Albania’s long-standing commitment to RACVIAC,
noting the country’s key role in its evolution. From the
early days as a supporting country, Albania has
become its fully engaged and exemplary Member,
significantly contributing to RACVIAC mission. The

Director expressed heartfelt appreciation
for Albania’s consistent financial support,
noting the country’s increased annual
contributions which reflect its robust
dedication to RACVIAC mission.

The discussions underscored Albania’s
leadership within RACVIAC, with Minister
Vengu reaffirming support for the Centre’s
initiatives. Ambassador Grigorie thanked
Albania for its role as MAG Chair in 2012
and 2016, and for nominating Mrs. Ardiana
Hobdari as the incoming MAG Chair for
2024. Special recognition was made of
Major General (ret . ) Jeronim Bazo’s
service as RACVIAC Director, and in
regards to the contribution of Albania’s
secondee as Planning and Liaison Officer
for SEE.

H i g h l i g h t i n g A l b a n i a ’ s p r o a c t i v e
involvement the Director commended
Albania for hosting the ongoing RACVIAC
eve n t i n T i r a n a o n i n d i v i d u a l a n d
regionally-based cyber and hybrid threats
and challenges in SEE in collaboration with
the Military Academy “Mihailo Apostolski”
in Skopje. He emphasized the importance
of such init iatives in addressing the

evolving security challenges in the region.

Ambassador Grigorie also briefed the Minister on
RACVIAC upcoming activities for 2024, including a
planned conference on resilience and protection of
cr i t ica l in frastructure in 2025. He expressed
confidence in Albania’s leadership as it prepares to
assume the MAG Chairmanship.

The meeting concluded with a reaffirmation of the
strong partnership between RACVIAC and Albania.
Both parties noted with satisfaction that there are no
outstanding issues in their col laborat ion, and
Ambassador Grigor ie expressed grat i tude for
Albania’s unwavering support, dedication, and
cooperation.
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H.E. Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and H.E. Igli Hasani

Meeting between RACVIAC Director, Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, and Minister of Foreign

Affairs of the Republic of Albania, H.E. Igli Hasani

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC – Center for Security Cooperation, held a meeting
with H.E. Igli Hasani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Albania in Tirana. The meeting took place on the
sidelines of RACVIAC ongoing activities addressing the
critical issues of individual and regionally based cyber and
hybrid threatsandchallenges inSouthEast Europe (SEE).

The discussion emphasized the Republic of Albania’s
enduring partnership and active engagement in RACVIAC,
highlighting its central role in fostering security cooperation
across the region. Ambassador Grigorie commended
Albania’s consistent and growing contributions to RACVIAC
mission, stressing the country’s evolving leadership within
theOrganization.

During the meeting both Ambassador Grigorie and Minister
Hasani highlighted the importance of strengthening regional
partnerships in the face of increasingly complex security
threats. Ambassador Grigorie expressed his appreciation for
Albania’s proactive involvement in RACVIAC initiatives,
particularly the ongoing event hosted in Tirana in
cooperation with the Military Academy “Mihailo Apostolski”
fromSkopje, focusedoncyber and hybrid threats inSEE.

RACVIAC Director informed Minister Hasani about RACVIAC
2024 Programme and upcoming events, including the
“Conference on Resilience and Protection of Critical
Infrastructure” in spring 2025. He also expressed gratitude
for Albania’s nomination of Mrs. Ardiana Hobdari as the
incoming MAG Chairperson for 2024, signalling the
country’s continued dedication to advancing RACVIAC
goals. Contributions of Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director in 2018-2023 and Albania’s secondee in
RACVIACwerealsoacknowledged.

Minister Hasani reaffirmed Albania’s commitment to
bolstering regional security and cooperation, particularly in
the light of emerging cyber threats that require coordinated,
cross-border responses.

The meeting concluded on a positive note, with both
parties expressing confidence in Albania’s continued
leadership and its upcoming role as MAG Chair.
Ambassador Grigorie reaffirmed RACVIAC strong
partnership with Albania, emphasizing the importance
of their joint efforts in safeguarding regional stability
and security in South East Europe.
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COL Xuefeng Pan, Defence Attaché of the People’s Republic

of China, Visits RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation

Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to the Republic

of Croatia visits RACVIAC

On 10th October 2024, Colonel Xuefeng Pan, Defence
Attaché of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of
Croatia, visited RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation.
His host was Rear Admiral Predrag Stipanović, Deputy
Director of RACVIAC.

During the visit, RADM Stipanović informed COL Xuefeng
Pan on RACVIAC mission, history and the Organization’s
activities and Programme that fosters dialogue and
cooperation on security matters in South East Europe.

COL Pan thanked RADM Stipanović for the welcome and
informative briefings and praised the influence that
RACVIAC has on promoting regional stability and security.

NEWS

COL Xuefeng Pan and RADM P edrag Stipanovićr

Ambassador Hayriye Nurdan Erpulat Altuntaş and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

On Thursday, October 17, 2024, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director received
the Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to the
Republic of Croatia, H.E. Hayriye Nurdan Erpulat Altuntaş,
on her inaugural visit.

The primary agenda of the meeting included a
presentation of RACVIAC history, Programme 2024, past
cooperation with Türkiye and potential areas for

increasing future cooperation after which exploring
ways to improve cooperation between RACVIAC and
Türkiye were discussed.

Ambassador Grigorie seized the occasion to thank the
Republic of Türkiye for its unwavering support over the
previous 24 years. From RACVIAC founding to the
present, Republic of Türkiye has fulfilled all its
membership responsibilities as an active Member,
including chairing the Multinational Advisory Group
(MAG) in 2023/2024 for the second time to date,
contributing funds, hosting RACVIAC events, and sending
representatives on secondment. From 2015 to 2018
Turkish Ambassador H.E. Haydar Berk served as RACVIAC
Director.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed gratitude to the Ministry
of National Defense of the Republic of Türkiye for
providing RACVIAC with top-tier permanent position
officers in RACVIAC, that of CSE Pillar Programme
Manager, which is currently being filled by COL Kayhan
Turhan.

RACVIAC Director, furthermore, invited Ambassador
Altuntaş to consider the possibility of expanding Turkish -
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RACVIAC cooperation in terms of providing lecturers’
support in RACVIAC activities, financial support or
hosting activities, all with the aim of fostering security
dialogue and cooperation in South East Europe.

Ambassador A l tuntaş expressed grat i tude to
Ambassador Grigorie for the hospitality and emphasized
the significance of RACVIAC in promoting security and
dialogue in the region, highlighting its distinctiveness in
bringing together parties committed to transparent
collaboration on various security issues.

NEWSLETTER Issue 75

The Turkish Ambassador confirmed that her country will
continue contributing to RACVIAC mission of fostering
dialogue in the region.

H.E. Ambassador Altuntaş and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie
both expressed their commitment to continue
expanding the already very fruitful cooperation between
RACVIAC and Türkiye on areas and topics mutually
beneficial for all RACVIAC Members with the aim of
promoting security cooperation and dialogue in the
region.

RACVIAC Director participated in SEDM

Ministerial Meeting in Tirana

SEDM Meeting Participants

RACVIAC - Cent re for Secur i ty Coopera t ion ,
represented by its Director, Ambassador Constantin
Mihail Grigorie, took part in the Annual South-Eastern
Europe Defense Ministerial (SEDM) Meeting, held in
Tirana from 5th to 6th November 2024. This high-level
event gathered defense ministers and senior officials
from across the region to discuss critical security
issues and enhance regional cooperation in the face
of evolving global and regional challenges.

A key focus of this year's SEDM Ministerial Meeting
was the approval of a new SEDM project, the "SEDM –
Platform for Enhancing Member States' Resilience."
This project, aimed at improving resilience among
Members, was welcomed by all participants, with
Romania committing to lead the initiative over the
next two years, in cooperation with the Euro-Atlantic
Center for Resil ience (E-ARC). Al l participants
emphasized the impor tance of this in i t iat ive,
encouraging Members to take advantage of the
extensive opportunities it offers through direct
participation, tailored to their national needs and
availability.

I n h i s a d d re s s t o t h e S E D M
Ambassador Grigorie expressed
RACVIAC deep gratitude to the
Republic of Albania for hosting the
event and commended Romania
for its exemplary leadership during
its Chairmanship of the SEDM
process. He highlighted Romania’s
guidance through a period marked
by signi f icant global secur i ty
shifts, emphasizing the value of
regional unity in addressing these
challenges.

He reaffirmed RACVIAC steadfast commitment to
foster ing dia logue, col laborat ion, and mutual
understanding on security matters across South-
Eastern Europe. He noted RACVIAC success in
implementing 19 out of 26 planned activities for
2024, with increased participation compared to
previous years, underscoring the region's collective
dedication to advancing stability and capacity-
building efforts.

Director of RACVIAC underscored the impact of the
ongoing war of aggression waged by Russia against
Ukraine, noting that it has dramatically altered the
European security landscape. He stressed that
s t re n g t h e n e d re g i o n a l c o o p e ra t i o n t h ro u g h
initiatives like SEDM is crucial in preventing further
conflict escalation and promoting stability.

Highlighting RACVIAC focus on key security priorities
Ambassador Grigorie outlined RACVIAC efforts in Arms
Control Regimes, Countering Terrorism, Energy
Security, Crisis Management, Border Security, and the
promotion of Gender Perspectives and Human Rights.
These practical and action-oriented initiatives are
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central to addressing the serious security challenges
faced by South-Eastern Europe.

He also reflected on the Centre’s close collaboration
with the South-Eastern Europe Brigade (SEEBRIG),
noting its participation in SEEBRIG's 25th anniversary
and the successful gender awareness course RACVIAC
conducted for SEEBRIG HQ last year. He emphasized
that such partnerships demonstrate the tangible
outcomes of regional cooperation efforts.

In conclusion, Ambassador Grigorie reaffirmed
RACVIAC readiness to support all SEDM members in the
years ahead, expressing conf idence that the
discussions held during the meeting will further solidify
the collective commitment to security and stability in
South-Eastern Europe as SEDM continues to adapt to

the challenges to stability in an increasingly uncertain
world.

At the end of debates the Ministerial Meeting
acknowledged in the Joint Statement the significant
role played by regional cooperation frameworks, with
SEDM welcoming collaboration with organizations such
as RACVIAC, the South-Eastern and Eastern Europe
Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light
Weapons (SEESAC), and the Regional Cooperation
Council (RCC).

During the SEDM Ministerial meeting the Director of
RACVIAC held bilateral meetings with Defence Ministers
of Slovenia and Republic of Moldova, the Assistant
Minister of Defence of Serbia, and the Undersecretary
of State for Defence of the Italian Republic.

RACVIAC Director Meets with Slovenian Minister of Defense

H.E. Constantin - Mihail Grigorie and H.E. Borut Sajovic

During the South-East Europe Defense Ministerial (SEDM)
meeting held in Tirana on 5-6 November 2024 the Director
of RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, held a bilateral
meeting with the Minister of Defense of the Republic of
Slovenia, H.E. Borut Sajovic.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his deep appreciation for
Slovenia’s long-standing commitment to RACVIAC,
recognizing the country's significant contributions since its
early days as an Associate Member. Slovenia has played an

active role in RACVIAC, seconding
personnel to key positions within the
Organization, including Activity Managers
in Cooperative Security Environment
(CSE) Pillar and later on Programme
Managers in Security Sector Governance
(SSG) Pillar. Although Slovenia has not had
a representative in RACVIAC since 2017, it
has continued its engagement through
expert participation in various activities.

Ambassador Grigorie invited Slovenia to
deepen its involvement in the Centre’s
m i s s i o n t o p ro m o t e d i a l o g u e ,
collaboration, and mutual understanding
on security issues in South-Eastern
Europe by considering the possibility of
becoming a full Member of RACVIAC. In
the same vein Director of RACVIAC
expressed in terest in see ing a
representative of Slovenia as the Centre’s
member of staff.

The Director also briefed Minister Sajovic on the
implementation of RACVIAC 2024 Programme and shared
the details of the upcoming agenda.

Minister Sajovic demonstrated a positive attitude
regarding the Centre's activities and reaffirmed Slovenia’s
strong support for RACVIAC, emphasizing its essential role
in fostering regional trust and cooperation. He thanked for
the proposals and agreed to continue the dialogue on the
future involvement of Slovenia in the activities of the
Centre.
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Meeting between RACVIAC Director and

Undersecretary of State for Defence of Italy
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Mr. Matteo Perego di Cremnago and Ambassador Grigorie

On the sidelines of the South-East European Defense
Ministerial (SEDM) Meeting in Tirana, RACVIAC – Centre
for Security Cooperation Director, Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, met with the Italian
Undersecretary of State for Defence, Matteo Perego di
Cremnago. This marks their second meeting, following
a productive encounter during last year’s SEDM
meeting in Ankara, reaffirming the strong collaboration
between RACVIAC and the Italian Republic in promoting
regional stability and security. Discussions focused on
Italy's longstanding support of RACVIAC mission and
exploring avenues for deeper future collaboration in
promoting security and cooperation in South East
Europe.

Ambassador Grigorie extended sincere appreciation to
the Undersecretary of State for Defence due to Italy's
unwavering support since RACVIAC founding. Italy’s
contributions have been instrumental in advancing
RACVIAC objectives, with a history of providing
expertise through seconded personnel, financial
backing, and active participation in RACVIAC-led
initiatives.

I t a l y ’ s f o u n d a t i o n a l ro l e w a s
underscored since it was one of only
two nations, alongside Republic of
Türkiye, which acceded to the
bilateral agreement between Croatia
and Germany regarding RACVIAC
establishment in 2002. This enduring
commitment continues to serve as a
testament to Italy's dedication to
fostering security and stability in the
region.

Italy's sustained commitment to
regional security is evident in its
active involvement in RACVIAC,
particularly through its contributions
to Arms Control initiatives. Italy
consistently sends participants and
expert lecturers to RACVIAC events,
as demonstrated during the Open
Skies Treaty Aerial Observation
Course held in March 2024 in
Hungary, as well as the recent Arms
Control Symposium, and the two-day
"Course on Non-proliferation, Arms

Control, and Disarmament," held in June 2024 in
RACVIAC, organized in collaboration with Italy’s Istituto
Affari Internazionali (IAI).

During the meeting the positive momentum generated
by recent diplomatic engagements, including a notable
meeting between Director of RACVIAC and Admiral
Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, Chief of Defence of the
General Staff, at the DECI meeting in October 2023, was
underlined, as well as their earlier interaction during
the SEDM Ministerial in Ankara last November.
Ambassador Grigorie also updated Mr. Perego di
Cremnago on the Italian delegation’s visit to RACVIAC in
February 2024, led by Rear Admiral Domenico
Guglielmi. Ambassador Grigorie emphasised the
in teres t o f RACVIAC in re in t roduc ing I ta l i an
representatives as members of the Centre’s staff.

Undersecretary of State of Defence expressed
appreciation for RACVIAC activities and reaffirmed the
interest of Italy to be more active in the activities of the
Centre, including the possibility of seconding their
representative in RACVIAC and agreed to continue the
dialogue in this regard.
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H.E Anatolie Nosatîi and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

RACVIAC Director Meets with Minister of Defence of the

Republic of Moldova

On the margins of the South-Eastern Europe Defence
Ministerial (SEDM) Meeting in Tirana RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, held a meeting with the
Minister of Defence of the Republic of Moldova, H.E.
Anatolie Nosatîi. During the meeting Republic of
Moldova's enduring relationship with RACVIAC was
underscored and opportunities to bolster Republic of
Moldova’s role within the Organization in response to
evolving regional security dynamics were explored.

Ambassador Grigorie acknowledged Republic of
Moldova’s longstanding and valued history in RACVIAC,
dating back to its initial engagement as a core Member
in 2004. Republic of Moldova’s early contributions,
including the secondment of three senior officers to
RACVIAC Security Sector Governance (SSG) Pillar,
highlighted its commitment to fostering regional
stability and security.

Throughout its engagement
Republ ic of Moldova has
a c t i ve l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n
RACVIAC governance, notably
when taking on a leadership
ro le in the Mu l t ina t iona l
A d v i s o r y G r o u p ( M A G )
m e e t i n g s . I n 2 0 0 7/ 2 0 0 8
Republic of Moldova served as
C h a i r o f t h e M A G a n d
successfully hosted a meeting
in Chisinau in April 2008.

A s o f 2 010 R e p u b l i c o f
Moldova has a status of an
Observer in RACVIAC and has
c o n t i n u e d t o c o n t r i b u t e
meaningfully to the Centre’s
objectives.

Republic of Moldova is an
active participant in RACVIAC
Counter Weapons of Mass
Destruction (C-WMD) Network.
A m b a s s a d o r G r i g o r i e
c o m m e n d e d Re p u b l i c o f
Moldova’s commitment to this
critical initiative, noting that
Republic of Moldova’s active
involvement in addressing

pressing security challenges aligns closely with
RACVIAC mission of tackling contemporary threats
through regional cooperation.

Reflecting on last year’s discussions at the SEDM
Ministerial Meeting in Ankara, Ambassador Grigorie
invited Minister Nosatîi to consider expanding Republic
of Moldova’s role in RACVIAC. He extended an invitation
to explore pathways to enhanced engagement,
including the status of a full Member or Associate
Member.

Minister Nosatîi appreciated the role of RACVIAC
devoted to fostering dialogue and cooperation on
security matters expressing the interest of increasing
the participation of Republic of Moldova in the
activities of the Centre. He thanked for the Director of
RACVIAC proposals and agreed to continue the
dialogue on the concrete future involvement of
Republic of Moldova in the work of the Centre.
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Director of RACVIAC met with Assistant Minister of

Defense of Serbia

Ambassador of Switzerland visits RACVIAC

Ambassador Urs Hammer and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

Mr. Predrag Bandić and Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie
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On the margins of the SEDM Ministerial Meeting
(November 5-6, 2024), the Director of RACVIAC – Centre
for Security Cooperation, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, met with Mr. Predrag Bandić, Assistant
Minister of Defense of the Republic of Serbia. The meeting
focused on cooperation between Serbia and RACVIAC.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his deep appreciation for
Serbia's steadfast support and active involvement
throughout its 24 years of full membership in RACVIAC.
Over the years, Serbia has demonstrated its commitment
to the Centre’s mission through regular financial
contributions, active participation in numerous programs,
and the engagement of Serbian participants in a wide
range of RACVIAC activities. Furthermore, Serbia
successfully chaired RACVIAC Multinational Advisory
Group (MAG) on three occasions, underscoring Serbia’s
dedication to the Organization and its objectives.

During the meeting the potential for increased
engagement of Serbia in RACVIAC was discussed,
specifically the secondment of a representative from
Serbia to the Centre. Ambassador Grigorie highlighted the
mutual benefits that such collaboration would bring,
emphasizing that it would strengthen the ties between
Serbia and RACVIAC while enhancing the Centre’s
capabilities.

Assistant Minister underlined his appreciation for the work
and achievements of RACVIAC and expressed readiness to
consider secondment among RACVIAC staff and to send a
proposal in this regard in the near future.

The meeting reaffirmed the enduring partnership between
Serbia and RACVIAC, with both sides showing interest to
continue strengthening future cooperation.

H . E . U r s H a m m e r, A m b a s s a d o r o f t h e S w i s s

Confederation to the Republic of Croatia, paid an official

visit to RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on

November 11th, 2024, following the invitation from

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail

Grigorie. The meeting underscored the commitment of

both Switzerland and RACVIAC to strengthening

security cooperation across South East Europe.

Ambassador Hammer was welcomed to the Centre

during a tête-à-tête meeting with Ambassador Grigorie,

during which they discussed shared perspectives on

regional security and strategies to address common

challenges in South East Europe. Following the meeting
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A m b a s s a d o r H a m m e r w a s p re s e n t e d w i t h a

comprehensive overview of RACVIAC Programmes and

initiatives, which focus on promoting peace, security

and stability within the region.

Expressing his appreciation for RACVIAC contributions,

Ambassador Hammer commended the Organization’s

work in fostering effective security cooperation and

building resilience among South East European nations.

He praised the Organizat ion’s commitment to

address ing reg iona l secur i ty cha l lenges and

highlighted the influence that RACVIAC has on

promoting regional stability and security.

Ambassador Grigorie thanked Ambassador Hammer for

the visit and they both agreed to continue the dialogue

and to explore the possibilities of Switzerland’s

participation in the work of RACVIAC, having in mind the

common goals of promoting security and cooperation

in SEE and beyond.

Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of

Croatia visits RACVIAC

Ambassador Athanassios Paressoglou and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

On Thursday, November 21, 2024, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director received the
Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of
Croatia, H.E. Athanassios Paressoglou, on his inaugural
visit.

A presentation on RACVIAC history, Programme 2024 and
2025, past cooperation with Greece, and possible areas
for expanding future cooperation were tackled during the
visit. Also, methods to strengthen cooperation between
RACVIAC and Greece were explored.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed gratitude to Greece for
its unwavering support as a founding Member of
RACVIAC, especially in terms of financial support to its
Operating expenses (budget), the regular secondment of
skilled military officers and experts, and active
participation in RACVIAC activities. RACVIAC Director also
highlighted Greece’s leadership of the Multinational

Advisory Group (MAG) during 2018/2019.

Special recognition of Greek personnel whose leadership
and expertise have been instrumental in advancing
RACVIAC objectives was made. Brigadier General Stergios
Papotis, RACVIAC Director from 2004 to 2007, was
commended for h is p ivota l ro le in RACVIAC
transformation into a hub for regional security
cooperation. Similarly, Colonel Dimitrios Biris’ impactful
work within Security Sector Governance (SSG) Pillar was
acknowledged, further reinforcing RACVIAC mission.
Ambassador Grigorie emphasized the importance of
Greece’s continued representation in RACVIAC,
advocating a re-secondment of a Greek representative.

The Ambassador also highlighted Greece’s leadership of
the Multinational Advisory Group (MAG) in 2018/2019,
extending appreciation to Ambassador Eleftherios
Anghelopoulos for his exemplary role as the Chairperson
in the said period.

RACVIAC Director briefed the Greek delegation on
RACVIAC upcoming initiative for 2025, the “Conference
on Resilience and Protection of Critical Infrastructure”.
Greece’s expertise in resilience and critical infrastructure
protection has been noted as invaluable to these efforts,
and Greece was, therefore, invited to take an active role
in this key event.

Ambassador Grigorie reaffirmed the importance of
cooperation between RACVIAC and Greece and thanked
Greece for its consistent partnership. He also emphasized
RACVIAC commitment to enhancing this partnership
further.

Ambassador Paressoglou expressed gratitude to
Ambassador Grigorie for the hospitality and emphasized
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the significance of RACVIAC in promoting security and
dialogue in the region, highlighting its distinctiveness in
bringing together parties committed to transparent
collaboration on various security issues.

The Hellenic Ambassador confirmed that his country will
continue contributing to RACVIAC mission of fostering
dialogue in the region and that it will invest efforts to keep
on seconding personnel to RACVIAC.

H.E. Ambassador Paressoglou and H.E. Ambassador
Grigorie both expressed their commitment to continue
expanding the already very fruitful cooperation between
RACVIAC and Greece on areas and topics mutually
beneficial for all RACVIAC Members with the aim of
promoting security cooperation and dialogue in the
region.

Ambassador of the Republic of India visits RACVIAC

Ambassador of USA to Croatia, H.E. Nathalie Rayes,

visits RACVIAC

Ambassador Arun Goel and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

On Friday, November 22, 2024, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie received the Ambassador of
the Republic of India to the Republic of Croatia, H.E.
Arun Goel, on his inaugural visit.

During the visit to the RACVIAC headquarters in Rakitje
Ambassador Goel became more familiar with the
Organization’s operations and personnel.

Ambassador Goel had a tête-à-tête meeting with
Ambassador Grigorie, during which RACVIAC Director
briefed him on the Centre for Security Cooperation’s
history and its ongoing efforts to improve international
security cooperation. Additionally, Programme 2024
and Programme 2025 were presented to him. The
oppor tun i ty was a lso taken to speak to the
representatives of the RACVIAC Programme staff.

A m b a s s a d o r G o e l t h a n ke d R AC V I AC f o r i t s
contributions and praised the Organization’s efforts to
strengthen resilience and promote efficient security
cooperation among South East European countries. He
emphasized the role that RACVIAC plays in advancing
regional peace and security and commended the
Organization’s dedication to tackling security issues in
the region.

Expressing the shared desire of reinforcing security
and cooperation in South East Europe, Ambassador
Goel and Ambassador Grigorie both underlined their
eagerness to put efforts into identifying initiatives to
cooperate on.

Upon the invitation of Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Nathalie Rayes, Ambassador

of USA to the Republic of Croatia, paid a visit to RACVIAC –

Centre for Security Cooperation on 25 November 2024.

The US Ambassador was warmly welcomed on RACVIAC

premises in Rakitje and got introduced to the Centre’s

operations and staff. During the visit H.E. Ambassador

Nathalie Rayes had a tête-à-tête meeting with Ambassador

Grigorie, during which the Director briefed her on RACVIAC

history and ongoing efforts for promoting security and

stability in the region. Additionally, Programme 2024 and

plans for 2025 were presented to Ambassador Reyes as well

as new efforts to advance regional stability and mutual trust.

The USA has an observer status in RACVIAC. Over the years,
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the USA has proven to be one of the largest financial

contributors to RACVIAC - the Centre for Security

Cooperation and its exceptional partner.

Defence Threat Reduction Agency’s (DTRA’s) contributions

to CSE Pillar’s and CTST Pillar’s activities are highly

appreciated. Previously, cooperation was further

strengthened and significantly enhanced with some other

US entities such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

The activity “International Joint Bioterrorism Investigations

Course”, organized in cooperation with International

Counter-proliferation Program, US DTRA, is also a part of

RACVIAC Programme 2025 (CTST Pillar).

During the Meeting Director of RACVIAC mentioned the

invaluable support provided by the United States in the

framework of the C-WMD Network that has been crucial in

facilitating the development of national counter-proliferation

strategies and managing response plans. The essential

contributions from US-EUCOM, US DTRA, the Proliferation

Security Initiative (PSI), and the Republic of Croatia in

supporting C-WMD Network’s objectives, were highlighted.

RACVIAC also highly appreciates the support of the

International Nuclear Security Program of the US

Department of Energy aimed at establishing a common

understanding and raising awareness among RACVIAC

Members regarding nuclear security and developing

methodologies to address

nuclear security threats and

risks.

A m b a s s a d o r G r i g o r i e

emphasized that RACVIAC is

interested in the continuation of

the joint efforts in the years to

come, in particular regarding

the RACVIAC/DTRA Regional

WMD Counterproliferation

Training Initiative, aimed at

enhancing the abi l i ty of

R A C V I A C M e m b e r s t o

effectively mitigate threats

posed by nuclear, chemical, and

biological weapons, advanced

delivery systems, and other

enabling technologies while

fostering greater regional

cooperation in this field. For this

purpose specifically, Ambassador Grigorie pointed out,

RACVIAC, the Government of Romania, and US DTRA, will

jointly organize the Inaugural C-WMD Capability

Enhancement Workshop in Bucharest on 4 - 6 February

2025, which is expected to bring together middle to senior-

level law enforcement, security, defense, and

counterproliferation officials assigned to agencies

responsible for countering the illegal proliferation of WMDs,

dual-use items, and the associated precursors, such as the

Border/Frontier Guard/Police, Customs, Fire/Rescue &

Emergency Service(s), Security Police Non-and

Counterproliferation Units, Radiation Safety Centers,

National and State Police, Immigration, Public Health,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Development and other agencies.

H.E. Ambassador Rayes expressed gratitude for the

presentation of upcoming RACVIAC activities and showed

her willingness to put efforts into increasing American

participation in them. Ambassador Rayes especially praised

the significance of the C-WMD Network, highlighting its

distinctiveness in bringing together parties committed to

transparent collaboration on various C-WMD-related issues.

H.E. Ambassador Rayes and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie both

agreed to continue the dialogue with the purpose of

increasing American involvement in RACVIAC to share the

common goals of security and cooperation in SEE.

Ambassador Nathalie Rayes and Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie
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Ambassador of Ireland visits RACVIAC

Meeting Participants

Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Wendy Dorman – Smith,
Ambassador of Ireland to the Republic of Croatia, visited
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on November
26, 2024.

After being warmly received on RACVIAC premises in
Rakitje, Irish Ambassador to Croatia was introduced to the
Centre’s activities and staff. Ambassador Dorman – Smith
held a tête-à-tête meeting with Ambassador Grigorie,

where she was briefed on RACVIAC
history and its ongoing initiatives to
enhance internat iona l secur i ty
cooperation. The discussions also
covered the presentation of the 2025
Programme, outl ining ef forts to
promote regional stability and trust.

R A C V I A C D i r e c t o r i n f o r m e d
Ambassador Dorman – Smith that
RACVIAC is cooperating with Irish
Defence Forces on “Gender Training of
the Trainers (GToT) Course” by
deploying a RACVIAC Mobile and
Education Training Team (METT) to
Ireland following other similar missions
of RACVIAC in Portugal and Tunisia.

Expressing appreciation for the presentation on
forthcoming RACVIAC activities, H.E. Ambassador Dorman
– Smith conveyed her desire to enhance Ireland’s
involvement in RACVIAC.

In light of their shared objectives of advancing security and
collaboration in SEE and beyond, Ambassador Grigorie
thanked Ambassador Dorman Smith for the visit and the
two agreed to carry on the conversation and investigate
the potential for Ireland to join RACVIAC’s efforts.

Ambassador of Romania to the Republic of Croatia

visits RACVIAC
On Thursday, December 5, 2024, H.E. Ambassador
Constant in-Mihai l Gr igor ie , RACVIAC Director,
welcomed the Ambassador of Romania to the Republic
of Croatia, H.E. Mihaela Daniela Cămără an, to aş
diplomatic meeting emphasizing Romania’s exemplary
role in supporting RACVIAC mission.

The meeting commenced with Ambassador Grigorie
acknowledging Romania’s leadership and longstanding
commitment to RACVIAC. He highlighted Romania’s
vital contributions since the Centre’s inception and
expressed deep gratitude for Romania’s financial and
strategic contributions, which have significantly
bolstered RACVIAC objectives.

Romania is one of RACVIAC strongest financial
supporters, which is a testament to its dedication to
fostering regional security and stability.

Romania’s instrumental contribution in co-organizing
H.E. Mihaela Daniela Cămărășan and

H.E. Constantin - Mihail Grigorie
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numerous RACVIAC activities, starting in 2014 with its
leading role in the Energy Security Seminar, was
particularly applauded.

Romania’s commitment to addressing emerging
security challenges and advancing innovative topics
was also visible in co-organizing the “Workshop on
Artificial Intelligence and Lethal Autonomous Weapons
Systems” in October 2024. This Workshop was
organized by RACVIAC in collaboration with the Euro –
Atlantic Resilience Center (E-ARC) from Romania and
the University of Split.

Romania’s key involvement in organizing the Inaugural
Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction (C-WMD)
Capabilities Enhancement Workshop in Bucharest,
scheduled for February 2025, which is a part of the new
RACVIAC/DTRA Regional WMD Counterproliferation
Training Initiative, was also underlined.

Additionally, the Romanian Euro-Atlantic Resilience
Centre (E-ARC) is a partner, together with the U.S.
Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF
Global), in RACVIAC new flagship event “Conference on
Critical Infrastructure Protection” which will be
organized in April 2025.

He also highlighted Romania’s leadership in RACVIAC,
noting its two terms as Chair of the Multinational
Advisory Group (MAG) and its current leadership role as
RACVIAC Director. These achievements underscore
Romania’s unwavering dedication to advancing
regional dialogue and operational excellence.

Ambassador Grigorie emphasized the potential for
future engagement, including the possibility of
seconding the Romanian Ministry of Defense
representative to RACVIAC, which would enhance
operational capacity and further deepen Romania’s
involvement.

Ambassador Cămărăşan expressed her appreciation
for the warm reception and reiterated Romania’s
steadfast commitment to RACVIAC mission. She
underlined her country’s support for ongoing and
future initiatives of RACVAC, devoted to fostering
dialogue for a secure and cooperative region.

H.E. Ambassador Grigorie and H.E. Ambassador
Cămărăşan both agreed to continue with the already
excellent, mutually beneficial cooperation between
Romania and RACVIAC.

Ambassador of Lithuania pays a visit to RACVIAC

Upon the invitation of H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail
Grigorie, H.E. Eduardas Borisovas, Ambassador of
Lithuania to the Republic of Croatia, paid a visit to RACVIAC
on Tuesday, December 10, 2024.

The Lithuanian Ambassador was warmly welcomed on
RACVIAC premises in Rakitje and got introduced to the
Centre’s operations and staff. During the visit H.E.
Ambassador Borisovas had a tête-à-tête meeting with
Ambassador Grigorie, during which the Director briefed

H.E. Eduardas Borisovas and H.E. Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

him on RACVIAC history and ongoing efforts to improve
international security cooperation. Additionally,
Programme 2025 was presented to Ambassador
Borisovas and new efforts to advance regional stability
and mutual trust were touched upon.

RACVIAC Director expressed his appreciation for the visit
and highlighted the importance of Lithuanian-RACVIAC
combined efforts in promoting regional security and
stability and he seized the opportunity to bring to
Ambassador Borisovas’s attention the importance of
Lithuanian participation in security dialogue and
cooperation in South East Europe, highlighting
opportunities for contributing to RACVIAC initiatives
through various forms of support.

H.E. Ambassador Borisovas expressed his appreciation for
the presentation of upcoming RACVIAC activities and
expressed his willingness to put efforts into increasing
Lithuanian participation in them.

Sharing the same ambition of promoting security and
cooperation in South East Europe Ambassador Borisovas
and Ambassador Grigorie both agreed to continue the
dialogue with the purpose of increasing Lithuanian
involvement in RACVIAC in order to share the common
goals of security and cooperation in SEE.
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General Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces

LTG Tihomir Kundid and
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On December 11, 2024, Director of RACVIAC – Centre
f o r S e c u r i t y C o o p e r a t i o n , H . E . A m b a s s a d o r
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, accompanied by Rear
Admiral Predrag Stipanović, Deputy Director of
RACVIAC, met with the Chief of the General Staff of the
Croatian Armed Forces, Lieutenant general Tihomir
Kundid. This meeting underscored the vital role
Croatia has played in the establishment and continued
success of RACVIAC, reinforcing the long-standing
partnership between RACVIAC and Croatia.

Dur ing the meet ing the Director of RACVIAC
expressed profound gratitude to Croatia for its pivotal
role in establishing, alongside Germany, RACVIAC in
2000, and highlighted Croatia’s unwavering support
as both a founding Member and host nation. The
D i r e c t o r e m p h a s i z e d C r o a t i a ’ s c o n t i n u e d
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t ,
infrastructure, and the deployment of seconded
personnel, which remain essential for RACVIAC
operational success.

The meeting included a comprehensive briefing on
RACVIAC main Programme of Activities for 2025 and

ongoing plans to strengthen collaboration with its
partners. The Director highlighted Croatian Armed
Forces’ critical role in supporting various RACVIAC
initiatives, such as the Gender Training of Trainers
(GToT) Course Programme and NATO-certified Mobile
Tra in ing Teams , showcas ing Croat ia ’ s ac t ive
involvement in regional and international security
efforts.

In addition, Ambassador Grigorie said that RACVIAC is
invest ing a lot of e f for ts in to strengthen ing
partnerships with academic institutions in the region.
These collaborations are instrumental for advancing
RACVIAC projects. The Director shared updates on
preparations for the “Conference on Resilience and
Protection of Critical Infrastructure,” scheduled for
spring 2025, and sought the continued support of the
Croatian Armed Forces in organizing this key event.
RACVIAC partners in this activity will be the U.S.
Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF
Global) and Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre (E-ARC)
from Romania.

Additionally, Ambassador Grigorie updated LTG
Kundid on his efforts to raise RACVIAC visibility to
garner increased support and to increase the number
of the members of the RACVIAC family, as well as the
Centre’s personnel, considering the growing number
of RACVIAC activities and projects.

The discussion also looked at the state of RACVIAC
infrastructure and looking for ways to improve it.

Lieutenant General Kundid commended RACVIAC
efforts and reiterated the Croatian Armed Forces’
d e d i c a t i o n t o s u p p o r t i n g R AC V I AC m i s s i o n ,
emphasizing Croatia’s role as a committed partner in
fostering regional security and cooperation. He
accepted with pleasure the invitation to pay a visit to
RACVIAC extended by RACVIAC Director.

Both Ambassador Grigorie and Lieutenant General
Kundid reaf f irmed the importance of Croatia’s
steadfast support and active participation in RACVIAC
initiatives, underscoring their shared commitment to
promoting peace, stability, and security in South East
Europe.
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RACVIAC Representative paid a visit to Defense Threat

Reduction Agency

An unexpected visit by Santa Claus gathered Ukrainian

and children of RACVIAC staff…

Group Photo

MAJ Levente representing the work of RACVIACTóth

Upon the invitation of the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency – Europe (DTRA-E), Maj Levente Tóth,

A c t i v i t y M a n a g e r i n C o o p e r a t i v e S e c u r i t y
Environment Pillar, RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation, paid a visit to DTRA premises in
Kaiserslautern, Federal Republic of Germany, on 11
December 2024.

During the visit Maj Tóth held presentations on the
history of RACVIAC and provided an insight into the
planning process focusing on the activities related
to conventional arms control for the personnel of
the Conventional Threats Department. The visit
provided an opportunity to discuss and explore new
ideas regarding future cooperation as well.

RACVIAC is grateful for the invitation and Defense
Threat Reduction Agency – Europe’s (DTRA-E’s)
hospitality. We highly appreciate the long-lasting
partnership with DTRA, and we are ready to launch
new joint projects in the future.

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation is delighted
to share that on December 16, 2024, it hosted a
heartwarming children’s celebration to mark the joyous
Christmas season. The enchanting spirit of Santa Claus
came alive at a lively party held at the “Pleter” restaurant,
spreading holiday cheer to all attendees.

This year, RACVIAC placed a special focus on Ukrainian
children, who, due to the ongoing war in their homeland,

are spending Christmas far away from the comfort of
their homes. In recognition of their resilience and to
make their time in a new environment a little brighter,
RACVIAC organized a modest but memorable gathering
for them alongside the children of RACVIAC employees.

Adding to the magic of the occasion, Santa Claus himself
made a cheerful appearance, captivating the young
attendees and wholeheartedly endorsing the event. His
presence brought smiles and created enduring
memories, highlighting the spirit of hope and joy that
defines the Christmas and New Year’s season.

The event served as a reminder of the power of
community and kindness, bringing people together to
foster a sense of unity and warmth during this special
time of year. Parents expressed their gratitude for this
thought fu l gesture , and the ch i ldren had an
unforgettable experience f i l led with laughter,
excitement, and festive cheer.

In these challenging times, RACVIAC remains committed
to supporting those in need and promoting the values of
compassion and togetherness, especially during the
holiday season.
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RACVIAC Director Meets with Serbia’s Minister of Defense

Meeting Between RACVIAC Director and Assistant

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia

On December 18, 2024 the Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, met and had in
Belgrade a productive discussion with H.E. Bratislav Gašić,
MinisterofDefenseof theRepublicofSerbia, incontinuationof
the meetings of RACVIAC Director with the Ministers of
DefenceandMinistersofForeignAffairsofRACVIACMembers,
with the aim to further strengthen cooperation between
MembersandRACVIAC–CentreforSecurityCooperation.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed profound gratitude for
Serbia’s unwavering support during its 24 years of full
membership in RACVIAC. Serbia’s consistent commitment has

beenreflected in its regular financialcontributions,providinga
representative for RACVIAC international staff, active
participation in numerous Programmes, and the significant
engagement of Serbian representatives in a wide array of
RACVIAC activities. Additionally, Serbia successfully chaired
the RACVIAC Multinational Advisory Group (MAG) on three
separate occasions, underscoring its dedication to the
Centre’smission.

The meeting also explored opportunities to deepen Serbia’s
engagement with RACVIAC, including the potential
appointment of a seconded Serbian representative for
RACVIAC international staff. Ambassador Grigorie highlighted
the mutual benefits of such an initiative, emphasizing that it
would not only enhance RACVIAC operational capabilities but
also further strengthen the ties between Serbia and the
Organization.

Minister Gašić reaffirmed Serbia’s readiness to increase its
contribution to RACVIAC, expressing his intention to nominate
a Serbian representative for the position of Programme
Manager inSSGPillar.

The meeting underscored the enduring partnership between
Serbia and RACVIAC, with both sides expressing optimism
about future endeavors aimed at enhancing regional security
and cooperation in South East Europe. Discussions concluded
on a positive note, with Ambassador Grigorie emphasizing the
importance of joint efforts to promote stability and security
acrosstheregion.

The Director of RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, met on December 18, 2024 in Belgrade with
Serbia’s Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Security
Policy, Ambassador Igor Kuželka, to discuss ongoing
col laborat ion and future in i t ia t ives a imed at
strengthening regional stability and security.

During the meeting Ambassador Grigorie expressed
appreciation for Serbia’s steadfast support and active
participation in RACVIAC ever since its inception. He
acknowledged Serbia’s significant financial contributions
and contribution via its representatives among RACVIAC
sta f f , wh ich have been ins t rumenta l for the
Organization’s success. Special recognition was given to
Serbia’s consistent financial support since 2010 and its
leadership in three successful chairmanships in the

RACVIAC Multinational Advisory Group (MAG).

Discussions also highlighted the potential for enhanced
cooperation, particularly through the appointment of a
seconded Serbian representative to international staff of
RACVIAC. Ambassador Grigorie emphasized the mutual
benefits this move would bring, underscoring the
constructive dialogue initiated with the representatives
of Ministry of Defence of Serbia during the past few
months.

RACVIAC Director complimented Serbia’s role in hosting
some of RACVIAC activities, such as the Dayton Article IV
Orientation Courses and the South East European
Parliaments’ Defense and Security Committees’ Annual
Meeting. He emphasized their importance in building
trust and cooperation in South East Europe and
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RACVIAC representative participated in the “High-Level

Police and Customs Co-operation Conference”

The OSCE Mission to Skopje, in co-operation with EU4FAST,
hosted a High-Level Police and Customs Co-operation
Conference in Skopje from 5 to 7 November 2024.
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation was
represented by Maj Levente Tóth, Activity Manager in
Cooperative Security Environment Pillar.

High-level politicians, police and customs directors, law
enforcement o f f i c i a l s , secur i ty exper ts , and
representatives from international partner organizations
convened to strengthen regional co-operation between
police and customs authorities. Their goal was to develop
co-ordinated strategies to tackle the complex, evolving
threats of small arms and light weapons (SALW) trafficking
and migrant smuggling.

Weapons trafficked from the region not only exacerbate
violence locally but also contribute to crime and instability
worldwide. Arms trafficking fuels organized crime and
poses serious risks to public safety, contributing to
domestic violence, homicide, and gender-based violence.

“The fight against organized and transnational crime
necessitates that we all put forth maximum efforts and
resources, especially in cross-border police and customs
co-operation, as a key factor in efficiently tackling this
threat,” highlighted Panche Toshkovski, Minister of the
Interior of the Republic of North Macedonia in his Opening
remarks.

The forum brought together critical stakeholders to share
their experiences, present trends at border crossings, and
discuss response mechanisms. The Conference marked a
critical step in building partnerships, sharing intelligence,
and advancing actionable solutions, laying the foundation
for similar initiatives in the future. RACVIAC remains
committed to contributing to these efforts and promoting
effective training programs and partnerships aimed at
enhancing regional stability and security.

RACVIAC is grateful for OSCE Mission’s to Skopje invitation
and hospitality. We are looking forward to strengthening
our cooperation in the field of Small Arms and Light
Weapons and Ammunition Management.

“High-Level Police and Customs Co-operation Conference” Participants

Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie and
Ambassador Igor Kuželka

reaffirmed RACVIAC support for Serbia’s ongoing efforts.

Both sides reaffirmed their shared vision for a secure and
stable South East Europe, expressing optimism regarding
future joint initiatives together with other Members to
promote regional stability and prosperity. Ambassador
Kuželka conveyed Serbia’s unwavering support for
RACVIAC, highlighting the Organization’s pivotal role in
fostering regional security cooperation, confirming the
intention of Serbia to second a representative as a
member of international staff of RACVIAC.

The meeting concluded with a mutual commitment to
furthering this valuable partnership. RACVIAC Director
extended his gratitude for the Serbian Foreign Ministry’s
support over the course of many years, and said that he
is looking forward to its continued active engagement in
RACVIAC activities.
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01 - 03 October 2024, Tirana, Albania

On 01-03 October 2024 the Workshop

“Individual and regionally-based cyber and

hybrid threats and challenges in South East

Europe” was held in Tirana, Albania. The event

was jointly organised by RACVIAC – Centre for

Security Cooperation, the Albanian Ministry of

Defence, and Military Academy “General

Mihailo Apostolski” – Skopje, North

Macedonia. This event was a part of a broader

initiative titled “Strengthening SEE Resilience in

Cyber Security Against Hybrid Threats,” aiming

to bolster regional and national responses to

these pressing issues.

“Individual and regionally-based cyber and

hybrid threats and challenges in South East

Europe” Workshop

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and the
Military Academy „General Mihailo Apostolski“ Skopje

as partners presented a research project to the
national representatives and invited experts to

participate. The overall idea of this research project
was to enable critical thinking and an analytical

approach to countering hybrid threats via cyberspace.

The Workshop was officially opened by H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of

RACVIAC, Mr Dorian Tola, Deputy Minister of Defense of
Albania and LTC Dimitar Bogatinov, PhD, representing

the Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”.
The aim of the Workshop was to incorporate individual and
regionally-based challenges that threaten SEE countries.

The Workshop aimed to bring together officials and
experts from governmental institutions and agencies
active in cyberspace security. The participants were
expected to share experiences, examples of regional
cooperation, and initiatives to counter hybrid threats via
cyberspace, as well as good practices, views, and
experiences.

In total, there were 29 participants from relevant ministries
and agencies from Albania (10), Bosnia and Herzegovina
(2), Croatia (3), Hellenic Republic (1), North Macedonia (3),
Montenegro (3), Romania (3), Türkiye (1), and Kosovo* (3),
as well as six speakers. Guest speakers and experts came
from different institutions (Military Academy “General
Mihailo Apostolski” – Skopje, North Macedonia, North
Macedonian Army HQ, Democritus University of Thrace,
Albanian National Cyber Security Authority).

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his sincere gratitude to
the Ministry of Defense of Albania for its exceptional role in
hosting and organising the Workshop. He also extended
special thanks to the Military Academy “General Mihailo
Apostolski” from Skopje for its generous support in the
joint project “Strengthening SEE Resilience in Cyber
Security Against Hybrid Threats.”

In his Opening remarks Ambassador Grigorie emphasised
the critical importance of addressing cyber and hybrid
threats which transcend national borders, evolve
continuously, and require national and regional
approaches. He highlighted the unique opportunity
presented by this workshop to foster collaboration
between SEE countries, underscoring the need to
strengthen national strategies while reinforcing regional
cooperation.
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In the second part of the Workshop the national
delegations presented their research findings and

delivered presentations.

The lecturers and participants listened to eight
presentations prepared and delivered by

participants from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, the Hellenic Republic, North Macedonia,

Montenegro, Romania, and Kosovo*.

LTC Dimitar Bogatinov emphasised the collaborative
research undertaken over the past six months to identify
specific cyber and hybrid threats within SEE. „In today’s
world, the importance of cyber security cannot be
overstated. The war in Ukraine has starkly highlighted how
cyber-attacks can disrupt societies, endanger lives, and
undermine national security. Cyber threats do not
recognise borders, and their scale, speed, and
sophistication grow each day”, stressed LTC Bogatinov.

The expert speaker in Panel I, Era Gjata, International
Projects Coordination and Strategic Development
Directorate/ National Cyber Security Authority (NCSA), in
her presentation “Security Strategies and Policies in
Albania” introduced the role of the Albanian National Cyber
Security Authority. She delivered vital information about
the National Cyber Security Strategy 2020-2025, Law
No.25/2024 on cybersecurity and sub-laws and essential
methodologies. In the final part of the presentation Ms.
Gjata presented NSCA’s vision, explaining cyber
diplomacy's role and how essential capacity building is.
She concluded the presentation by highlighting the
importance of strengthening collaboration within SEE.

Panel II speaker was LTC Dimitar Bogatinov, Professor at
Military Academy Mihailo Apostolski Skopje, who delivered
the presentation „Governing Emerging Technologies in

Mr. Dorian Tola, Albanian Deputy Minister of Defense

The Deputy Minister of Defense, Dorian Tola, praised the
work of RACVIAC, emphasising its crucial role in fostering
stability and cooperation in South East Europe. He
reaffirmed Albania’s commitment to regional security,
highlighting the country’s active participation in various
NATO, EU, and OSCE initiatives. Deputy Minister Tola
stressed that Albania will continue to be vigilant when
confronted with cyber threats, working in close
cooperation with allies and partners and putting efforts
into guaranteeing the security of its infrastructure.

ACTIVITIES

Crisis“. He covered several key topics, such as dual use of
technology, emerging technology use during COVID-19
and artificial intelligence as a tool for generating cyber-
based threats and as a defence tool. Professor Bogatinov
concluded that artificial intelligence can provide flexibility
and learning capability to protect networks from hybrid
and cyber threats if appropriately managed.

The next speaker was Konstantinos Rantos, Professor, Web
Services and Information Security Lab Department of
Computer Science, Democritus University of Thrace,
Greece. During Panel III he delivered the presentation
„Zero Trust Architectures in the Military Environment “. He
explained the need for Zero Trust Architectures (ZTA) and
the cyber security challenges that the emerging military
environment faces. Professor Rantos stressed that military
organisations need to embrace a new cybersecurity
paradigm which will:

� adopt a proactive, adaptive, and holistic approach to
cybersecurity

� encompass advanced threat detection and response
capabilities, risk-based security strategies, continuous
monitoring and assessment

� collaborate with industry partners and international
allies.

The session continued with Colonel Blazo Georgievski, CIS
and Cyber Manager at HQ in the Army of North Macedonia,
delivering the presentation “Cyber Defense: Principles,
Organizational Structure and Function of CyOC” in Panel IV.
COL Georgievski elaborated on a mission, essential
functions and teams, architecture and technologies,
workflows and processes, cyber defence strategies,
challenges in cyber defence, and best practices for
effective cyber defence.

COL Georgievski was followed by Mr Kiro Jakimoski,
Professor at Military Academy Mihailo Apostolski Skopje.
Professor Jakimoski processed the topic “Threat
intelligence and incident response”. Panel V concluded
the first part of the Workshop, which consisted of the
speakers' presentations.
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The research findings in participants’ presentations
provided valuable insights into the cyber and hybrid

threats faced by countries and the broader SEE
region. The analyses and recommendations

presented during the Workshop will be used in this
project's further steps, with the intention to

contribute to initiating and encouraging more
vigorous legal framework development, enhancing

regional cooperation, and, ultimately, building a
more resilient and secure digital environment.

Ambassador Grigorie concluded by encouraging
attendees to remain committed to the regional
strategies discussed during the event and to

continue collaborating on practical solutions for
enhancing cyber security in SEE.

In order to prepare presentations the participants

conducted research aimed at comprehensively exploring

and understanding the cyber and hybrid threats faced by

South-Eastern European countries. The participants were

instructed to focus on both individual threats specific to

each country and broader regional challenges, seeking to

provide insights into cybersecurity vulnerabilities and

potential mitigation strategies.

Throughout the Workshop the attendees examined

topics such as regionally-based cyber threats, hybrid

warfare strategies and national resilience-building

measures. The event's highlight was the presentation of

a six-month research study which analysed individual

and regional vulnerabilities in the SEE region, providing

a comprehensive foundation for future cooperative

efforts.

In his Closing remarks LTC Dimitar Bogatinov, Professor

at Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski” –

Skopje, praised the event’s organisation and the wealth

of knowledge exchanged. He emphasised the

importance of continued cooperation among SEE

countries in addressing cyber and hybrid threats and

thanked RACVIAC for co-organizing the Workshop.

Once the Workshop was concluded the participants were
awarded certificates, marking their successful engagement
in this essential field of security cooperation.

Workshop Participants

LTC Dimitar Bogatinov, Associate Professor,
“Military Academy Mihailo Apostolski” - Skopje and

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Closing Ceremony, handing out the Certificates

In his Closing address H.E. Ambassador Constantin-

Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, expressed sincere

appreciation to all participants and organisers,

particularly the Ministry of Defense of Albania and the

Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski.” He

highlighted the critical importance of the relationships

built during the event, urging participants to apply the

lessons learned in their respective countries. This

Workshop has fostered knowledge-sharing and a

strengthened spirit of cooperation in the fight against

cyber and hybrid threats.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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The Workshop AI - Lethal Autonomous

Weapons Systems took place on 8-10

October 2024 in RACVIAC, Rakitje, Zagreb. It

represents a continuation of an established

five-year Project between RACVIAC and

University of Split, Department for Forensic

Sciences, titled “Improving Security

Governance through Implementation of

Forensic Science in State Institutions and

Agencies”. The academic partner was the

University of Split, Department for Forensic

Sciences, which possesses scientific

expertise in AI and the third partner in the

activity was the Euro-Atlantic Resilience

Center Bucharest, with its expert network.

“Workshop AI - Lethal Autonomous

Weapons Systems”

This activity was the third event in a row, striving to
explore one of the most controversial and complex
developments in modern technology: autonomous

weapons that can identify, target, and engage
enemies without human intervention as well as

technologies behind this.

8 - 10 October 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The purpose of this event was to present the actual
situation concerning the recent directions in use and
development of AI with emphasis on Lethal Autonomous
Weapons Systems (LAWS) in Europe and beyond, through
lessons provided by experts from the academic and
practical arena and its implications on decision-making
processes in SEE in particular. In order to maximize the
learning effects, besides the theoretical and case study
part, participants were engaged in practical work by
participating in the planning process.

The Workshop was structured as a combination of
academic lectures, practical work and case studies
delivered by expert lecturers covering different fields in
the area of Artificial Intelligence.

The event gathered 28 participants in total. Out of this
number 11 were lecturers and 17 were participants
representing RACVIAC Members and Associate Members,

The development of AI-driven autonomous weapons is no
longer a distant concept; it's a present-day reality, Ambassador
Grigorie stated. Autonomous drones, robotic vehicles, and
intelligent missile systems are just a few examples of the
emerging tools that have already been tested in various
capacities,hefurtherpointedout.

ACTIVITIES

as follows: Al (3), BA (2), HR (3), HU (1), IT (1), ME (2), MK (1),
RO (1) TR (1), Kosovo* (1) and RACVIAC (1). Participants
were national mid-level representatives from the Ministry
of Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, academia and other
governmental institutions dealing with innovation and
emerging technologies.

Workshop Opening

The Workshop was opened with a Welcome address by H.E.
Ambassador Constantin- Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, Mr. Damir Piplica, Head of the University
Department for Forensic Sciences at the University of Split
and Mr. Valentin Ene, Head of Strategic Analysis,
representative of the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Center
Bucharest.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie greeted the
partners, speakers and participants and emphasized the
importance of RACVIAC and University of Split project.
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RACVIAC Director also mentioned that one of the primary
concernssurroundingLethalAutonomousWeaponsSystemsis
their ethical implications. Do we trust algorithms to act ethically
in combat situations? Can an autonomous system distinguish
between a combatant and a civilian with the same level of
discernment as a human soldier? These are the questions we
cannotaffordtoignore,RACVIACDirectoremphasized.
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Opening session, Director of RACVIAC

Mr Valentin Ene, Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre Bucharest

Source Ms. Gurau’s presentation

Mr. Piplica, who joined the Opening session online,
emphasized that this event represents the interests of all in
addressing such a current topic as Artificial Intelligence and
Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems. He mentioned that
the University Department for Forensic Sciences developed
an interdisciplinary forensics study program that is unique
not only in Croatia but in this part of Europe too.

“This workshop, which was organized jointly with RACVIAC
and the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre, could result in
constructive suggestions and conclusions which may
contribute to a common approach to emerging
technologies”, he concluded.

E-ARC representative, Mr. Valentin Ene, greeted the
participants mentioning the importance of the event and
stressing how emerging AI technology is shaping the today’s
global security situation. He also mentioned that, regardless
of our particular missions and portfolios, our joint goal is to
increase awareness through regional cooperation.

Panel One, “Introduction to AI - Theoretical Aspects and
Current Situation”, was moderated by Biserka Petrovska,
PhD, RACVIAC, who delivered a basic introduction about
the subject emphasizing the importance of AI.

The Panel comprised the three following topics:

Introduction to AI – The topic was presented by Christian
Fehrilin, CEO, AVA-X, who explained the basics and history
of AI and current developments in emerging technologies
along with the role of AI in the near future.

The topic was further scrutinized by Mr. Marco Schmidt,
Image processing expert, AVA-X, who explained the
current features of facial recognition technology and its
use in AI industry. He emphasized the benefits of this
technology with possible use in development and
production of autonomous weapons systems.

Ms. Maria Mihaela Gurău, PhD, E-ARC Expert, continued the
Panel with a comparison of human vs. AI capabilities in
certain fields presenting clear proof of AI superiority in
some areas . She a lso ment ioned the lack of
standardization in the AI industry with a huge ongoing
investment in Generative AI.

Panel Two, “Application and uses of LAWS”, was moderated
by Ms. Svjetlana Šimičić, Head of Arms Control
Department, Ministry of Defence of Republic of Croatia.

The Panel comprised the three following topics:

‘Presentation of AI in the Autonomous vessels’ topic (Mr.
Marko Pilić, PhD, University of Split, Department for
Forensic Sciences) explained the development of
autonomous ships and its classification when he
mentioned mass classification, risk classification,
cybersecurity and application of autonomous ships. ‘AI in
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Situational Awareness on Ships’ discussed the role of
situational awareness, challenges and limitations, role
of remote control centers and security concerns.
Furthermore, in ‘Uncertainty in AI Decision-Making’,
reliability decrease in new or ambiguous situations was
discussed, which can lead to unpredictable or
dangerous decisions. In the ‘Phases of Automation’
subtopic it was presented how automation is gradually
increasing through development of AI.

ACTIVITIES

The next panellist was Gen (ret.) Alexandru Galusca,
Innovation Director, Optoeletronica 2001, Romania,
who explained AWS (autonomous weapons systems)
and AIP (Artificial Intelligence Platform) for Defense. He
also explained AWS for Command along with its legal
and humanitarian constraints.

Col (ret.) Zvonko Orehovec, CBRNe Consultant, DOK-ING
Croatia, presented the role of autonomous systems in
CBRN/ID threat detection and management. He
explained the developement of Autonomous systems
with different sensors and robotic features which may
cotribute to countering this type of threats. The use of
a u t o n o m o u s s y s t e m s c o u l d b e v i t a l w h e n
contamination or radiat ion can cause serious
consequences for humans, he underlined.

Gen (ret.) Alexandru Galusca, Optoelectronica, Romania

The second day of the Workshop was dedicated to
finishing the theoretical part and started with a

practical exercise.

Panel Three, “Ethical and Legal Considerations”, was
moderated by Ms. Maria Mihaela Gurău, PhD, E-ARC
Expert, who delivered a short introduction and
announced the speakers.

Ms. Dongyoun Cho, Senior Researcher, UN Institute for
Disarmament Research, addressed the audience via
VTC and explained the current situation and efforts
taken by the UN in its try to improve international
regulation of LAWS and AI. She mentioned that UN SC
set its first meeting on generative and other Artificial
Intelligence in July 2023.

She went on to explain that the goal of the Group of
Governmental Experts (GGE) on LAWS is “to explore
and agree on possible recommendations on options
related to emerging technologies in the area of LAWS,
in the context of the objectives and purposes of the
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW),
taking into account all proposals—past, present and
future”. Lastly, she discussed the gender perspective in
AI through biases and representation of women in that
area.

Assistant Professor Nevena Aljinović, PhD, University of
Split, Department for Forensic Sciences, presented the
topic “Legal Aspects and Ethical Challenges of Artificial
Intelligence in Criminal Proceedings”. She explained
that various modalities of AI tools have found their
place in criminal justice such as facial and voice
recognition, analysis of specific databases and
predicting (predictive policing/predictive justice). She
also mentioned that algorithms have made it possible
to predict the crime's place (and time), the prediction of
violent crimes, the prediction of response to court
summons, and the prediction of recidivism (so-called
predictive policing). She also emphasized the ethical
challenges reg. AI, such as biases and fairness,
transparency, privacy, autonomy and control, security
and misuse, etc.

Assistant Professor Tonči Prodan, PhD, University of
Split, Department for Forensic Sciences, presented the
topic of AI in counterterrorism. He mentioned that
rapid advancement of technology enables malicious
individuals and groups to use AI for their purposes. This
can be countered by predictive analytics, he added,
since AI could be trained to analyze a lot of available
data in real time. That may be effective when it comes
to radicalized individuals, but also radical groups.

Assoc. Prof. Mihael Mišo Mudrić, PhD, Faculty of Law,
University of Zagreb, presented the following topic:
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Panel Four, “Case Studies”, was moderated by Marko
Pilić, PhD, University of Split, who delivered a short
introduction and announced the speakers. Thereafter,
Assoc. Prof. Mihael Mišo Mudrić, PhD, Faculty of Law,
University of Zagreb presented the topic “Use of AI in
Conflict: Case Study Lavender”.

He mentioned two available IDF tools in review – Gospel
(Habsora) and Lavender. While the Gospel IDF tool
marks buildings, structures, equipment and people as
enemy targets, Lavender marks people as enemy
targets (specifically, members of the military wings of
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (regardless of
rank). ”Where’s Daddy?” indicates when an assigned
target enters a place of habitual residence. He
mentioned that change in Operational Tactics occurred
(as per report) after 7th October while wartime reality
does not allow time to conduct a careful analysis of
each individual case – AI margin of error, as an
acceptable policy of determining collateral damage
levels, significantly increased – up to 20 civilians for
junior militants. For higher ranking militants – up to 100;
for the highest – above that threshold, with the impact
that information proxies and technical indicators
replace human oversight and human-in-the-loop
principles. Officer in charge has very little time and
limited access to utilize information to assess whether
AI recommendation is accurate, Assoc. Prof. Mišo
Mudrić, PhD underlined.

Mr. Valentin Ene, Head of Strategic Analysis, E-ARC
Bucharest, Romania explained that drones and UAVs are
no longer emergent technology because over 150

types of military aerial drones are in production in
nearly 50 states, more than 100 states deploy drones
for military purposes and at least 36 states possess or
are in the process of acquiring armed drones. It was
presented that AI refers to the ability of machines to
perform tasks that normally require human intelligence
– for example, recognizing patterns, learning from
experience, drawing conclusions, making predictions,
or taking action whether digitally or as smart software
behind autonomous physical systems.

Panel Five, “Table Top Excercise”, was moderated by
Mr. Valentin Ene, Head of Strategic Analysis, and Ms.
Maria Mihaela Gurău, PhD from E-ARC Bucharest,
Romania, who delivered a short introduction and
scenario presentation.

The second Day finished with a “Hot Wash Up” enabling
speakers and participants to express their comments
and views regarding presented subjects.

The third day of the Workshop started with a
continuation of . Participants werePanel Five (TTX)

divided into four groups, and issued with a scenario
and updates related to different injects. Each group
was tasked with confirming the understanding of a
scenario and injects and preparing an adequate
response for each situation. After finishing their task,
each team presented its outcomes in front of all
participants and speakers and answered all the
questions that were posed.

Panel Six , “LAWS and Future Direct ions” , was
moderated by Mr. Valentin Ene, Head of Strategic
Analysis from E-ARC Bucharest, who delivered a short
introduction to the topic.

The speaker was Assoc. Prof. Mihael Mišo Mudrić, PhD,
Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, who presented
the topic titled “Another Kind of Weapons System -
Future Directions”. He mentioned the use of social
media as a new way of influencing the adversary. Social
networks are widely used for data collection and just a
few of the applications are covering almost whole of
the earth’s population engaged online. That enables,
potentially, an instant influence of most of the global
population, which could pose a significant threat to
security, including economic, social, political but also
military aspects, Assoc. Profess. Mudrić stressed.

According to the World Economic Forum’s Survey
about global top risks in 2024, AI generated

“Regulation of High-risk Artificial Intelligence Systems
in Security and Defense Domain: AI Act Approach”. He
explained the purpose of the Artificial Intelligence Act
(AIA) and its relevance for the Security Sector. When AI
systems are used exclusively for military, defense or
national security purposes they fall outside the scope
of AIA, he said. When the same AI systems are used for
other purposes ( i .e . , the c iv i l ian sector, law
enforcement, etc.) they fall under the scope of AIA. Law
enforcement activities fall under the auspices of AIA,
with notable limitations regarding the use of face
recognition technology (biometric identification and
tracking). Like GDPR, AIA is based on the risk principle
(Risk-based Approach): potential threats to the
fundamental values of the Union are proportionally
aligned with regulatory compliance requirements,
Assoc. Prof. Mudrić concluded.
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The Workshop Closing session started with Closing
remarks delivered by a representative of the University
of Split, Prof. Josip Kasum, PhD, who thanked the
participants and partners for participating and
conduct ing th i s impor tant event . The E-ARC
representative, Mr. Valentin Ene, expressed great
satisfaction with the event outcomes, thanked the
participants and speakers for their engagement and
announced readiness to continue cooperation on this
very current topic.

RACVIAC Director Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie delivers a
Certificate to Assistant Professor Marko Pilić, PhD, University of Split

H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC
Director, pointed out that AI-driven autonomous systems
have the potential to revolutionize warfare, but that they
also bring forth with them complex challenges that require
careful consideration and international cooperation.

The Workshop has highlighted that the responsibility
to balance innovation with accountability lies on the
shoulders of policymakers, technologists, and global

leaders alike, Ambassador Grigorie added.

He thanked the speakers, panellists, moderators and
participants as well as partners in this event, the University
of Split, Department for Forensic Sciences and the Euro-
Atlantic Resiliance Center Bucharest, whose insights and
expertise made this workshop both enlightening and
thought-provoking.

The workshop on Artificial Intelligence (AI) clearly
demonstrated how AI is transforming the world,
revolutionizing industries, and reshaping how we live,
work, and solve problems. Its ability to analyze vast
amounts of data, automate complex tasks, and drive
innovation has made it a cornerstone of modern progress.
AI offers solutions to some of the humanity's greatest
challenges. However, its responsible development and
ethical application are equally critical to ensuring
inclusivity and fairness. Embracing AI's potential while
addressing its risks will enable us to build a future that is
smarter, more efficient, and beneficial for all.

Professor Josip Kasum, PhD, University of Split

misinformation/disinformation ranked second, after
climate change. On demand AI generated fake news
and stories are our reality. Whereas the early 2000s
have signaled a major shift from state-operated kinetic
power towards the private sector, in the late 2010s we
are witnessing a major empowerment of digital power
displayed in the theater of operations where both state
and non-state actors battle on an almost equal footing.

The last day finished with the Workshop wrap-up and
tour-de-table session moderated by Assistant
Professor Tonči Prodan, PhD, University of Split,
Department for Forensic Sciences, who briefly
emphasized the strong points of the event and invited
all participants and speakers to present their views,
comments and proposals to the organizers. During the
session participants delivered their observations and
conclusions emphasizing the importance of the topic
and proposed to consider a continuation of this topic
following further developments in the AI field.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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“Gender Training of the Trainers Course”

held in Tunisia
14 - 25 October 2024, Tunis, Republic of Tunisia

From 14th to 25th October 2024 RACVIAC -

Centre for Security Cooperation conducted

the “Gender Training of the Trainers Course

(GToT)” for participants from Tunisia by

deploying a Mobile Education and Training

Team (METT) to Tunis, Republic of Tunisia.

This important event is a direct outcome of

RACVIAC ongoing cooperation with NATO and

the Tunisian Ministry of National Defence,

marking a crucial step towards the

implementation of the Women, Peace, and

Security (WPS) agenda within the Tunisian

Armed Forces (TAF) through a NATO Defence

Capacity Building (DCB) project.

Course Group Photo

Course Opening

This two-week Course prepares instructors and trainers to
successfully plan, conduct and evaluate education,
training and exercises on how to integrate the gender
perspective within their own respective functional area
with a particular focus on the related skills and
competences required for international military
operations. It was fitted to accommodate the requirements
of the Ministry of National Defence of Tunisia.

This Course was organized upon NATO's request and as a
standalone project of a NATO DCB project for Tunisia. NATO
had previously a lready recognized RACVIAC’s
successfulness in delivering trainings to individuals and
groups in support of DCB projects. The Course execution
was supported by RACVIAC Members who provided
gender trainers and, hence, once more confirmed the
regionally owned aspect of RACVIAC.

The Course Director was LTC Marija Čičak, HR, while the
functions of syndicate leaders and instructors were
carried out by COL Antoniela Stankovska-Budimir, MK, MAJ
Tanja Katnić, ME, MSG Nura Mulavdić, BA and MSG Marija
Horvat, HR. Further work of a syndicate coordinator and
instructor was performed by LTC Goran Boroš, HR while
SGM Davorka Lerotić, HR carried out the Course
administrator and evaluator tasks.

The Course was a 9-day training event designed as a
combination of lectures, corresponding individual

and syndicate work, followed by a practical exercise
and the final exam. Prior to the beginning of the

Course the students were obliged to complete the
NATO "ADL 169" online Course, "Gender Perspective

in Military Operations".

NEWSLETTER Issue 57
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Welcome Adress by Mr Igor Gabrić, RACVIAC Activity Manager

Welcome Address by Senior Col Sawsen Miled, IGFA

From the very beginning the students were encouraged to
be open and actively contribute to joint work primarily as
members of a designated group - a syndicate. Each day
started with short common reflections targeted to point
out the accomplishments of the previous day and what lies
ahead.

The joint work started on 14th October with the Course
Opening ceremony during which Mr Igor Gabrić, RACVIAC
Activity Manager and member of the METT gave a
Welcome address on behalf of RACVIAC Director, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie.

Mr Gabrić emphasized in the Course Opening
statement the critical role of gender mainstreaming in
security and defence. The Director’s message
underscored that gender equality is not merely an
aspiration, but a fundamental right and an essential
factor when ensuring sustainable peace and security,
one of the key prerequisites for social justice and
economic development. The partnership between
NATO, RACVIAC and the Tunisian Armed Forces within
this project signifies a shared commitment to these
values, with special focus on advancing the Women,
Peace and Security (WPS) agenda that Tunisia has been
actively supporting. Mr Gabrić pointed out that this
deployment of a RACVIAC Mobile Education and
Training Team (METT) to Tunisia is a testament to
RACVIAC ability to provide practical skills where
needed and in a way that is contextual, impactful and
sustainable.

During the Opening ceremony Senior Colonel Sawsen
Miled, representing the TAF Inspector General,
underlined the importance of this GToT course for
further advancing the gender perspectives within the
Tunisian Armed Forces (TAF). She highlighted the

The first Course day ended with a Welcome Dinner, a
team building event designed to support the Course
ob jec t i ves and had the pr imary purpose o f
facilitating the students’ informal introduction, initial
syndicate bonding and creation of a posit ive
competitive spirit.

The second day of the Course started with the
familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO
Bi-SC Directive 40-1(2021) and how to identify the
gender perspective as a tool in the Commander’s
operational tool kit. Additionally, students learned
how to apply the gender perspective at the strategic,
operational and tactical level in military tasks.

The following day students were introduced to the
international humanitarian law and human rights
framework. A conflict-related sexual violence topic
was also introduced fol lowed by constructive
discussion and preparation of the syndicates for
resolutions’ presentations.

The academic part of the Course started with the
introduction of gender-related terms and definitions

and the basics of training assessment tools,
instructional strategies and techniques. It was

followed by a session on the United Nations Security
Council Resolution on Women, Peace and Security
and related Resolutions and the syndicate set-up.

partnership with RACVIAC and NATO, noting that this
training equips Tunisian defence personnel with the
necessary tools to further address gender-related
challenges and ensures greater inclusivity within the
Armed Forces.

ACTIVITIES
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Syndicate Work

Field Trip

Practical Outdoor Exercise – Role Playing

The fourth working day marked the conclusion of the first
week as Tuesday was a National holiday in Tunisia. It
started with syndicate work on extraction and discussion
about UNSCR 1325 and related Resolutions.

Additionally, participants were familiarized with the
students’ final assessment in the form of an exam, which
included composing a lesson plan and delivering a short
demonstration of a lecture or a brief, in order to
demonstrate how to teach with an integrated gender
perspective. The notions of backward design and different
instructional strategies and training methods were
introduced and placed against training situations in which
instructors have to handle resistance as they teach.

On Saturday, the Tunisian Armed Forces organized a Field
Trip for the members of the METT and a visit to the Bardo
National Museum. It was an outstanding opportunity to
become familiarized with the history and culture of the
country and increase team cohesion.

Week two began with a special teaching method, “Project
Work Day”. The aim of “Project Work Day” is to plan
education, training or an exercise that integrates a gender
perspective. Instead of lectures on how to plan and
execute training, students were working on project-
planning education, training or exercises for different
training audiences at different levels from the tactical to
the operational and strategic level.

The following day was dedicated to the practical outdoor
exercise on how to use role-playing in gender integrated
training. This type of exercise facilitates an active
understanding of information and gives participants the
opportunity to apply new skills and abilities. The simulation
also serves as a rehearsal on how to conduct future
activities.

Day seven of the Course saw students working in
syndicates on extraction of the main provisions of national
Action plans or MoD-related policy regarding UNSC
Resolutions on Women, Peace and Security. Additionally,
students used the method of debating to practice raising
gender awareness and gender training in military
operations. The day concluded with the work on additional
relevant techniques.

The eighth day of the Course was dedicated to the
modalities of including gender into already existing
education and training focusing in particular on the SSR.
The remaining time was dedicated to the final exam
preparations, supported by the syndicate leaders and
instructors. Participants worked in pairs on exam
preparation. This was the pinnacle of the Course efforts on
the students’ part after which the final exam and
graduation day came.

The official part of the Course was concluded with a
Closing Ceremony attended by the entire RACVIAC
METT, representatives of IGFA and all the students.
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Closing Ceremony, handing out of Certificates

Exchange of gifts between RACVIAC and IGFA

Speaking on behalf of RACVIAC Director, Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Mr Igor Gabrić emphasized
in the Closing address the importance of this training,
not just as a learning opportunity, but also as a catalyst
for additional improvements within the Armed Forces.
“This training has been more than a series of sessions. It
has been an exchange of ideas, experience, and
perspectives that can be implemented into daily work
and in leadership roles.”

LTC Marija Čičak, Course Director, underlined: “I hope that
the knowledge and skills you acquired during this course
will be beneficial throughout your military careers and will
enhance the implementation of the gender perspective
within your own armed forces.”

In her Closing speech Senior Colonel Sawsen Miled
thanked the Course Director as well as the instructors for
sharing their expertise and putting tremendous effort into
the execution of this event. She emphasized that the
organization of this GToT course was a confirmation of
RACVIAC expertise and the fact that it is a NATO DCB
project speaks of the commitment of all stakeholders to
the implementation of WPS policies in the security sector.

At the end of the Closing Ceremony the participants
received their certificates and tokens of gratitude were
exchanged between IGFA and RACVIAC.

Twenty-five students, therefore, successfully completed
their final exams thus confirming their dedication and
qualities as brand new gender instructors. This enhances
the capabilities of the Tunisian Armed Forces and the pool
of available gender trainers ready to assist Tunisia in
developing an organic capability in this regard.

When conducted by deploying a METT this poses additional
challenges and is normally dependent on the availability of
the resources on site. RACVIAC is, therefore, pleased to
have worked side by side with NATO’s Operations Division
and its Defence and Security Cooperation Directorate, as
well as with the Tunisian Armed Forces, on the
implementation of the NATO DCB package for Tunisia.

In total 28 participants, military officers and NCOs from
Tunisian Armed Forces as well as 8 Subject Matter Experts
and instructors from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro, North Macedonia and RACVIAC staff, took
part in the Course.

It was noted that gender equality is not only a matter
of getting the members of the Armed Forces

involved but also a strategic necessity for
operational effectiveness. By ensuring that every
soldier, regardless of gender, is able to contribute
fully, the capabilities of the Tunisian Armed Forces
will be strengthened, and their mission outcomes

improved.
The Course was conducted as a 9-day event.
Judging by the evaluations in the survey, the

instructors’ feedback, and formative and summative
assessment of the participating students, the

objectives of the GTOT Course for students in Tunisia
were achieved.

As we navigate through complex security dynamics,
RACVIAC believes that an expanded cooperation like
the one that uses a METT to deliver knowledge, skills
and expertise, is an excellent way of building a safer

and more prosperous future and is committed to
further fostering the dialogue in SEE and beyond.

ACTIVITIES
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“ArmsControlSymposium”
21 - 24 October 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation

inaugurated its annual “Arms Control

Symposium” in Rakitje on 22 October 2024.

Launched 16 years ago, this flagship event of

Cooperative Security Environment Pillar

continues to serve as a key regional platform

for discussions on Arms Control, boasting

participation of RACVIAC Members in South

East Europe and beyond.

NEWSLETTER Issue 57

Opening Ceremony

Group Photo

In his Welcome address H.E. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, expressed his
pleasure with the high level of interest in this activity once
again this year, highlighting the presence of all RACVIAC
Members: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Greece, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia,
and Türkiye. He also extended a warm welcome to
participants from the United States, Hungary, Italy, the
Netherlands and Kosovo*, acknowledging their crucial role
in fostering a cooperative security environment.

He also expressed gratitude to the distinguished speakers
from different ministries, organizations, and institutions in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Serbia, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and OSCE Vienna,
whobringextensiveknowledgeandexpertise to thisevent.

Nevertheless, he stressed the importance of keeping the
spirit of arms control alive, in this critical period faced by
arms control regimes, underscoring that it is a vital
component for transparency, peace, and stability in the
region. He affirmed RACVIAC continued commitment to
this cause through various activities, including courses on
the Vienna Document and Open Skies, as well as hosting
the symposium as a platform for dialogue and knowledge-
sharing.

Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that the
symposium would not have been possible without

the financial support of the Federal Republic of
Germany and the Republic of Croatia.

The main goal of this year’s edition of the
symposium was to facilitate discussion through five

dedicated panels focusing on key topics:

� The main challenges in the implementation
of Arms Control treaties

� Regional issues, current state of affairs

� Emerging military technologies and Artificial
Intelligence

� Arms Control perspectives: obstacles and
opportunities

� Small Arms and Light Weapons controls;
international arms transfers.
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Panel I

Symposium Participants

Panel II was dedicated to regional issues.

Ms Svjetlana imi i (Head of the Arms ControlŠ č ć

Department, Croatian Ministry of Defence) spoke

about the implementation problems surrounding the

Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control (Dayton

Peace Agreement – Ar t ic le IV) their reasons

("obsolescence" of some terms of the agreement,

organizat ional problems, external inf luences) ,

projects launched with the aim of improving the

agreement and the possibility of modernization.

Mr Denis Selimovi (Senior advisor, Ministry ofć

Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina) focused also on

the Dayton Agreement but from the perspective of

Bosnia and Herzegovina, the readiness for change

and the common interest of the stakeholders.

In Panel III the focus was on the emerging technologies.

Mr Andrew Dolan’s presentation (Director, AI Forum
Hungary/The Centre for the Study of New Security
Challenges, Edinburgh, UK) set out to describe how
proliferation pathways for such items are becoming
more difficult to police and, furthermore, how the
int roduct ion and at t ract iveness of emerg ing
technologies, especially AI-enabled, is further placing
a strain on global counter proliferation policies. He
concluded with some AI horizon scanning and the likely
impact on societal security.

Mr Raphael Lima (Researcher at the Centre for Science
& Security Studies (CSSS) at King’s College, London)
spoke about the diffusion of emerging technologies,
challenges to military organisations and arms control.

Mr Zoltán Bács (Ludovika University of Public Service,

The Symposium panels were moderated by Mr Sandro
Knezović, a research adviser from the Institute for
Development and International Relations (IRMO).

In Panel I, Col Olaf Gruender, Bundeswehr Verification
Centre, Chief Arms Control, spoke about the main
challenges in the implementation of Arms Control
Treaties and explained the views of the Bundeswehr
Verification Centre on them. He concentrated on the
German Perspective of Arms Control and analyzed the
outlines of a possible new treaty and the future of
conventional arms control.

Mr Manuel Herrera (Istituto Affari Internazionali,
Research fellow) addressed the main controversies
regarding the content and implementation of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). He presented
the content and basic commitments of the three pillars
of the NPT:

nuclear non-proliferation, peaceful uses of nuclear
energy and nuclear disarmament, the difficulties in
their implementation and, finally, the implications of a
decision to withdraw from the NPT with a special focus
on the potential dangers arising from the acquisition of
nuclear material and technology.

Mr Ralf Trapp (International Disarmament Consultant)
closed the Panel with the topic of the scope of and
global adherence to the Chemical Weapons Convention
and the Biological Weapons Convention, the status of
implementation of the treaties, the current pressures
on the regimes, the use of chemical weapons in Syria
and CW agents in Malaysia, the UK, Russia. He also
spoke about the misinformation campaign regarding
bioweapons facilities in Ukraine and Georgia as well as
the challenges emanating from advances in science
and technology.
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COL Kayhan Turhan, Programme Manager, RACVIAC CSE Pillar Handout of Certificates

On the second day the Symposium continued with
Panel IV. Ms Danijela Đurić’s presentation (OSCE, CSBM
Programme Assistant) focused on the obstacles and
opportunities in Arms Control from OSCE’s perspective.
It walked the participants through the OSCE approach
to security, its politico-military agenda and Framework
for Arms Control, touched upon the status of arms
control negotiations before February 2022, current
challenges that are the reflection of past events and
drew some conclusions about opportunities for
effective arms control in the future.

Mr László Szatmári (International Relations Expert,
Defence Innovation Research Institute) spoke about the
current role of arms control, the existing arms control
f ramework , the new emerging and disrupt ive
technologies and the new principles of war and military
operations.

The final panel of the Symposium was(Panel V)

dedicated to the international arms transfers and small

arms and light weapons (SALW).

Ms Katarina Đokic (Stockholm Peace Research Institute

(SIPRI)) started the Panel by addressing the role of

transparency in confidence building and challenges to

attain it. She briefly reviewed the different concepts of

transparency which could apply to international arms

transfers, before proceeding to discuss the challenges

and blind spots of transparency based on SIPRI’s

recent research findings and experience in the work on

Arms Transfers Database.

Ms Majl inda Behrami (Peace Research Institute

Frankfurt (PRIF)) focused on the gaps and challenges in

implementing international instruments that regulate

international transfers, like the UN Program of Action

Head of Secretariat) focused on the following three
topics:

Command & Control

Designer drugs – designer weapons;

Clash of two doctrines: the old Soviet school and the
doctrine focused on selective strikes, cost-effective
use of material sources, protection of human
resources, environment, cultural values.

Mr Davor Petek (Program Manager, Security and

Defence Program, DOK-ING Ltd.) concluded the Panel

with the topic of industry support to force readiness.

Ms Lenka Filipova (UNIDIR, Coordinator with the Security

& Technology Programme) concluded the Panel by

exploring the concept of Conf idence-Bui lding

Measures (CBMs), focusing on their definition and

importance in fostering trust and cooperation between

states. The presentation covered developments in

mu l t i l a te ra l d i scuss ions on In fo rmat ion and

Communications Technologies (ICTs), followed by an

overview of the current work of the Open-Ended

Working Group (OEWG) on ICT security. She gave an

introduction to the UNIDIR Cyber Policy Portal as well.
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Handout of Certificates

Handout of Certificates

Organized with the support of the Federal Republic of

Germany and the Republic of Croatia the event

featured high-level presentations by renowned

exper ts and sub ject mat ter spec ia l i s t s . The

participants had the opportunity to engage in key

topics such as the Vienna Document, the Open Skies

The “Arms Control Symposium” brought together
experts, delegates, and participants from 15
different countries to discuss critical issues

surrounding arms control and disarmament in
today’s global security environment.

and the Arms Trade Treaty, drawing on this year's

review and state parties’ conferences. She then moved

on to regional initiatives for SALW control as potential

solutions to closing these gaps and effectively curbing

the proliferation of illicit SALW.

Ms Tamara Svirčev (UNDP-SEESAC, Project Analyst,

SALW Control) concluded the Panel and the entire

Symposium by providing an overview of SEESAC’s

disarmament and arms control activities in South-East

Europe aimed at reducing the threat of illicit SALW and

their ammunition, work towards increased regional

cooperation, followed by a summary of activities for

enhancing stockpile security in the region as part of

SEESAC’s comprehensive approach to SALW control.

Treaty, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and

global compliance with the Chemical and Biological

Weapons Conventions. Other discussions delved into

arms control challenges related to the Dayton

Agreement, the impact of emerging technologies on

international security, international arms transfers

and small arms and light weapons.

In his Closing remarks H.E. Ambassador Constantin-

Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, expressed his

apprec ia t ion to a l l par t ic ipants , par t icu lar ly

acknowledging the invaluable contributions of the

Symposium’s speakers. Ambassador Grigorie thanked

the moderator, Mr. Sandro Knezović, whose guidance

facilitated productive and insightful discussions

throughout the event.

Re f l e c t i n g o n t h e g o a l s o f t h e S y m p o s i u m

Ambassador Grigorie noted that the main objective

was to offer a comprehensive program addressing

the pressing challenges in arms control. RACVIAC

Director further emphasized the importance of

maintaining transparency and collaboration in arms

control efforts, stating that the insights gained from

the Symposium will help reinforce the role of arms

contro l agreements and conf idence-bu i ld ing

measures in the region and beyond.

Following the conclusion of the event the participants

were awarded certificates in recognition of their

active engagement in this essential area of security

cooperation.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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„IncidentCommandSystems inSouth-Eastern
Europe–ToolsandProcedures for Interaction
ofEmergencyServices”Workshop
20 - 21 November 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

On 20-21 November 2024 the Workshop

“Incident Command Systems in South-

Eastern Europe – Tools and Procedures for

Interaction of Emergency Services” was held

in RACVIAC, Rakitje, Croatia. The event was

jointly organised by RACVIAC - Centre for

Security Cooperation and the Disaster

Preparedness and Prevention Initiative for

South-Eastern Europe.

The Workshop aimed to address the need for a
unified approach to ICS/DSS in SEE by providing a

platform for knowledge sharing and capacity
building, considering the inputs from different

countries and organizations. based on differences
and similarities of currently used ICS and DSS.

The Workshop was officially opened by H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, and Professor Rade Rajkovchevski, The

Head of the DPPI SEE Secretariat.

The need for a uni f ied approach to inc ident
command/decision support systems in South-Eastern
Europe (SEE) has been identified as a critical area for
improving the efficiency and effectiveness of civil
protection authorities and emergency services in the
region. The countries have various experiences and
approaches in using the incident command systems (ICS)
and/or decision support systems (DSS), and they deserve to
be presented in a way that benefits regional cooperation.

The Workshop should significantly improve the coordination
and effectiveness of emergency services in South-Eastern
Europe. Through the joint efforts of RACVIAC and DPPI SEE,
the outcomes of this event aimed to build a more resilient
and prepared region capable of responding to emergencies
anddisasterswithgreater efficiency and collaboration.

Ambassador Grigorie extended special thanks to Prof.
Rade Rajkochevski, Head of the DPPI SEE Secretariat,
whose invaluable collaboration was instrumental in
organizing this workshop.

The main objectives were:

1. Strengthening of Regional Cooperation:

Enhancing the partnership between RACVIAC
and DPPI SEE and promoting collaborative
ef for ts among nat ional c iv i l protect ion
authorities, emergency services and other
security services in SEE.

2. Knowledge Sharing:

Providing a forum for exchanging best practices,
tools, and procedures related to incident
command systems.

3. Capacity Building:

Improving the capabilities of national civil
protection authorities, emergency services and
other security services in SEE to interact and
coordinate effectively during emergencies and
disasters.

In total, there were 19 participants from relevant
ministries and agencies from Albania (2), Bosnia and
Herzegovina (1), Bulgaria (2), Croatia (1), North
Macedonia (3), Montenegro (3), Romania (3), Serbia (2),
Slovenia (1), Kosovo (1), DPPI SEE representative - The
head of the Secretariat, and three speakers. Guest
speakers and experts came from different institutions
(the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Romania, the Ministry of
Interior of Croatia, and the Emergency Management
Department of the Administration of the City of Ljubljana,
Slovenia).
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Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

Workshop Participants

Professor Rade Rajkovchevski, The Head of the DPPI SEE Secretariat

The lecturers and participants listened to six
presentations prepared and delivered by

participants from Albania, Bulgaria, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Romania, and Serbia.

Ambassador Grigorie noted that the Workshop aims to
foster collaboration among South-Eastern European
countries by examining the interaction between their
Incident Command Systems (ICS) and Decision Support
Systems (DSS). He emphasized that the Workshop is a
unique opportunity for participants to share knowledge
and best practices and align their efforts with broader
regional and global frameworks, stressing the importance
of ensuring that national and regional emergency
management systems are adaptable, effective, and
interoperable.

Professor Rade Rajkochevski, in his address, highlighted
the crucial role of DPPI SEE in facilitating regional
cooperation and improving the capacity of national
emergency services in South-Eastern Europe. He
underlined the importance of this Workshop in addressing
common challenges faced by the region and expressed
the expectation that collaboration gained through the
Workshop would help bridge the gaps and create a more
vital and resilient region.

After Professor Rajkovchevski's presentation on the

introduction and understanding of ICS/DSS, the national

representatives and delegations delivered their

presentations.

The participants’ presentations provided valuable insights

into the specific ICS/DSS, tools and procedures necessary

for the effective interaction of emergency services in the

context of large-scale disasters, providing a platform for

sharing best practices and aligning efforts with Euro-

Atlantic standards.

In the second panel Mr Domagoj Galović, Designer of

information systems, Ministry of Interior of Croatia,

delivered his presentations, covering two topics:

� Overview of tools used in incident command

systems.

� Best practices for the interaction of civil protection

authorities, emergency and other security

services.

Day two of the Workshop started with the presentation
by Mr Julij Jeraj, Senior adviser in the Emergency
Management Department, the Administration of the
City of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He explained the theoretical
foundations of disaster management and emergency
management, focusing on emergency response and
the Incident Command System, one of the most widely
used emergency management frameworks. Mr Jeraj
also briefly introduced some of the national emergency
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Syndicate Work (TTX)

Group Photo

Handout of Certificates

The event's highlight was the presentation of the two
TTX results. The results showed that, although the final

results were undoubtedly very similar, there are
differences in how the desired outcome is achieved.

The two different paths proved that one of the essential
goals of the Workshop was achieved: the exchange of

different approaches, procedures, and tools.

The participants of the Workshop were satisfied
with the event's outcome, highly praising the joint

efforts of RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation, and the Disaster Preparedness and
Prevention Initiative for South-Eastern Europe in

organising this activity.

In his Closing remarks Professor Rade Rajkovchevski, The

Head of the DPPI SEE Secretariat, reminded that key topics

such as incident command systems, decision support

tools, and practical strategies for improving coordination

among national civil protection authorities and emergency

services, were explored during the Workshop. Professor

Rajkovchevski pointed out the need for streamlined

command systems to ensure efficient cooperation during

emergencies and disasters, and thanked RACVIAC for co-

organizing the Workshop.

On behalf of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Deputy Director RADM Predrag

Stipanović expressed heartfelt appreciation to all the

speakers, moderators, and participants for their

contributions, highlighting the value of their expertise in

identifying the tools and procedures necessary for

effective civil protection in the region.

Reflecting on the Workshop's goals RADM Stipanović

highlighted the importance of extending these

discussions beyond the event.

Once the Workshop was concluded the participants were

awarded certificates, marking their successful engagement

in this essential field of security cooperation.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).

management systems established in Sweden, Austria,
Switzerland, Italy, and the USA.

The final activity of the Workshop was a tabletop
exercise (TTX) in which the participants responded to
a scenar io presented by Mr. Alexandru Ioan,
Directorate General for Civil Protection, Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Romania. The participants were
divided into two groups and tasked to create the
incident command structure in the form of a tree, with
all the ICS sections as branches. The additional task
for the participants was to define all the roles of the
officers involved in the structure.
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“ConferenceonSecurityChallenges forEurope”
3 - 4 December 2024, Zagreb, Croatia

A two-day “Conference on Security

Challenges for Europe” was held in Zagreb on

3-4 December 2024. The Conference was a

continuation of an established series of

activities aimed towards enabling open and

comprehensive discussions on emerging

security challenges for Europe and South East

European countries in particular.

The Conference Venue

Conference Opening - VIP guests at the
Conference hall in Hotel Westin Zagreb

It discussed Russian aggression on Ukraine and
weaponization of everything, ecology, technology and the
energy perspective, along with challenges from beyond.
EU enlargement was also addressed with emphasis on its

The Conference was opened by RACVIAC Director, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie. The Conference
Keynote Address was delivered by H.E. Gordan Grlić
Radman, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs and
Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Croatia.

The Opening session continued with addresses by the
Academician Željko Reiner, Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament of Republic of Croatia, Mr. Holger H. Haibach,
Head of the KAS Office in the Republic of Croatia, and Dr.
Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean at the George C. Marshall
European Centre for Security Studies. The Opening
session was closed by Mr. Christian Hellbach, Ambassador
of Republic of Germany to Croatia, and HE. Nathalie Rayes,
Chief of Mission of the United States of America to the
Republic of Croatia.

It was the twelfth annual activity conducted as a result of
fruitful cooperation between RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation and the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)
Office in Croatia. RACVIAC long-standing academic partner
in this event is the George C. Marshall European Centre for
Security Studies (Balkans 360 Initiative).

The Conference was dedicated to energy and
climate security topics and the impacts of the war in

Ukraine. The Conference main objectives were
closely connected to the strategic shifts in Europe

with emphasis on SE Europe.

ACTIVITIES

main security and economical implications for South East
Europe.

The Conference gathered more than 190 participants,
senior level national security policy makers and subject
matter experts from the ministries of foreign affairs,
ministries of interior, ministry of defence, Diplomatic
corps, governmental and non-governmental organizations
and members of the academic community involved in
addressing the contemporary security challenges and
policy development processes. From the RACVIAC
Members and Associate Members participants from
Albania (3), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2), Croatia (3),
Germany (1), Greece (2), Hungary (1), North Macedonia (3),
Montenegro (2) and Kosovo* (3) were present.
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H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie,
Director of RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation

H.E. Gordan Grlić Radman, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs,
Special Envoy of Prime Minister Andrej Plenković

Furthermore, he expressed special gratitude to Mr. Holger
H. Haibach and the KAS Office in Croatia for putting
enormous efforts into its organization, as well as Dr. Roloff
and the George C. Marshall European Centre for Security
Studies for supporting it with such a high level of expertise.
“I firmly believe that our Conference represents an
appropriate platform for a productive interaction between
all relevant security policy stakeholders“, he mentioned.

Ambassador Grigorie introduced the Agenda of the four
Conference Panels to the audience and highlighted their
importance for transnational security. The Conference,
Director of RACVIAC underlined, is aimed at focusing on
strategic shifts in Europe and South East Europe,
particularly in connection to the Russia-Ukraine war, crisis
in the Middle East, and global security transition.

The inaugural Panel, “The Russian War Against Ukraine and
the Weaponizat ion of Every thing” , provided a
comprehensive analysis on how almost everything can be
misused to gain a military advantage, he mentioned.

Reflecting on the Second Panel, focused on Ecology,
Technology and Energy in South East Europe, RACVIAC
Director highlighted the importance of resources to gain
technological advancement aligned with environmental
awareness to preserve global predictability. South East
Europe stands at a pivotal crossroads where ecology,
technology, and energy intersect, he mentioned.

In his foreword to the Third Panel, “Challenges from
Beyond”, he mentioned that it will discuss the overriding
challenges, ranging from the global to the local level. The
interconnectedness of the Baltic Sea and Arctic regions
plays a pivotal role in the security landscape of South East
Europe, as shifts in these strategic areas influence military
dynamics, energy routes, and economic stability across
the continent, he mentioned. Hybrid security and
migration are pressing challenges in South East Europe,
demanding coordinated regional responses. These issues
are interconnected, as instability drives migration, and
weak systems invite exploitation by malicious actors, he
pointed out.

RACVIAC Director, in addition, highlighted the importance
of the Fourth Panel, “EU Enlargement”, which discusses the
enlargement process in South East Europe, he said. This
action is more than a policy; it is a commitment to peace,
stability, and shared prosperity, he stressed. The region's
integration into the European Union will strengthen
democracy, enhance economic opportunities, and
promote security across the continent. However, this
process requires mutual dedication to reforms,
particularly in governance, the rule of law, and human
rights, he added. For the Western Balkans, EU membership
represents a path to lasting stability. For Europe, it
strengthens unity in an increasingly complex world.
Together, we can ensure that the Western Balkans realize
their full potential as equal partners in a united Europe,
RACVIAC Director said.

In continuation the Opening session was represented by
H.E. Mr. Gordan Grlić Radman, Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Croatia. In his Keynote address,
he pondered on the central theme of this year’s
conference, emphasizing its importance as one of the
central events when it comes to discussion about security
topics.

The Russian war against Ukraine is not just a
conventional conflict; it’s a chilling example of the

weaponization of everything. Beyond the battlefield,
Russia has exploited energy, food, and even truth
itself as tools of war, he added. By weaponizing

energy supplies, it seeks to weaken global resolve,
and by blockading food exports, it risks famine for

millions worldwide, Ambassador Grigorie said.

Opening the Conference H.E. Ambassador Grigorie, in his
Welcome Address, proudly underlined the importance of
this event by saying that this was the twelfth conference in
a series of similar events, and that it is the biggest RACVIAC
event in terms of participation, and a flagship event of
RACVIAC.
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Academician Željko Reiner,
Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Republic of Croatia

Mr Holger Haibach, Head of the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) Office in Croatia

“This year’s topic of Strategic Shifts is as pertinent as it can
be since it characterizes the world we are currently living
in”, he said.

Minister Grlić Radman assessed that the Russian
aggression on Ukraine has turned out to be a critical
moment in shaping and transforming today’s international
relations. These shifts manifest themselves in NATO going
back to its roots as a focal point for transatlantic
deterrence and defense but also in the strengthening of
relations among non-Western powers. There is as well a
growing understanding within the EU of the need for more
resilience in security and defense.

He also mentioned that, in this soft belly of Europe, Russia,
either directly or through its proxies, employs hybrid, cyber,
economic, and other means to destabilize the region, posing a
direct challenge to our closest neighborhood.

He concluded that the policy of appeasement has not worked
in the 1990s, is not working now, and will not work in the future.

The Opening session continued with the speech of
Academician Željko Reiner, Deputy Speaker of Parliament,
Republic of Croatia, who mentioned that it is very important to
have such an event in the yearly calendar to discuss actual
topics and challenges, communication and transportation as
well as development of artificial intelligence.

He mentioned that Croatia has gone through many
challenges over the past thirty years and joined the Euro-
Atlantic integration process. This complex journey was
done in a, historically speaking, short period of time, and it
is possible to use this knowledge and experience for those

Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean of the George C. Marshall
European Centre for Security Studies, in his Opening
speech pointed out that Western Balkans represents for
the George C. Marshall European Centre one of the key
priorities for many years now, and that the Center is
investing huge efforts to bring countries from the Western
Balkans closer to the EU, closer to NATO, but also
supporting them in many ways. That requires a lot of
strategic thinking, not only to support countries in their
efforts in this regard, but also for stability and prosperity
and, finally, to establish resilience which is required in the
challenging world we find ourselves in. It certainly requires
creative thinking, he added.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has led to NATO’s
expansion, making NATO even stronger and more
united than ever. This has forced Russia to seek

stronger ties with countries that have antagonistic
relations with the collective West.

Finally, Mr. Haibach pointed out that peace is not an
absence of war. Peace is security, prosperity, good

livelihood and safe surroundings, he stressed.

aspiring to become members of NATO and EU. Looking at
the actual security challenges in the world the Croatian
Parliament is taking an active role by contributing to the
resolution of conflict by directing attention to the
importance of ensuring an international legal framework,
he mentioned.

The Opening session continued with the speech of Mr.
Holger H. Haibach, Head of the KAS Office in the Republic of
Croatia, who thanked the organizers and Embassies of
Germany and the USA for providing constant support to
this Conference.

He mentioned the three uses of RACVIAC itself, the first one
as a platform for exchange of relevant information between
governments of Members, Associate Members and others,
but also as an intergovernmental think thank where hard
topics could be discussed and, lastly, a training facility for
participants from the armed forces where Members and
even others can get training in various subjects.
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Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean, George C. Marshall
European Center for Security Studies

Mr. Christian Hellbach, Ambassador of the
Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Croatia

H.E. Natalie Rayes, Ambassador of the
United States of America to the Republic of Croatia

In his Introductory message H.E. Dr. Christian Hellbach,
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Croatia,
expressed his gratitude for being invited and to be able to
share his expertise and experience on the topic. He
mentioned that the debate about Security Challenges, which
is conducted both in Brussels and the EU capitals, is a
debate which is way overdue. It relates to Russian
aggression over the Ukraine lasting almost three years now,
with no end in sight, and is certainly the biggest challenge
for our joint security in Europe in many decades, he
mentioned. Fatigue and indifference must be ignored,
because Russia is not only a revisionist power but also
because others might be watching how much resolve we
could invest into Russians oppression, he stressed. The end
of the Cold war is not the end of history, we actually
experienced what we in Germany call “Zeitenwende”, which
means “A change of times“, in business, industry, politics and
security. This prompted a new world order that generates
friction and the fact that no one knows what this order will
look like, which is not making things easier, he stressed.

Now we see more actors on the scene, more disorder, and
more armed conflict. The weaponization of everything,
hybrid warfare and the potential risk of new technologies
could fuel the conflicts. Germany is trying to find answers
to the National security strategy after decades of seeing
that the armed forces' main task is in contributing to
international peace missions, he pointed out. German
national strategy is organized into three main lines, i.e.,
building robust defense capabilities, making defence,
institutions and economy more resilient, and, safeguarding
the national environment embedded into strengthening
the transatlantic partnership, he concluded.

In her Introductory message H.E. Dr. Nathalie Rayes,
Ambassador of the United States of America to the
Republic of Croatia, after expressing gratitude to the
organizers, mentioned that this Conference could not be
more timely and more relevant than it is. She expressed
gratitude to Croatian support to Ukraine. For the USA,
transatlantic relations remain a cornerstone of global
commitments, she added. “We are resolute in deterring
aggression and addressing the challenges to Europe,
peace and security”, she mentioned. While the war in
Ukraine reminds us that freedom and stability cannot be
taken for granted, it also strengthens our resolve to work
collectively to defend the values that we cherish the most.
She stressed that discussion will not only deepen our
shared understanding but also strengthen our resolve to
build a more secure and peaceful future for all.

He finally mentioned that our common values are
democracy and a free market and whatever issues

we are overwhelmed with, and that this is something
we need to stick to.

The Conference consisted of four Panels:

� “The Russian War Against Ukraine and the
Weaponization of Everything”

� “Ecology, Technology and Energy in South East
Europe”

� “Challenges from Beyond”

� “EU Enlargement”.
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Panel 1

The discussion opened with reflections on how the Russian
invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, represented a
significant paradigm shift in global security perceptions.
Despite prior warnings since October 2021, the West was
unprepared for the scale of the attack. The event triggered
drastic political changes, including Finland and Sweden
abandoning neutrality to join NATO and Germany
discarding its pacifist stance. It was mentioned that Russia
perceives itself at war with the West, aiming to weaken
Ukraine's statehood and Western political unity. Prolonged
conflict ties down Russian forces, heightening risks of
nuclear blackmail and hybrid warfare. Concerns over
NATO’s Article 5 clarity and potential escalation into
broader war were emphasized. It was further stated that
Russia self-deters from nuclear weapon use due to
geopolitical, economic, and military consequences.
Domestic instability could arise from further mobilization
or prolonged conflict. Ukraine's future may hinge on
strategic alignments such as NATO membership or
deterrent capabilities, while Crimea's status remains
pivotal for regional security.

The conversation then transitioned to examining the rise
of weaponization across global economic, technological,
and security domains. The slowdown and reversal of global
economic integration were linked to increasing
inequalities and imbalances, creating a world divided into
"winners" and "losers". This shift was said to have
introduced a win-lose paradigm, where confrontational
states prioritize national sovereignty, techno-nationalism,
and zero-sum strategies. Weaponization was outlined as a
conceptual framework that leverages interdependence,
domestic institutions, and dual-use technologies, which
was noted to often exacerbate the security dilemma. It was
mentioned that this dilemma occurs when states' security
measures unintentionally provoke others, leading to
escalating investments in defense. A case study on the
global semiconductor industry was highlighted,
demonstrating the weaponization of design networks,
materials, manufacturing equipment, and trade. This was
described as reflecting a broader clash of technological
ecosystems, particularly between the USA and China. It

“The Russian War Against Ukraine and the
Weaponization of Everything”, started with the

remarks of the Panel moderator, Dr. Sebastian von
Münchow, George C. Marshall European Center for

Security Studies, College. He opened it by
introducing the speakers, Dr. Graeme Herd, George
C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies, Dr.

Kristijan Kotarski, Faculty of Political Science,
University of Zagreb and Prof. Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy
Dean, College, George C. Marshall European Center

for Security Studies.

“Ecology, Technology and Energy in South East
Europe”, started with the remarks of the Panel

moderator, Dr. Başar Baysal, Associate Professor,
Ankara Science University. He opened it by

announcing the speakers, Mr. Jan Wever, Director,
Magnesium for Europe, Dr. Mišo Mudrić, Associate
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb and

Ms. Maria Mihaela Gurău, E-ARC Bucharest.

was emphasized that while weaponization offers strategic
advantages, its overuse undermines effectiveness,
highlighting the need for capacity-building efforts to
address ongoing global tensions. This dynamic was
described as creating a volatile world oscillating between
globalization and de-globalization.

Further exploration focused on the interplay between
globalization, digitalization, and security, revealing how
these dynamics are reshaping global relations. Concerns
were raised about who dominates and sets rules within
world trade organizations and frameworks for financial
systems, as well as who establishes norms in finance,
energy, and technology sectors.

It was said that the COVID-19 pandemic exposed
vulnerabilities in global supply chains, highlighting the
i m p o r t a n c e o f re s i l i e n c e a n d re - eva l u a t i n g
interdependencies. The need to protect critical
infrastructure, which is increasingly linked to the
digitalization of daily life, was emphasized. This protection
must be addressed at national, regional, and global levels.
The European Union’s recent Economic Security Strategy
was highlighted as a step toward safeguarding and
building resilience in critical systems. It was noted that the
pandemic initiated valuable discussions among
economists, business leaders, and security experts,
fostering a better understanding of how interrelations and
supply chains operate. These conversations were seen as
essential for addressing current challenges and mitigating
risks in an interconnected world.
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Panel 2

The discussion commenced with a focus on the critical
importance of securing raw materials for industries such
as renewable energy, aerospace, and defense. Bosnia and
Herzegovina was identified as a promising location for
magnesium production due to its abundant dolomite
reserves and renewable energy potential, despite the
challenges in political and infrastructural systems.
Magnesium's unique characteristics - lightweight,
recyclability, and strength - make it essential for such
industries as the automotive, for aluminum production,
and defense. The global magnesium market is currently
dominated by China, which has over 85% of global
production, raising concerns about supply chain security.
Magnesium has a reputation as a “defense metal”.
Magnesium is an essential structural material for the
production of spacecraft, military aircraft, missiles, high-
mobility vehicles, and ships, and it is widely used in
manufacturing flares and incendiary bombs because of its
high heat and light when it burns. The proposed Al-thermic
production process offers an environmentally sustainable
and efficient alternative with no waste, producing valuable
by-products such as calcium carbonate and dry ice. The
importance of magnesium in strategic industries and the
global economy was highlighted while advocating for
innovative and diverse sourcing methods.

The conversation then transitioned to the challenges
posed by the rise of the information society, which
introduces significant security concerns that demand
urgent attention. Questions were posed about the
motivations behind large-scale data collection efforts by
companies like Google, Baidu, and Tesla, such as the
digitization of books, mapping of road infrastructure, and
collection of user data. The global implications of systems
like China’s Social Credit System were also explored, with
concerns about their potential replication in other regions.
The widespread dissemination of fake news and
misinformation was identified as a critical issue, raising
doubts about the capacity to ensure accurate and timely
information while combating cyber-information hybrid
warfare. The ability of AI to influence public discourse,
control narratives, and shape public opinion was
emphasized as a growing concern. A shift in power
dynamics was highlighted, moving from state-dominated
intelligence operations to a complex landscape where
private actors play a substantial role. Data acquisition,
control, quality, and use (ACQU) were presented as crucial
elements in shaping geopolitical conditions and
determining strategic outcomes in the digital age.

Building on these themes, the Panel explored the strides
made by South East Europe in enhancing energy resilience
and security. It was noted that the region’s reliance on
Russian gas had drastically declined, with imports
dropping from over 40% in 2021 to approximately 8% in
2023. For pipeline gas and LNG combined, Russia
accounted for less than 15% of total EU gas imports.

Key legislative measures, such as Romania's offshore wind

The panelists delved into the notions of Arctic Security,
hybrid activities in South East Europe and border security
and migration.

It was pointed out that the Arctic region is of growing
importance and is deeply affected by climate change,
geoeconomic trends, technological advances,
geopolitical dynamics and strategic competition. This
makes the area an integrated part of strategic deterrence
considerations. Arctic operational challenges are vast, but
it is becoming an increasingly important trade route
driving the GDPs of the largest Arctic powers, especially
Russia, and affecting the Baltic and Black Sea trade, hence
confirming that security matters everywhere. It was

The Third Panel, themed “Challenges from Beyond”,
started with the opening remarks of the Panel

moderator Dr. Sandro Knezović, a Counsellor at
Institute for Development and International Relations

(IRMO). He opened it by introducing the panelists,
CMDR Rachael Gosnell of the George C. Marshall

European Center for Security Studies, Prof. Dr. Dan
Dungaciu, President of the Black Sea University

Foundation and Mr. Zeynal Hajiyev, Chief of Mission,
IOM Serbia.

energy law and the National Strategy on Energy (2025-
2035), were highlighted as pivotal steps toward long-term
sustainability. Key energy projects include the construction
of the Tarni a-Lăpu e ti hydropower plant and the expansion
of the Cernavodă Nuclear Power Plant using advanced
CANDU 6 reactor technology. Romania’s emergence as the
EU's largest gas producer, with 2.3 billion cubic meters of
gas produced in the second quarter of 2024, underscores
its leadership in energy production. Additionally, the
Neptun Deep project in the Black Sea, covering an area of
7,500 square kilometers, is expected to begin producing
substantial natural gas volumes by 2027, further
diversifying energy sources and enhancing resilience.
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Panel 3

Also, the interconnectedness of migrations and security
were explored within the framework of challenges
emanating outside the region of South East Europe. A
growing trend shows that labor migrants are on the rise at
the borders of the countries in the region with their status
largely unattended for which calls for regulated labor
mobility in the region. As the desired final destination of
migrants are EU countries, these considerations should
impact the policies of the EU. Whether migrants can be a
part of the security solutions was also discussed as part of
a wider discussion on migration trends and the policy of
strengthening the EU’s outer border.

It was stated that Europe faces significant security
challenges, particularly with the ongoing war in Ukraine,
which has highlighted the need for stronger defense
capabilities and strategic autonomy within the EU. While
national defense remains primarily the responsibility of
individual Members, cooperation on security matters has
been ongoing since 1999. The European Commission
plays a key role in enhancing the EU’s defense capacity, it
was emphasized.

Furthermore, it was stated that the Russian invasion on
Ukraine in 2022 was a pivotal moment for EU defense
policy. For the first time to date, European countries
directly financed military aid to a country at war. Through
the European Peace Facility, the EU has provided over 17
billion euros in military assistance, including weapons and

“EU Enlargement”, started with the Panel
introduction by Ms. Zrinka Ujević, Head of EU

Delegation Zagreb.

pointed out that prior to 2022 and Russia’s aggression on
Ukraine the eight Arctic countries have reached
unprecedented levels of cooperation.

E x t re m e l y h a r s h w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s , p o o r
communications coverage and lack of infrastructure have
posed serious challenges in domain awareness even
before it became a premier arena of strategic competition
with Russia’s militarization of the Arctic and the Sino-
Russian partnership rising and attracting increased global
interest. The accession of Sweden and Finland to NATO
have brought about the convergence of NATO’s Eastern
and Nor thern f lanks with impacts to secur i ty
considerations in Europe. On the economic side, the Arctic
is an area of interest with its abundance of raw material
also, which has numerous applications in today’s defence
industry.

As the discussion moved to the geographic South East,
disinformation was pointed out as a hybrid threat to the
security of South East Europe. In a time of greater
opportunities to access the information through the work
of numerous organizations and vast research, we are faced
with a record high percentage of disinformed population
among which mistrust, suspicion and disbelief come as
default. This situation evokes questions which are more
numerous than the answers that can be given. The Panel
discussion to determine the reasons for this state looked
at several main problematic assumptions: the theoretical
explanation of our dealings with disinformation as a hybrid
threat, focus on the supply, not the demand side, levels of
disenchantment of the West and a part of the talk was
devoted to the time of disinformation, after Trump’s
victory in the USA.

Focusing more on the supply side than on the demand side
could assist in the fight against disinformation as it brings
about more choice for the recipient of the message to
distinguish the factual information from the propaganda.
Also, when compared to the state of affairs of 30 years ago,
the level of trust in the institutions, the media, and
international organizations is significantly lower. This
brings about the disenchantment of the West and it was
pointed out that the western narrative does not fall on
fertile ground in, for example, Russia because the level of
trust that the Russian people put into the western leaders
has depleted from 60% in the 1990s to only 10%
nowadays. Failing to properly address the concerns of the
majority of all of its citizens could make the EU face an
accentuated challenge that could have repercussions on
the Euro-Atlantic order. Messaging that the other side is
not better than you carries significant weight in today’s
information war.

Trump’s victory in the USA was described as a turning point
in the societal revolution we are witnessing today in the
United States. It was stressed that the main challenge in
combating disinformation may turn out to be defining the
true identity of nationalism and patriotism in Europe
against the Trump vs. Putin considerations. The

conclusions pointed out in the direction of the need for
European leaders to engage their people more and build
the trust in European institutions in order to effectively
combat disinformation/propaganda from any actor. This
will have to involve a genuine conversation about the
future of the EU, it was added.
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Ms. Zrinka Ujević, Head of the Office of the EU Delegation, Zagreb

Moderator of the Panel Dr. Bekim Maksuti, University of
Tetovo, introduced the Panel and speakers, Mr. Hristo
Hristov, Head of political team, Office of EU Delegation, Mr.
Damir Džeba, Member of Parliament of the Federation of BA
and Dr. Melanie H. Ram, California State University Fresno,
USA.

The conversation started with a presentation on how the
regional international organizations contribute to European
integration. There are many international organizations
present in SEE dealing with different fields and gathering
different members or audience. Euro-Atlantic integration is
not only the reason countries have joined and remain in so
many IOs, but a fundamental reason as well. With new
challenges continually emerging, these IOs provide lots of
tools to support EU and international objectives in the
region. These organizations are helping countries to meet
EU standards by knowledge sharing among different
stakeholders but also addressing common concerns such

Further conversation included a statement by European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen making EU
enlargement a geostrategic priority. This marks a shift
from the previous Juncker Commission, where
enlargement was less emphasized. Ongoing geopolitical

Countries from the region are contributing to the
international security missions and initiatives.

Despite the progress made, Western Balkans is still
under pressure to be a reliable security partner, it
was mentioned. Political instability and unsolved

issues remain sources of tensions. Weak institutions,
corruption and political influence in security sectors

continue to limit effectiveness, it was also stated.

equipment, and an additional 15 billion euros for Ukraine’s
reconstruction and modernization. In total, the EU has
committed 118 billion euros in support to Ukraine.

A central goal of the European Commission is to enhance
the EU's capacity to act independently in security matters.
This includes initiatives for joint arms production,
addressing capability gaps, and ensuring military system
support for partners. A new Commissioner for Defense has
been appointed to prepare a white paper on the future of
European defense, with a focus on strategic projects,
investments, and improving EU-NATO cooperation.

The EU is also committed to its enlargement policy, which
has become even more strategic in light of the geopolitical
shifts caused by the war in Ukraine. Countries like Ukraine,
Moldova, and Georgia are now pursuing European
integration, a process that requires deep legal and political
reforms. The Commission prioritizes the rule of law,
democracy, and human rights in candidate countries,
ensuring a fair and transparent accession process.

The Commission remains dedicated to advancing both
defense and enlargement goals, it was concluded.

as corruption and organized crime, illegal migration and
trafficking, energy and cyber security, water resources
management, economic development, etc. Even though
some countries from the region already joined NATO and
EU, they remain active in regional organizations by actively
participating in regional initiatives. There is dominant public
opinion that regional cooperation contributes to security
and wellbeing of the population, and they consider that
things bringing Western Balkans together are more
important than those dividing them.

Furthermore, it was mentioned that EU membership is a
catalyst for overcoming regional conflicts, promoting
reconciliation, strengthening regional cooperation and
development and acceleration of internal institutional and
economic reforms.

It was also added that Western Balkans were historically
associated with political instability and security challenges
and that there is a transformation from perceiving it as a
threat to potential provider of security solutions. This
transformation began in the late twentieth century driven
by international interventions, reforms and regional
cooperation and has been accelerated by the process of
Euro-Atlantic integration. In the late 20th century Western
Balkans was synonymous with political crisis, ethnic conflict
and humanitarian disasters. The wars in former Yugoslavia
destabilized the region and provoked international
interventions including NATO and UN interventions. The key
security challenges included ethnic conflicts, transnational
crime including human trafficking and drug and arms
smuggling and trade. It was further mentioned that
transformation into a security provider has been the result
of combination of internal reforms, international assistance
and regional cooperation. International reforms motivated
by the prospect of European integration of the Western
Balkans have spurred substantial reforms of security
sectors like professionalization of the armed forces, police
and judiciary reforms in line with the European standards,
combating corruption and transnational crime.
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Panel 4

Mr. Norbert Eshborn, Incoming Director of
KAS Office for Croatia and Slovenia

The Closing Perspectives were delivered by Dr. Norbert
Eschborn, Incoming Director of KAS Office for Croatia and
Slovenia.

Not only can we not ignore what is happening in our
neighborhood, but what happens in conflicts in distant
countries and continents now also has direct consequences
for us. This is not yet fully understood and accepted
everywhere either, he emphasized. He also pointed out that
in its efforts to meet the new challenges in the security
sector it is necessary that Europe works more closely
together, both at the bilateral and supranational level.

Next, it was mentioned that both climate and energy play a
fundamental role in our perceptions of individual and
collective security. Recent weather disasters in Europe
have caused unprecedented damage and incurred
significant losses of human lives. Russia’s large-scale
invasion of Ukraine in February 2002 has fundamentally
altered the calculus of Europe’s energy security. Faced
with these and other challenges, Europe must find an
optimal way to guarantee safety and security for its
Members and their populations.

Individual states have limited ways and means to predict
and respond effectively to weather events. Extreme
weather events can have enormous political/social/
economic impacts. Initiatives such as the European Union
Solidarity Fund (EUSF) enable a crisis response at a
collective level within the EU. Not all EU countries are
subject to equal energy risks. Demand side reductions are
only a temporary/partial solution. Collective and
coordinated investment is necessary to have balance.
Energy (and food) inflation disproportionally affect lower
income households, it was concluded.

It was mentioned that security today is no longer
one-dimensional but multidimensional. Its

significance no longer relates only to the military
sphere but encompasses political, economic and

social cohesion aspects too. This seems obvious at
first but has not yet been fully embraced by many
sections of our societies. Security is indivisible, Dr.

Eschborn stated.

Not only the armies but also the populations must be
prepared for a world of intensifying conflicts, he

stated. EU Members must prioritize solidarity, setting
aside differences to uphold shared values of

democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. The
EU, as a central actor, must work to bridge gaps

between smaller and larger states, fostering
cohesion through equitable resource distribution and
collaborative decision-making, he further concluded.

tensions, particularly Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, have
further highlighted the importance of stabilizing the
Western Balkans and its integration into the EU.

The EU is providing substantial financial support to the
region, with six Western Balkan countries now eligible
for up to €6 billion between 2024 and 2027, tied to the
implementation of reforms. This funding aims to
accelerate the EU integration of the Western Balkans.
However, stricter criteria and more detailed scrutiny are
in place to ensure that candidate countries are fully
prepared. It was concluded that the enlargement
process has evolved, demanding greater readiness and
commitment to reforms before full EU membership, with
the goal of strengthening democracy, media freedom,
and the rule of law across the region.
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Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean for Academics,
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies

RACVIAC Staff

Prof. Dr. Sc. Ralf Roloff expressed gratitude to RACVIAC for
organizing the 12th Security Challenges for Europe
Conference in Zagreb and to KAS for being an exceptional
partner. He emphasized that this annual December event
has become a significant platform for discussing security
challenges impacting South East Europe, and the
international community.

Over the past 12 years this conference has grown in terms

of participation and speaker caliber. This year’s

discussions highlighted strategic shifts in EU politics,

economics, emerging disruptive technologies, and the

energy sector, focusing on how these developments

reshape security frameworks at national and regional

levels, he mentioned.

Prof. Dr. Roloff addressed the implications of the Russian

war on the EU and regional security, particularly for South

East Europe as many nations strive to join the EU. He

stressed the importance of understanding the complexity

of these challenges, urging participants to focus not only

on vulnerabilities but also on opportunities, such as the

EU’s new Raw Materials Act.

Closing on a positive note, he encouraged innovative

thinking to improve global and regional security, thanking

all participants for their contributions.

He also mentioned that the exchange of ideas among
policymakers, experts, and practitioners has underscored
the importance of collaboration at every level—national,
regional, and international. Our shared commitment to
safeguarding the region’s security has never been more
critical, and today’s dialogue has reinforced the need for
integrated strategies and mutual support, he said.

“We must remember that security does not exist in
isolation; it is intertwined with global stability. The ideas and
thoughts arising from this conference will serve as a
foundation for tangible progress, ensuring that we remain
resilient in the face of emerging threats”, Director of
RACVIAC concluded.

The successful cooperation of all partners involved in its
execution, the “Conference on Security Challenges for
Europe”, resulted in a permanent increase of number of
participants and strong interest of different stakeholders.
The relevance of the topic discussed together with the
strong international reputation of speakers has significantly
contributed to boosting interest in this event among state
officials and academic society in the region and beyond.

Lastly, enabling networking and creating opportunities for
participants to share their national and individual
concerns represents RACVIAC openness and commitment
to regional ownership.

The Closing remarks were delivered by Dr. Ralf
Roloff, Deputy Dean for Academics, George C.

Marshall European Center for Security Studies and
RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail

Grigorie.

“Together, we have tackled the multifaceted security
challenges that Europe faces, all the way from

geopolitical tensions and cyber threats to climate-
induced risks and migration dynamics”, Director of
RACVIAC, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

pointed out.

RACVIAC with its partners has continued to prove
itself as an Organization implementing its mission of
fostering dialogue and cooperation by organizing

events with up-to-date topics offering a new
perspective for common understanding and

cooperation.
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Regional Workshop on the Evaluation of Nuclear

Security Detection Architecture
9-13 December 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) cooperated with RACVIAC - Centre for

Security Cooperation, from 2016 to 2019, on

a series of regional workshops on nuclear

security detection architecture (NSDA).

Currently, the IAEA and RACVIAC are

cooperating on a new series of three regional

workshops on NSDA, the last of which is a

regional workshop on the evaluation of

nuclear security detection architecture.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

Mr. Mirza Mohamed, IAEA

Once a nuclear security detection architecture (NSDA) is
designed, developed and implemented, it should be reviewed
and assessed, in order to verify that it addresses the functional
outcomes and the prioritized gaps. The evaluation process
should include the entire range of NSDA elements: awareness,
legal basis, detection strategy, implementation, human
resources development and training, and an exercise program.
Thisworkshopwasdesignedtoenableparticipantstorecognize
the importance of developing measures and criteria necessary
for evaluating the effectiveness of the NSDA, and to familiarize
themwithassessmentandevaluationmethodologies.

The objectives of the Workshop were to familiarize
participants with the following topics:

� Identification of evaluation objectives for NSDA

� Metrics, data, and analysis methodologies for
evaluation

� Preparation, conduct and evaluation of exercises for
MORC detection, and

� Conduct of initial evaluation and development of
improvement plans, concepts, methodologies and
too ls in order to fac i l i ta te par t ic ipants '
understanding of these topics and their ability to
evaluate NSDA elements.

The Workshop was opened by Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and Mr. Mirza Mohamed,
IAEA. In his welcome address RACVIAC Director emphasized
the firm and longstanding partnership with the IAEA, based
on the mutual goal of promoting nuclear security detection
architecture principles and practices across the partner
nations. He also pointed out the importance of creating an
atmosphere that fosters both learning and collaboration. Mr.
Mohamed expressed special thanks to RACVIAC and
everyone participating in the Workshop and presented the
Workshop objectives and its overview.

ACTIVITIES
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Group Photo

Distribution of Certificates

Workshop Participants

Due to the well-structured and professionally led series of
lectures and exercises this activity provided an
opportunity for the participants, representing diverse
institutions and countries, to share their experiences, and
come up with valuable new ideas and possible solutions, as
well as to stay in touch and be of assistance to each other
even after the activity ended.

The Regional Workshop on the Evaluation of Nuclear
Security Detection Architecture effectively united
participants involved in developing national policy, strategy,
planning, implementation and evaluation related to nuclear
security detection architecture for nuclear and other

The Workshop came to fruition thanks to the expert
leadership and support of Mr. Mirza Mohamed, IAEA, Mr.
Horacio Rodolfo Carvallo Semler, Chile, Mr. David
Makharadze, Georgia, and Ms. Mojca Andrijanić, Slovenia. It
was designed as a combination of lectures, group
discussions, tabletop exercises, and a case study, focusing
on a general overview of the Nuclear Security Detection
Architecture, evaluat ion processes, evaluat ion
methodologies, exercises (methodology, preparation,
conduct, evaluation and improvement planning), and the
NSDA Evaluation Strategy.

Other significant NSDA topics were also elaborated, such
as benefits of NSDA evaluation, different levels of NSDA
evaluation, the process of NSDA evaluation, understanding
the scope of IAEA NSS 41-T, Technical Guidance on
Preparation, Conduct and Evaluation of Exercises for
Detection of and Response to Acts Involving Nuclear and
Other Radioactive Material out of Regulatory Control, the
Exercise Methodology and Evaluation detailed in IAEA NSS
41-T, identification of the differences between multiple
types of discussion-based and operations-based
exercises, and the evaluation methods.

The Workshop gathered participants with different
types of expertise from the region and beyond,

which substantially contributed to its success. It was
attended by 19 representatives of 12

countries/entities, coming from various institutions.

During the Workshop the participants were
introduced to the basic components of a Nuclear
Security Detection Architecture, the fundamentals

and components in NSDA evaluation strategy,
nuclear security fundamentals, materials of interest,
definition of material out of regulatory control, types

of criminal or intentional unauthorized acts, and
identification of workshop series for NSDA.

radioactive material out of regulatory control, from Albania
(2), Croatia (3), Hungary (2), Kosovo* (1), Montenegro (2),
North Macedonia (2), Serbia (2), and Uzbekistan (1), coming
from the national institutions responsible for nuclear
security, such as ministries of interior, ministries of defence,
ministries of foreign affairs, state export control authorities,
national bureaus of investigation, customs departments,
national security agencies, institutes of nuclear sciences,
and academies of sciences.

NEWSLETTER Issue 57

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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Ms Matea Bešlić joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation from
November 19th to December 13th, 2024 as an intern in Security Sector
Governance Pillar. She holds a Master’s degree in Forensics and National
Security and a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. Her thesis
focused on the integration of artificial intelligence into national security
systems.

Prior to her internship Matea participated in RACVIAC specialized
programs, including the "Course on Non-proliferation and Disarmament
Law" and "Weapons of Mass Destruction Cyber Crimes Investigation",
which further strengthened her interest in security strategies. During her
internship she contributed to the organization of the "Conference on
Security Challenges for Europe", applying her knowledge to practical
challenges in security policies and international relations.

In addition to her academic background, Matea has experience in
leadership, managing projects, and organizing events. These roles
allowed her to develop practical skills in teamwork, planning, and
problem-solving, which she utilized during her time at RACVIAC.

With her combined academic knowledge and practical experience, Matea
contributed to RACVIAC efforts in fostering regional security and
international cooperation.

Patricia-Andreea Constantin served as an Intern in the Public Relations
Cell from 2nd October to 15th November 2024 with a view to gaining
relevant experience in an international organization dealing with security
and defence issues in South–Eastern Europe. She is a recent law graduate
from Queen Mary University of London, where she earned her Bachelor of
Laws with Honours.

During her time at university, she gained valuable experience in legal
research, client interaction, and advocacy through active participation in
her courses and various academic activities. Prior to her legal studies,
she attended the International Informatics High School in Bucharest,
where she built a strong academic foundation and engaged in law-related
extracurricular pursuits. Passionate about contributing to her
community, Patricia has been consistently involved in volunteer work
with non-profit organizations. Her involvement in these initiatives has
sharpened her problem-solving, advocacy, and teamwork skills. Fluent in
both English and Romanian, she is deeply committed to pursuing a career
that combines her legal expertise with a focus on social justice and
humanitarian efforts.

During her stay in RACVIAC Ms. Constantin proved to be an able and
dedicated worker and has been helpful not only to the PR Cell but also to
other departments within the Centre.

Ms. Constantin demonstrated professionalism, dedication, and an ability
to manage the dynamic demands of our organization.

WELCOME
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NEWSLETTER Issue 57 FAREWELL

After four years of dedicated service in RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, we marked the end of the term of yet another esteemed colleague
and friend, MAJ Jasmina Vrgoč.

MAJ Vrgoč joined RACVIAC in 2021 as the Public Affairs Officer. During her tenure she worked closely with all RACVIAC staff, especially the
Management, and made an invaluable contribution to the Organization's public outreach and visibility. Her passion and dedication for her role were
evident, even in the face of challenges and demanding situations.

On the occasion of her farewell MAJ Vrgoč thanked RACVIAC staff for their support, collaboration, and camaraderie, reflecting on the enriching
experiences she gained during her four years at the Organization.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, took the opportunity to acknowledge MAJ Vrgoč’s professionalism, hard work, and
dedication. On behalf of RACVIAC personnel Ambassador Grigorie extended his best wishes for her new position within the Croatian Armed Forces and
continued success both in her professional and personal life.

As MAJ Vrgoč embarks on her new journey within the Croatian Armed Forces she looks forward to embracing the opportunities and challenges that lie
ahead. We are confident that her time at RACVIAC will serve as a solid foundation for her future endeavors.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Cooperative Security Environment Pillar

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1. RACVIACAgreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article IV) – Orientation Course 17-21 March 2025

C-WMD Network

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1.

2.

Romania

RACVIAC

Inaugural C-WMD Capabilities Enhancement Workshop

Regional Nuclear Security Cooperation initiative – Roundtable Project

4-6 February 2025

11-13 March 2025 (TBD)
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Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


