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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Farewell Visit of Lieutenant
Colonel Guido Altendorf and
Inaugural Visit of Lieutenant
Colonel Burkhard Weber to
RACVIAC

RACVIAC–CentreforSecurityCooperationtodaymarkedasignificant
occasion with the farewell visit of the German Defence Attaché to the
Republic of Croatia, Lieutenant Colonel Guido Altendorf, and the
inaugural visit of the new Defence Attaché, Lieutenant Colonel
Burkhard Weber. The German delegation was received by Rear
AdmiralPredragStipanović,theDeputyDirectorofRACVIAC.

During the meeting, Rear Admiral Stipanović extended heartfelt
gratitude to Colonel Altendorf for his unwavering support and active
engagement throughout his mandate in Croatia. As the MAG Point of
Contact (POC) for Germany, Lieutenant Colonel Altendorf played a
pivotal role in fostering cooperation and advancing the objectives of
RACVIAC. Rear Admiral Stipanović acknowledged his contributions
andwishedhimcontinuedsuccessinhisfutureendeavors.

Welcoming Lieutenant Colonel Weber, Rear Admiral Stipanović
expressedoptimismforaproductiveandcooperativerelationship.He
emphasized the importance of Germany's role as one of the co-
foundersofRACVIACandlookedforwardtoevengreaterinvolvement
fromtheGermandelegationintheworkoftheCentre.

Both Lieutenant Colonel Altendorf and Lieutenant Colonel Weber
expressedtheirgratitudeforthehospitalityandthefruitfuldiscussions
held during the meeting. They reaffirmed Germany's commitment to
remaining an active Associate Member of RACVIAC and contributing
toitsmissionofenhancingsecuritycooperationintheregion.

RACVIAC is grateful for the enduring support of Germany and
anticipates continued collaboration to achieve common goals in
regionalsecurityandcooperation.
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LTC Burkhard Weber, RADM Predrag Stipanović and

LTC Guido Altendorf
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Memorandum of Understanding signed between

RACVIAC – Center for Security Cooperation and

Euro - Atlantic Resilience Center

RACVIAC – Center for Security Cooperation and the Euro-
Atlantic Resilience Center (E-ARC) have formally entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance
collaboration in the fields of security, resilience, and emerging
technologies. The signing ceremony took place today in
Bucharest, Romania with Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, and Ovidiu Raeţchi, President of
E-ARC,representingtheirrespectiveorganizations.

E-ARC, established under Romanian administrative law, serves
as a centre of excellence based in Bucharest, Romania,
oriented towards serving the research and analysis objectives
of the EU and NATO members as well as their partners. It offers
expertise across several domains, including societal
resil ience, emerging technologies, resil ience of
communication systems and of novel technological
ecosystems, resilience to crises and complex emergencies,

resilience to ensure continuity of government and critical
services, resilience of transport infrastructure and resilience
ofrelevantpartnercountries.

The MoU follows extensive discussions and a recent visit by E-
ARC representatives to RACVIAC, recognizing mutual interests
inresilienceandsecuritycooperation.Theagreementoutlines
a framework for cooperation that includes the exchange of
experts, joint research projects, publication sharing and
collaborativeeventssuchasseminarsandconferences.

The MoU aims to facilitate the exchange of experts, speakers,
and lecturers, collaboration on joint projects and research,
exchange of publications and the execution of joint seminars,
conferences, and similar events. The areas of mutual interest
identified include resilience and emerging and disruptive
technologies such as cyber and data security,
counterproliferation including financing and AML, countering
disinformationandbiological,chemical,andnuclearsecurity.

As a direct result of this Memorandum RACVIAC will launch its
newflagshipevent, theConference“ResilienceandProtection
of Critical Infrastructure” in cooperation with E-ARC, the
University of Zagreb, and the US Civilian Research and
DevelopmentFoundation(CRDFGlobalEurope)withwhomwe
recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding. The
Conference is scheduled to take place in April next year in
Zagreb, Croatia and will focus on enhancing the resilience of
critical infrastructureintheregion.

This Memorandum of Understanding signifies a commitment
to mutual cooperation and strengthening of regional security
and resilience. Both organizations will continue to develop this
partnership with the aim of achieving their common goals and
contributing to the stability and security of the South East
European(SEE)region.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and

Ovidiu Raeţchi, President of E-ARC

Director of RACVIAC Participates in SEEBRIG's

25th Anniversary Ceremony
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of

RACVIAC - Center for Security Cooperation, participated in

the 25th Anniversary Ceremony of SEEBRIG (South-

Eastern Europe Brigade), held on September 3, 2024, in

Kumanovo, Republic of North Macedonia. The event

marked a significant moment in SEEBRIG's history,

celebrating its notable achievements and contributions to

regional stability and cooperation.

Several key figures acknowledged SEEBRIG's impact in their

speeches, including Vlado Misajlovski, Minister of Defence
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25th SEEBRIG Anniversary Ceremony Group Photo

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and

Brigadier General Bilbil Bitri, Commander of SEEBRIG

Meeting of RACVIAC Director with the

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of

the Republic of North Macedonia
During his official visit to North Macedonia Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC - Centre

for Security Cooperation, held a bilateral meeting on

September 4th with Mr. Zoran Dimitrovski, Deputy Minister

of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade.

Both parties expressed their satisfaction with the long-

standing cooperation between RACVIAC and North

Macedonia, underscoring its vital role in promoting

regional security and stability. Ambassador Grigorie

extended his sincere gratitude for North Macedonia's

unwavering support of RACVIAC over the past 24 years,

particularly its active participation in RACVIAC activities

and initiatives.

In his remarks Ambassador Grigorie highlighted that nearly

ten RACVIAC activities have been successfully hosted in

North Macedonia during the last decade, a testament to

the country’s strong commitment to regional cooperation

and security. A notable example is the hosting of the

"Annual Meeting of the Representatives from Defense and

Security Committees from SEE Parliaments" in 2018. He

also praised the leadership of Ambassador Nikola

Todorčevski, who served as RACVIAC Director from 2009

to 2012, during a pivotal transition period, showcasing the

high level of expertise that North Macedonia has been

contributing to the Organization over the years.

Deputy Minister Dimitrovski emphasized RACVIAC active

role in fostering regional trust and cooperation through

various projects.

He underlined active participation of North Macedonia as

NATO Member in strengthening efforts to secure peace

of the Republic of North Macedonia, Mrs. Simona Cojocaru,

SEDM Chairperson and Brigadier General Bilbil Bitri,

Commander of SEEBRIG.

On the sidelines of this solemn event Ambassador Grigorie

held a meeting with SEEBRIG's Commander during which

he expressed deep gratitude for the opportunity to join

the celebration and underlined SEEBRIG's pivotal role in

enhancing regional security. Ambassador Grigorie also

mentioned the fact that SEEBRIG's establishment and

activation ceremony in Plovdiv on August 31, 1999 has

special significance for him bearing in mind the fact that he

attended in person the said event while he was

Ambassador of Romania to Bulgaria. Twenty-five years

after its establishment he emphasized the commendable

achievements and contributions of SEEBRIG to regional

stability and cooperation, expressing satisfaction for the

continued close cooperation between RACVIAC and

SEEBRIG.

"The partnership between RACVIAC and SEEBRIG,"

Ambassador Grigorie stressed, "is a testament to our joint

commitment to practical cooperation and shared

objectives aimed at fostering stability in the region." He

highlighted recent collaboration, including RACVIAC

support with a Mobile Training Team during last year's

“Gender Training of the Trainers Course” held in SEEBRIG

Kumanovo, MK, and future cooperation initiatives in Border

Security Management.
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Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and Mr. Zoran Dimitrovski

Meeting of RACVIAC Director with the Minister of

Defense of North Macedonia
On September 4, 2024 Director of RACVIAC - Centre for

Security Cooperation, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail

Grigorie, during his first official visit to the Republic of

North Macedonia held a productive meeting with the

Minister of Defense, Mr. Vlado Misajlovski. This visit marks a

significant milestone in the longstanding partnership

between RACVIAC and North Macedonia, a relationship that

has been steadfast ever since the Organization’s inception.

During the meeting Ambassador Grigorie expressed deep

appreciation for North Macedonia's consistent and active

involvement in RACVIAC activities. North Macedonia has

been a dedicated Member ever since its inception, and

repeatedly demonstrated its firm commitment to the

Organization by seconding personnel and playing a crucial

role in shaping its initiatives and objectives.

The discussion highl ighted North Macedonia 's

contributions to the implementation of RACVIAC

Programme, specifically through its role in providing

Programme Managers for Countering Transnational

Security Threats (CTST) Pillar. The Director commended

North Macedonia for its leadership during the

Chairmanship of the Multinational Advisory Group (MAG) in

2020/2021 noting, in particular, the success of the hybrid

MAG meeting hosted in Ohrid.

The Minister of Defense and RACVIAC Director

underscored the importance of North Macedonia's annual

financial contribution to RACVIAC operational budget,

important in sustaining the Organization’s activities and

enhancing its capacity to address security challenges in

the region. Minister Misajlovski affirmed North Macedonia's

commitment to further enhancing its support for RACVIAC

projects. This includes more active participation in

RACVIAC projects, hosting events and activities and

actively promoting RACVIAC mission.

They also discussed the ongoing cooperation between

RACVIAC and the Military Academy "Mihailo Apostolski”.

This partnership is particularly relevant in the context of

RACVIAC project "Strengthening SEE Resilience in Cyber

Security against Hybrid Threats." The upcoming project

activity in October, to be held in Tirana, will focus on cyber

and hybrid threats in South East Europe (SEE) and further

solidify the long-term collaboration.

The importance of continued collaboration was reinforced,

with both the Director and the Minister expressing a shared

commitment to regional stability and security, the ongoing

cooperation between RACVIAC and North Macedonia

being a testament to their mutual dedication to enhancing

peace and security in South East Europe.

and stability which are facing serious challenges created

by the war in Ukraine and crisis in the Middle East. Deputy

Foreign Minister reaffirmed North Macedonia’s steadfast

commitment to RACVIAC, demonstrated by its ongoing

involvement in strategic planning, active participation and

financial support, as well as readiness to host RACVIAC

activities.

Ambassador Grigorie reiterated RACVIAC dedication to

continued collaboration with North Macedonia and other

regional partners. He emphasized the importance of

collective efforts in addressing common security

challenges and strengthening regional stability.

Mr. Vlado Misajlovski and

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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Meeting of RACVIAC Director with the

Minister of Defense of Croatia
On September 11, 2024, Director of RACVIAC – Centre

for Security Cooperation, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-

Mihail Grigorie accompanied by Rear Admiral Predrag

Stipanović, Deputy Director of RACVIAC, met with the

Minister of Defense of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Ivan

Anušić. This meeting underscored the vital role Croatia

has played in the establishment and continued success

of RACVIAC, reinforcing the long-standing partnership

between RACVIAC and Croatia.

During the meeting Ambassador Grigorie expressed

profound gratitude to Croatia for its instrumental role

in founding RACVIAC in 2000, alongside Germany. He

emphasized the enduring support and contributions of

Croatia as both a founding member and host nation,

focusing on its substantial contributions in terms of

personnel, financial support and consistent and active

involvement in RACVIAC activities.

Minister of Defense was briefed on RACVIAC main

Programme of Activities in 2024 and plans for

enhancing cooperation with RACVIAC respectable

partners during the upcoming period. Ambassador

Grigorie used this opportunity to inform Minister

Anušić that RACVIAC is planning to organize a

“Conference on Resilience and Protection of Critical

Infrastructure” in spring 2025, in cooperation with the

Euro – Atlantic Resilience Center from Romania, the

University of Zagreb, and the US Civilian Research and

Development Foundation (CRDF Global), the second

RACVIAC f lagship event in 2025 besides the

“Conference on Security Challenges for Europe” which

RACVIAC traditionally organizes with the Konrad

Adenauer Foundation and the George C. Marshall

European Center for Security Studies.

Additionally, Ambassador Grigorie updated Minister

Anušić on his efforts to raise RACVIAC visibility in order

to garner increased support and to enlarge the number

of the members of the RACVIAC family, as well as the

Centre’s personnel, taking into account the growing

number of RACVIAC activities and projects.

In addition, he said, RACVIAC is investing a lot of efforts

into strengthening partnerships with academic

institutions in the region.

The D i rec tor a l so emphas i zed the essent i a l

contributions of Croatia in supporting the C-WMD

(Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction) Network’s

objectives and fostering regional cooperation.

The importance of continued collaboration, i.e.

ongoing cooperation between RACVIAC and Croatia, as

a testament to their mutual dedication to enhancing

peace and security in South East Europe was

reinforced, with both the Director and the Minister

expressing a shared commitment to regional stability

and security.

The meeting was concluded with a reiteration of

gratitude to Croatia for its strong support and

hospitality as the host nation of RACVIAC.

H.E. Ivan Anušić expressed gratitude for the visit and

praised RACVIAC's activities, emphasizing its pivotal

role in fostering dialogue and cooperation within the

region. He reaffirmed the Ministry of Defense of the

Republic of Croatia's steadfast commitment to

RACVIAC's strategic goals, ensuring continued

unwavering political and logistical support, including

infrastructure and staffing. Furthermore, he expressed

eagerness to enhance the Croatian MOD's engagement

in RACVIAC operations.

Both the Director and the Minister expressed optimism

in the continuation of this successful partnership and

the deepening of cooperation in the future, both at the

national level and within RACVIAC regional and

international initiatives.

H.E. Ivan Anušić and H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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2 - 4 July 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The “Strategic Communication Course”,

organized by RACVIAC – Centre for Security

Cooperation, in cooperation with the Hellenic

Multinational Peace Support Operations

Training Center (MPSOTC), took place from 2

to 4 July 2024 in RACVIAC.

Strategic Communication Course

The Course was designed to prepare the participants

to gain a better understanding of NATO policy and

concepts in the area of STRATCOM and update them

on the latest developments in the communications.

Course Opening essionS

H.E.Constantin-Mihail Grigorie delivering the Opening Speech

During his Opening speech RACVIAC Director,

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, expressed his

appreciation to the Hellenic MPSOTC for its support in

organizing this event and bringing respected speakers

to the Course.

Ambassador Grigorie pointed out that we live in an age

where misinformation and disinformation can spread

like wildfire, where public trust in institutions is waning,

and where the demand for transparency and

accountability is higher than ever. He also mentioned

that we’re witnessing unprecedented changes in the

communication landscape driven by advancements in

technology and shifts in societal norms. The rise of

artificial intelligence, the proliferation of social media

platforms, and the increasing importance of visual and

multimedia content are just a few examples. As

communicators, we must stay ahead of these trends,

continually updating our skills and knowledge to

remain relevant and effective, he added.

He concluded with a statement that strategic

communication skills are of utmost importance for

personal and professional growth for everyone.

Finally, he thanked everyone for participating in this

event and shared his belief that this course will bring

significant impetus to the additional development of

communication competencies to everyone.

In his Opening remarks Commander of MPSOTC, Col

Dimitrios Karatzas, who joined the Course online,

greeted all the participants and RACVIAC staff and

expressed his great satisfaction with the cooperation

of MPSOTC and RACVIAC who, he added, have been

cooperating together for the past few years and

delivering effective courses for participants from the

region. Col Karatzas pointed out that the MPSOTC

The Course shed light on the role played by strategic

communication in a rapidly changing landscape

shaped by intensive digitalization, the emergence of

innovative technologies, the proliferation of online

disinformation, and the ever-eroding trust in public

institutions.

ACTIVITIES
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Center’s mission is to promote regional cooperation

and understanding. This Course has been designed

precisely with that in mind and officers and public

servants from all over the Balkans, he said, can benefit

from the knowledge and expertise gained thanks to its

curriculum and guest instructors.

Af ter the Opening session of the Course work

continued with the following activities:

� SSG Admin briefing

� Brief presentation on the mission of MPSOTC

� Participants’ introductions

� Course Director’s information which primarily

included the learning outcomes and objectives of

the Course and the Course schedule.

Participants during the Opening session

Ms. Elyzabeth Fry, NATO SHAPE

The first day of the activity focused on the following

topics:

� STRATCOM Policy and Framework

� StratCom and InfoOps

� Strategic security environment and NATO’s

perspective in developing effective strategic

communication

� Psychological Operations.

On the third day of the activity the topics covered

were dedicated to:

� Hybrid Threats

� Audience Analysis

� STRATCOM Narrative.

The topics of the third day of the “Strategic

Communication Course” were also followed by syndicate

work closely connected to the „Stratcom Narrative”.

On the second day of the activity the following topics

were covered:

� Public Affairs, Media Operations and Crisis

Communications

� IEA (Information Environment Analysis)

� Digital Electoral Interference in Modern

Democracies.

This was followed by splitting up into 2 (two) syndicate

groups. From the very beginning students were

encouraged to be open and actively contribute to joint

work primarily as members of a designated group – a

syndicate.

These topics included presentations and case studies, and

some also included practical work in syndicate groups.

Dr. Eleni Kapsokoli, University of Piraeus

NEWSLETTER Issue 47

8



*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).

RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie,

closed the Course on 4th July 2024 with the awarding of

the certificates, and concluded: “One of the most

significant takeaways from this course is the recognition

that communication is not merely about transmitting

information; it is about creating connections. In an age

where digital communication often prevails, the ability to

forge authentic connections has never been more critical.

We have learned that every word, every gesture, and every

interaction holds the potential to build bridges, foster

understanding, and drive meaningful change“.

He especially thanked the Course Director, Maj Christos

Smilianis, for arranging the Course and attracting

esteemed speakers whose expertise was successfully

shared with the audience.

Upon completion of the Course the participants received

certificates proving that they successfully completed this

three-day Course and explored the necessary knowledge

and skills regarding Strategic Communications in

accordance with the relevant NATO training material.

MAJ Christos Smilianis, Course Director and

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

Handout of Certificates

Handout of Certificates

The Course was executed in accordance with the

MPSOTC cer t i f i ed Programme, cons i s t ing o f

lectures, discussions, syndicate work and individual

case studies.

The continuation of RACVIAC efforts in the field of

Strategic Communication resulted in this successful

Course which fol lowed the latest trends and

permanent change in the information environment.

The interaction of participants and the engagement

of speakers during the Course proved that strategic

communication is a very current topic whose

relevance is increasing day by day. Both participants

and speakers considered that continuation with this

kind of courses is important for communication

capability improvement of RACVIAC Members.

In total 24 participants, military officers and civilian

equivalents from the Republic of Albania, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Republic of Croatia, Kosovo1, North

Macedonia, Montenegro and Republic of Serbia along

with instructors from the Hellenic Republic, UK, Belgium,

Romania and RACVIAC staff, took part in the Course.

Course Group Photo

ACTIVITIES
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RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation

partnered with the Nordic Centre for Gender in

Military Operations (NCGM), the Personnel

Department of the General Staff of the Armed

Forces of the Republic of Croatia and Konrad

Adenauer Stiftung to co-organized the

“Gender Training of the Trainers Course

(GToT)” in the period from the 2nd to the 13th

September 2024. This event marked 10 years

that RACVIAC has been providing concrete

solutions regarding gender perspectives and

organizing GToT Courses.

Gender Training of the Trainers Course

This two-week Course prepared instructors and

trainers to successfully plan, conduct and evaluate

education, training and exercises related to the

integration of the gender perspective within their own

respective functional area.

2 – 13 September 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The importance of the gender aspect in military operations

had prompted NATO, as well as other national and

multinational defence organisations to address, regulate

and implement the integration of the gender perspective,

both on the duty level and on the level of participation in

Peace Support Operations (PSO). According to the Review of

the Practical Implications of UNSCR 1325 for the Conduct of

NATO-led Operations and Missions (2013) a very important

recommendation to NATO and all current and future

operational partner nations is to "train the trainers on UNSCR

1325 and gender mainstreaming, with the objective of

supportingon-the-job training”.

Additionally, the Course provided participants with the

knowledge of frameworks and guidelines in applying

gender in military operations as well as skills and

competencies required to effectively plan, conduct and

evaluate the training of security sector personnel in both

national and international context.

Course Group Photo

Course Opening

The GToT curriculum was built based on the NCGM

template certified by NATO with some improvements and

adjustments made in accordance with the lessons learned

from previous similar training events held from 2014

onwards.

This year the Course continued to grow in terms of the

regionally-owned aspect: the Course Director was LTC

Goran Boroš, HR and the syndicate leaders and instructors

from the SEE region joined the team: MAJ Aleksandar

Grizhev, MK, CPT Ivana Selak, HR, MSG Nura Mulavdić, BA

and MSG Marija Horvat, HR.

Provisions of corresponding expertise and overall

organization were respectfully divided between RACVIAC,

the Personnel Department of the General Staff of the

Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia, with NCGM’s

support and mentoring. All parties were involved in the

Course preparation and organization, as well as the

development of the Course Agenda and the engagement

of experts.

NEWSLETTER Issue 47
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The Course was a 10-day training event designed as a

combination of lectures, corresponding individual and

syndicate work, followed by a practical exercise and

the final exam. Prior to their arrival the students were

obliged to complete the NATO "ADL 169" online Course,

"Gender Perspective in Military Operations". Hence,

they arrived with a common level of knowledge about

the subject matter.

During the Course the web platform It's Learning was

used, giving the students an opportunity to access all

reference materials when needed, contact the

syndicate leaders or instructors and upload their

assignments or the assignments of their syndicates.

As this course marked 10 years of RACVIAC

engagement in the field of training of gender trainers,

the beginning of the Course was marked by an

anniversary panel. It featured prominent speakers

from Croatia (MG Gordana Garašić, COL Boženko

Đevoić), Norway (LTC Lena Kvarving – NCGM), and

Portugal (LTC Diana Morais), who spoke about the

value of training in integrating the gender

perspective in military operations.

GToT 10-year Anniversary Panel

Welcome Address by RACVIAC Director

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Each day started with short common reflections

targeted to point out the accomplishments of the

previous day and what lies ahead. From the very

beginning the students were encouraged to be open

and actively contribute to joint work primarily as

members of a designated group - a syndicate.

The joint work started on 2nd September with the

Course Opening ceremony during which RACVIAC

Director H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

delivered a celebratory Welcome address.

“This course is a continuation of a series of activities

launched in 2014, aimed at promoting gender equality

policies and equal opportunities in the security sector.

This level of engagement reflects clearly the increasing

involvement and the relevance of our Organization as a

regional hub for gender mainstreaming in the South

East European reg ion and beyond” s t ressed

Ambassador Grigorie. RACVIAC Director emphasized

that the GToT Course has become a traditional event,

and, over time, more international and richer. He

expressed the belief that it provides a myriad of

opportunities for participants to improve their

competencies.

He also expressed sincere gratitude to RACVIAC

partners, NCGM and CAF, for supporting a joint vision

and providing it with their precious expertise and

experience for a decade. “This flagship RACVIAC

training activity is an excellent example of the level of

cooperation and synergy achieved among the main

organizational partners in utilizing mutual resources

and support”, he concluded.

During the Course Opening participants were also

greeted by LTC Lena Kvarving from the Nordic Centre

for Gender in Military Operations (NCGM) who pointed

out that NCGM is very proud of successful ly

cooperating with RACVIAC for as long as 10 years and

that this is an achievement that says a lot about the

quality of the work that RACVIAC is doing. Ms Katarina

Adžić from the Croatian Ministry of Defence underlined

that the GToT Course has yielded exceptional results

for the Ministry of Defence and Croatian Armed Forces

and has been the key element for the implementation

of gender perspectives in units and educational

institutions of the Croatian Armed Forces.

ACTIVITIES
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Welcome Address by NCGM

Mentor LTC Lena Kvarving
Syndicate Work Presentation

Field Trip

After the Course Opening the academic part of the

Course started with the introduction of gender-related

terms and definitions.

The first Course day ended with the team building event,

which was designed to support the Course objectives

and had the primary purpose of facilitating the students’

informal introduction, initial syndicate bonding and

creation of the positive competitive spirit among the

syndicates.

The second day of the Course started with the United

Nations Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace

and Security and related Resolutions followed by

familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO Bi-SC

Directive 40-1(2021) and how to identify the gender

perspective as a tool in the Commander’s operational

tool kit. Additionally, students learned how to apply the

gender perspective at the strategic, operational and

tactical level in military tasks.

Day three of the Course started with the introduction of

the international humanitarian law and human rights

framework. A conflict-related sexual violence topic was

also introduced and as a part of this topic a movie,

“Greatest Silence”, was presented to the students,

followed by a discussion. The day was concluded with

preparation for syndicate work on UNSCR 1325

Resolutions.

The fourth day started with syndicate work on extraction

and discussion about UNSCR 1325 and related

Resolutions. Additionally, the students were familiarized

with the students’ final assessment in the form of an

exam, which included writing or updating a lesson plan

and delivering a short demonstration of the lecture or a

brief, in order to demonstrate how to teach with an

integrated gender perspective using backward design

and different instructional strategies and training

methods while handling resistance in training situations.

The final day of week one ended with a specific

teaching method, “Project Work Day”. The aim of

“Project Work Day” is to plan education, training or an

exercise that integrates a gender perspective. Instead

of having lectures on how to plan and execute a

training, students were working on a project - planning

education, training or exercises for different training

audiences at different levels, from the tactical to the

operational and strategic level. The interactive

learning environment achieved with the "Project

Working Day" was successful and highly appreciated by

the students, by working with students from different

syndicates.

The first week ended with a field trip to north west of

Croatia. A guided sightseeing tour of castle “Veliki

Tabor” was organized, followed by lunch in a local

restaurant.

The second week of the Course began ona challenging

note, i.e. the need to adapt to the reappearance of

COVID-19 during the Course with 3 students testing

positive for COVID-19. Distancing and masks were

introduced and those students continued working
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online. The work was dedicated to syndicates and the

extraction of main provisions of national Action plans

or MoD-related policy regarding UNSC Resolutions on

Women, Peace and Security.

The key event was the practical exercise on how to use

role-playing in gender integrated training, which was

held during day six. This type of exercise facilitates an

active understanding of information and gives

participants the opportunity to apply new skills and

abilities. The simulation serves as a rehearsal on how to

conduct future activities. Unfortunately, the weather

conditions did not allow for the exercise to be

conducted outdoors, as is the usual case.

Practical Exercise – Role Playing Training

Course Director, LTC Goran Boroš

Mr. Holger Haibach, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

On day seven the participants utilized debate as a

method of pract ic ing work on rais ing gender

awareness and gender training in military operations.

Additionally, the participants worked on techniques of

using gender- related training material.

The schedule for day eight included the time dedicated

for the final exam preparations that were supported by

the syndicate leaders and instructors. Participants

worked in pairs on exam preparation. This was the

pinnacle of the Course efforts on the students’ part

after which the final exam and graduation day came.

The official part of the Course was concluded with a

Closing Ceremony attended by H.E. Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director, Rear

Admiral Predrag Stipanović, RACVIAC Deputy Director,

LTC Henrik Beckvard, Course Director at NCGM, LTC

Goran Boroš, Course Director, COL Boženko Đevoić,

HR MoD representative, Mr Igor Gabrić, RACVIAC

Activity Manager in SSG Pillar, as well as all syndicate

leaders and additional exam evaluators.

LTC Goran Boroš, Course Director, expressed sincere

gratitude to the participants for their persistence,

dedication and hard work in this important area for our

militaries and nations. He, furthermore, thanked the

instructors and all the co-organizers from RACVIAC for the

overall success of the Course.

LTC Henrik Beckvard, NCGM Mentor and Representative, in

his Closing address on behalf of NCGM Commander

thanked RACVIAC, Croatian Armed Forces and Konrad

Adenauer Stiftung for excellent cooperation which

enabled this course to be held during the past 10 years. He

congratulated all of the participants on achieving the goal

of the Course and said that now is the time to implement it

in their everyday work.

Mr. Holger Haibach also congratulated them on the

successful completion of the Course and referred to the

fact that KAS is a new Course partner albeit an old partner

of RACVIAC. He praised the success of RACVIAC for being

able to send mobile training teams worldwide to train

gender trainers.

ACTIVITIES
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Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-

Mihail Grigorie, extended his heartfelt thanks to the

Course partners for their dedication. He commended

the Course Director, Lieutenant Colonel Goran Boroš,

for his professionalism and leadership in guiding the

Course to its completion, as well as the syndicate

leaders and guest instructors for their expertise and

commitment to building the knowledge and skills of the

participants. He congratulated the Course participants

on their hard work, dedication and willingness to

actively engage in the Course activities and paid

specia l tr ibute to the Ukrain ian par t ic ipants ,

acknowledging their focus and commitment despite

the challenges their home countries are facing. The

Course was concluded with handing out of Certificates

to instructors and students

Closing Ceremony, handing out of Certificates

Course Participants

Based on the evaluation survey, instructors’ feedback,

and formative and summative assessment of the

participating students, the objectives of the GTOT

Course 2024 were successfully achieved. The

diversity of the students and instructors provided a

fruitful and rich environment for developing and

sharing of knowledge and skills.

This Course is the longest and one of the most

demanding RACVIAC activities in terms of the NATO

curriculum that also includes a final exam.

Additionally, the instructing staff involved and the

level of applied IT and logistic support make it a true

RACVIAC flagship event.

The Course was attended by 36 participants from

Albania (2), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2), Croatia (4),

Greece (2), Jordan (2), Montenegro (4), Romania (1),

Ukraine (2), NCGM (1), Supreme Headquarters Allied

Powers Europe (1) and 11 instructors and Subject

Matter Experts and 4 panellists. The participants were

military officers and NCOs as well as civilian

equivalents.

All the students successfully passed their final exam

thus confirming their professionalism, commitment

during the Course and qualities as instructors.

The engagement of a mentor from NCGM and

participants from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Croatia, Greece, Jordan, Montenegro, Romania,

Sweden, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe

and Ukraine gave a positive impetus to the whole event

thus additionally expanding the Course’s reach beyond

This particular RACVIAC training activity is an excellent

example of the level of cooperation and synergy

achieved among the main organizational partners in

utilizing mutual resources and support. We are glad

that new partners like KAS recognize the value of work

on GTOT.

RACVIAC will continue to maintain an international

environment and involvement of the key partner

organizations (NCGM, CAF GS, KAS) in the future as well.

This iteration of the course also served the purpose of

observation by the NCGM with the aim of redefining the

curriculum of the Course and the Course control

documents.

SEE. Both the students ’ and the instructors ’

experience in view of this established approach was

assessed as ‘very positive’ and the recommendation is

to continue with the current practice.
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“Small Arms and Light Weapons Workshop”
17-19 September 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The “Small Arms and Light Weapons

Workshop,” organized by RACVIAC in

partnership with the United Nations Office of

Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), commenced on

17th September 2024 and lasted until 19th

September 2024 at RACVIAC headquarters. This

workshop is an integral part of RACVIAC

continuous efforts to address security

challenges in the Southeast European (SEE)

region, focusing on the control and management

of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW).

Welcome Address by Ms Frida Thomassen (UNODA)

Welcome Address by RACVIAC Director,

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

The event was officially opened by H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and Ms.
Frida Thomassen, Political Affairs Officer in the
Conventional Arms Branch of UNODA.

Ms. Frida Thomassen began by expressing her sincere
thanks to RACVIAC for co-organizing and hosting the event,
emphasizing the deep appreciation for this collaboration.

In his Opening address Ambassador Grigorie expressed
his gratitude to Austria for its financial support and
extended special thanks to Ms. Frida Thomassen from
UNODA for her expertise in shaping the Workshop
programme. He also acknowledged the presence of
experts from key international organizations such as the
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
(UNIDIR), ITF Enhancing Human Security, South Eastern
and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small
Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC), Small Arms Survey
(SAS) Mines Advisory Group (MAG), United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and OSCE Mission to Bosnia
and Herzegovina whose contributions, he added, are
invaluable for the success of the Workshop.

Ambassador Grigorie highlighted that RACVIAC has

been organizing activities related to SALW and

Physical Security and Stockpile Management (PSSM)

for over a decade. These efforts have significantly

contributed to strengthening regional security by

addressing the risks posed by the proliferation of

small arms and the management of arms,

ammunition, and explosives.

He emphasized that this year's workshop builds upon the
previous seminar, the “Global Framework for Through-life
Conventional Ammunition Management,” which focused
on how technical capacity can enhance organizational
capabilities in conventional ammunition management.

The primary objectives of this workshop were to identify

Looking ahead to the next three days she expressed her
hope regarding taking stock of the current situation,
sharing best practices, and exploring ways to collectively
implement the latest policy developments in a practical
manner. She mentioned that, together with RACVIAC, a
comprehensive and exciting programme lasting three days
has been put together stressing that the success of the
Workshop will depend on everyone's active participation.

In conclusion, she thanked everyone for their presence,
conveying special acknowledgment to RACVIAC for being
a wonderful partner and host. On behalf of the UN Office for
Disarmament Affairs she expressed eagerness to see a
productive and engaging workshop unfold.

ACTIVITIES
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The Workshop included presentations, group

exercises (table-top exercises), and discussions.

Speakers from UNIDIR, MAG, SAS and ITF

Field visit at HS Produkt Company (Karlovac)

Group Photo

The first day's objective was to raise awareness of the
developments post 4th Review Conference (RevCon4) and
action-oriented measures that should be taken by 2030.
Furthermore, to bridge policy and implementation by focusing
onselectedthematicoutcomeareasofRevCon4andintroduce
their significance to provide more information on the political
commitmentsandhowthesecanbetranslatedintopractice.

The speakers and participants had the opportunity to
share lessons and views on the implications, challenges
and opportunities of RevCon4 for PoA/ITI implementation.

During day 2 the participants identified the national and
regional good practices of PoA/ITI implementation through
presentations at national, regional and global levels and
explored how production and marking works in practice.

The highlight of the program included a visit to Karlovac,
where participants observed the daily operations of the HS
Produkt Company and engaged in product testing,
followed by a relaxing visit to Aquatika.

On the 3rd day of the workshop the participants tried to
navigate the challenges and opportunities of new
developments and technologies. Additionally, they learned
about the MOSAIC Assessment Tool through a scenario.

Ms. Frida Thomassen, UNODA, in her Closing remarks

thanked everyone who was involved in the

preparation and implementation of this workshop. She

praised the cooperation with RACVIAC and thanked

the Organization for hosting this particular activity. On

behalf of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, she

said that she is looking forward to future cooperation.

Handout of Certificates

In his Closing remarks H.E. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, expressed
gratitude to all partners, especially UNODA, for their
collaborative efforts. He commended the participants
for their engagement and dedication, emphasizing the
importance of the knowledge gained and the
friendships formed during the Workshop.

Ambassador Grigorie encouraged attendees to apply
the insights acquired in their work, stating. “This
workshop not only provided a platform for learning but
also fostered a spirit of cooperation and shared
commitment to addressing the challenges posed by
small arms and light weapons.”

Once the Workshop was concluded the participants were
awarded certi f icates, marking their successful
engagement in this important area of security
cooperation. RACVIAC remains dedicated to promoting
effective training programs and partnerships aimed at
enhancing regional stability and security.

key priorities for implementing the UN Programme of
Action (PoA) and the International Tracing Instrument (ITI),
especially in light of the outcomes of the Fourth Review
Conference. The event aimed to enhance technical
capacity to prevent and combat illicit SALW, promote
regional and international standards, and discuss
challenges and opportunities related to new technologies
in SALW manufacturing and design.
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FAREWELL

After four years of work at RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation we bid farewell to our dear colleague, . SGMSGM Tomislav Vodopija

Vodopija joined RACVIAC in September 2020 as a Paying Agent in the Administration and Finance Cell, where his extensive experience and

work greatly contributed to its functioning.

During a heartfelt farewell event H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, took the opportunity to personally thank

SGM Vodopija for his tireless work and his warm and approachable nature, which endeared him to colleagues and partners alike.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his best wishes for SGM Vodopija future endeavors, both professionally and privately. He noted that his time

at RACVIAC has been an asset to the Centre, and that it will also serve him well in his future career in the Croatian Armed Forces, Support

Command.

In his farewell speech SGM Tomislav Vodopija thanked his colleagues at RACVIAC for their support and friendship during his tenure. He

reflected on the rewarding experiences and collaborative efforts that marked his four-year journey in the Centre.

We congratulate SGM Vodopija for his impressive service and contribution to RACVIAC and we wish him every success and happiness in all his

future pursuits.
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WELCOME

Mr Igor Gabrić. was seconded to RACVIAC by the Croatian MoD as an Activity

Manager in Security Sector Governance Pillar in August 2024.

His previous work engagements within the Defence Policy Directorate included the

functions of International Security and Defence Cooperation Sector Head, Defence

Counsellor at Croatia's Permanent Delegation to NATO and Bilateral Defence

Cooperation Section Head. Throughout his career he completed numerous

national and international courses, trainings and conferences in various aspects of

security and defence, mostly related to NATO and EU security and defence policy,

strategic and defence planning and international relations. He participated in the

US State Department IVLP programme and French Ministry of the Armed Forces

Future Leaders Programme.

Mr Gabrić graduated from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the

University of Zagreb with a double major in English Language and Pedagogy.

Lieutenant Colonel Duško Marić has been seconded to RACVIAC by the MoD of

Bosnia and Hercegovina as an Activity Manager in Countering Transnational

Security Threats Pillar.

His previous assignment at the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina was within

the Support Command AF. After graduating from the Military Academy Belgrade,

Serbia in 1998 he served in different units and held various commanding positions.

Besides, he served as a staff officer both at home and abroad.

In 2008 he was on a one-year tour of duty as a United Nations Military Observer on

a UN mission in Congo DRC. He was posted as a staff officer at ISAF Afghanistan in

2013.

LTC Marić graduated from the Air Command and Staff College in Maxwell AFB,

Alabama, USA in 2022.

Mr. Bashkim Musliu joined RACVIAC on September 2, 2024. Previously, he worked

at the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning. He also served as Head of the

Research and Development Sector. He was later assigned to RACVIAC by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora.

In the academic realm Mr. Musliu has lectured at several universities in Kosovo*,

including the University of Pristina, University of Mitrovica, and University of Applied

Sciences in Ferizaj. He has taught courses such as "Methodology of Teaching

Literature," "Contemporary Albanian Literature" and "World Literature."

Mr. Musliu published the study "Art and Erudition," and several scholarly articles in

the journal "Gjurmime Albanologjike." He has also participated in various scientific

conferences and mentored over 50 bachelor's candidates. He has a PhD in

philology.

He is married, has four children, and lives in Gllogoc.

Master Sergeant Goran Pranjić joined RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on
September 15, 2024 as a Paying Agent in the Administration & Finance Cell. He joined
the active military service in September 1994 as a member of the 1st Guards Brigade
"Tigers". During his service he has held the following positions in the CAF: administrative
NCO, logistics NCO, squad commander, platoon first NCO, external security NCO,
movement support NCO. The units he was a member of are: 1st Brigade "Tigers",
HonoraryProtectionBattalion,LogisticsOperationalCenterofSupportCommand.

During his career he participated twice in the NATO ISAF operations in Afghanistan (in
2011/2012 and in 2014) and once in the NATO KFOR operation in Kosovo (in 2017). From
July2019toAugust2020hewasassignedtotheMilitaryRepresentationof theRepublic
ofCroatiatoNATOandtheEU.

He has completed Basic and Advanced non-commissioned officer training as well as
numerousfunctionalcourses in thecountryandabroad.He is theholderof theMemorial
of theHomelandWar,MemorialofHomelandGratitudeandthe"Storm"Medal.

HehasbeensecondedtoRACVIACaftercompletingtheHighnon-commissionedofficer
school.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Cooperative Security Environment Pillar

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1. RACVIACArms Control Symposium 21 – 24 October 2024

C-WMD Network

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1. RACVIACRegional Workshop on the Evaluation of Nuclear Security Detection Architecture 08 – 13 December 2024

Security Sector Governance Pillar

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1.

2.

3.

RACVIAC

Tunisia

Zagreb

Workshop on Artificial Intelligence – Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems Project

Gender Training of the Trainers Course

Conference on Security Challenges for Europe

08 – 10 October 2024

14 – 25 October 2024

02 – 05 December 2024

Countering Transnational Security Threats

RACVIAC

No. Topic/Title Host/Venue Date

1.

2.

Albania
Individual and Regionally Based Cyber and Hybrid Threats and

Challenges in SEE – Sharing Research Findings

Incident Command Systems in SEE – Tools and

Procedures for Interaction of Emergency Services

01 – 04 October 2024

19 21 November– 2024
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Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


