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a1st MAG Meeting held in
Istanbul, Tiirkiye

The 51st Meeting of the RACVIAC Steering body MAG,
Multinational Advisory Group, which gathered the
representatives of Members and Associate Members,
took place on 17th April 2024 in the Multinational Joint
Warfare Centre, Istanbul, RACVIAC.

The Meeting was organized under the Chairmanship of
the Republic of Tdrkiye and was chaired by H.E.
Ambassador ilhan Saygili, MAG Chairperson, Director
General for the Balkans and Central Europe, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tlrkiye.

—_—

: 51st MAG Meeting
17 April -Eﬂzd;lstanb;ql,Tﬂrkiy& b

MAG Meeting Participants

Opening the 51st MAG Chairperson MAG Chairperson
Ambassador ilhan Saygili reiterated the continued value
of RACVIAC as an effective platform in supporting
Confidence and Security Building Measures (CSBMs),
including through its training activities on arms control in
order to ensure a conducive environment to further
regional dialogue and security cooperation; and
underscored Tlrkiye’s unwavering commitment to the
effective functioning of RACVIAC Furthermore, he gave
an opportunity to each representative to briefly
introduce herself/himself and express his/her
expectations regarding the Meeting.

Subsequently, MAG adopted the Agenda.

After the Opening and Adoption of the Agenda RACVIAC
Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie,
used the opportunity to express his gratitude to the
Republic of Turkiye for its continuous support over the
past 23 years and highlighted the importance of Turkish-
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RACVIAC cooperation in promoting regional security
and stability. Turkiye contribution to the Centre has
been substantial which RACVIAC is extremely grateful
for, he underlined. In addition, he gave a brief
presentation on the Annual Report for the year 2023
and thanked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of National Defence of the Republic of Turkiye
for its hospitality in Istanbul and invaluable support in
organizing this year's MAG meeting. He also expressed
his appreciation and extended his best wishes to the
MAG Chairperson, Ambassador Ilhan Saygili for
promoting RACVIAC as an important platform for
fostering dialogue and cooperation on security issues.

He referred to the year 2023 which witnessed
RACVIAC unwavering dedication to fostering regional
security and cooperation in South-Eastern Europe:
“Amidst the backdrop of global turbulence, from the
war in Ukraine to the instability in the Middle East, we
underscored the imperative for unity among SEE
nations to tackle shared threats collectively”.

Furthermore, Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that
throughout 2023 activities remained steadfastly
aligned with RACVIAC strategic objectives,
demonstrating the Centre’s commitment to building
trust, transparency, and networks among its Members.
Despite the evolving landscape RACVIAC successfully
executed 22 out of the 25 planned activities,
attracting numerous participants, i.e. over 640
attendees. These initiatives spanned diverse domains
such as arms control, counter-terrorism, cyber and
energy security, and gender-integrated security
sector transformation, significantly bolstering
institutional capacities and facilitating knowledge
exchange, he pointed out.

He mentioned that he had productive talks with almost
40 Ambassadors, Deputy Heads or delegates from
Diplomatic Missions, most of whom are RACVIAC
Associate Members and Observers. These discussions
highlighted a mutual dedication to seeking ways to
increase engagement in RACVIAC activities, whether
by boosting participation or providing additional
support for Programme execution.

The presence at the 11th Defence Cooperation
Initiative (DECI) Chiefs of Defence (CHODs) Meeting
offered an opportunity to underscore RACVIAC
significant role in fostering security cooperation and
dialogue in the South East European (SEE) region as
well.

Among others, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail
Grigorie highlighted some of the most important

achievements in the mentioned period, among which is
the long-lasting partnership with U.S. European
Command (EUCOM), Defence Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA), as well as with US Department of Energy (DOE)
with whom RACVIAC has extended the contract in
terms of their support for “Advancing Nuclear Security
in SEE” project until the end of 2025. In light of this
partnership RACVIAC, in conjunction with the DOE,
remains steadfast in its commitment to fostering
regional cooperation in the realm of nuclear materials
and facility security in South East Europe.

Ambassador Grigorie concluded his reporting by
pointing out the Organization’s active listening to the
needs of RACVIAC Members and remaining vigilant
regarding the prevailing circumstances in the region
and beyond. In this context he announced the
upcoming initiative aimed at enhancing the RACVIAC
Programme for the following year - a new project,
Conference on Critical Infrastructure, designed to
broaden our scope and impact. This event will be the
second RACVIAC flagship event in 2025, besides the
Conference on Security Challenges for Europe, which
RACVIAC traditionally organizes in cooperation with
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the George C.
Marshall Center.

He signalled that addressing personnel shortages
remains imperative to fulfilling RACVIAC joint mission
effectively and that he was encouraged by the
commitment shown during recent engagements,
especially from the Montenegrin authorities, in
connection with the sending of their representative to
serve as an Activity Manager in RACVIAC.

Ambassador Grigore thanked all RACVIAC Members
who have their representatives in RACVIAC, as well as
Hungary, an Associate Member, represented with its
secondee working as a member of its staff as well as
the host country, Republic of Croatia, for having the
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largest representation in its staff and providing
exceptional support in terms of infrastructure and all
other forms of assistance.

He concluded important points of his Annual Report by
extending his deep gratitude to each Member for their
unwavering support and collaboration and by
acknowledging the invaluable contributions of
colleagues members of RACVIAC staff, who have
worked tirelessly behind the scenes to bring the vision
of RACVIAC to its full realization. “l assure you that | will
continue to do my best in order that this Centre, which
has a vital place in the region, continues to
successfully carry out its tasks and mission”, he
pointed out.

Representative of the SEDM Secretariat stressed that
the South-Eastern Europe Defence Ministerial Process
(SEDM), currently chaired by Romania, shares common
objectives and interests with RACVIAC. “Romanian
SEDM Chairmanship will further promote and support
the activities organized by RACVIAC, with the aim to
enhance the security dialogue and regional
cooperation, thus facilitating RACVIAC countries, all of
which are SEDM members, in achieving the goal of full
membership in European and Euro-Atlantic structures
as the best way to preserve stability and security in the
region.”

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda RACVIAC Programme
Managers presented the Realization of RACVIAC 2023
Programme, RACVIAC updated Programme 2024 and
Projection for RACVIAC 2025 Programme. MAG was
expected to take note of the updated Annual
Programme for 2024 as well as RACVIAC 2025
Programme Projection. Moreover, all RACVIAC
Members were kindly requested to present their views,
positions and proposals on any possible sponsors, new

topics or co-organizational possibilities regarding the
proposed Programme activities.

In addition, Chief of Admin & Finance provided
comprehensive details regarding RACVIAC
implementation of the 2023 Budget, the 2024 Budget,
the draft Budget for 2025, and the financial audit
report for 2023. Additionally, projections for budgets
up to 2027 were presented. Furthermore, Rear Admiral
Predrag Stipanovi¢, RACVIAC Deputy Director,
provided information on the implementation of the
organizational structure and gave a brief overview of
the current RACVIAC personnel situation. Special
emphasis was put on the positions which will be vacant
during the next couple of months and are crucial for an
uninterrupted functioning of the Centre. With regard to
the current personnel situation MAG took note that
Members that have not seconded personnel to
RACVIAC need to fulfil their obligations as soon as
possible.

The topic of the nomination of the new MAG
Chairperson for the period 2023/2024 was also
tackled. With regard to the 34th MAG Conclusions on
the alphabetical order principle for Members in the
nomination procedure for the MAG Chairperson the
Republic of Albania was invited to send information on
its nominee for this position.
I

L

After the presentation and adoption of Conclusions
H.E. Ambassador ilhan Saygili closed the 51st MAG
Meeting and thanked all the participants for their
engagement and contribution. The proposed date for
the 52nd MAG Meeting is 14-15 October 2024 on
RACVIAC premises in Rakitje, Croatia. @
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MAG POGS (Multinational Advisory Group
Points of Contacts) Meeting held in RAGVIAC

MAG POCs (Multinational Advisory Group Points of
Contacts) Meeting was held on 28 May 2024 on RACVIAC
premises via the Video Tele Conference System (online)
and gathered experts from the representatives of
Members, Associate Members, Observers, and partners
working in an open-minded atmosphere on the
programming of the Centre’s activities.

RACVIAC develops the Annual Programming Document in
close cooperation with the MAGs and partners through a
consultation process. This RACVIAC Programming
Document sets out the priority activities for SEE 2025
identified during the annual programming cycle.

Opening the Meeting RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, welcomed the representatives
of Members, Associate Members, Observers and partners
and outlined the purpose of the Meeting which is to
discuss and refine the proposed activities for the
upcoming year. This meeting is crucial for sharing of
opinions, experiences, and coordinating the details
related to RACVIAC Questionnaire before its approval
during the upcoming MAG Autumn Meeting.

=

RACVIAC Participants

Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that RACVIAC is entering
the most critical phase of drafting the plans which will
define steps to achieve the main goals identified in the
RACVIAC Strategy. MAG POCs' commitment and willingness
to support and contribute actively to the RACVIAC
Programme are greatly appreciated, he pointed out.

Furthermore, RACVIAC Director highlighted the
importance of evaluating the proposed Programme and
ensuring coordination and cooperation in the planning
process for 2024-2025 with the MAGs and national
authorities. He called on the full engagement and precise
consultations with authorities which are essential for the
success of this process.

Ambassador Grigorie underlined that RACVIAC - Centre for
Security Cooperation continuously adapts its Programme to
reflect the most critical topics in different security domains,
supporting SEE countries in developing flexibility and
capacity to respond to pressing security needs and
geopolitical challenges. This strengthens trust,
collaboration, and a safer environment, accelerating Euro-
Atlantic integration processes, he added.

In that regard, he highlighted the main Programme points for
each RACVIAC Pillar. CSE Pillar's main areas of interest
include the Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control -
Dayton Article 1V, the Vienna Document 2011, CBRN
challenges, the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), the
Biological and Toxic Weapons Convention, and PSSM.

Concerning the C-WMD Network, Ambassador reffered to
the fact that in partnership with the US Department of Energy
(DoE) RACVIAC is conducting the "Regional Nuclear Security
Cooperation Initiative". RACVIAC will also organize Regional
Workshops on Nuclear Security Detection Architecture
together with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
thus emphasizing its cooperation with American partners
like DoE, Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), and US
EUCOM.

Speaking about CTST Pillar, RACVIAC Director announced
the second RACVIAC flagship event in spring 2025,
“Conference on Resilience and Protection of Critical
Infrastructure”, in partnership with Zagreb University, Civilian
Research and Development Foundation (CRDF Global) and
the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Center from Bucharest.
Additionally, the plan is to support RACVIAC Members in
combating terrorism, organized crime, cyber security, and
other security-related areas. Energy Security will also be a
key focus.

Furthermore, RACVIAC activities in SSG Pillar will continue to
promote principles of a democratic and accountable
security sector, covering areas such as Democratic
Oversight, Civilian Crisis Management, Human
Rights/Gender Perspective, Strategic Communication,
Border Security and Management, and Fighting Corruption.

Additionally, he thanked for the invaluable contributions of
MAG POCs during the first phase of drafting the
Questionnaire 2025-2026 and said that their needs and
interests are at the core of RACVIAC Programme
development, and wished everyone a productive meeting.

The Meeting continued with a presentation by the Planning
and Liaison Officer for South East Europe who provided useful
information related to RACVIAC annual Programming process
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in the development of RACVIAC curriculum. In continuation,
the Programme Managers provided information on the draft
Programme 2025 as well as some additional proposals and
remarks received via the Questionnaire regarding specific
requests and aspects of participation by RACVIAC respective
Members, Associate Members, Observers, and partners.

After the presentations, a lively discussion started that
included questions and constructive suggestions among the
participants of the POCs meeting.

The representative of Defence Threat Reduction Agency, Mr
William Sosnowski, expressed satisfaction regarding very
good cooperation with RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation and addressed the audience with a proposal for
education and training in C-WMD areas.

Draft Annual Programme 2025 will go through a process of
consultation with the MAG and partners and will be approved
during the “Autumn MAG Meeting” in October 2024 and
should reflect RACVIAC strategic objectives 2021-2026,

Mr Richard Spencer and
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail
Grigorie, hosted the United States Defence Threat Reduction
Agency (DTRA) representatives Mr. Richard Spencer, US DTRA
Division Chief, EUCOM Operations Division and Mr. William
Sosnowski, Regional Engagement Analyst, Proliferation
Security Initiative, DTRA on 12th April 2024.

The DTRA delegation was briefed on RACVIAC work,
Programme for 2024 and plans for enhancing cooperation
during the upcoming period. Since the founding of RACVIAC
USA has been constantly involved in the Centre’s work and it
has been an Observer since 2003. DTRA is a sponsor and a
partner in a number of C-WMD activities as well as CTST Pillar

Programme guidelines 2021-2026, and answer the needs of
the region.

In addition, certain details regarding Programme support
from DTRA were clarified during the Meeting, resulting in a
more precise and concrete draft Programme 2025-2026
that will be presented for approval at the MAG Meeting in
October2024. ®

MAG POCs Participants

Visit of llle US DTRA renresenlalwes to RACVIAC

activities connected to the cyber domain and the Arms
Control area (CSE Pillar).

Ambassador Grigorie informed the guests about the activities
focused on counter proliferation and radiological and nuclear
security that RACVIAC will organize this year.

Besides that, the future of four regional projects aimed at
enabling regional collaboration was discussed as well as
possibilities of introducing training activities supported by
DTRAin RACVIAC Programme.

During the meeting it was stressed that RACVIAC is keen on
sustaining collaborative endeavours in the upcoming years,
particularly concerning the ideas and support in fostering
engagement of South East European countries when it comes
to regional collaboration and it was concluded that it should
try introducing activities focused on education and training.

Mr. Spencer expressed gratitude for RACVIAC hospitality and
emphasized the significance of the C-WMD Network,
highlighting its distinctiveness in bringing together parties
committed to transparent collaboration on various C-WMD-
related issues.

Furthermore, Mr. Spencer stated that DTRA supports
RACVIAC’'s endeavors in promoting regional security
cooperation and dialogue, especially in the field of counter
proliferation.

Ambassador Grigorie emphasized his confidence that
cooperation with DTRA will continue for the benefit of all
RACVIAC Members and agreed to invest efforts in joint
ventures in future projects. @
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Director of RAGVIAG attended the “Outlook on Resilience”
International Gonference in Bucharest

“Outlook on Resilience”
International Conference Participants

RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, attended with other international officials the
“Outlook on Resilience” International Conference, held
on 24-25 April 2024 in Bucharest.

This third edition of the International Conference was
dedicated to the Dawn of Artificial Intelligence (Al). The
Conference was organized by the Euro-Atlantic
Resilience Centre (E-ARC) in Bucharest and took place at
the Palace of Parliament and tackled all major domains
impacted by the development of Al.

During the Opening session high-level decision makersin
the governmental and private sector shared thoughts
and insights regarding the strategic trends in the
development of Aland its increasing role in our lives.

The aim of the Conference was to address the complex
impact of Al on the resilience of our society as a whole
and explore the dual role that it has, of facilitator and
disruptor, in various domains, such as defense,
communications, education, in societal resilience, ethics
and cyber

On the sidelines of the “Outlook on Resilience”
Conference Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie held
an Official meeting with Ovidiu Alexandru Rae chi,
President of the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre. The
meeting was an opportunity to present RACVIAC
Programme 2024 and 2025, welcoming the successful
cooperation with E-ARC which started last year and
emphasizing the initiative to organize a “Conference on
Critical Infrastructure Protection Strategies” in
accordance with RACVIAC Programme 2025. This
Conference will be the second annual flagship event of

the Centre for Security Cooperation, along with the
“Conference on Security Challenges for Europe”
organized in cooperation with the George C. Marshal
Centre and Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.

Building on RACVIAC collaborative efforts with regional
and international partners, the presentation of RACVIAC
work highlighted the importance of resilience as a
cornerstone of sustainable security architectures.

President Ovidiu Alexandru Rae chi praised the previous
cooperation with RACVIC and presented the work of E-
ARC. He pointed out its structure and programme which
covers four pillars, which ensures that the Centre is a
unique and valuable institution for both NATO and the EU,
capable of offering expertise in various fields.

Furthermore, he congratulated RACVIAC on the initiative
to organize a “Conference on Critical Infrastructure
Protection Strategies”, a topic, he added, that needs
more addressingin the current landscape of challenges.

He expressed the will that the Centre for Security
Cooperation can count on the contribution of the Euro-
Atlantic Resilience Center to such a relevant event, and
suggested RACVIAC should also get in touch with the
experts of the E-ARC on the topic of interactive sessions,
a format that brings much-needed insights into future
trends in this area. E-ARC manages a network of
associated experts that can bring added value to the
project, he said.

Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that it was an honour
to participate in the “Outlook on Resilience” International
Conference and to be involved in constructive dialogues
aimed at strengthening resilience at the global level. “At
RACVIAC, we remain committed to promoting
cooperative solutions and fostering resilience as the
backbone of peace and security,” he concluded.

Director of RACVIAC also met Mr Duncan Thomson,
Senior Advisor for Regional Partnerships, CRDF Global.
CRDF Global is an independent non-profit organization
founded in 1995 (USA) in response to the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the threat of large-scale proliferation of
the weapons technology from the region.

CRDF Global representative provided an overview of
CRDF and RACVIAC work was also presented to him in
order to gain a better understanding of what the Centre
for Security Cooperation does.
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The meeting sought to find common ground for future
collaboration on RACVIAC activities, including capacity
building and resilience in C-WMD, AML/CPF and
sanctions compliance, cyber and digital security,
emerging and dual-use technologies, countering
disinformation. CRDF Global will be RACVIAC partner in
organizing the spring flagship event “Conference on
Critical Infrastructure Protection Strategies”.

The participation of RACVIAC in the “Outlook on
Resilience” Conference underscores its commitment to
advancing dialogue and cooperation in support of
resilient and secure societies. Through active
engagement with diverse stakeholders RACVIAC
continues to play a vital role in shaping the discourse on
regional security dynamics and fostering sustainable
peace. @
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Mr Duncan Thomson and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

RAGVIAG Director met with Rector of the

University of Zagreh

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail
Grigorie, met Professor Stjepan LakuSi¢, PhD, Rector of the
University of Zagreb on 2nd May 2024. The aim of the meeting
was to discuss the ongoing and future cooperation between
the University of Zagreb and RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation.

Ambassador Grigorie used this opportunity to inform
Professor LakuSi¢ that RACVIAC is planning to organize a
Conference on Resilience and Protection of Critical
Infrastructure in April or May 2025. This event will be the
second RACVIAC flagship event in 2025 besides the
Conference on Security Challenges for Europe which RACVIAC
traditionally organizes at the end of the year in cooperation
with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the George C.
Marshall European Center for Security Studies.

In regards to the abovementioned RACVIAC Director has
approached the Faculty of Political Science, University of
Zagreb with the aim to support the idea as an academic
partner in a series of Conferences. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has already been drafted with outlined
objectives and areas of co-operation, to be signed by Director
of RACVIAC and Dean of the Faculty of Political Science. In this
context, Ambassador Grigorie invited the University of Zagreb
to be a partner in organizing the “Conference on Resilience
and Protection of Critical Infrastructure”.

The Ambassador used the opportunity to extend the invitation
to Prof. Lakusic to visit RACVIAC in order to present him with
RACVIAC activities and discuss prospects of deepening the
University of Zagreb—RACVIAC cooperation.

The Rector of the University of Zagreb praised the activities of
RACVIAC and welcomed the initiative of organizing a new
flagship event, the “Conference on Resilience and Protection
of Critical Infrastructure”, as of next year. Prof. Lakusi¢
accepted with pleasure the invitation to visit RACVIAC. The
occasion will be used to discuss future cooperation and
participation of the University of Zagreb in the “Conference on
Resilience and Protection of Critical Infrastructure”. @

Professor Stjepan Lakusi¢, PhD and
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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RACVIAC representative attends the NATO Committee of
Gender Perspectives (NI:GP) 2024 Annual Gonference,

NATO HQ, Brussels

RACVIAC Representative, Zrinka Smeh Martinovic, Activity
Manager in Security Sector Governance Pillar, attended
the NATO Committee of Gender Perspectives (NCGP) 2024
Annual Conference on 6-8 May 2024 on NATO HQ premises
in Brussels. The title of this year’s conference is “Military
Planning and Partnerships: A New Era of Gender
Perspective at NATO”. The Conference addresses how the
military can effectively apply a gender lens to the evolving
security environment and set the stage for the future of
Women, Peace and Security.

The NATO Committee on Gender Perspectives (NCGP) is a
consultative body that promotes gender mainstreaming
and the integration of gender perspectives by assessing
the implications of every proposed action for women, men,
girls and boys. NCGP is also responsible for integrating the
Gender Perspective into military work strands and
structures and it serves as an advisory body to the NATO
Military Committee (MC) on gender-related policy for the
Alliance’s armed forces.

The NCGP Annual Conference consisted of two parts: (1) A
general information session with invited key note speakers
(Open Conference) and (2) a working session that
culminates in recommendations to the MC related to the
NCGP’s Programme of Work.

RACVIAC Representative had an opportunity to hold a
presentation on “10 years of Gender Training of the
Trainers Course” during day 2. In her address she
mentioned that since 2014 RACVIAC has been regularly
conducting the ,Gender Training of the Trainers Course
(GToT)” together with the Croatian Armed Forces as a

Croatian Defense Diplomacy
visit RACVIAC

The 17th generation of the Croatian Defence Academy
Defence Diplomacy Course, accompanied by the course
leaders, CAPT Francois Buj and LTC Tihana Kunak Korsic,
paid a visit to the Centre for Security Cooperation on
Thursday,May 9,2024.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, warmly greeted the Course participants and

partner and under the supervision of the Nordic Center for
Gender in Military Operations (main NATO body for gender
in military operations). This particular activity is a result of
RACVIAC efforts in the field of gender training which has
positioned RACVIAC as a regional hub for gender
mainstreaming/training. Furthermore, she mentioned that
RACVIAC Mobile Training Team conducted the first “GToT
Course” for the Portuguese Armed Forces in Lisbon in
October 2019 upon the request of the Portuguese Armed
Forces General Staff. This was the first time in RACVIAC
history that one MTT was sent to provide training to some
other organization/institution. It was an excellent example
of high level of cooperation and support achieved
between RACVIAC and its Members States in utilizing
mutual resources, capacities and knowledge in order to
train, coach and mentor other institutions or organizations.
In addition, this year in February 2024, upon NATO’s
request, RACVIAC organized the “GToT Course” for
members of the Jordanian Armed Forces. The Course was
supported by RACVIAC Members who provided gender
trainers and, hence, once more confirmed the regionally-
owned aspect of RACVIAC. Based on the evaluation of the
survey, instructors’ feedback, and formative and
summative assessment of the participating students the
objectives of the GTOT Course for students from Jordan
were achieved. All 12 students succeeded in their final
exam thus confirming their professionalism and qualities
as new gender instructors.

Through mentioned GToT Courses RACVIAC Members
have developed a network of more than 200 gender
instructorsin the SEE region. @

Course participants

congratulated them for paying a visit to RACVIAC. The
personnel of RACVIAC used the opportunity to introduce
themselves and presented Pillars core business.

After presenting the Centre’s history, mission, vision,
achievements to date, annual Programme from 2024 and
projections for 2025 RACVIAC staff members provided
further details about how the Centre’s Programme of
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activities has been developed, highlighting how it has
changed and evolved over time to better meet the needs
andrequests of the Members.

Additionally, it was stressed how the Centre’s
operations provide a great forum for networking and
fostering a sense of security and trust among the
SEE region’s nations. In the ensuing conversation
inquiries about RACVIAC Members and the Centre’s
future outlook were brought up.

As he recorded his thoughts in the RACVIAC
guestbook CAPT Buj complimented the fruitful
discussion with RACVIAC staff and Course attendees
and he praised openness with which all inquiries
aboutthe Centre were answered.

Ambassador Grigorie thanked for the visit and

expressed hope that the information gained today
and the opportunity for open discussion with
RACVIAC staff will be useful for the successful
completion of the course. @

Croatian Defense Diplomacy Course Participants

RACVIAC Director held a Bilateral Meeting with RAI on the
occasion of the Regional Workshop “Integrity and Control
Measures in Defence and Law Enforcement Institutions™

Ambassador Constatin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director,
on the occasion of the Regional Workshop “Integrity and
Control Measures in Defence and Law Enforcement
Institutions”, conducted a courtesy meeting with the
Regional Anticorruption Initiative (RAI) Chairperson, Mr
Drazen Jelenic.

At the very outset Director of RACVIAC greeted Mr Jeleni¢
and thanked RAI for its continued assistance. He gave
recognition to the outstanding collaborationin the areas of
enhancing openness and preventing corruption and
building integrity.

Furthermore, Ambassador Grigorie congratulated Mr
Jeleni¢ for his recent appointment as RAI Chairman at the
42nd RAI Steering Group Meeting and expressed
happiness about working together in various fields
RACVIAC and RAl cooperate on.

Mr Drazen Jeleni¢ thanked RACVIAC for welcoming RAI to
this Workshop and praised the already ongoing
cooperation stressing hope that it will yield even better
results in the future. Emphasizing that being an expert in
one field doesn’t exclude you from learning new things, he
assured his host that cooperation with RACVIAC will
continue and that RAI will secure the best experts in the
region for joint activities. He emphasized that we have a lot
of experience in the region but also a lot to do as we are
moving forward to transparency.

In conclusion, RACVIAC Director once more expressed his
deep appreciation for the support RAI provides and their
excellent job during the years. He indicated that RACVIAC
would like to continue with this fruitful cooperation in the
framework of several activities which are planned to be
organizedin2025.

Mr Jeleni¢ thanked for hosting RAI also expressing hope
about making new strides injoint work. @

Mr DraZen Jeleni¢ and Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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Alumni Association from The Mediterranean Foundation
for Strategic Studies (FMES Institute) visits RACVIAC

It was a great pleasure to receive the visit of the
alumni’s (2ASMED) of FMES Institute on Wednesday, May
22nd, 2024. The Delegation was led by the France
Defence Attaché to the Republic of Croatia, Lieutenant
Colonel Amar Ouali. His host was Rear Admiral Predrag
Stipanovi¢, Deputy Director of RACVIAC.

A France delegation mainly composed of French
officers, industry personnel and academic personnel
came for a study visit with the aim to discover and to
understand how Croatia is viewing its role in NATO, UE
and in the region. They chose RACVIAC - Centre for
Security Cooperation, as they are interested in security
and defense topics.

Deputy Director of RACVIAC warmly greeted the
Delegation participants and congratulated them for
paying a visit to RACVIAC. After that, the opportunity to
introduce themselves was given to the participants and
tothe personnel of RACVIAC.

After presenting the Centre’s history, mission, vision,
achievements to date, annual Programme from 2024
and projections for 2025 RACVIAC staff members
provided additional information about how the Centre’s
Programme of Activities was developed, emphasising
how it has changed and evolved over time to better
meetthe needs and requests of the Members.

Furthermore, it was emphasised that the Centre’s
operations provide an excellent arena for networking

and developing a sense of security and trust among the
SEE region’s countries. Inthe subsequent conversation,
questions about RACVIAC Members and the Centre’s
future prospects were raised.

LTC Ouali complimented the fruitful discussion with
RACVIAC staff and Delegation personnel, and he
praised openness with which all inquiries about the
Centre were answered. He thanked for the hospitality.

Admiral Stipanovi¢ thanked for the visit and expressed
hope that the information gained today and the
opportunity for open discussion with RACVIAC staff met
their expectations. Moreover, he expressed hope that
visiting RACVIAC will allow the participants of this study
trip to better understand South-East region and the role
of RACVIAC in stability and cooperationintheregion. ®

Alumni Association from The Mediterranean Foundation for
Strategic Studies (FMES Institute)

Amhassador of the Italian Repuhlic to the
Republic of Groatia pays a visit to RACVIAC

On May 23, 2024 H.E. Paolo Trichilo, Ambassador of
the Italian Republic to the Republic of Croatia paid a
visit to RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation. His
host was Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie.

Ambassador Trichilo was warmly welcomed on
RACVIAC premises in Rakitje and got introduced to the
Centre’s operations and RACVIAC staff responsibilities.

Director of RACVIAC informed the guest that the
Italian Republic has had a significant impact on
RACVIAC history ever since its founding. Apart from
Turkiye, it is the only other nation to have ratified the
bilateral agreement between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the Government of the Republic of
Croatia on the establishment of RACVIAC. Italy has
also been a consistent financial supporter of
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RACVIAC, sending two officials to the Centre as well
as serving as an active participant from 2000 to
2008. It continues to send people to RACVIAC
activities on occasion, mostly in the area of Arms
Control.

Ambassador Grigorie briefed the guest on the
demarches to increase ltaly’s role in the work of
RACVIAC.

Inthatregard, RACVIAC Director spoke with Admiral
Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, Chief of the Defense
General Staff, during the 11th DECI CHODs' meeting
in Zagreb in October 2023 and with Matteo Perego
Di Cremnago, Undersecretary of State for Defense
at the SEDM Meeting in Ankara in November 2023.
Following these demarches the delegation of the
Italian Defense General Staff paid a visit to RACVIAC
in February of this year.

Ambassador Constantin Mihail-Grigorie highlighted
to Ambassador Trichilo the potential benefits of
Italy’s renewed participation in RACVIAC in the form
of financing activities, secondment of personnel
and participationin RACVIAC activities.

H.E. Paolo Trichilo thanked for the invitation,
expressed appreciation for RACVIAC activities and
the role that RACVIAC has in fostering dialogue and

cooperation in the region. Additionally, he indicated
that he was eager to work on boosting Italian
involvement in RACVIAC operations.

H.E. Ambassador Trichilo and H.E. Ambassador
Grigorie both agreed to continue the dialogue and to
explore the possibilities of Italy’s greater
participation in the work of RACVIAC, having in mind
the common goals of promoting security and
cooperationin SEE and beyond. @

Ambassador of the Italian Republic Paolo Trichilo and
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

Director of RAGVIAG had in Sarajevo an official
meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Bosnia and Herzegovina

On the sidelines of the ongoing RACVIAC "Annual
Meeting of the Representatives of Defense and
Security Committees from SEE Parliaments"”, taking
place on 12-13 June 2024 at the Parliamentary
Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Director of
Centre for Security Cooperation - RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, held an
official meeting in Sarajevo with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, H.E.
Elmedin Konakovi¢, on June 11, 2024. The meeting
centered onfortifying the long-standing cooperation
between Bosnia and Herzegovina and RACVIAC.

Ambassador Grigorie extended his heartfelt
gratitude for Bosnia and Herzegovina's steadfast
support of RACVIAC over the past 24 years. He
highlighted the active participation of the country in
RACVIAC activities, its consistent financial
contributions and the secondment of staff as crucial
elements of this enduring partnership. Ambassador
Grigorie also expressed appreciation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina for hosting the current RACVIAC
meeting, organized in collaboration with the Joint
Committee on Defense and Security of the
Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
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the OSCE Missionto Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the
Geneva Center for Security Sector Governance
(DCAF).

Director emphasized the participation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the activities in the arms control and
security sector areas, and that this is the fifth time
that it is hosting the "Annual Meeting of the
Representatives of Defense and Security
Committees from SEE Parliaments" as well as being
actively involved in RACVIAC C-WMD Network
projects.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is providing an Activity
Manager for the Centre’s international staff, has held
two times positions of Director and has chaired the
RACVIAC steering committee - Multinational
Advisory Group - twice.

Ambassador Grigorie informed Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina with the initiatives
devoted for increasing the visibility of the Center
and participation and contribution of Members,
Associate Members and Observers in RACVIAC
activities, for attracting all SEECP countries to
become Members of RACVIAC family.

During the meeting Minister Konakovi¢ underscored
RACVIAC active role in promoting regional trust and
cooperationthrough diverse projects. He reaffirmed
Bosnia and Herzegovina's unwavering commitment
to RACVIAC, demonstrated by its active involvement,
strategic planning, and financial support.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and
Herzegovina expressed his appreciation for the

excellent cooperation with RACVIAC and the desire
to further enhance this relationship.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed gratitude to
Minister Konakovi¢ for his kind remarks and affirmed
unwavering support for RACVIAC mission to promote
dialogue and cooperation, assuring that RACVIAC
will continue to actively work to secure peace and
security in SEE.

The dialogue between Ambassador Grigorie and
Minister Konakovi¢ reaffirmed the enduring
partnership between the two sides both of which are
dedicated to deepening their collaboration to
enhance regional security and foster dialogue and
cooperation. @
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
H.E. ElImedin Konakovi¢ and RACVIAC Director,
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

RACVIAG Representative attended the Annual Meeting
of the Regional Cooperation Gouncil (RGC)

RACVIAC - Center for Security Cooperation Planning
and Liaison Officer for SEE Countries, LTC Arta Driza,
attended in the Annual Meeting of the Regional
Cooperation Council (RCC) that took place in Skopje,
North Macedonia on 12 June 2024 within the scope of
the North Macedonia Chairmanship-in-Office (C-i-O) of
the South East Europe Cooperation Process (SEECP).

RCC Secretary, General Majlinda Bregu, presented the
organization's Annual Report for the past year and
delivered information on the SEE2030 Strategy
implementation and next steps.

LTC Driza thanked the RCC Secretary General Majlinda
Bregu for the invitation and congratulated the RCC for
its achievements on contributing to regional security,
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stability and peace. RACVIAC representative
emphasized the desire of the Centre to continue
intensifying cooperation with RCC with the aim to
fostering and strengthening security in the SEE
region.

Participants in the RCC Annual Meeting approved the
RCC's 2023-2024 Annual Report as well as Amer
Kapetanovi¢'s appointment to the position of RCC
Secretary General forthe 2025-2027 term. @

= Ji 3

Annual Meeting of the
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) Participants

Representatives of the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Gentre and
the 0.3. Givilian Research and Development Foundation
pait a visit to RACVIAG

On June 14, 2024 the representatives of the U.S. Civilian After presenting the work of CRDF Global and E-ARC in the
Research and Development Foundation (CRDF Global) and region, the guests thanked for the invitation, expressed the
Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre (E-ARC), paid a visit to appreciation for RACVIAC activities and the role that
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation. The host was RACVIAC has in fostering dialogue and cooperation in the
Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail region. Additionally, they indicated that they are eager to
Grigorie. work towards boosting their involvement in RACVIAC's
operations.

Ambassador Grigorie warmly greeted the guests and
congratulated them for paying a visit to RACVIAC. They got  Director of RACVIAC and guests agreed to continue the
introduced to the Centre's operations and RACVIAC staff dialogue and to explore the possibilities CRDF Global and
responsibilities. E-ARC greater participation in the work of Centre for
Security Cooperation, having in mind the common goals of
promoting security and cooperation in SEE and beyond. @

After presenting the Centre's history, mission, vision,
achievements to date, annual Programme from 2024 and
projections for 2025 RACVIAC staff members provided
further details about how the Centre's Programme of
activities has been developed, highlighting how it has
changed and evolved over time to better meet the needs
and requests of the Members.

The aim of this visit was to provide more detail on the scope
of their work in the region, the technical areas which are in
focus, and to identify areas where the organisations can
collaborate. Aside from that, this visit was an opportunity to
sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
RACVIAC and CRDF Global which provides a basis for
concrete collaboration, concepts for joint programming
etc.

The future cooperation with E-ARC and CRDF Global was
discussed with the special emphasize on the partnership
with respected partners regarding the " Conference on _ ] -
Resilience and Protection of Critical Infrastructure”, the Representatives of the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre
second flagship event of the RACVIAC. The Conference is and the U.S. Civilian Research and'DeveIopment Foundation
supposedto be held in Spring 2025. and RACVIAC Director
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Deputy Director of RAGVIAG attended the South-Eastern
Europe Defense Ministerial Deputy Ghiefs of Defense

Meeting in Istanbul, Turkiye

Rear Admiral Predrag Stipnaovi¢, Deputy Director of
RACVIAC - Center for Security Cooperation, attended
the South-Eastern Europe Defense Ministerial (SEDM)
Deputy Chiefs of Defense (DCHODs) meeting held in
Istanbul, Tarkiye on June 26, 2024. The event,
organized by the Republic of Tarkiye and the SEDM
Secretariat, besides the DCHODs, gathered
representatives from regional organizations to
promote military collaboration and enhance stability
in Southeast Europe.

Rear Admiral Stipnaovi¢ expressed gratitude towards
the host nation and the SEDM Secretariat for their
outstanding organization of the significant event. He
emphasized RACVIAC’s dedication to fostering
dialogue and cooperation on security matters in the
region, particularly regarding Euro-Atlantic
integration.

“In collaboration with our valued partners, RACVIAC
will organize 25 activities this year, aligning with the
priorities of our members,” stated Rear Admiral
Stipnaovi¢. “These activities are dedicated to
enhancing our curricula, especially those focused on
facilitating the Euro-Atlantic integration process in
the region.”

He reaffirmed RACVIAC’s commitment to its mission,
focusing on key priority areas such as Arms Control
Regimes, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation,
Countering Terrorism and Organized Crime, Energy
Security, Crisis and Disaster Management, Border
Security and Management, and more.

The SEDM meeting marked the first DCHODs meeting
since Bucharest assumed the Chairmanship from
Sofiain July 2023. The participants acknowledged the
progress made under Bucharest's leadership and
appreciated the updates on SEDM-CC/PMSC activities
since the last DCHODs meeting in Rome in June 2023.
They also highlighted the importance of decisions
taken during the SEDM Defense Ministers meeting in
Ankarain November 2023.

A significant milestone was noted with the Republic of
Moldova’s first participation as a fully-fledged
member, bringing valuable experience to SEDM. The
attendees also expressed anticipation for Sarajevo’s
forthcoming membership in the MPFSEE Agreement,
enhancing the SEEBRIG’s capabilities.

Rear Admiral Stipnaovi¢ acknowledged the joint
commitment of SEDM and RACVIAC to regional peace
and stability. He stressed the importance of
coordinated efforts to achieve shared objectives for
the security and stability of Southeast Europe and
beyond.

“We remain unwavering in our mission, committed to
continuing and enhancing our work for the benefit of
our members and regional states, in cooperation with
regional and international organizations,” said Rear
Admiral Stipnaovic.

The meeting concluded with expressions of
appreciation for the successful preparation and
conduct of the annual SEDM DCHODs meeting and
gratitude towards the Turkish General Staff, led by
General irfan Ozsert, for their gracious hosting.

The next DCHODs meeting will be hosted by Sofia, as
per the agreed meetings calendar. @

e, 8 ey g

Annual Meeting of the
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) Participants
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Annual Regional Forum on Analysis of WMD
and CBRN Threats and Risks Trends

16 - 18 April 2024, Sarajevo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

In partnership with the institutions of Bosnia
and Herzegovina — the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of
Foreign Trade and Economic Relations, the
Ministry of Security and the State Regulatory
Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety - and
with the continuous support from US European
Command (USEUCOM) and Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA), RACVIAC organized
an Annual Regional Forum on Trends Analysis
of WMD Threats and Risks.

In partnership with the institutions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina — the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry
of Defense, the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations, the Ministry of Security and the State Regulatory
Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety - and with the
continuous support from US European Command
(USEUCOM) and Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA),
RACVIAC organized an Annual Regional Forum on Trends
Analysis of WMD Threats and Risks.

The concept behind the Regional Trends Analysis Forum is
to establish an annual platform for the South East
European C-WMD Network countries to analyse and
discuss the regional trends of WMD proliferation threats
and risks.

The ultimate goals are the fostering of regional
cooperation and dialogue in the field of C-WMD
between RACVIAC C-WMD Network countries and to
raise the importance of risk analysis, particularly those
identified in the trend analysis process.

This Annual Forum provided an opportunity for
governmental officials, international and national subject
matter experts, researchers and other relevant

stakeholders to exchange information, experience and
expertise on current and emerging threats trends in this
field, and, wherever possible, link these trends to the
progress in the implementation of national C-WMD
regulatory framework, strategies and action plans.

Opening Session, Mr Bosko Rotim,
RACVIAC CWMD Network Leader

The Forum started with the opening speeches of the
representatives of the organizers: Ms. Aida HodZic,
Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs of BA, Ms.
Deborah Mennuti, US Embassy Deputy Chief of
Mission, Mr. BoSko Rotim, Programme Leader,
RACVIAC C-WMD Network and Mr. Richard Spencer,
Chief of DTRA EUCOM Operations Division. In their
remarks the speakers pointed out the importance of
improving the regulatory framework and
strengthening regional cooperation and partnerships
as the preconditions for successful counter
proliferation of WMD. Furthermore, the Trends
Analysis project, as one of four identified projects
within the C-WMD Network, could provide RACVAC
community with an appropriate analytical tool which
will help in countering WMD, it was added. The
speakers also emphasized that the contemporary
security challenges cannot be faced by single states
alone and that regional initiatives like this one are very
valuable in that regard.
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Opening Session, Mr. Richard Spencer,
Chief of DTRA EUCOM Operations Division

The purpose of the first Panel, titled ‘Dual Use and
Emerging Technology Developments’, was the
examination of the illegal intra-regional and cross-
regional shipment of dual use technologies,
particularly those likely to impact the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine.

The representatives of the Analytical Team of Bosnia
and Herzegovina explained that they used the open
source information as a basis for their analysis. The
countries of the region have mostly aligned their
national regulation with the international and EU
regulations. The findings indicate the permanent risks
associated with the illegal trafficking of dual use items
and the uncontrolled spread of various technologies
that could reach state and non-state actors. Therefore,
the strengthening of institutional frameworks and
capacities as well as enhanced cooperation and
exchange of information are needed. The panellists
also emphasized that while controlling the transfers of
dual use items and technologies the balance between
the trade and civil use of technologies and security
measures must be sought, along with the clear
definition of emerging technologies, the access to data
and ensuring that there are adequate resources to deal
with this issue. Since emerging technologies impose
significant challenges to the effective functioning of
customs capacity building in this field is of utmost
importance. As a conclusion, raising awareness,
providing expertise, creating a regulatory framework
for transfer of intangible assets and stronger
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cooperation were stressed as priorities for the
effective counter- proliferation efforts.

The Janes open-source proliferation database related
to the identification of dual use technologies was also
presented. It is based on open source intelligence and
it can describe CBRN related data that could be used
for various kinds of analyses.

The second Panel focused on regulatory and legal
frameworks. It examined the challenges of maintaining
appropriate counterproliferation legal and
prosecutorial frameworks and the balance between
public safety and public interest as well as the
challenges to the legal system arising from the use of
emerging technologies.

The panellists pointed out that the capacities of legal
authorities, such as CBRN forensics, training and
education, and the international mutual legal assistance
institute should be better developed in order to deal with
the challenges posed by new technologies. In addition,
digitalisation of business processes, the risks analysis,
exchange of information and cooperation with the
academic community are important elements of building
capabilities.

Forum Participants

The third Panel, ‘Nuclear and Radiological Hazardous

Materials’, examined the proliferation of radiological

and nuclear materials, focusing on the impacts and
trends in energy security, nuclear technologies,
trafficking in radiological and nuclear materials,

transhipment, regulatory control regimes and the risks
associated with the physical control of sites and
materials in conflict zones.
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The panellists underlined the importance of having a
working definition of nuclear hazardous materials and
that in the region it is more a question of safety than
security. Since in the Western Balkans there are no
nuclear power plants significant danger is posed by the
war in Ukraine. However, the risks of incidents and
smuggling of hazardous materials remain a critical
concern. The panellists also emphasized the
importance of functional mechanisms for managing
nuclear and radiological waste and strengthening
prevention and detection capabilities. It is necessary to
improve the storage and mishandling of nuclear
material, as well as cooperation and communication in
incident response, it was stressed.

During the presentation of the Regional and Strategic
Trends Analysis in Trade Controls the importance of
control systems and strategic trade controls was
discussed. The participants emphasized the
importance of the clear definition of the mandate of the
Customs administrations in nuclear security, defined
standard operating procedures, personnel education
and training on CBRN and equipment for the Customs
services, as well as training of prosecutors.

The Roadmap towards a Self-sustained Regional Tool
on Trends Analysis was presented by the
representatives of Bosnia and Herzegovina who
explained that the key factor in developing a common
approach to trends analysis was a commonality of risk
and Bosnia and Herzegovina agreed to pursue this
theme for the benefit of the region through the
development of regional cooperation to strengthen
the common methodology. Events like this one are also
a good opportunity to bring together regional experts
supporting the trends
analysis and
strengthening
interagency and
regional cooperation
through inclusion of key
state institutions,
academia, and NGOs.
The idea of establishing
the Centre of Excellence
on CBRN in Bosnia and
Herzegovina was also
presented. Although
there are existing
regional CoEs, as well as
in the context of NATO
and the EU, there is no
existing capability which

solely addresses WMD proliferation and analysis.
Hence, this inaugural Annual Forum and conducted
Trends Analysis could be seen as an exploration of
initial steps to create the Centre of Excellence and
seek support from South-Eastern European states.

The Annual Regional Forum on Analysis of WMD and
CBRN Threats and Risks Trends as well as the Annual
Statement of Emerging Trends pointed out the
importance of trust and confidence in countering
WMD proliferation, especially in the context of
changing the international security environment.

In that sense, the report's intention was not to identify
weaknesses of regional countries but rather to encourage
closer regional cooperation in this field. The Report's
findings served as a foundation for the Forum's panels and
the basis for future activities within the C-WMD network.

This Annual Forum provided an opportunity for
governmental officials, international and national subject
matter experts, researchers and other relevant
stakeholders to exchange information, experience and
expertise on current and emerging threats trends in this
field, and, wherever possible, link these trends to the
progress in the implementation of national C-WMD
regulatory framework, strategies and action plans.

The Regional Trends Analysis Forum was attended by 46
participants from Albania (2), Bosnia and Herzegovina (18),
Croatia (2), Kosovo* (1), Montenegro (2), North Macedonia
(3), EU Delegation to BA (1), the European Space Agency
(1), NATO HQ Sarajevo (1), OSCE (1), US DTRA (5), RACVIAC
(3)and 7 speakers/panellists. ®

N ___. | -.-.\

by

Group Photo

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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Return, Rehahilitation and Reintegration of
FTFs and their Family Membens:
Taking Stock and Way Forward

22 - 24 April 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

On 22nd-24th April 2024 RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation organized the
Conference “Return, Rehabilitation and
Reintegration of FTFs and their Family
Members: Taking Stock and Way Forward”
with the support of the OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In navigating the complexities of FTF challenges in South
East Europe RACVIAC and the OSCE are committed to
fostering collaboration and dialogue. Together, the two
organizations aim to contribute to a more secure and
resilient South East Europe.

This Conference represented a crucial step in consolidating
regional efforts, sharing of knowledge, and developing
strategies that can effectively address the unique aspects
of FTFs’ return, rehabilitation, and reintegration. RACVIAC
as a Centre for security cooperation, in cooperation with
OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, wanted to once
again point out and draw attention to the importance and
significance of the problem that is reflected in and
manifested through the FTFs phenomenon and everything
that this phenomenon entails.

Opening Session

S C Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe

Opening the Conference Ms Selma Zekovi¢, Chief of Anti-
terrorism, OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina,
welcomed the esteemed experts, participants, and the
Deputy Director of RACVIAC RADM Predrag Stipanovic,
pointing out the importance of the Conference “Return,
Rehabilitation and Reintegration of FTFs and their Family
Members: Taking Stock and Way Forward ", hosted by
RACVIAC. Events like this one and RACVIAC as a regional
platform for security cooperation play a very important
role in the field of security not only in the Western Balkan
countries but SEE as well, she stressed.

Ms Selma Zekovi¢, Chief of Anti-terrorism,
OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Conference was opened by RACVIAC Deputy
Director RADM Predrag Stipanovi¢ who said that this
Conference is just a continuation of a series of
previously organized RACVIAC activities on the topic
of FTFs in cooperation with the OSCE Mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He used the opportunity to
thank RACVIAC partners for their support during the
preparatory phase of this activity.
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RADM Stipanovi¢, furthermore, reflected on the aim of
the Conference which is to assess the current situation,
share insights on ongoing initiatives, and collaborate on
the strategy on the way forward: ,By bringing together
experts, policymakers and practitioners from the

region this Conference aims to formulate region-specific
solutions that balance security considerations with
respect for human rights®, he added. He also welcomed
and thanked all distinguished experts and panellists
whose contribution in this event is, he added,
undoubtedly invaluable.

RADM Predrag Stipanovi¢, Deputy Director of RACVIAC

The Conference was divided into three parts. The first
part included the keynote presentations which
consisted of three different topics and it was
moderated by Mr KreSimir Mamic¢, Head of the Counter-
terrorism service Zagreb, Croatia: “Overview of the
situation of citizens from the SEE region being held
captive in Syria”, “Role of civil society in Rehabilitation
and Reintegration of FTFs and their family members in
SEE”, and, “Programs and challenges related to
international assistance in rehabilitation and
reintegrationin the SEE region”.

Panel One, titled “Criminal Justice Responses to
Returning FTFs: Overview of Policy and Practice in
South East Europe”, was moderated by Ms Selma
Zekovi¢, Chief of Anti-terrorism, OSCE Mission to BA.
Criminal justice responses to relocating or returning

FTFs, their affiliates or those inspired or directed by
them, were discussed during this session. It also
tackled the challenges in prosecuting individuals
suspected of terrorism in distant conflict areas using
evidence collected by the military.

Panel Two, titled “Rehabilitation and Reintegration
Programs within and outside the Criminal Justice
System: Experience and Lessons Learned”, was
moderated by Ms. Jasna HodZzi¢, Programme Officer,
Anti-terrorism, OSCE Mission to BA.This session
deliberated on the experiences gained and insights
garnered from handling and supporting returned
Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTFs) and their families with
a specific focus on women, girls, and boys.

Conference Participants

The Conference ended with the Closing remarks which
were delivered by Ms. Selma Zekovi¢ and RADM Predrag
Stipanovic.

Ms Selma Zekovic, Chief of Anti-terrorism, OSCE Mission
to Bosnia and Herzegovina in her closing remarks used
the opportunity to reiterate her deep gratitude to all
those who contributed to the success of this
conference through their leadership, participation and
financial contributions and underlined a few points. She
said that over the past decade foreign terrorist fighters
of DAESH and Al-Qaida have posed an unprecedented
threat to international peace and security.

DAESH is resurgent as a covert network in lrag and
Syria. Thousands of foreign terrorist fighters remain at
large, posing a threat to Iraq, Syria, and the countries
they might return or relocate to. The discussions during
the two days of the Conference confirmed this concern.

She also shared with the audience the key conclusions
of these discussions:

o Bringing Terrorists to Justice: the discussions
highlighted the complex challenges faced by SEE
countries to bring DAESH members and their
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affiliates, including returning foreign terrorist
fighters, to justice. Participants underlined the
evidentiary and jurisdictional challenges that
Members are facing to prosecute returnees. While
the collection, handling, sharing and use of so-called
“battlefield evidence” is increasingly relevant in such
cases, these tasks should be performed carefully and
conducted in full compliance with international
human rights law and international humanitarian law,
where applicable.

« Addressing the needs of children linked to terrorist
groups: participants stressed the urgent need for
Members to address the needs of children linked to
terrorist groups through gender- and age- sensitive
programmes. Thousands of children remain trapped
in Syria and Iraqg. They face a multitude of challenges,
including rejection and life-long stigmatization.

« Addressing terrorist radicalisation and recruitment:
participants underscored the need to address the
risks of terrorist radicalization and recruitment in
prisons and to reduce the risk of recidivism of former
foreign terrorist fighters through measures to
rehabilitate and reintegrate them into society.

« Participants highlighted the need for more evidence
of what constitutes good practices in safely
managing detainees convicted for terrorism
offences or considered “at risk” of radicalization to
terrorism.

o Gender sensitive approach to the FTFs phenomenon:
participants acknowledged that women sometimes
have a combination of roles related to terrorist acts,
as facilitators, supporters and perpetrators, but also
as victims of violence and other human rights
abuses. This calls for a gender-sensitive approach
throughout the lifecycle of terrorist radicalization.

o Proactive engagement with the civil society: the
Conference emphasized the need to engage
proactively with the civil society in the development
and implementation of strategies to address the
challenges associated with foreign terrorist
fighters and their families.

The phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters is one of
the most serious dimensions of the terrorist threat. To
solve the concerns of all of us, we have only one
choice. We must come together and jointly tackle the
issue at hand. This requires effective partnerships
between the government, civil society, and religious
communities.

ACTIVITIES

RACVIAC Deputy Director RADM Predrag Stipanovicé
said that in the recent period security around the
world has been seriously compromised. That is why
RACVIAC as a Centre for security cooperation with its
partners has been planning, organizing and
gathering security sector experts not only from the
region of South East Europe but also from all over the
world to discuss this or similar topics emphasizing
the importance of security, he added, and continued:
“the phenomenon of FTFs has always been well-
known but it became especially relevant in the last
decade due to local, regional conflicts raging all over
the world. Taking into account all of the problems
surrounding this phenomenon we’'ve decided to
organize this Conference in order to improve security
as much as possible throughout the globe. Having in
mind that you encounter these and similar problems
every day in your daily business, | hope that
participation in this event will help you solve them
more easily. However, | am sure of one thing and that
is that you have used this opportunity to get
introduced to each other and exchange experiences
and to stay in touch with each other.” Finally, he
invited the participants to stay in touch and get
involved in improving the situation regarding this
importantissue. @

The Conference gathered more than 30 participants
and experts dealing with terrorism, law enforcement,
social protection, education and health from Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, France, Hungary,
Montenegro, the Netherlands, North Macedonia,
Tiirkiye and Kosovo* as well as various professionals
members of the civil society, international
organizations, academia, media and religious
communities.
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Group Photo

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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“Integrity and Control Measures in Defence

and Law Enforcement Institutions™
/

20 - 21 May 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The “Regional Workshop on Promoting
Integrity in the Security Sector:
Whistleblowing” was conducted jointly by
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
and Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI)
on 20th and 21st May 2024.

The purpose of this Workshop was to increase the
capacity of ministries of defence and ministries of internal
affairs in the field of integrity and corruption prevention
by learning about best practices in application of control
measures related to conflict of interest, asset
declarations and protection of classified data.

Workshop Opening

The Workshop was structured as a combination of lectures
by recognized lecturers and experts, discussions and tour
de table sessions for the exchange of good practices
among the participants.

The Workshop was opened with a Welcome address by
RACVIAC Director Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
and Mr Drazen Jeleni¢, RAI Chairperson. Director Grigorie
stressed: “This challenging and important event of
promoting integrity in state institutions of our countries is
a continuation of joint efforts which RACVIAC and RAI have
beenimplementing since 2014.”

REGHOINAL
ANTICORRUFPTION
INITIATIVE

Opening Address by Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

Throughout the years for a decade now RACVIAC and RAI
have together covered a wide arrange of topics from
impact of conflict of interest on decision-making,
transparency and trust in the institutions to instruments
that are at our disposal to fight corruption such as asset
declaration and whistleblower protection, he emphasised.
“Inthe past ten years we organized 11 workshops dedicated
to promoting integrity and fighting corruption that gathered
more than 264 participants and 71 speakers from the
region and beyond”, Ambassador Grigorie pointed out.

Furthermore, Ambassador Grigorie reflected on the fact
that proper financial management and prevention of illicit
financial flows in South East Europe were an important part
of the agenda as well. That is why RACVIAC, in cooperation
with RAI and University of Split, University Department for
Forensic Sciences, last year organized an extra workshop
dedicated to money laundering.

As we always sought to have excellent speakers from
prominent institutions such as University of Split, as well as
the Center for the Study of Democracy, NATO Building
Integrity Office, National Whistleblower Center and OSCE,
this Workshop was an excellent opportunity for the further
development of regional cooperation on institutional
integrity and fighting corruption through exchange of
information and sharing of best practices, Ambassador
concluded before wishing everyone a fruitful and
productive event.
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RAI Chairperson, Mr DraZen Jelenic, pointed out that
corruption is a pervasive issue that affects every
aspect of our society, perpetuating poverty and

inequality, and hindering growth. The security and
defense sectors have a critical role to play in
combatting corruption, as they are not immune to its
effects, he added. “By working together and
strengthening our collaboration on a regional level we
can make significant strides in our fight against
corruption”, he stated.

Opening Address by Mr DrazZen Jelenic, RAI Chairperson

Mr Jeleni¢ concluded his remarks by expressing confidence
that the discussions during the Workshop would be very
valuable and significantly contribute to overall efforts
regarding this topic.

The first day of the Workshop was dedicated to
prevention of conflict of interest and verification of
assets declarations in the Republic of Croatia, recent
developments regarding regional cooperation in the
field of asset declaration, as well as policies and
mechanism in prevention and detection of conflict of
interest in the security sector.

The presentations and discussions were delivered by Mr
Marko Mati¢, Advisor, Commission for the Resolution of
Conflict of Interest, BG (ret.) Enes Husejnovic¢, RAI
Anticorruption Expert, and Mr Nikola Naumovski, Senior
Anti-Corruption Adviser, RAI

Mr Marko Mati¢ presented the work of the Commission of
the Resolution of Conflict of Interest which is a permanent,
independent and autonomous state body that verifies data
from the asset declarations of public officials and initiates
proceedings for establishing violations of the provisions of
the Act on Conflict of Interest. The president and the
members of the Commission are elected by the Croatian
Parliament by secret ballot by a majority vote of all MPs
based on a list of candidates determined by the Committee
on Elections, Appointments and Administrative Affairs of the
Croatian Parliament and elected on a basis of a public call.

ACTIVITIES

Mr Marko Mati¢, Commission for the
Resolution of Conflict of Interest

BG (ret.) Enes Husejnovi¢ gave a comprehensive
overview of international standards, policies and
mechanisms in prevention and detection of conflict of
interest. UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), UN
International Code of Conduct for Public Officials, OECD
Recommendation of the Council on OECD Guidelines for
Managing Conflict of Interest in the Public Service, The
Council of Europe: Model Code of Conduct for Public
Officials, NATO Building Integrity Policy and the OSCE
Handbook on Combating Corruption were in detail
presented and explained.

During the session dedicated to presenting national
models and best practices representatives from Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece and North
Macedonia gave a short overview of their existing
policies and mechanisms in prevention and detection of
conflict of interest in the security sector.

Finaly, Mr Naumovski from RAIl presented the
International Treaty on Exchange of Data for the
Verification of Asset Declarations which has been signed
by Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia. The
purpose of the Treaty is to prevent corruption by
providing for direct administrative exchange of
information concerning asset declarations between the
Parties of the Treaty. Respective anti-corruption bodies
from the region and beyond will

be able to communicate formally to each other in an
effective and efficient manner compared to the current
state of affairs.

The second day of the Workshop was dedicated to
building of institutional integrity and national and
international training on ant-corruption. The
presentations and discussions were delivered by BG
(ret.) Enes Husejnovic, RAI Anticorruption Expert and
Mr Ramazan Ozdemir, Chief Inspector in Financial
Crimes Division, Anti-Smuggling and Organized Crime
Department (KOM), Turkish National Police.
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BG Husejnovi¢ presented the key elements of
institutional integrity such as systemic approach,
strategic planning, competency, transparency and
accountability as well as the ways and means how to
achieve them.

International standards in handling classified data
were also shared with participants, while some
national practices and lessons learned were also
introduced to the audience.

The last session of the workshop covered national and
international training on anti-corruption criminal
offences which was presented by Mr Ozdemir. He
shortly introduced the key Turkish stakeholders in the
field of fight against corruption and main national and
international training programs.

The Workshop was concluded with a short wrap-up
where participants expressed their satisfaction with
the overall execution of the workshop. The quality of
speakers undoubtedly contributed to the workshop’s
success, as well as the active engagement of the
participants.

Closing Ceremony

The Closing remarks were delivered by RADM Predrag
Stipanovi¢, RACVIAC Deputy Director and Ms Sladjana
Cvijanovi¢, Chief Program and Communications
Officer.

In her Closing speech Ms Cvijanovi¢ thanked
everyone who attended the Workshop and expressed
hope that the participants had increased their
awareness about innovative anti-corruption
mechanisms and tools but also needed legal solutions
and regulatory measures. Moreover, she commended
the current collaboration with RACVIAC while
highlighting the expectation that it will produce even
greater outcomes down the road.

In his Closing address RADM Stipanovic¢ underscored
that fighting corruption is a never-ending process that
requires political will, resolution and constant effort of

the institutions involved in the fight against any kind

of corruption. Building of institutional integrity is an
important part of these efforts as well.

Deputy Director expressed appreciation to the speakers
for the excellent job they did and belief that their honest
insights and exceptional work were beneficial for
RACVIAC participants' future endeavours. In conclusion,
RADM Stipanovi¢ thanked everyone for their openness
and engagement in discussions, which made a great
contribution to the overall success of this event.

The Closing ceremony ended with handing out of
certificates to all participants and speakers.

Integrity and accountability are the first preconditions
for the fight against corruption effectively, which is a
continuous process that requires political will,
resolution and constant effort from all stakeholders.

Most countries of the SEE region share more or less
similar challenges in fighting corruption, but they are
sometimes addressed in different ways, which presents
a good opportunity to learn from each other. Therefore,
regional peer-to-peer experience sharingis an extreme
asset that should be explored even more.

Both RACVIAC and RAIl expressed their willingness to
continue with annual events in the field of building
integrity and fighting corruption. ®

Group Photo

The event gathered 25 national mid-level
representatives from ministries of defence, internal
affairs as well as anti-corruption agencies and other

relevant national institutions from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Hungary, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Tlrkiye, and Kosovo™.

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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"Proliferation Pathways of Weapuns

of Mass Destruction”Course

3 - 7 June 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
with the support of the Defence Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) from the USA
organized the “Proliferation Pathways of
Weapons of Mass Destruction” Course on
03-07 June 2024.

The objective of this Course was to instruct mid-level
investigators directly associated with the prevention of WMD
proliferation or terrorism on proliferation by state and non-
state actors, how these networks function and succeed and
the spectrum of these llicit activities. In addition, to review case
studies and conduct practical exercises to reinforce classroom
materials and provide practical hands-on tools for participants
to utilize intheir own countries’ regulations and laws.

The primary purpose of this course was to expand
awareness of both state and non-state actor
proliferation to examine key differences in scale and
intent.

Group Photo

Opening the Course RACVIAC Director, Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, welcomed MAJ Jordan Seymour
from the International Counter-proliferation Program, US
DTRA and thanked him for his generous personal support. “I
would also like to welcome a team of instructors from the
USA that will graciously share their invaluable expertise with
you during this Course. Also, | am using this opportunity to
extend our appreciation to the agency for its continuous
support of RACVIAC, which is of great importance to the SEE

region”, he concluded, and wished the participants a very
fruitful and productive Course.

Opening Remarks by Ambassador
Constantin Mihail - Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

Maj Jordan M. Seymour in his Opening speech thanked all
participants and the team of instructors for the willingness to
share their knowledge and expertise. Furthermore, he
praised the partnership between DTRA and RACVIAC in
providing training and help to counter Weapons of Mass
Destruction and proliferation of Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and Nuclear materials. This partnership,
spanning over 25 bilateral and multinational events, has
increased the readiness of all RACVIAC Members as well as
Europe as awhole, he emphasized.

MAJ Jordan Seymour,
International Counterproliferation Program, EUCOM Division

From the beginning till the end of the Course the
participants examined the mechanics of modern
proliferation, how proliferation networks succeed, and the
spectrum of activities that require constant surveillance
and observation if proliferation is to be detected,
disrupted or dismantled. The Course provided ample
opportunities to examine the importance of both
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information sharing and regional cooperation in crafting
effective counterproliferation strategies and operations.
Practical exercises allowed participants to undertake arisk
assessment, conduct a Red Cell planning operation,
conduct rudimentary network link analysis, and, finally,
examine the nexus of non-state actor proliferation and
terrorism. This course set the baseline for further in-depth
counterproliferation training topics.

The five-day program consisted of:

o Lectures: Highlights of WMD Proliferation: An
Introduction, Non-State Actors and WMD Proliferation,
The Mechanics of State-Sponsored Proliferation
Networks, Bioterrorism and Proliferation Threats, The
Proliferation Partnership: Buyer and Seller w/ video,
Current Proliferation Operations: Key Features w/ video,
Identifying Deception: Proliferation Finance,
Concealment and Logistics with Exercise, Information
Sharing and Fusion Centres, Proliferation Pathways: The
Maritime Component, The Future of WMD Proliferation:
Developments and Challenges.

o Exercises: Deadly Rain, WMD Proliferation Risk
Assessment, Proliferation Pathways, Alpine Trigger, and

o Case Studies: Aum Shinrikyo — The Mechanics of The
WMD Terrorist Operation w/video, A.Q. Khan, Iranian
Nuclear Proliferation, The Insider Threat w/ video, Kiaga.

The “Proliferation Pathways of Weapons of Mass
Destruction” Course, organized with the support of the
Defence Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) from the
USA, finished with the Closing Remarks and a
Graduation Ceremony. In his Closing speech Maj Jordan
Seymour thanked everyone who attended the Course.
He, furthermore, expressed hope that the participants
had deepened their knowledge on the proliferation of
WMD and wished them a safe trip back to their homes.

Graduation Ceremony

Graduation Ceremony

RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Constantin Mihail-Grigorie,
said he hoped that the knowledge and skills gained during
this Course would continue to serve the participants well.

“Thank you, and congratulations to each and every one
of you on your successful completion of the
Proliferation Pathways of WMD Course. Your active
engagement and insightful contributions brought
additional value to the course. This is exactly what
RACVIAC aims for and stands for. Having all of you here
proves that our mission and purpose are up to date and
that we actively assist our members in addressing the
various challenges they face. | wish you safe travel back
to your homes, and may we meet again in our continued
pursuit of a safer, more secure world.”, he concluded.

Course Participants

The Course was attended in total by 24 participants and 6
speakers. The participants came from Albania (3), Bosnia
and Herzegovina (3), Croatia (2), Moldova (3), Montenegro
(4), North Macedonia (5), Montenegro (2), Romania (2) and
Kosovo* (2). Participants came from a variety of agencies
that may include agents, officers or analysts responsible
for conducting or supporting investigations on terrorism
and/or proliferation networks. They are employed by the
Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Interior, security agencies,
and the Prosecutor’s Office. @

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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The purpose of the Meeting was to continue and
support the cooperation among the Defence and
Security Committees from SEE Parliaments by
providing a platform for interaction of
parliamentarians, security and defence policy experts
and state officials discussing parliamentary
procedures, challenges and oversight mechanisms in
the field of defence and security. Special focus was put
on the OSCE Code of Conduct as a normative
framework of democratic control and parliamentary
oversight in defence and security areas.

Committees from

Representatives of

S C Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe

S

The Meeting gathered more than 50 parliamentarians,
members of defense and security committees, expert
staff invited by DCAF, OSCE as well as DCAF
representatives and members of the academia.

DX /N e

Conference Room in the Assembly Building in Sarajevo

The Conference was opened on 12th June 2024 with the
Welcome addresses by Mr. Jasmin Imamovi¢, BiH PA’s,
JCDS Chair, Moderator, Mr. Kemal Ademovi¢, Speaker
House of Peoples, BiH PA, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and H.E.
Ambassador Brian Aggeler, Head of the OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In his Opening address Mr. Kemal Ademovi¢ underlined
that the current security situation now more than ever
requires dialogue and cooperation on both the regional
and bilateral level. There are many issues on a daily level
which are about to be discussed and sorted out, he
added. Finally, he pointed out that this meeting could be
aspark for further development of regional cooperation.
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Mr Kemal Ademovic, Speaker of House of Peoples, BA PA

Addressing the participants H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC,
mentioned that this meeting marks the continuation of
a vital series of annual meetings initiated by RACVIAC
in 2013. RACVIAC objective has always been to
promote parliamentary oversight and facilitate the
sharing of experiences and best practices among the
regional parliamentary defense and security
committees, he stated. He also mentioned that this is
the fifth such meeting held in Sarajevo, and that it
stands as a testament to our commitment to these
goals. It will provide an in-depth overview of the
mechanisms and practices of parliamentary defense
and security committees and enable participants to
discuss parliamentary procedures, challenges and
oversight mechanisms in the field of defense and
security, he concluded.

H.E. Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

H.E. Ambassador Brian Aggeler, Head of the OSCE
Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, addressed the
audience and advocated constant strengthening of
parliamentary control over security sectors stressing
that strong parliamentary oversight can ensure
efficiency, accountability and respect for the law and
protection of human rights in these sectors.
Ambassador Aggeler reminded that this year marks
three decades since the adoption of the OSCE Code of
Conduct, which represents the normative framework
of parliamentary oversightin the defense and security
sectors and which will be discussed during this
meeting.

.!

The first topic in Session One was Parliamentary
Oversight of the Defence and Security Sector -
Current Situation and Good Practices. After the
presentation the representatives of Defence and
Security Committees from SEE Parliaments delivered
their presentations.

H.E. Brian Aggeler, Head of the OSCE Mission to BA

Mr. Ferdinat Xhaferaj, Member of the National Security
Committee of Albania, highlighted the good practice
in the discussion of security and defense strategy and
emphasized the importance of contacts with citizens.

Mr. Arsen Bauk, Chair of the Defense Comitte of the
Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, emphasized the
importance of this meeting and encouraged dialogue
in the region. He stressed the role of the Defense
Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of
Croatia in the supervision of the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Croatia, and particularly emphasized the
commitment of the Republic of Croatia to help Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the countries of the region on
their way to full membership in the European Union.
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Participants of the Conference

Mr. Darko Jovanovi¢, Deputy Chairperson of the
Committee for Defense and Internal Affairs of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, spoke about the
parliamentary oversight of the defense and security
sectorinthe Republic of Serbia.

Mr. Erdjan Galushi, representative of the Parliament of
Kosovo*, spoke about good practices inthe parliamentary
supervision of the security sector in Kosovo*.

Session Two was dubbed Role of Parliamentary
Diplomacy in Strengthening Security and Peace in
SEE. The Session was moderated by Ms Dana Lusa,

PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Political Sciences,
University of Zagreb, who delivered an introduction to
the Session and emphasized that 2024 is a crucial
year for the whole world. There were elections in the
European Union for the European Parliament held and
next in line are the US elections, she said.

The rise of the influence of the right-wing political
factions in Europe produces different views both
regarding European security and for the functioning of
the EU. There is a war going on in Ukraine and a war in the
Middle East also, as well as latent tensions between USA
and China. All those things are making the situation
unpredictable and challenging, she added.

The first speaker, Ms Zdravka BuSi¢, president of the
Committee for Croats outside the Republic of Croatia of
the Croatian Parliament, emphasized that she is
interested in developing communication between
parliaments because the most important thing is to learn
from each other, she said. She also pointed out that we
live in a global world and that there are many challenges
to be addressed like migration, demography, climate
change, etc. Parliamentary diplomacy, both bilateral and

ACTIVITIES

multilateral, is the core of all parliamentary activities and
itisveryimportant to be aware of that, she concluded.

Ms. Zdravka Busi¢, Speaker, Session Two

Ms. Marina Pendes, a Member of the Joint Commision
for Defense and Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
commented that bilateral cooperation is especially
importantin the region. Examples of solving problems
at the bilateral level are the challenges that have
arisen and are still occurring concerning the migrant
crisis, she stressed. Numerous security challenges
are aproduct of the migrant crisis, she added.

Mr. Jasmin Imamovi¢, Chairman of the Joint
Commision for Defense and Security of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, called on all parliaments in the region to
recognize common interests and to talk about them.
He presented the example of solidarity during the
earthquake in Petrinja and the floods that affected the
Sava river basin in 2014. The assistance of the
Republic of Serbia provided to the citizens of Bosnia
and Herzegovina during the pandemic caused by the
covid-19 pandemic was particularly highlighted.
These examples showed that everything can be
achieved through dialogue and solidarity, Mr.
Imamovic said.

Mr. Arsen Bauk, Chairperson of the Defence
Committee of Parliament of Croatia, emphasized that
which unites the whole region. In matters of interstate
and international relations, it is important to
concentrate on what we agree on, he said. Efforts
should be made to use positive practice, he stressed.

Ms. Melanie Ram, professor from California State
University Fresno, asked for an assessment of what
the good practices in parliamentary cooperation in
theregion are and how to encourage dialogue.

Mr. Darko Jovanovi¢, Deputy Chairperson of Defense
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and Internal Affairs Committee of the Republic of
Serbia mentioned that one should not cross
boundaries during discussion for the sake of decency
and courtesy. We need to inform ourselves early about
what creates a conciliatory tone and what can lead to
problems, he said.

The Session was finished with a conclusion that
parliamentary diplomacy is an important tool in
building confidence and prosperity inthe region.

The third session was titled OSCE Code of Conduct as
a Normative Framework for Parliamentary Oversight
of Defense and Security. The Session was moderated
by Mr. Thomas Buch, Deputy Head of the OSCE
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the introductory
part Mr. Buch mentioned the importance of the
implementation of the OSCE Code as a normative act.

Ms. Laura Mueller, OSCE Forum for Security Co-operation
Support Unit, OSCE Secretariat, presented the content of
the OSCE Code of Conduct on politico-military aspects of
Security.

Mr. Radovan Kovacevi¢, the second Deputy Chair of the
Joint Commission for Defense and Security of BA and a
member of the PS BA Delegation to the OSCE PS, pointed
out that the Joint Commission for Defense and Security of
BA works on numerous activities related to the
implementation of the OSCE Code of Conduct in military-
political aspects of security. He emphasized that a level of
parliamentary supervision over the defense and security
sector is considerably high. The OSCE mission in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, with which the Joint Commission
cooperates well and in partnership, organizes an overview
conference every year together with the institutions of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, where the level of respect and
implementation of OSCE/UN security obligations of Bosnia
and Herzegovina are being analysed.

Conference Participants

This practice turned out to be extremely good
because representatives of both chambers of the PS
BA, who are also members of parliamentary bodies
that deal more closely with the situation in the
security sector, representatives of ministries and
police agencies, immediately give an assessment and
proposals for measures to improve the situation.

Also, the Joint Commission for Defense and Security
of Bosnia and Herzegovina organizes an annual review
conference in which all entities from the security
sector, parliamentary bodies of the entities, and the
non-governmental sector participate, he said. This
type of activity results in conclusions that are
confirmed by both chambers of the BA Parliamentary
Assembly. Through parliamentary cooperation,
gatherings and meetings like this one everything
could be done to act preventively and solve problems
that are visible both in the defence and security
sector. The OSCE Code of Conduct obliges us to do so,
he added. Itis evident that these kinds of events could
be very effective if organized by RACVIAC, OSCE
Mission in BA and Geneva DCAF, Mr. Kovacevic¢
concluded.

Mr Ferdinat Xhaferaj, member of the National Security
Committee of the Parliament of Albania stated that
Albania fully complies with the OSCE Code of Conduct
in fulfilling its military-political obligations. In general,
the OSCE Code of Conduct is a document that warns
us how to do our job correctly, he stated. Itis all about
professional ethics in defining defense policy, the
defense budget and security.

Mr. Arsen Bauk, Chair of the Defense Committe of the
Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, stated that the
OSCE Code of Conduct provided a roadmap for
regulating the security sector in the countries in
transition. The Code of Conduct defines the conduct of
the state and obligates the harmonization of
legislation in line with the chapters of the Codex.
Efficient supervision of the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Croatia is very important, and
transparency in work is one of the key segments of
parliamentary supervision, he said. The contribution of
the Republic of Croatia to international security was
particularly highlighted. The entry of the Republic of
Croatia into the Schengen Area obliged all entities in
the security sector to take additional measures
concerning this topic, he added. Croatia has
incorporated elements of the Code into its strategic

30



documents, and the construction of a mutual
committee is very important, Mr. Bauk concluded.

Ms Milica Nikoli¢, member of the Committee for
Defense and Internal Affairs of the National Assembly
of the Republic of Serbia, mentioned that improvement
of discussion within the Forum for security
cooperation is very important. One of the focuses
therein is on the management of the security sector,
she said.

Ms. Marina Pende$ concluded the third session. She
emphasized that such formats of regional cooperation
are very important having the goal of developing good
relationsin the region.

The Closing Session was moderated by LtC Nikola
Suhié, Activity Manager, Security Sector Governance
Pillar in RACVIAC, who tanked the participants,
organizers and co-organizers and announced the
speakers of the Meeting’s Closing Session.

Mr. Mateusz Lempkowski, Programme Co-ordinator of
the Security Cooperation Department of the OSCE
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina, thanked the
participants. It was an honor to hold this event in
Sarajevo, he mentioned. The participants of the
Meeting touched on a wide range of events, he said.
Exchanges of opinions are not always pleasant, but
they are necessary, he stressed. Cooperation on
stabilization measures and security and prevention in
theregionis an obligation of all countries.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director
of RACVIAC, congratulated all on a very successful
event. RACVIAC considers this meeting to be very
important as it may significantly contribute to
cooperation regarding security issues in SEE, he said.
There is no similar gathering of Parliamentarians
existing in this part of Europe. Therefore, RACVIAC
would like to continue to organize this event every
year and to see it being hosted by another country
each time, he added. Ambassador Grigorie concluded
by thanking everyone for their contributions.

Finally, the last speaker of the Closing Session was Mr
Jasmin Imamovié¢, who expressed his satisfaction with
the organization of the Meeting and thanked all
participants, speakers and moderators and
mentioned that special thanks should be extendend to
RACVIAC, OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and DCAF.

ACTIVITIES

Mr. Jasmin Imamovié¢, BA PAs, JCDS Chair

Discussions were focused on three important areas:
the current state and good practices in parliamentary
oversight of the defense and security sector, the role
of parliamentary diplomacy in strengthening regional
security and peace, and the OSCE Code of Conduct as

a framework for democratic oversight.

There were over 50 participants, representatives of
parliaments from SEE, including legislators, members of
academia, security experts and civil servants whose
insights and experiences have been invaluable in
advancing dialogue, peace and security in our region.

This meeting represents a significant step forward in
the commitment to strengthen regional stability and
security by encouraging dialogue and cooperation.

It was agreed that meetings such as this one are making a
full contribution in vew of positive developments
concerning regional cooperation, and a common
proposal to continue with this important type of
harmonization of relations in the area of  South East
Europe during next year’s meeting, to be hosted by
Croatia, was expressed. @

Group Photo

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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Course on Non-proliferation,
Arms Gontrol and Disarmament

17 - 20 June 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The two-day ,Course on Non-proliferation,
Arms Control and Disarmament” took place on
18-19 June 2024 in RACVIAC. The Course was
organized by RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation, in partnership with the Istituto
Affari Internazionali from Italy.

During the Course Opening Welcome Remarks were
delivered by H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie,
Director of RACVIAC and Ettore Greco, Executive Vice
President of the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl) and Head
of the Multilateralism and Global Governance Programme.

Course Opening

Opening the Course Ambassador Grigorie expressed
utmost gratitude to Austria for the provision of
financial support and to RACVIAC partners at the
Istituto Affari Internazionali for their support,
expertise and for identifying excellent subject
matter experts who guaranteed that this would be a
high-quality event.

& Ia I Istituto Affari
.' Internazionall

RACVIAC Director reflected on the fact that this eventis a
fairly recent one in RACVIAC Programme. It was held for
the first-time last year and co-organized together with
the Verification Research, Training and Information
Centre (VERTIC, UK). The said Course focused mainly on
the legal aspects while this year around RACVIAC aim
was to offer a more complex understanding of its main
topics.

Furthermore, he emphasized that this Course provided a
political, legal and historical perspective on the
regulatory framework, strategies and techniques for
arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation. It also
offered an opportunity to sharpen skills of analysis,
presentation and argumentation in negotiating and
debating contexts in international security. To this end, a
simulation of international negotiations, such as those
that take place in international treaty review
conferences or to address nuclear proliferation risks
were organized during the event.

Disarmament is not only about controlling the
creation and distribution of weapons, it is also
about creating common understandings, norms
and laws to ensure that there are limits to how
weapons are used, concluded Ambassador
Grigorie while addressing the audience.

Vice President of the IAl, Ettore Greco, expressed his
appreciation for the excellent cooperation with
RACVIAC in organizing the Course on Non-
proliferation, Arms Control and Disarmament. He
emphasized that IAl, as a member of the EU Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium (EUNPDC),
aproject created by the EU Councilin 2010, is strongly
committed to establish cooperation links with
institutions like RACVIAC that play a key role in
promoting strategic thinking through a variety of
training activities.
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Welcome Address by Mr Ettore Greco

Greco stressed that the EUNPDC's core tasks -
examining the evolution of the security environment
and making constant threat assessments, identifying
the related opportunities and challenges in arms
control, discussing the new initiatives that can
realistically be undertaken to
advance the arms control
process — are very much in line
with the wider EU lost-lasting
effort to reinforce its strategic
thinking capacity and enhance
its role in the security and
defence field.

He also noted that the arms
control architecture,
painstakingly built since 1960s,
is currently in danger due to a
number of factors including the
heightening of tensions
between big powers, the
ongoing conflicts that have a big
escalation potential, and the
rapid technological advances.
However, several arms control agreements and
cooperation instruments remain in place and
negotiations are developing in various institutional
frameworks. There is, therefore, a need, on the one
hand, to preserve and possibly consolidate the
existing regimes and agreements, and, on the other, to
promote innovate solutions to the emerging
challenges.

The Course comprised presentations, discussions, a

ACTIVITIES

simulation exercise, and case
studies/exercises. In Session | Mr
Ettore Greco presented a historical
and conceptual framework
regarding non-proliferation, arms
control and disarmament in
international relations. Then, Ms
Erzsébet N. Ro6zsa (Professor,
University of Public Service,
Hungary) presented the history
and current challenges in nuclear
disarmament while Mr Manuel
Herrera (Research Fellow, Al
closed the session with the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

The afternoon session, opened by
Ms Paola Tessari (Senior Research
Fellow, IAl), was dedicated to
chemical disarmament and we heard an interesting
presentation about Artificial Intelligence and
Autonomous Weapons by Mr Ondrej Rosendorf
(Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy at the
University of Hamburg).

Course Participants

On the second day Mr William Alberque, Director of
Strategy (Technology and Arms Control, International
Institute for Strategic Studies), spoke about the
historical background and the current challenges and
perspectives inarms control in Europe. He was followed
by Ms Lauriane Héau (Researcher at the Stockholm
International peace Research Institute), who gave a
lecture on dual-use and arms trade controls, national
implementation and current challenges.
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Inthe next Session the audience had the opportunity to
get an insight into European Union's non-proliferation
and disarmament policy (Ms Megan Dee, senior lecturer
in International Politics and Programme Director for the
International Politics Programme at the University of
Stirling). The last presentation of the Course, held by
Col Valentina Kljucari¢ (Head of CBRN Laboratory,
Ministry of Defence, Republic of Croatia), was dedicated
to CBRN defence.

Group Photo

The most exciting part of the Course was the simulation
exercise. The participants in small groups, with the
support of the lecturers, simulated an NPT Review
Conference. During the exercise the participants -
representing different states/group of states - had the
opportunity to practice argumentation in diplomatic
negotiations and debate contexts in international
securityissues. @

Simulation Exercise

At the end of the Course Director of RACVIAC, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, delivered certificates to
more than 30 lecturers and participants from RACVIAC Members, Associate Members, partner organizations and
other participants who attended the Course, the aim of which was to strengthen cooperation and mutual
understanding between countries.
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“Energy Security in the EU'S Neighhouring
South-Eastern Gountries: Transition to
Green Energy and Interconnections

hetween SEE Gountries”

27 - 28 June 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

On 27-28 June 2024 the International Energy
Security Seminar “Energy Security in the EU’s
Neighbouring South-Eastern Countries:
Transition to Green Energy and Interconnections
between SEE Countries” was held in Rakitje,
Zagreb. The event was jointly organized by
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and
the Romanian Ministry of Energy.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation initiated an Energy
Security project that has been carried out since 2015 with an
aim to bring together senior level officials, experts from
governmental institutions and agencies and relevant
International and regional organizations active in the field of
energy security. For the purposes of this activity Romania
assumed the role of a leading nation in the area of energy
security.

The 2024 Seminar focused on the main issues that South-
Eastern European countries are facing in the field of energy
security, considering the conclusions of the seven previous
events. Currently, we are living in times of multiple challenges
that require great resources, resilience, integrated
management, proactive approach, communication and
determination. The energy crisis has shown us that we need
abundant energy resources, affordable prices and measures
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to obtain sustainability
in the energy sector.

MINISTERUL
ENERGIEI

In his Opening speech Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, welcomed Mr. Dan-
Dragos Dragan, Secretary of State, the guest
speakers and all participants who took part in this
event. Ambassador Grigorie also took the opportunity
to thank the Romanian Ministry of Energy for the
support and contribution to this activity which is a
part of RACVIAC 2024 Programme.

“The South-Eastern European region faces significant challenges
regarding energy security, primarily due to its heavy reliance ona
single supplier. This import dependency creates vulnerabilities,
making the region susceptible to supply disruptions caused by
political or commercial disputes. The European Commission
recognized these concerns in the Energy Security Strategy
(2014) and the Energy Union Strategy Framework (2015), both of
which aim to ensure a stable and secure energy supply for
European citizens and economies”, said Ambassador Grigorie.

Furthermore, he emphasized that this year the focus is on the
transition to green energy and the interconnections between
South-Eastern European countries. “We are living in times of
multiple challenges that demand great resources, resilience,
integrated management, proactive approaches, communication
and determination. Here, | am particularly thinking of the security
situation in the region. The Russian-Ukrainian conflict has had an
impact on many different spheres, with special emphasis on
energy security. Although Europe has made a significant step in
terms of reducing dependence on Russia when it comes to
energy supplies, additional efforts are still needed in finding
alternative sources of supply.”
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Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie,
RACVIAC Director

On behalf of the Romanian Ministry of Energy Mr. Dan-
Dragos Dragan, the State Secretary, in his Welcome
address stressed that investments in green technologies,
energy security and sustainable solutions as well as the
allocation of the adequate funding will be the key in
achieving the climate and energy objectives and shaping a
new low-carbon economic growth model. The future of
energy depends on the decisions we make today, towards
a modern, innovative economy that will serve the well-
being of our peoples, but also the environment, he added.

A realistic transition to clean energy is needed, one that is
beneficial not only for the environment, but also for the
economy and consumers. However, we need to ensure
compatibility between this transition process and the
economic growth. The transition to a low-carbon economy
must aim to create a sustainable energy sector that
stimulates growth, innovation and job creation and, at the
same time, increases the quality of life, expands the range
of products and services and reduces consumer bills.

State Secretary at the Ministry of Energy of Romania

In Romania, energy priorities will focus on new
investments needed to increase the contribution of
renewable energy to the energy mix, including
exploiting the potential of offshore renewable energy
in the Black Sea, large-scale storage of electricity and
hydrogen in difficult to decarbonize sectors, Mr.
Dragan, concluded.

The Keynote speaker in the first working session of the
Seminar, titled “The role of green energy in the process of
diversification of the energy sources”, was Mihael MiSo Mudri¢
(PhD), Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb. He opened his
presentation with an insight into Critical Raw Mineral (CRM)
Resources: the geographical availability, production and
processing of key CRM, and continued with the value for green
transition. Afterwards, he tackled the question of Security of
Supply: Reliance on a single land supplier vs. Reliance on
available sea routes and affordable energy resources. In the
concluding part of the presentation Mihael MiSo Mudri¢ (PhD)
raised the questions concerning the new energy flows.

This session continued with Mr. Sorin-Dumitru Elisei, General
Director, Directorate-General for Energy Policy and Green
Deal. He explained that Romania’s green transition in the
electricity sector is focusing on PV and wind. According to a
legal framework Romania committed to phase out coal and
will continue to develop nuclear projects. He stressed the
challenges in green transition-the level of ambition vs. market
realities:

« Permitting - Permitting time and bureaucracy delay projects
commissioning/emerging technology adaptation

« Lowlevel ofinvestment - Private investment in industrial low-
carbontechnologies s relatively low in Romania

« Equipment - Limited local availability of equipment, leading
toincreased dependency onimports,and

o Workforce - Limited availability of skilled technicians and
engineers who can manage and maintain advanced
equipment.

In the following part of his presentation Mr. Sorin-Dumitru Elisei
discussed interconnectors as a way to increase diversification
and security of supply. He mentioned two projects: the Black
Sea Corridor (ENTSO-E TYNDP ID 138) and Mid-Continental
East Corridor (ENTSO-E TYNDP ID 144) and concluded that
Romaniais set to reach a higher target at the Interconnectivity
level.

This session closed with Ms. Gabriela -Elena Mare , Director,
Strategy, International Relations and European Funds
Department, Romgaz S.A,, and Mr. lonu Bogdan Stoenescu,
Dispatch Service Team Lead, HIDROELECTRICAS.A.

Mr. Haris Boko, President of EUbusiness think-tank, moderated
thefirst session of the Seminar.
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The second session, titled “State of Play Regarding the
Interconnections in the South-Eastern European Countries”,
focused on the interconnectivity projects in the South-Eastern
countries. The Keynote speaker in the second session was Mr.
Silviu-Cosmin Cri an, General Directorate for Electricity and
Natural Gas Markets, Efficiency and Risks. He opened his
presentation with the energy trilemma: safe energy,
competitive energy and/ or green energy. As of June 2023
Romania has launched and managed non-refundable funds
worth 13.6 billion euros for essential investments in the energy
sector. He dived deeply into Romania’s Projects of Common
Interest (PCI): Romania — Serbia Cluster, Romania — Hungary
Cluster, and CARMEN Project. He concluded his presentation
with the Green Energy Corridor - Agreement between the
Governments of Romania, the Republic of Azerbaijan, Georgia
and Hungary regarding the Partnership in the field of green
energy developmentandtransport.

Mr. Sorin-Dumitru Elisei, General Director, Directorate-

General for Energy Policy and Green Deal, moderated

the second session of the Seminar. He concluded that

this RACVIAC event is a good opportunity for an

honest dialogue. He also stressed that the activity

deserves strong support of the Ministry of Energy of
Romania and that he encourages a continuation of

cooperation.

Seminar Participants

On the second day of the Seminar the participants paid a visit
tothe Sisak thermal power plant.

The Sisak thermal power plant is a thermal power plant that
produces electricity and heat energy, and is located in the
industrial zone of the city of Sisak in the Sisak Moslavina
County.

TE-TO Sisak consists of the following production units: Blocks A
and B, Block C, Block D (BE-TO), auxiliary boiler house (boilers
PK1 and PK2), and steam boiler E. Blocks A and B each have
installed electrical power of 210 MW and are the condensing
units intended for the production of electricity. They were built
in 1970 (Block A) and 1976 (Block B). They were supplied with
fuel (fuel oil) directly from the fuel oil pipeline from the Refinery
with which TE Sisak shared a fence. By connecting the location

ACTIVITIES

with the gas system Blocks A and B are technologically
enabled to work on both fuels. Due to emissions above the limit
values in 2018 both blocks were putout of operation.

In 2015 anew cogeneration combi unit (KKE) was built - Block C
with a production capacity of 235 MWel/50 MWHt, intended for
the combined production of electricity and thermal energy.
With that, TE Sisak became a TE-TO and started supplying
thermal energy to CTS consumersin Sisak.

TE-TO Sisak has introduced and certified an Integrated
Management System for quality, environment, energy and
occupational health and safety protection in accordance with
ISO 9001:2015, 14001:2015, 50001:2018 and 45001:2018
standards, and introduced a Safety Management System in
accordance with the Prevention Regulation for major
accidentsinvolving dangerous substances.

Visit to TE-TO/BE-TO Sisak

In total, there were 16 participants from relevant ministries
and agencies, namely, Albania (3), Romania (5), North
Macedonia (3), Serbia (1), Romania, Kosovo* (2), and
RACVIAC (2) as well as 6 speakers. Guest speake rs and
experts came from the Romanian Ministry of Energy,
academia, think tanks, Romgaz S.A., HIDROELECTRICAS.A. @

The participants of the Seminar were satisfied with
the outcome of the event, highly praising the joint
efforts of RACVIAC and Romanian Ministry of Energy in
organizing this activity.

Group Photo

*This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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FAREWELL

COL Marinko Romic, a valued colleague at RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation, completed his three-year term.

He began working with RACVIAC in May 2021 as an Activity
Manager in Countering Transnational Security Threats Pillar.
During his mandate and dedicated service, he made
significant contributions to RACVIAC through his knowledge
and methods of developing strong contact networks.

During the farewell reception on April 30th, 2024, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, thanked COL Marinko Romi¢ for his professionalism
and significant contributions to the development of RACVIAC
and its activities. He was not only a brilliant employee, but also
an excellent colleague capable of inspiring, motivating, and
uniting people, which is also RACVIAC's objective and vision.

Furthermore, Ambassador Grigorie wished him the best of
luck and happiness in his personal life and expressed the

+ hope that his time at RACVIAC was enjoyable and contributed
to his great life experience. He used the opportunity to
congratulate him on his retirement and wish him well in his
future endeavours.

In the farewell speech, COL Romi¢ expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to the RACVIAC workers for the exceptional three-
year journey and conveyed his appreciation for the friendship
and support extended to him throughout his tenure.

We'd like to extend our thanks for his contribution to creating
a positive work atmosphere. His skills and networking abilities
have made a meaningful impact on RACVIAC. It's been a
pleasure working alongside Col Romi¢, and we wish him and
his family all the best.

After four years of dedicated service in RACVIAC we
marked the end of the term of yet another of our friends
and colleagues, Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinovié.

Ms Smeh Martinovic joined RACVIAC — Centre for Security
Cooperation in June 2020 as activity Manager in Security
Sector Governance Pillar. With her experience and ways of
building good contact networks during her mandate and
dedicated service she contributed immensely to
RACVIAC.

On the occasion of her farewell Ms Smeh Martinovic¢
addressed her colleagues in a speech and thanked
RACVIAC staff for the fruitful and enriching experience
during her four-year tenure in the Organization.

Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail
Grigorie, took the opportunity to express his gratitude for
Ms Smeh Martinovi¢’s professionalism and dedicated
work in creating and implementing RACVIAC Programme
aimed at promoting security cooperation and dialogue in
the region.

We were pleased to work with her over the past few years
and are very grateful for her marked contribution to the
Centre and smooth planning of Programme activities. She,
was not only a good staff member but also a very helpful
and courteous colleague to us all. She came as a
colleague but leftas afriend.

In the name of the RACVIAC team, Ambassador Grigorie
thanked Zrinka for her professional commitment and
friendship and wished her the best of luck and happiness

\ in her future endeavors as well as in private. He also
expressed the hope that her time at RACVIAC will be a
valuable asset to her career advancement.
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CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

Follow us at:

www.racviac.org
twitter: @RACVIAC
facebook.com/RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac
I



