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H.E. Arne Sannes BjørnstadAmbassador and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Norway to Croatia
Visits RACVIAC Director

Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Mr. Arne Sannes Bjørnstad,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway to the Republic of
Croatia, visited RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation
on January 16, 2024.

Ambassador Bjørnstad was warmly welcomed in RACVIAC
facilities in Rakitje where he gained a comprehensive
understanding of RACVIAC operations and was introduced to
members of personnel. The visit included a tête-à-tête
meeting with Ambassador Grigorie, during which he provided
insights into RACVIAC history and its ongoing efforts to
promote international defense and security cooperation. The
presentation of the 2024 Programme highlighted new
opportunities for enhancing mutual trust and collaborative
initiatives focused on regional stability. Additionally, a
meaningful discussion took place with RACVIAC Programme
staff.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed gratitude for Kingdom of
Norway's contributions as an Associate Member, particularly
for sending participants to RACVIAC activities and the
significant financial support provided from 2004 to 2017. He
welcomed the prospect of more intensive cooperation with
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the Kingdom of Norway in the future, aiming to assist
RACVIAC in achieving its mission of promoting regional
security, stability, and fostering dialogue among South
East European countries.

Emphasizing their shared objectives of promoting security
and cooperation in South East Europe, both H.E.
Ambassador Bjørnstad and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie
highlighted their commitment to actively work towards
enhancing collaboration between the Kingdom of Norway
and RACVIAC.

Ambassador Bjørnstad conveyed gratitude for the
invitation, expressing pleasure in accepting it.

Furthermore, he appreciated the information shared and
complimented RACVIAC commendable efforts over the
past 23 years. Ambassador Bjørnstad showed special
interest in activities related to cyber and strategic
communications and promised to do his best to encourage
cooperation between RACVIAC and the Kingdom of
Norway.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie thanked for the
visit, praising the expressed interest in the Organization's
work and future cooperation.

Rector of the „Dr. Franjo Tuđman“
Defence and Security University in Zagreb
paid a visit to RACVIAC
Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Professor Ivo Lučić, PhD,
Rector of the „Dr. Franjo Tuđman“ Defence and Security
University in Zagreb and Professor Gordan Akrap, PhD paid
a visit to RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on
January 16, 2024.

After a tête-à-tête with RACVIAC Director Professor Lučić
was introduced to the history of RACVIAC and its ongoing
efforts to improve international defence and security
cooperation. Additionally, the 2024 Programme was
presented with new opportunities to enhance cooperation
between the „Dr. Franjo Tuđman“ Defence and Security
University in Zagreb and RACVIAC and support one
another's endeavours to advance regional stability.

As the „Dr. Franjo Tuđman“ Defence and Security
University focuses on the field of defense and homeland
security systems, Professor Lučić and Ambassador
Grigorie both recognize the high value of future
cooperation to further the common ideals of international
dialogue and regional security in South East Europe.

The visit's aim was to join academic and diplomatic
potential to exchange expertise regarding the current
security challenges. Profesor Lučić emphasised the value
of establishing cooperation with RACVIAC and underlined
the importance of connecting the Organization with the
next generation of experts.

Acknowledging the common goals of security and
collaboration throughout South East Europe, Professor
Lučić and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie agreed to invest
efforts in joint ventures.

RACVIAC Director welcomed the interest in the work of the
Organization and praised the expressed interest in future
cooperation, given that the areas of study of „Dr. Franjo
Tuđman“ Defence and Security University overlap with
most of the topics covered by RACVIAC activities.

Professor Ivo Lučić, PhD and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie
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Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
H.E. Elma Kovačević – Bajtal, pays a visit to RACVIAC

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, received the inaugural visit from the
Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Croatia, H.E.
Elma Kovačević-Bajtal.

Ambassador Kovačević-Bajtal was provided with a
presentation by RACVIAC Director, H.E. Constantin-Mihail

Gr igor ie on RACVIAC history, miss ion and i ts
accomplishments, emphasizing and praising Bosnia and
Hezegovina's contribution to RACVIAC in the form of
providing personnel for its staff, financial contributions for
the Budget, experts for the Centre's activities and hosting
RACVIAC activities since its beginnings. Bosnia and
Herzegovina has also been actively engaged in C-WMD
Network since its establishment in 2015.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has the status of a full Member
within RACVIAC and actively contributes to the work and
implementation of RACVIAC activities. Bosnia and
Herzegovina has had seconded members in the Centre
since its very beginnings. Moreover, two RACVIAC
Directors were from Bosnia and Herzegovina and it has
chaired the MAG, the RACVIAC political decision making
body, two times thus far.

Ambassador Kovačević-Bajtal thanked for the information
provided during her inaugural visit to H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie in RACVIAC. Furthermore, the
Ambassadors highlighted their interest to continue
expanding the already very fruitful cooperation between
RACVIAC and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

H.E. Ambassador Elma Kovačević-Bajtal
and H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium,
H.E. William De Baets,
pays a visit to RACVIAC
Upon the invitation of H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail
Grigorie, H.E. William De Baets, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Belgium to the Republic of Croatia, paid a visit
to RACVIAC on Thursday, January 25, 2024.

The meeting, which took place on RACVIAC premises, is
poised to be a pivotal moment in fostering mutual
cooperation and understanding.

The primary agenda of the meeting included a
presentation of RACVIAC history, Programme 2024, past
cooperation with the Kingdom of Belgium and areas of
possible future cooperation after which exploring ways to

H.E. William De BaetsAmbassador
and H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

improve partnership between RACVIAC and the Kingdom
of Belgium were discussed.
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Ambassador of Canada, H.E. Jessica Blitt, visits RACVIAC

Upon the invitation of Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Jessica Blitt,
Ambassador of Canada to the Republic of Croatia paid a
visit to RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on 26
January 2024.

The Canadian Ambassador was warmly welcomed on
RACVIAC premises in Rakitje and got introduced to the
Centre's operations and staff. During the visit H.E.
Ambassador Jesicca Blitt had a tête-à-tête meeting with

H.E. Jessica BlittAmbassador and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Ambassador Grigorie, during which the Director briefed
her on RACVIAC history and ongoing efforts to improve
international security cooperation. Additionally,
Programme 2024 was presented to H.E. and new efforts to
advance regional stability and mutual trust.

Since the foundation of RACVIAC Canada has had the
status of an Observer country and as such occasionally
participates in RACVIAC activities. Besides, Canada
showed special interest in 2012 and 2014 for the activity
“Open Skies Treaty Aerial Observation Course”. In 2017,
RACVIAC, in cooperation with the Embassy of Canada and
the Demining Office of the Government of the Republic of
Croatia, organized a successful conference on the
occasion of the 20th anniversary of the signing of the
Ottawa Convention.

H.E. Ambassador Blitt expressed gratitude for the
presentation of upcoming RACVIAC activities and showed
her willingness to put efforts into increasing Canadian
participation in them.

H.E. Ambassador Blitt and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie both
agreed to continue the dialogue with the purpose of
increasing Canadian involvement in RACVIAC in order to
share the common goals of security and cooperation in
SEE.

RACVIAC Director expressed his appreciation for the visit
and highlighted the importance of Belgian-RACVIAC
combined efforts in promoting regional security and
stability and he seized the opportunity to bring to
Ambassador De Baets's attention the importance of
Belgian participation in security dialogue and cooperation
in South East Europe. This may involve financial
contribution to RACVIAC Budget's Programme section or
supplying experts for its initiatives, he added.

Ambassador De Baets expressed his appreciation for the
presentation and expressed his willingness to put efforts
into increasing Belgian participation in RACVIAC activities.

Sharing the same ambition of promoting security and
cooperation in South East Europe H.E. Ambassador De
Baets and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie both expressed their
commitment to enhance cooperation in the areas and
subjects of common interest to expand Kingdom of
Belgium's cooperation with RACVIAC.

H.E. Ambassador Paweł Czerwi ski visits RACVIACn
Upon the invitation of H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, H.E. Paweł Czerwiński, Ambassador of Poland to
the Republic of Croatia, paid a visit to RACVIAC on Friday,
January 26, 2024.

The main focus of the meeting involved introducing the
history of RACVIAC, presenting the 2024 Programme,
reviewing past collaboration with Poland, and identifying
potential areas for future cooperation. Following the

discussions there was an exploration of strategies to
enhance collaboration between RACVIAC and Poland.

Ambassador Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, conveyed
gratitude for the visit and underscored the significance of
collaborative endeavours between Poland and RACVIAC in
advancing regional security and stability. He seized the
opportunity to emphasize to Ambassador Czerwiński the
crucial role of Polish involvement in security dialogues and
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cooperation within South East Europe which could
potentially encompass financial contributions to RACVIAC
Budget or the provision of experts for its initiatives.

Ambassador Czerwiński expressed his appreciation for the
hospitality and information provided. He promised to put
efforts into increasing Polish participation in RACVIAC
activities.

Both Ambassador Czerwiński and Ambassador Grigorie,
sharing a common goal of promoting security and
cooperation in South East Europe, stressed their
commitment to enhancing cooperation between Poland
and RACVIAC, expressing their willingness to invest
substantial efforts in this endeavour.

H.E. Paweł CzerwińskiAmbassador and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

H.E. Ambassador Anna Boda
visits RACVIAC

On Friday, February 2nd, 2024, Her Excellency Anna Boda,
Ambassador of the Kingdom Sweden to the Republic of
Croatia, was warmly welcomed and hosted by RACVIAC
Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie on
RACVIAC premises.

Ambassador Grigorie introduced her to the history of
RACVIAC and its ongoing efforts to improve international
defence and security cooperation. The 2024 Programme
was presented together with new initiatives to enhance
collaboration and regional stability.

The Kingdom of Sweden, as an Associate Member, is
mostly engaged in RACVIAC work through the Nordic
Center for Gender in Military Operations (NCGM)'s support
for „Gender Training of the Trainers“ courses which
RACVIAC has been regularly conducting since 2014. It has
become a traditional training event organized together
with the Croatian Armed Forces as a partner and under the
supervision of the Nordic Center for Gender in Military
Operations (main NATO body for gender in military
operations). Through this activity RACVIAC Members have
developed a network of more than 200 gender instructors
in the SEE region.

Also, in 2006 and 2007, Sweden financially supported the
engagement of Ms Lena Andersson, who was an external
expert in the Defense Conversion Cell, now SSG Pillar.

Ambassador Boda expressed her appreciation for the
presentation and complimented the outstanding
contribution of RACVIAC to ensure peace and dialogue in
the region.

Sharing the goals of security and cooperation, Her
Excellency Boda and His Excellency Grigorie both
accentuated their willingness to put efforts into expanding
Sweden's cooperation with RACVIAC.

H.E. Ambassador Anna Boda and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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RACVIAC Director pays a visit to the Rector of
University of Split and the Mayor of the City of Split
RACVIAC Director H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail
Grigorie paid a visit to Split University on 9 February 2024.
Rector of University of Split, Professor Dragan Ljutić, PhD
hosted him on University premises.

The aim of this visit, the first meeting between RACVIAC
Director Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and
Rector Ljutić, is the continuation of the five-year Project
“Improving Security Governance through Implementation
of Forensic Science in State Institutions and Agencies”.

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and the
University Department for Forensic Sciences of the
University of Split have decided to strengthen their co-
operation by entering into a MoU wich was signed in
September 2022.

The academic partner in this joint project, the University of
Split, Department for Forensic Sciences, owns the
knowledge and expertise regarding the subject and can
offer a variety of opportunities which can enhance the
abilities of RACVIAC Members to address the challenges
they are facing while the third partner in this activity is RAI
with its network of experts.

In addition to the abovementioned RACVIAC has become a
teaching base for the University of Split and student
internships are a valuable contribution to the joint project.

Professor Ljutić praised the visit of Ambassador Grigorie,
thanking him for the efforts invested in the Project so far
and expressed hope that mutual cooperation will continue
and intensify in the future.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie also paid a visit to
the Mayor of the City of Split, Mr. Ivica Puljak, who received
him on the City of Split town hall premises. Director of
RACVIAC introduced Mayor Puljak to the activities of
RACVIAC and Programme for 2024.

Mr. Puljak expressed gratitude for the presentation of
upcoming RACVIAC activities and praised the efforts wich
RACVIAC invests into fostering dialogue on security
matters in SEE region. Mr. Stjepan Roglić, Honorary Consul
of Romania to Split, also took part in the meeting.

Professor Dragan Ljutić and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

MAG Chairman paid a visit to RACVIAC
On Tuesday, 13 February 2024, Chairman of the
Multinational Advisory Group, H.E. Ambassador Ilhan
Saygili, Director General for Balkans and Central Europe in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye
together with H.E. Ambassador Basat Öztürk, Director
General for International Security Affairs, MFA TR, paid a
visit to RACVIAC. They were warmly welcomed on RACVIAC
premises by RACVIAC Staff headed by H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director.

The meeting's aim is to define the final venue of the Spring
MAG meeting that should take place in Türkiye (16-18 April
2024, Istanbul). Furthermore, this was an opportunity to

briefly go over the mutual responsibilities of both sides
regarding the Spring MAG meeting.

The primary agenda of the meeting included a
presentation of RACVIAC history, Programme 2024, past
cooperation with Türkiye and potential areas for increase
of future cooperation after which exploring ways to
improve cooperation between RACVIAC and Türkiye were
discussed.

Republic of Türkiye is currently chairing the MAG for the
second time to date. It chaired the MAG Meeting also in
2003/2004.
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RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Grigorie, used the
opportunity to express his gratitude to the Republic of
Türkiye for its continuous support over the past 23 years.
From the foundation of RACVIAC until the present day
Republic of Türkiye, as an active Member, has fulfilled all of
its membership obligations including chairing the
Multinational Advisory Group (MAG), providing financial
contributions, hosting RACVIAC activities and seconding
representatives; from 2015 to 2018 the Director of
RACVIAC was the Turkish Ambassador H.E. Haydar Berk
who excelled as a true leader during a demanding phase of
RACVIAC transformation process. Ambassador Grigorie
thanked the Ministry of National
Defense for seconding high-calibre
officers to RACVIAC since its very
beginnings who have always held top
positions as Pillar Chiefs.

Ambassador Grigorie also seized the
oppor tun i t y to br ing to the
A m b a s s a d o r ' s a t t e n t i o n t h e
impor tance of Turkish grater
participation in fostering security
dialogue and cooperation in South
East Europe. This may involve
providing lecturers' support in
RACVIAC activities, financial support
or hosting activities, he said.

The Director also thanked for the
invitation to participate in the
meeting, for exceptional hospitality

during the SEDM meeting in Ankara in
November 2023 and for the invitation to
participate in the Antalya Diplomatic Forum
in March 2024.

Ambassador Sajgi l i 's highlighted his
government's dedication to productive
dialogue and collaboration. He expressed
gratitude to Ambassador Grigorie for the
invitation and expressed a keen interest in
further enhancing cooperation in all three
RACVIAC Pillars: Cooperative Security
Environment Pillar, Countering Transnational
Security Threats Pillar and Security Sector
Governance Pillar.

In conclusion, Ambassador Grigorie
expressed his appreciation for the visit and
highlighted the importance of Turkish-
RACVIAC cooperation in promoting regional

security and stability. Türkiye has been a RACVIAC Member
since its inception and over the years its contribution to
the Centre has been substantial which RACVIAC is
extremely grateful for, he underlined.

Both parties affirmed their dedication to bolstering
collaboration through joint initiatives, knowledge-sharing
and the execution of exchange programs focused on areas
and topics mutually beneficial for all RACVIAC Members
with the aim of promoting security cooperation and
dialogue in the region.

H.E. Ambassador Ilhan Saygili, H.E. Ambassador Basat Öztürk
and H.E Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

MAG Chairman and RACVIAC Staff



9

NEWS

Group Photo

RACVIAC Representative attends the 36 meeting of theth

permanent working group of the Subregional Consultative
Commission of the Agreement on Subregional
Arms Control
Between February 12 and 14, 2024, RACVIAC
representative, COL (ret.) Predrag Omrčen, attended the
36th meeting of the permanent working group of the
Subregional Consultative Commission of the Agreement
on Subregional Arms Control, Article IV, Annex 1-B of the
General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (“Agreement”). The meeting took place under
the auspices of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the Spa Terme
hotel in Sarajevo.

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Momir Brajić, Head of
NATO division at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Mrs. Aida Hodžić, Assistant Minister for Multilateral Affairs
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, addressed the parties in
her Introductory speech. She indicated the importance of
the “Agreement” and the transparency of i ts
implementat ion , mutual respect and suppor t .
Furthermore, she emphasized the importance of RACVIAC
as an institution that provides unreserved support to this
Agreement by conducting the Arms Control Course that
will be held this year in Budva (Montenegro) from 17 to 22
March.

The permanent working group conducted an analysis of
the inspections carried out in 2023. It also considered and

harmonized the proposal of the inspection schedule for
2024. Furthermore, the proposed schedule for engaging
guest observers was discussed and agreed upon.

RACVIAC Representative, Mr. Predrag Omrčen presented
the plan of activities for the implementation of the Arms
Control Course. At the end of the two-day meeting the
working group discussed topics such as modernization of
the Agreement, affirmation of the Agreement and
reviewed the modalities of its improvement.

The two-day work of the working group ended successfully
with the setting of dates for holding meetings in the
second part of the year.

Italian Defence General Staff representative visits RACVIAC
Upon the invitation of the Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Rear Admiral (LH)
Domenico Guglielmi, Deputy Head of Personnel Division of
the Italian Defence General Staff, paid a visit to RACVIAC -
Centre for Security Cooperation on February 15, 2024.

Since RACVIAC inception the Italian Republic has played an
important role in its history. Italy is the only country along
with Türkiye that has acceded to the bilateral agreement
between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on
the establishment of the Regional Center for Assistance in

the Verification and Implementation of Arms Control
(RACVIAC). Italy has also been an active RACVIAC
contributor and has not only supported it financially but
also by seconding two officers to the Centre (from 2000 to
2008). It still occasionally sends participants to RACVIAC
activities, focusing on the Arms Control domain mainly.

In October 2023, during the 11th DECI CHODs' meeting in
Zagreb, the Director of RACVIAC spoke with Admiral
Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, Chief of the Defense General
Staff of the Italian Republic. Ambassador Grigorie
emphasized the important role Italy has had during
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RACVIAC history and insisted on its increased cooperation
with RACVIAC. Admiral Cavo Dragone agreed with the idea
of reactivating Italy's role in the work of RACVIAC.

Ambassador Constantin Mihail-Grigorie highlighted to
Admiral Cavo Dragone the potential benefits of Italy's
renewed participation in RACVIAC in the form of financing
activities, secondment of personnel and participation in
RACVIAC activities.

At the SEDM Meeting, held in Ankara in November 2023,
Ambassador Grigorie spoke with Matteo Perego Di
Cremnago, Undersecretary of State for Defense of the
Italian Republic, with the aim of greater involvement of Italy
in the work of RACVIAC. This especially pertains to the

Rear Admiral (LH) Domenico Guglielmi and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

secondment of Italian officers in the Centre, financing of
activities or contributions in kind.

Following this demarches it was agreed to organize a visit
of the Italian Defense General Staff delegation headed by
RADM (LH) Domenico Guglielmi, Deputy Head of Personnel
Division of the Italian Defence General Staff with the
intention of discussing Italy's involvement in the work of
RACVIAC. The Italian side expressed interest in supporting
two activities, the „Open Skies Treaty Aerial Observation
Course" and "Return, Rehabilitation, and Reintegration of
FTFs and their Family Members: Taking Stock and Way
Forward”.

RADM Guglielmi was warmly welcomed on RACVIAC
premises in Rakitje and got introduced to the Centre's
operations and staff. During the visit Rear Admiral
Guglielmi and Ambassador Grigorie had a tête-à-tête
meeting during which the Director briefed RADM Guglielmi
on RACVIAC history and the ongoing RACVIAC efforts to
foster dialogue on security matters in SEE. Additionally,
new initiatives to promote mutual trust and stability in the
area in RACVIAC Programme 2024 were touched upon.

During the discussions Rear Admiral (LH) Guglielmi
expressed gratitude for the invitation and the presentation
of upcoming RACVIAC activities. He also expressed
willingness to put efforts into increasing Italian
participation in the work of RACVIAC.

RADM Guglielmi and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie both
agreed to continue the dialogue between RACVIAC and
Italian Defense General Staff and to explore the
possibilities of Italy's greater participation in the work of
RACVIAC, having in mind the common goals of security and
cooperation in SEE.

Ambassador of the United Kingdom, H.E. Simon Thomas,
visits RACVIAC
Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Simon Thomas,
Ambassador of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland to Croatia, accompanied by Defence
Attaché, LTC Andrew Higgs, visited RACVIAC – Centre for
Security Cooperation on February 19, 2024.

After being warmly received on RACVIAC premises in
Rakitje, British Ambassador to Croatia was introduced to
the Centre's activities and staff. Ambassador Thomas held
a private meeting with Ambassador Grigorie, where he was
briefed on RACVIAC history and its ongoing initiatives to

enhance international security cooperation. The
discussions also covered the presentation of the 2024
Programme, outlining efforts to promote regional stability
and trust.

Since its establishment United Kingdom has had the status
of an Associate Member in RACVIAC, occasionally
participating in its activities. During the early phase of
RACVIAC, UK seconded Ms Aji Buchannan to the Centre
who worked in the position of MAG Secretary and Chief of
PR. UK also sponsored a secondee from the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (later Serbia and Montenegro). Until
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2007 UK seconded staff in RACVIAC. UK contributed
financially to the Programme part of the RACVIAC Budget
with an amount of €382.500,00.

Expressing appreciation for the presentation on
forthcoming RACVIAC activities, H.E. Ambassador Thomas
conveyed his desire to enhance UK's involvement in
RACVIAC.

Ambassador Grigor ie expressed grat i tude for
Ambassador Thomas's visit and underscored the
significance of collaborative endeavours between the UK
and RACVIAC in advancing regional security and stability.
He seized the opportunity to emphasize to Ambassador
Thomas the crucial role of UK's involvement in security
dialogue and cooperation within South East Europe which
could potentially encompass financial contributions to
RACVIAC Budget, seconding personnel or the provision of
experts for its initiatives.

Both Ambassador Thomas and Ambassador Grigorie
agreed to sustain dialogue aimed at bolstering UK
engagement with RACVIAC, aligned with the shared
objectives of security and cooperation in South East
Europe.

H.E. Ambassador andSimon Thomas
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

Ambassador of the Republic
of India visits RACVIAC
Upon the invitation of Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Raj Kumar
Srivastava, Ambassador of the Republic of India, visited
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on 22
February 2024. It was the first visit from an Indian
Ambassador to RACVIAC to date.

During the visit to the RACVIAC headquarters in Rakitje
Ambassador Srivastava became more familiar with the
Organization's operations and personnel. Ambassador
Srivastava had a tête-à-tête meeting with Ambassador
Grigorie, during which RACVIAC Director briefed him on
the Centre for Security Cooperation's history and its
ongoing efforts to improve international security
cooperation. Additionally, the 2024 Programme was
presented with new opportunities to strengthen mutual
trust and efforts in promoting regional stability. The
opportunity was also taken to speak with the
representatives of the RACVIAC Programme staff.

Ambassador Srivastava expressed gratitude for the kind
invitation from the Director of RACVIAC and thanked

RACVIAC for the well-presented information of the
Organization's overall work over the last 23 years.

Expressing the shared desire of reinforcing security and
cooperation in South East Europe, Ambassador Srivastava
and. Ambassador Grigorie both underlined their
eagerness to put efforts into identifying initiatives to
cooperate on.

H.E. Ambassador Raj Kumar Srivastava and H.E
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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Dean of Diplomatic Corps, Apostolic Nuncio in the Republic
of Croatia, visits RACVIAC
Upon the invtation of Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps in Zagreb, H.E. Archbishop Giorgio
Lingua, Apostolic Nuncio in the Republic of Croatia, visited
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation on 23
February 2024. Being the first Apostolic Nuncio visit to
RACVIAC to date, it was a special event in RACVIAC history.

On the occasion Apostolic Nuncio became familiar with the
work of the Centre and its personnel, and also had a tête-à-
tête meeting with Ambassador Grigorie, who briefed him
on the history of RACVIAC and its ongoing efforts to
improve international security cooperation.

Additionally, Director of RACVIAC presented the 2024
Programme with new propositions on how to improve
cooperation and initiatives to advance regional stability.
The opportunity was also seized to speak with the
representatives of RACVIAC Programme staff.

Following the participation of Apostolic Nuncio Lingua in
the RACVIAC flagship event in December 2023, „Security
Challenges for Europe“, Ambassador Grigorie informed
the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps that RACVIAC has the
pleasure of inviting Apostolic Nuncio to other RACVIAC
activities as well. H.E. Archbishop Lingua express openess
regarding the prospect of working with RACVIAC and
exploring possibilities to bolster the dialogue with the
Centre for Security Cooperation.

H.E. Archbishop Giorgio Lingua and
H.E Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

He stated appreciation for RACVIAC efforts in fostering
dialoge on security matters in SEE and expressed his
gratitude for the gracious invitation by the Director of
RACVIAC and his pleasure in accepting it. Additionally, he
thanked RACVIAC for the information presented and
praised the Organization's overall work during the last 23
years.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie thanked for the
visit reiterating the strong will to continue the dialogue
with the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in Zagreb.

Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie,
participates in the Antalya Diplomacy Forum 2024
RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, joined global leaders and diplomats during the
prestigious Antalya Diplomacy Forum, held on 1-3 March
2024 in Antalya, under the auspices of H.E. Mr. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, president of the Republic of Türkiye. This
third addition of the Forum, dubbed “Advancing Diplomacy
in Times of Turmoil,” aimed to foster dialogue and explore
peaceful solutions amidst global challenges.

Ambassador Grigorie participated as a panellist in the
panel on the topic “What role for regional mechanisms?”.

During the Panel Ambassador Grigorie emphasized the
significance of regional mechanisms in addressing
complex challenges, citing their pragmatic approach and
contextual understanding as invaluable assets in
promoting peace and stability.
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“All of us are aware of the difficult and sometimes tragic
history of the SEE Region. We're also aware of actual
challenges in the Region and the intersection of different
foreign interests reflecting on daily political life and
threatening to create friction and even hostile situations.”
stressed Ambassador Grigorie and continued “The current
war in Ukraine as well as developments in the Middle East
are also mirrored in the Regional narratives and stances
influencing public opinion and affecting the political
stability of the Region. All those effects are tending to
make our Region fragile and unbalanced. We, as an
Organisation for security cooperation strongly believe that
the most of the challenges SEE is facing can be overcome
by bet ter reg iona l cooperat ion and common
understanding.”

As the Director of RACVIAC, Ambassador Grigorie
highlighted the Organization's commitment to fostering
dialogue and cooperation in South-Eastern Europe (SEE).

With a diverse membership comprising nine nations,
fourteen associate members, and six observers from the
region and beyond, RACVIAC serves as a platform for open
communication, transparency, and mutual understanding.

Ambassador Grigorie underscored the pivotal role of
RACVIAC in building trust, enhancing security, and

Antalya Diplomacy Forum 2024

promoting prosperity within the region and globally. He
emphasized the importance of recognizing and leveraging
the strengths of regional mechanisms to complement the
g loba l governance f ramework in address ing
contemporary challenges effectively.

The Antalya Diplomacy Forum provided a valuable
platform for fostering international cooperation and
dialogue, confirming RACVIAC's commitment to regional
stability and security.

On the sidelines of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie met with H.E.
Ambassador Basat Özturk, Director General for
International Security Affairs and H.E. Ilhan Saygili, Director
General for Balkans and Central Europe in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye and current MAG
Chairperson. During the meeting cooperation between
RACVIAC and Türkiye and the participation of Türkiye in
RACVIAC events in the upcoming period were discussed.
Director of RACVIAC, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie and Ambassador Ilhan Saygili, MAG Chairperson,
signed the Exchange of Letters with regard to the
upcoming 51st MAG Meeting, scheduled to be held in
Istanbul on 16-18 April 2024.
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Official meetings of RACVIAC Director with the Minister of
Defence and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro in
Podgorica, Montenegro

On the sidelines of the ongoing RACVIAC “Agreement on
Sub-Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article IV)' –
Orientation Course”, taking place from April 17 to 22, 2024
in Budva the Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, held official meetings in
Podgorica with the Minister of Defense of Montenegro, H.E.
Dragan Krapović (March 18), followed by a meeting with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Filip Ivanović (March
19). The focus of these discussions revolved around
reinforcing the longstanding cooperation between
Montenegro and RACVIAC.

Director of RACVIAC took the opportunity to express
sincere gratitude for Montenegro's unwavering
cooperation during 17 years of its full membership in the
Centre for Security Cooperation. This collaboration has
been evident through Montenegro's active participation in
RACVIAC activities, regular financial contributions, and the
consistent involvement of Montenegrin participants in its
various programs.

It is noteworthy that the Agreement on RACVIAC, a pivotal
milestone in the Organization's history, was signed during
the 23rd meeting of the MAG in 2010, hosted by
Montenegro in Budva.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and
Minister of Defence, Dragan Krapović

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Filip Ivanović

A m b a s s a d o r G r i g o r i e ex t e n d e d h i s
appreciation for Montenegro's role in hosting
the ongoing RACVIAC activity, “Agreement on
Sub-Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article IV)'-
Orientation Course”, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Defense of Montenegro.

RACVIAC Director also emphasized the
importance of the Western Balkans Cyber
Capacity Center, hosted in Podgorica by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro,
taking into account the emerging cyber
security threats in the region as a whole.

Underlining the potential for increased
engagement of Montenegro in RACVIAC,
Ambassador Grigorie stressed the importance
of appointing a seconded representative from
Montenegro as a member of RACVIAC staff.
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During the meeting in the Ministry of Defence Minister
Dragan Krapović underscored the pivotal role of RACVIAC
as an organization fostering exchange and trust among
regional countries witnessed through implementation of
various meaningful projects. Montenegro's steadfast
commitment to the Centre for Security Cooperation was
reiterated, evidenced by active participation in RACVIAC
activities, contributions to strategic planning, and
consistent financial support.

The ongoing collaboration with the Ministry of Defense of
Montenegro in hosting the “Dayton Art. IV Course” in
Budva emphasizes Montenegro's dedication to fostering
regional cooperation and dialogue through RACVIAC
initiatives.

Minister Krapović expressed readiness of Montenegro to
second a representative of Montenegro as a member of
international staff in RACVIAC and concrete contribution to
the work of the Centre.

During the meeting in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Montenegro Minister Filip Ivanović expressed his
appreciation for remarkable cooperation between
Montenegro and RACVIAC, underlining the desire to
further strengthen it.

Montenegro considers RACVIAC as an organization that is
completely in line with the main foreign policy goals of
Montenegro: entry into the EU and active membership in
NATO. Speaking about the Western Balkans Cyber Capacity
Center, which will soon open its doors in Podgorica, the
Minister pointed out that the idea of such a Center coming
into existence is not only about serving the needs of
Montenegro but about having a regional hub specialized
for cyber security issues. “We hope that in the future other
countries in addition to Montenegro, France and Slovenia
will join it” said Minister Ivanović.

“Montenegro is ready to strongly support RACVIAC in the
future as well” concluded the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The dialogues among Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie and Montenegro's key government officials serve
as reaffirmation of the enduring partnership between
Montenegro and RACVIAC with both sides expressing the
desire to deepen it in the interest of fostering critically
important dialogues in the region and enhancing regional
security.

Official visit of the
representatives of the OSCE
BA and the JCDS BA
to RACVIAC
OSCE BA and Office of the Joint Commission for Defense
and Security (JCDS) of Bosnia and Herzegovina delegation
paid a visit to RACVIAC on 26th March 2024.

Their hosts were RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin – Mihail Grigorie and Deputy Director, RADM
Predrag Stipanović. The visiting delegation was headed by
Mr. Samir Bašić, National Programme Officer for Security
Co-operation, OSCE BA accompanied by Mr. Željko
Grubešić, Consultant, OSCE BA and Ms. Ljiljana Miličević,
JCDS Secretary, PA of BiH.

During the meeting preparations for the “Annual Meeting
of the Representatives of Defence and Security
Committees from SEE Parliaments”, which is planned to be
held in Sarajevo, BA from June 10th to June 14th 2024,

were discussed. The aim of the Annual Meeting is to stress
the importance of the standards of parliamentary
oversight over the security sector and the democratic
control of Armed forces in SEE focusing on the current
security challenges in the SEE countries. The target
audience are parliamentarians, members and staffers of
defence and security committees, civilians and military
personnel from the ministries of defence and interior.

Representatives of the OSCE BA and the JCDS BA
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During the discussions Ambassador Grigorie particularly
emphasized the importance that RACVIAC has for
strengthening regional cooperation in the field of security.
Ambassador Grigorie especially welcomed the return of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a co-organizer of the RACVIAC
flagship event after a few-years break. He also highlighted
the importance of parliamentary diplomacy for building a
climate of security and understanding in the region.

RACVIAC team members expressed their satisfaction with
the cooperation so far in the organization of the Meeting.

One of the standout aspects of the meeting was the
consensus on the agenda proposals, financial costs,

potential partners, financial obligations of all partners and
logistic support.

Both RACVIAC and OSCE expressed their satisfaction with
their existing cooperation and shared a similar vision for
the future direction of their partnership. OSCE confirmed
its involvement in the “Annual Meeting”, scheduled for
June.

This visit of the OSCE delegation reaffirmed the strong
bond between the two organizations and their dedication
to the common goal of promoting security, stability, and
cooperation in the region.

RACVIAC Representative attended 51 SEDM CC andst

50 PMSC Meetingsth

On 27-28 March 2024 the 51st SEDM Coordination
Committee (CC) and 50th Political-Military Steering
Committee (PMSC) Meetings took place in Iasi, Romania.
RACVIAC representative in those meetings was LTC Arta
Driza, Planning & Liaison Officer for SEE.

The Meetings were attended by representatives of 14
SEDM member and observer countries (Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Italy, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia,
Türkiye, Georgia, Moldova), the Commander of the
SEEBRIG Multinational Brigade as well as representatives
of RACVIAC – Center for Security Cooperation, RCC, USA
Embassy and E-ARC. These were the first SEDM-CC
meetings with the Republic of Moldova as a fully-fledged
member of the SEDM family.

These were the second meetings in a row under the
Bucharest Chairmanship. The Meetings were presided by
the SEDM-CC/PMSC Chairperson Ms Simona
Cojacaru.

The Conference was presided by the SEDM-
CC/PMSC Chairperson.

The SEDM Secretariat and COMSEEBRIG
Brigadier General Bilbil Bitri presented an
update of the activities and results achieved
since the last CC/PMSC meet ing in
September 2023. One update on the latest
developments in SEDM-related projects were
presented by the host nations such as
“Female Leaders in Security and Defence”
(FLSD) and “Interconnection of Military
Hospitals” (IMIHO).

RACVIAC representative provided an update on the
activities planned for 2024, highlighting that the Centre
remains committed to supporting regional initiatives
aimed at addressing security challenges effectively and
involvement of countries in more projects would greatly
contribute in strengthening security in the region.

She emphasized the intention to continue intensifying
SEDM - RACVIAC cooperation with regard to SEDM on-
going and new projects, recognizing the expertise and
capabilities of the countries in SEE region.

Concluding the presentation LTC Driza expressed
appreciation for the ongoing support and assistance that
Romania has been providing to RACVIAC and also
appreciated hard work and dedication of SEEBRIG and
member nations showing new vision and ideas on security
concept of transformation.

51st SEDM CC and 50th PMSC Meetings



5 - 16 February 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

From 5th to 16th February 2024 RACVIAC -

Centre for Security Cooperation organized the

“Gender Training of the Trainers Course

(GToT)” for members of the Jordanian Armed

Forces upon NATO's request. It was organized

and was supported by RACVIAC Members who

provided gender trainers and, hence, once

more confirmed the regionally-owned aspect of

RACVIAC.
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“Gender Training of the Trainers Course”

The importance of the gender aspect in military
operations had prompted NATO, as well as other national
and multinational defence organisations to address,
regulate and implement the integration of the gender
perspective, both on the duty level and on the level of
participation in Peace Support Operations (PSO).
According to the Review of the Practical Implications of
UNSCR 1325 for the Conduct of NATO-led Operations and
Missions (2013) a very important recommendation to
NATO and all current and future operational partner
nations is to "train trainers on UNSCR 1325 and gender
mainstreaming, with the objective of supporting on-the-
job training”.

This two-week Course prepares instructors and trainers to
successfully plan, conduct and evaluate education,
training and exercises on how to integrate the gender
perspective within their own respective functional area.
Additionally, the Course provides participants with the
knowledge of frameworks and guidelines in regulating
gender in military operations.

The GToT curriculum was built based on the NCGM
template with some improvements and adjustments made
in accordance with the lessons learned from previous
similar training events held by RACVIAC from 2014
onwards. The instructors' final preparations were carried
out prior to the start of the Course as an advanced two-day
preparation session, separated from the Course schedule.

Course Group Photo

The Course Director was LTC Marija Čičak, HR, while
the syndicate leaders and instructors were COL
Antoniela Stankovska-Budimir, MK, MAJ Robert

Karaman, HR, CPT Tanja Katnić, ME, and MSG Marija
Horvat, HR.

Course Opening

The Course was a 10-day training event designed as a
combination of lectures, corresponding individual and
syndicate work, followed by a practical exercise and the
final exam.

From the very beginning the students were encouraged to
be open and actively contribute to joint work primarily as
members of a designated group - a syndicate. Each day
started with short common reflections targeted to point
out the accomplishments of the previous day and what lies
ahead.

The joint work started on 5th February with the Course
Opening ceremony during which RACVIAC Director H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie gave a Welcome
address.
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Welcome Address by RACVIAC Director,
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie

RACVIAC Director opened the Course by expressing
highest appreciation to RACVIAC Members that supported
this event with an excellent array of Subject Matter
Experts, especially Croatia, Montenegro and North
Macedonia. He also extended his sincere gratitude to
NATO for recognizing RACVIAC efforts in this field.
Ambassador Grigorie stressed that human rights,
freedom, peace and safety are not guaranteed and that we
all have the responsibility to protect them.

After the Course Opening the academic part of the Course
started with the introduction of gender-related terms and
definitions and the basics of training assessment tools,
instructional strategies and techniques.

The first Course day ended with the Team building event,
which was designed to support the Course objectives and
had the primary purpose of facilitating the students'
informal introduction, initial syndicate bonding and
creation of a positive competitive spirit among the
syndicates.

The second day of the Course started with the United
Nations Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace and
Secur i ty and related Resolut ions fo l lowed by
familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO Bi-SC
Directive 40-1(2017) and how to identify the gender
perspective as a tool in the Commander's operational tool
kit. Additionally, students learned how to apply the gender

“Stability, security and progress in our own societies
and countries cannot be achieved if half of the

population is left out in our considerations;
remember that empowered women and men are the

foundation of resilient and stable communities”,
Ambassador Grigorie underlined.

perspective at the strategic, operational and tactical level
in military tasks.

Day three of the Course started with the introduction of the
international humanitarian law and human rights
framework. A conflict-related sexual violence topic was
also introduced and as a part of this topic a movie,
“Greatest Silence”, was presented to the students,
followed by a discussion.

The fourth day started with syndicate work on extraction
and discussion about UNSCR 1325 and related
Resolutions. Additionally, students were familiarized with
the students' final assessment in the form of an exam,
which included writing or updating a lesson plan and
delivering a short demonstration of a lecture or a brief, in
order to demonstrate how to teach with an integrated
gender perspective.

Syndicate work presentation

The final day of week one ended with a special teaching
method, “Project Work Day”. Instead of having lectures on
how to plan and execute a training, students were working
on project - planning education, training or exercises for
different training audiences at different levels from the
tactical to the operational and strategic level. The
interactive learning environment achieved with the
"Project Working Day" was successful and highly
appreciated by the students, in particular working with
students from different syndicates.

The second week of the Course was dedicated to essential
required teaching skills like conducting the learning
assessment, making a good presentation, integrating
gender into already existing education and training and
handling resistance in training situations. Additionally,
students worked in syndicates on extraction of the main
provisions of national Action plans or MoD-related policy
regarding UNSC Resolutions on Women, Peace and
Security.
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The key event was the practical outdoor exercise on
how to use role-playing in gender integrated training,
which was held during day six. This type of exercise

facilitates an active understanding of information and
gives participants the opportunity to apply new skills
and abilities. The simulation serves as a rehearsal on

how to conduct future activities.

On day eight the schedule included the time dedicated for
the final exam preparations that were supported by the
syndicate leaders and instructors. Participants worked in
pairs on exam preparation. This was the pinnacle of the
Course efforts on the students' part after which the final
exam and graduation day came.

The official part of the Course was concluded with a
Closing Ceremony attended by H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director, Rear Admiral
Predrag Stipanović, RACVIAC Deputy Director, LTC Marija
Čičak, Course Director, COL Boženko Đevoić, Croatian
Ministry of Defence, as well as all syndicate leaders and
additional exam evaluators.

Practical Outdoor Exercise – Role Playing Training

Closing Ceremony

LTC Marija Čičak, Course Director, underlined: “I hope
that the knowledge and skills you acquired during this

course will be beneficial throughout your military
careers and will enhance the implementation of the
gender perspective within your own armed forces.”

In his closing speech H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, thanked the Course
Director as well as the lecturers and instructors for sharing
their expertise and putting a tremendous effort into the
execution of this event. He once more emphasized that the
organization of this GToT course is a confirmation of the
recognition of RACVIAC expertize and contribution in
promoting equal gender policies and opportunities in the
security sector.

Handing out of Certificates

At the end of the Closing Ceremony H.E. Ambassador
Grigorie, together with RACVIAC Deputy Director RADM
Predrag Stipanović, handed out certificates and RACVIAC
Coins to the students from Jordan as well as to instructors
and representatives of security sector institutions from
RACVIAC Members.

Based on the evaluation of the survey, instructors'
feedback, and formative and summative assessment of the
participating students the objectives of the GTOT Course
for students from Jordan were achieved.

All 12 students succeeded in their final exam thus
confirming their professionalism and qualities as the new
gender instructors. This Course is the longest and one of
the most demanding RACVIAC activities in terms of the
curriculum that also includes the final exam as well as
the instructing staff involved in the Course execution.



The Chemical Weapons Convention

Workshop was held on 20-21 February 2024

in RACVIAC. The 2024 Workshop was a

continuation of fruitful cooperation between

RACVIAC and the OPCW in promoting the

implementation of the CWC in South-Eastern

Europe, which directly helps enhance regional

stability, transparency and trust.

20

NEWSLETTER Issue 72

Workshop Opening

“Chemical Weapons Convention
Workshop”

Workshops focusing on the provisions of the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC) have been organized annually
since 2004 thanks to RACVIAC cooperation with the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW).

Chemical safety and security, as well as counter chemical
terrorism measures are the essential first steps to prevent
accidental or malicious use of these materials. In 2024
focus was put on the issue of Chemical Emergency
Preparedness and Response.

The Workshop was opened with the welcome addresses
given by Mr Anton Martinyuk, OPCW representative and
RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail
Grigorie.

Anton Martinyuk, Senior Programme Officer, Assistance
and Protection Branch, International Cooperation and
Assistance Division, OPCW said that it is a great pleasure
and honour to welcome all Workshop participants, as well
as the OPCW long lasting partner RACVIAC.

“Our main goal in the next two days is to identify the critical
needs related to national protection against chemical

weapons”, stressed Mr Martinyuk, and continued: “We are
going to discuss in depth this approach that we call the

OSAT project, an online self-assessment tool”.

Addressing the audience RACVIAC Director H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie said that it is
essential to have a complex picture about the current
threats, risks, existing capabilities and capacities within
the national protective programmes against chemical
weapons and toxic industrial chemicals, including their
malicious use by non-state actors, the military and civilian
authorities so that they may be confronted at present and
in the future.

Welcome Address by RACVIAC Director,
GrigorieH.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail

20-21 February 2024, Rakitje, Croatia
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Ambassador Grigorie also praised the cooperation with
OPCW when it comes to covering a great part of the costs
of this Workshop as well as providing eminent lecturers,
underlining that the Organization has excelled as a major
contributor to the overall success of the event. “The
speakers from OPCW are here to provide their invaluable
insights and expertise and will assist our participants in
achieving the maximum goals and objectives of the
Workshop”, he added. Furthermore, Director of RACVIAC
extended his gratitude to Mr Anton Martyniuk, Senior
Programme Officer at OPCW, as well as Mr Barry Moss,
technical consultant, whose invaluable contribution and
cooperation are very much appreciated, he added.

The aim of the Workshop was to enhance the national
protection programmes against the use of toxic chemicals
in targeted States Parties and sub-regions as well as
strengthen international counter chemical terrorism
measures. The operational objectives were to identify
critical needs related to national preparedness and
response capabilities, including investigation of the
Member States in the SEE region against the use of
Chemical Warfare Agents and Toxic Industrial Chemicals.

The Workshop started with an introductory presentation on
the Article X of the Chemical Weapons Convention, which
explained the origins, fundamentals and the current
operational challenges.

In the next session the speakers gave a Project Overview on
“OPCW chemical emergency preparedness and response:
Online Self-Assessment Tool (OSAT)”.

Subsequently, Mr Barry Moss (technical consultant)
described the OSAT and National Improvement Measures,
National Capability Improvement Plan, Capability
Development and the relationship to the National

Active Learning Session

On the second day of the activity the focus was on the
exploration of the OSAT. The participants had the
opportunity to test the tool. Additionally, the member states
got access to it so that they can, with the support of OPCW,
identify their critical needs related to national protection
against chemical weapons.

As chemical safety and security, as well as counter
chemical terrorism measures, are the essential first steps

to prevent the accidental or malicious use of these
materials, in the Workshop 2024 focus has been put on

the issue of Chemical Emergency Preparedness and
Response.

The Workshop was closed with a closing address given by
Mr Anton Martyniuk, Senior Programme Officer, Assistance
and Protection Branch, International Cooperation and
Assistance Division, OPCW and RACVIAC Director H.E.
Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie.

Mr Anton Martyniuk, OPCW and
RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Grigorie

protection Plans. He also shared experience in collection
and verification of national data, the challenges and lessons
learnt.

The afternoon was dedicated to the active learning
sessions. The first active learning session utilised a scenario
to inform table top discussion regarding assessment of an
incident, and key decisions to be taken at the national level.
The syndicate groups had to develop multi-sector response
to a chemical incident with an unknown origin.

The second active learning session utilised the same
scenario but the task concerned public messaging,
investigation and attribution.
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On behalf of the OPCW Mr Anton Martyniuk expressed his
satisfaction with the Workshop and his appreciation for the
long lasting cooperation with RAVIAC and its role in the
region. In his Concluding remarks he stated that OPCW is
eager to take the next step to continue working on this
project, counting on RACVIAC as a partner in the future. Mr.
Martyniuk thanked all participants for their commitment
and valuable contribution.

Addressing the audience RACVIAC Director H.E.
Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie expressed
RACVIAC utmost gratitude to its partner, the Organisation
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), for its
supportive approach during the preparatory phase,
professionalism during the execution of this activity, and
financial support. Work with OPCW in this joint enterprise
has been inspiring and fruitful and, hopefully, will be
continued in the years to come, RACVIAC Director
underlined.

The Workshop was attended by more than 30 military or
civilian experts or policy-makers dealing with CWC, chemicals

and national disasters' response issues and/or responsible
for counter chemical terrorism issues.

Closing Ceremony, handout of certificates

Ambassador Grigorie also reflected on the Workshop's
main objectives, which were to enhance the national
protection programmes against the use of toxic chemicals
as well as to strengthen international counter chemical
terrorism measures. Since chemical safety and security are
hot topics in the region of SEE, RACVIAC will definitely
include this activity in its Programme for the future,
hopefully in cooperation with OPCW, he emphasized.

At the end of the Closing Ceremony H.E. Ambassador
Grigorie, together with Mr Anton Martyniuk, handed out
certificates to the Workshop participants and attendees.
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“OpenSkiesTreatyAerialObservation
Course”
3-9 March 2024, Pápa, Hungary

The “Open Skies Treaty (OST) Aerial

Observation Course” was held in Hungary

(Pápa Air Base) from 4th March until March 8th

2024. It was organized by RACVIAC – Centre

for Security Cooperation in collaboration with

Hungary and Romania.

Since 2002 RACVIAC has been organizing courses on the
Treaty on Open Skies (OST). These courses have become
some of the most distinctive RACVIAC products in which
the synergy of several institutions comes into play. In
2024, the Course is being hosted by Hungary and
supported by Romania, which provided the AN-30 aircraft
and crew, and the Federal Republic of Germany, which
financially supported this activity.

The event was opened with a Welcome Address
delivered by the Commander of the Pápa Air Base

(Hungarian Defence Forces, 47th Air Base) Col Zsolt
Magasy, LtC Zsolt Zsivkó, Senior officer of the Arms

Control Branch in the Hungarian Defence Staff,
Operations Directorate, and RADM Predrag

Stipanović, Deputy Director of RACVIAC – Centre for
Security Cooperation.

RADM Stipanović welcomed the participants not only from
RACVIAC Members in South East Europe but also from
Associate Members (Italy, Slovenia, The Netherlands),
other countries (Portuguese Republic, South Korea) and
partner organizations (OSCE Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina) whose participation also stresses the
importance of collaboration between the countries of the
region and beyond.

RADM Stipanović emphasized that despite the challenges
that international Arms Control Infrastructure is facing
now the Open Skies Treaty remains a significant
instrument, and still one of the most important and

effective military-political tools aimed at building trust and
increasing transparency worldwide. The South East
European (SEE) region is also a part of it: most of the
countries are its members and benefit from it, he
concluded.

Welcome Address by RACVIAC Deputy Director,
RADM Predrag Stipanović

The Course was designed as a combination of theoretical
lectures, mission planning and observation flights as the
practical part of the Course. The invited lecturers/experts
covered a wide range of topics, giving a comprehensive
and detailed overview of the relevant parts of the Open
Skies Treaty. This fusion of theoretical and practical
components rendered the event unique in the region.

The topics of the theoretical part were the following:

• Col Luc Moerman (OSCE): Present State of Affairs of
Arms Control and CSBMs, the Historical Background
and Role of the OST

• LtC Sascha Greuel (Bundeswehr Verification Centre):
The Treaty on Open Skies

• Maj Mario Crnkoci (MoD of Croatia): OSCC Decisions,
Chairman's statements

• LtC Zsolt Zsivkó (Hungarian Defence Staff, Operations
Directorate, Arms Control Branch): OS Notifications,
Formats

• Maj Hasan Čardaklija (Verification center of AF of
Bosnia and Herzegovina): Open Skies Quota (Quota
distribution)

• Maj Bogdan Turcu (Chief of Romanian Open Skies
Bureau): OS platforms and sensor suits, Introduction
to the AN-30 Observations aircraft and Pre-flight
Inspection, Certification, pre-flight inspection, demo
flight
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At the end of the theoretical part, in the framework of a
cultural programme, the participants had the opportunity
to visit the Eszterházy Castle and Bluedyeing Museum in
Pápa.

Theoretical part

During the mission planning the participants were
divided into four groups representing the observing

party. The objective was to draft an Open Skies
Mission Plan in order to carry out the observation
flight in accordance with the Treaty. The two best

mission plans were selected and implemented during
the practical part.

• Ms Otília Molnár (Hungarian Open Skies Sensor team):
Film processing, duplication, access to information

• LtC Leonardo Magagna (Italian Ministry of Defence):
Mission rundown, Possible timetable of an active
mission

Mission Planning

During the practical part the activities were carried out in
compliance with the OST and in accordance with the time
schedule of a real OS mission. This phase included the
training in point of entry (POE) procedure, real life
meteorological and ATC briefings, pre-flight inspection,
mission plan negotiation and mission plan review,
preparation for the observation flight, two segments of
observation flights over the territory of Hungary, media
processing and preparation signature of the mission report.

Arrival of the AN 30 aircraft

The Closing remarks on the last day of the Course were
delivered by H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie,
RACVIAC Director who said that it was a pleasure for him to
greet the audience in Pápa in the framework of the “Open
Skies Treaty Aerial Observation Course”, which was
envisaged as one of the classic events of the Centre, and
one of the most important events in Cooperative Security
Environment Pillar per se.

He expressed utmost gratitude to RACVIAC main partners
in this activity, Hungary and Romania, and highlighted the
excellent job and professionalism of the personnel of the
Pápa Air Base and of the Hungarian Arms Control Branch as
well as the members of the Romanian Air Force.

Romanian Air Force Open Skies Crew
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Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that such a high level of
participation in the Course couldn't have been achieved
without the sponsorship of the Federal Republic of
Germany and the host nation support provided by
Hungary. He praised the lecturers for sharing their
priceless knowledge and experience in the theoretical
part as well as for facilitating the mission planning and the
observation flights.

Director of RACVIAC also expressed his belief that the
Open Skies Treaty will survive the critical years of the Arms
Control regimes and that they will remain as a significant
set of confidence- and security-building measures. “We are
confident that this topic will still be relevant, and that
Centre for Security Cooperation can organize this Course
in the future as well”, he concluded.

Closing Ceremony, handout of certificates

The closing part of the activity included the handing
out of the certificates to more than 36 participants

from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Hellenic Republic, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands,

Korea, North Macedonia, Slovenia, Portugal, Romania
and Türkiye by Ambassador Grigorie.

On the sidelines of the, “Open Skies Treaty Aerial
Observation Course”, Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, RACVIAC Director on 7 March 2024 conducted
several meetings: with Mr Tamás Vargha, Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs and Deputy Minister at the
Ministry of Defence, Lieutenant General Ferenc Kajári,
Deputy Chief of Defence Staff in the Hungarian Defence
Forces, and Mr Péter Sztáray, State Secretary for Security
Policy and Energy Security at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade in Budapest, Hungary.

RACVIAC Director expressed his appreciation for
Hungary's ongoing support, as one of the Centre's most
reliable partners. As an Associate Member Hungary has
been providing its in-kind contribution. RACVIAC co-
organized and hosted successful Vienna Document and
Open Skies courses for which Hungary provided lecturers
and technical support.

Mr Tamás Vargha, Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs
and Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Defence and

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail  Grogorie

Lieutenant General Ferenc Kajári, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff
in the Hungarian Defence Forces and

H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail Grigorie

RACVIAC is grateful for Hungary's direct participation
in its work via seconded personnel, since its

inception. RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Grigorie,
stated that RACVIAC also appreciates very much the

excellent cooperation in the “Open Skies Treaty Aerial
Observation Course” and that we would like to see it

developing even further in future.
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“AgreementonSub-RegionalArmsControl
(DaytonArticle IV)–OrientationCourse”

NEWSLETTER Issue 72

17-22 March 2024, Budva, Montenegro

The “Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control

(Dayton Article IV) – Orientation Course” was

held on 17-22 March 2024 in Budva

(theoretical part), in the Barracks of the Air

Force “Golubovac”- Podgorica as well as the

1st Infantry Battalion “Danilovgrad” (practical

part), Montenegro. It was organized with the

financial support of the Federal Republic of

Germany, Austria and Republic of Croatia and

was executed in the official languages of the

Parties to the Agreement. During both the

theoretical and practical part simultaneous

translation into English was provided. The

Course was conducted with the assistance of

lecturers and speakers from Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Federal Republic of Germany,

Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Republic of

Croatia and OSCE.

The purpose of this Course was to instruct
participants how to successfully perform their duties

as inspectors and/or escorts pursuant to the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control and to

establish a common understanding of the Agreement
in order to foster mutual trust and confidence as well

as transparency in the course of inspections.

The objectives of the Course were:

• To inform and educate the participants about the
General Framework Agreement for Peace in BA (Dayton
Peace Accords), with a particular focus on the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control

• To train the participants in the role of inspectors and
escorts within the framework of the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control.

The Course was opened by Colonel Ivan Mašulović,
MoD/Arms Control Inspector, Verification Center of
Montenegro and H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation.

Col Ivan Mašulović – Head of Verification Center of
MoD Montenegro

In his Welcome Speech Colonel Mašulović thanked all the
participants for their attendance in this Course and
participation. thanked the Director of RACVIAC,He
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, as well as the
entire RACVIAC team, headed by Mr. Predrag Omrčen, for
their great efforts and enthusiasm as well as dedication,
which were jointly invested in order to successfully
implement this activity.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director,
highlighted the current security challenges in our
environment. Ambassador Grigorie stressed that the
Agreement has been a very significant instrument of
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confidence and security building in the region as well as a
means of reinforcing stability. As a result the Course, being
one of the most important annual events of RACVIAC, also
makes a significant contribution to regional stability,
transparency and trust, he underlined.

Ambassador Grigorie also thanked the Ministry of
Defence of Montenegro for the support it has

provided in the organization of the practical phase of
the Course and the Federal Republic of Germany,

Republic of Austria and Republic of Croatia for their
contribution.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

This was fo l lowed by speeches given by the
representatives of the signatory countries and OSCE, i.e.,
Mr Momir Brajić, Head of Department for NATO and PfP in
the MoD of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr Miloš Jončić,
Minister Counsellor, MFA of the Republic of Serbia, Ms
Svjetlana Šimičić, Head of Arms Control Division in the
Croatian Verification Centre, MoD of Republic of Croatia,
Mr Miloš Nikolić, Director of the Directorate for the OSCE
and Council of Europe, MFA of the Republic of Montenegro,
and Mr Shawn DeCaluwe, Chief, FSC Support Unit/Conflict
Prevention Centre OSCE.

Course participants

The representatives of the signatory countries provided
the preconditions for the Agreement, views and political
background concerning the history and development of
the Agreement and the phases of its implementation in the
process of confidence and security building measures in
the region. Although some challenges were faced in the
process, the Agreement is still in use thanks to the clear
political commitment of all sides. In addition, the “panel”
finished with the Lessons Learned and possible way
forward and sharing of experience.

Mr Shawn DeCaluwe also addressed the participants in
regards to the role of the OSCE when it comes to the
implementation of the Agreement. He presented the work
of the OSCE, both in general in ensuring stability and
confidence building and in regards to its role in the Article
IV implementation process. Mr DeCaluwe stressed the
importance of transparency and dialogue to prevent any
kind of conflict while touching on the differences between
Dayton and other instruments in building confidence and
security. He also informed the participants about the
structure, mandate and activities of the Conflict
Prevention Centre (CPC).

The next topic concerned the Annual Exchange of
Information and was covered by LTC Frank Gillisen from the
Bundeswehr Verification Center (BwVC). He introduced the
participants to the command organization and personnel
of the armed forces, objects of inspection, declared sites,
location of armaments, changes in organizational
structures and all formats of notifications.

The first day of the Course ended with the Protocol on
Reduction, Protocol on Existing Types (POET), presented
by Col Radivoje Radović, Head of the Department for
Military History and Tradition of Montenegro.

The second day started with the Protocols on Inspections
covering sections one to five of the Agreement. Protocols
on Inspection – sections one to three explained all issues
regarding the basic definitions, general obligations, pre-

Group Photo
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The event continued with the Protocol on Inspection-
Sections six to ten by a lecturer with integration of OSCE
guest observers during the Inspections. Through the
Protocol on Inspection - Sections six to seven participants
were afforded explanations on all activities about the
conduct of an inspection and how to develop the
Inspection Report. At the end of the second day the
participants were divided into two groups as inspection
and escort teams. The day was finalized with the
preparation for the training inspection.

On the third working day the first part of the practical part
was executed. A training inspection was carried out by the
participants supported by the lecturers on the premises of
the Barracks “Golubovci” in Podgorica. During the training
inspection the whole process of inspection (preparation,
execution and debriefing) was demonstrated and
practiced. The participants were able to take part in,
observe and ask questions at all points of the training. The
Inspection Report and Debriefing was carried out by
participants under the supervision of lecturers. On the way
back to Budva, MoD of Montenegro organized a cultural
programme for the participants. They visited King Nikola's
Museum in Cetinje and were informed about the rich
history of Montenegro.

Conduct of an inspection

The last day of practical work was planned to be carried
out in the barracks of the 1st Infantry Battalion in
Danilovgrad. As during the previous day, albeit in changed
roles, all participants once again went through the same
process.

In his Closing Speech Deputy RADM Stipanović
expressed pride that RACVIAC has conducted 28
Dayton Article IV Orientation Courses so far and

trained more than 550 military officers over the last
24 years.

Distribution of certificates by RADM Stipanović

Furthermore, he thanked the hosts, the representatives of
the Arms Control Verification Center of the Ministry of
Defence of Montenegro, who made a huge effort and
showed exceptional hospitality and professional attitude
towards the participants of the Course.

inspection requirements, practical examples based on the
experience of a lecturer while the Protocol on Inspection-
Sections four to five gave info about notification of intent
to inspect, preparation of an inspection, timeline planning
and procedures at the point of entry/exit.

He also pointed out the significance of having so many
participants from the countries which are not signatories
of the Dayton Agreement and outside the region.

Participants as well as lecturers were highly motivated
during the entire Course thus contributing to its
conspicuous success.

The was closed by an evaluation and a brief ClosingCourse
ceremony in the military barracks in Danilovgrad in which
the participants were given certificates of successful
completion of the Course. The certificates were
distributed by Deputy Director of RACVIAC, RADM Predrag
Stipanović.
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Distribution of certificates by RADM Stipanović

The Course was attended by 53 participants, lecturers,
speakers and RACVIAC staff. The participants came from
the Republic of Albania (1), Bosnia and Herzegovina (5),
Republic of Croatia (5), French Republic (2), Federal
Republic of Germany (2), Italian Republic (1), Montenegro

Course Participants

Closing Session, RADM Predrag Stipanović,
RACVIAC Deputy Director

(6), OSCE (1), Republic of Serbia (5), North Macedonia (1),
South Korea (1), BACA (3), the Kingdom of the Netherlands
(1), DTRA/US (6), Kingdom of Spain (1), Hellenic Republic
(1), Slovakia (1), and RACVIAC (10). It lasted four days and
consisted of a theoretical and a practical part.
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Opening Remarks

RegionalNuclearSecurityCooperation
Initiative InsiderThreatsRoundtable
26-27 March 2024, Rakitje, Croatia

The aim of this Roundtable was to bring together experts,
professionals, and stakeholders in the nuclear industry to
discuss and share insights about the critical importance of
addressing insider threats and ultimately support partner
countries in developing, implementing, and maintaining
systems and measures to mitigate against insider threats
in the field of nuclear security. This two-day event was
conducted through a variety of presentation sessions,
insider threat mitigation case studies, capstone interactive
exercise and sharing of national experiences and good
practices through facilitated discussions.

This event came to fruition with the support of an
expert lecturer Mr. Robert Kimball Larsen from the

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and
speakers from Romania and Serbia.

The Roundtable was opened by H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC and Ms.
Malinda Devaney, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA). Ms.

Malinda Devaney expressed special thanks to everyone
participating in the Insider Threats Roundtable and her
sincere gratitude to RACVIAC. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie stated that the “Insider Threats
Roundtable” is not just a conference but a crucial platform
where we converge to address one of the most significant
challenges in our world today. He expressed deepest
gratitude to the partners, U.S. DOE, for understanding the
gravity of their collective mission and expressed his
appreciation to all of the speakers and participants.

Ms. Malinda Devaney, U.S. DOE, National Nuclear Security
Administration (NNSA)

In line with their ongoing collaborative initiative

aimed at bolstering regional cooperation on

security of nuclear material and facilities in South

East Europe, RACVIAC - Centre for Security

Cooperation and the United States Department of

Energy (DOE) – International Nuclear Security

Program (INS) convened the Insider Threats

Roundtable from 26th to 27th March in RACVIAC,

Rakitje.
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Participants

On Day one the first session was led by Mr. Vlad
Simionescu, Head of Physical Protection at IFIN-HH,
Romania, who provided insights into the "IFIN-HH Physical
Protection System". Thereafter, Mr. Miloš Mladenović,
Head of Department for Nuclear Security at Nuclear
Facilities of Serbia, elaborated on the following topic:
“Nuclear security self-assessment implementation - PC
NFS experience" in the subsequent 908 Debrief session.
The following sessions were all led by the principal
lecturer, Mr. Robert Kimball Larsen from the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, who first shared his
expertise on the "Nuclear Security Infrastructure Power
Program and Order of Operations", shedding light on
crucial infrastructure aspects. Furthermore, Mr. Larsen
introduced participants to the "Shapash Nuclear Research
Institute (SNRI)" which served as a hypothetical facility and
was used all throughout the activity for the participants'
exercise. During his first session Mr. Larsen reminded the
participants that the key to success is also the importance
of international cooperation, which is, at the same time,
one of the main aims of this very initiative. Throughout the
day Mr. Larsen continued to contribute significantly
covering topics such as "Insider Threat Definition and
Motivation", "Target Identification – Unauthorized Removal
and Sabotage" and "Insider Threat Characterization". His
presentations were accompanied by engaging exercises
aimed at practical application and skill enhancement.

Mr. Robert Kimball Larsen commenced the second day
with the daily overview and discussion about the previous
day, setting the stage for informed discussions and
reflections. He then delved into "Protection of Nuclear
Security Systems" providing insights into safeguarding
critical systems against potential threats. In continuation
Mr. Larsen explored the "System Evaluation", shedding

light on the methodologies to assess the effectiveness and
vulnerabilities of security systems. The participants also
had the chance to be a part of an engaging exercise that
was the last one in the activity, led by Mr. Larsen, focusing
on "Abrupt Theft/Sabotage". Following the exercise the
participants reconvened after lunch to delve into "System
Improvements" with Mr. Larsen guiding discussions on
enhancing security measures. The final presentation was
dedicated to "SNRI Scenario Improvements" where Mr.
Larsen provided insights into refining scenarios to
enhance preparedness and response strategies.

The day culminated with a discussion about the next steps
led by Mr. Casey B. Cole, International Security Adviser at
DOE / Y-12, and Mr. Charles Streeper, Europe Regional
Deputy Lead at DOE, INS/LANL. This session served as a
platform for collaborative planning and strategizing for
future endeavours in nuclear security. During this session
the US DOE Team pointed out the INS Nine Discipline Areas
that correlate with the joint vision and provided the
participants with the chance to express which topical
areas are their priority. At the end of this session the US
DOE Team stressed once again how important it is to
participate in regional cooperation.

The Roundtable concluded with a Closing Session,
featuring addresses and remarks from Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC – Centre
for Security Cooperation, and Ms. Malinda Devaney, US
Department of Energy.

They reiterated the importance of collective efforts
in advancing nuclear security initiatives and

emphasized that as we collectively strive for a
secure and stable world, addressing and mitigating
insider threats stands as a pivotal imperative in our

pursuit of global nuclear security. Ambassador
Grigorie referred to the fact that being an

Ambassador for many years he could assure that
constant vigilance, and fostering a strong

international collaborative effort, are imperative in
achieving this goal.

The Insider Threats Roundtable proved to be a resounding
success. The first argument supporting that is the number,
variety and expertise of participants that came from all
over the region and beyond. The Roundtable was attended
by 44 representatives of 11 countries and their respective
institutions. Another argument in favour and one of the
main findings of this activity was that although the topic of
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the Roundtable revolves around the secretive nature of
nuclear systems the participants, representatives of many
countries, successfully managed to come up with valuable
new ideas and possible solutions together and were willing
to share them with their colleagues from different
countries. They proved to understand the gravity of the
collective mission for the region and showed eagerness to
stay in touch and help each other even after the activity
ended.

The Regional Nuclear Security Cooperation
Initiative effectively united participants from Albania

(4), Bosnia and Herzegovina (3), Croatia (12),
Hungary (2), Kosovo* (3), Montenegro (4), North

Macedonia (2), Poland (1), Romania (8), Serbia (4),
and Republic of Türkiye (1).

Group Photo

*  This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)
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SSG Mario DUGAČ started working in RACVIAC Service Branch in January 2024 as a Driver. Mr Dugač
joined the Croatian Armed Forces in 2006. Before starting his tour of duty in RACVIAC he was a member of
the Support Command for 12 years.

He is 38 years old, married and has one child.

Ms Katarina Gabriela GRBIĆ joined RACVIAC on January 29th, 2024, as an internship trainee as a part of
her graduate studies and has been contributing to the Security Sector Governance (SSG) Pillar.

Katarina holds a Bachelor's degree in International Relations and Diplomacy and has earned a Master's
degree in Crisis Management. Her research thesis focused on the role of military diplomacy and military
force in the resolution of international conflicts. In addition, she is currently pursuing a second Master's
degree at the University Department of Forensic Sciences in Split, specializing in forensics and national
security. Her enduring interest in security studies has been deeply rooted in her personal background as
she comes from a family of war veterans.Growing up surrounded by stories of sacrifice and the impact of
military service, she developed a strong connection with Croatia and its military history. Witnessing the
dedication of her family members inspired a passion for understanding the complexities of security
dynamics.

She is proficient in Croatian, Czech and English. Apart from her academic pursuits, she has a passion for
sports.

MAJ Željko POLČIĆ has been seconded by the Croatian Ministry of Defence to RACVIAC – Centre for
Security Cooperation in February 2024 as the Chief of Service Branch.

He graduated from the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Zagreb in 2003. He has been a
member of the Croatian Armed Forces (CAF) since 1991, where he was commissioned as a Veterinary
Inspection Platoon Commander. He was later assigned to the Brigade Commander Group as a Veterinary
Officer and HQ Staff Officer. During his tenure in the CAF he took part in three international United Nations
(UN) missions. He served as a UN Military Observer during two tours in Western Sahara and one in India and
Pakistan. Additionally, he was seconded at the Joint Logistics Centre as a Transport and Supply Officer in
Mission HQ.

MAJ Polčić has a son and two daughters. He enjoys traveling, fishing, sports and listening to music.

MAJ Ivan DEBAK has been seconded to RACVIAC by the Croatian MoD as an Operations Manager. He
started his professional career in the Ministry of Defence, Croatian Armed Forces, 1st Brigade “Tigrovi” as a
private in 2005. After successful completion of a civilian University he was sent to the Croatia Military
Academy to Basic Officers' School and become an officer. He continued his military career and executed
duties of PLT Commander, Company Executive Officer, Company Commander and the BN Operations
Branch Head. Upon gaining experience in maneuver units he served in the International Military Operations
Centre “Josip Briški” and General Staff in different positions. MAJ Debak successfully completed the USA
Advanced Officer Military School and is currently attending the USA Staff College. During his career he was
deployed three times in Operations and Missions in Afghanistan, Lithuania and Poland, serving as Company
Commander and Operations Officer.

MAJ Debak graduated in traffic science at the Faculty of Traffic Science at the University of Zagreb. He is
married, has one child and lives in Zagreb. Extreme sports-related hobbies are his passion.

MSG Marijo ŽUPANOVIĆ started working in RACVIAC on 15th March 2024 as a Driver/Admin in the Service
Branch.He has been in the army since 1993 and has worked in the Honour Guard of the President of the
Republic until 2019 after which he joined the HQ of the armed forces.MSG Županović graduated from the
school for mechanical technicians and in 1999 he graduated from the basic NCO school. He graduated
from the advanced NCO school in 2001.

He is a father of a 16-year-old girl and a 13-year-old boy. Football and cycling are his hobbies.
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After four years of dedicated service in RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation we marked the
end of the term of yet another of our friends and colleagues, . He joinedLTC Ivica DŽELALIJA
RACVIAC in February 2020 as Chief of Service Branch. With his experience and ways of building
good contact networks during his mandate and dedicated service he contributed immensely to
RACVIAC.On the occasion of his farewell LTC Dželalija addressed his colleagues in a speech and
thanked RACVIAC staff for the fruitful and enriching experience during his four-year tenure in the
Organization. H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, used the-
occasion to thank LTC Dželalija for his professionalism and hard work. On behalf of RACVIAC
personnel Ambassador Grigorie wished him the best of luck and happiness in his new role as well as
in private life, and conveyed the hope that his time in RACVIAC will be a major asset in achieving
those goals. The staff at RACVIAC is incredibly appreciative of Ivica's professionalism and the
positive relationships he has fostered. It was really easy to work with him as for him there were
always challenges rather than obstacles on the way. His experience and ability to create a strong
network of contacts allowed him to make a significant contribution to RACVIAC.This was also the
opportunity to congratulate LTC Dželalija on his new position within the Croatia Armed Forces and
wish him luck during his new mandate.

Ms Julia TOKIĆ ended her three-and-a-half month internship in RACVIAC in February 2024. She
served as an Intern in RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation Countering Transnational
Security Threats (CTST) Pillar from 20th November 2023 to 1st March 2024 with a view to gaining
relevant experience in an international organization dealing with security and defence issues in
South-Eastern Europe.During her stay in RACVIAC she proved to be a creative and solution-
oriented person. Besides being very cooperative and supportive, Ms Tokić is a take-charge person
who is able to present creative ideas and communicate the benefits. It has been a great pleasure to
meet and work with her especially because of her amazingly positive attitude and eagerness to
learn. Thanking her for dedicated service and friendship RACVIAC employees wish her all the best
in completing her studies, future career as well as her private life!

After two-and-a-half years of committed service at RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, LTC
Tihana K Kunák ORŠIĆ has concluded her role as Operations Manager in the Support to
Management Department. During her tenure LTC Kunák Koršić made significant contributions to
the Organization, drawing upon her extensive experience from the Armed Forces of the Republic
of Croatia. She demonstrated exceptional motivation, working with remarkable autonomy,
efficiency, and effectiveness. Known for her adept teamwork and collegiality, she consistently
fulfilled her responsibilities to the benefit of our Organization and its Members. We are extremely
grateful to her for her highly professional approach to work and her friendly attitude towards
colleagues. Thanking her for her professional commitment and friendship RACVIAC staff wishes
her all the best in her new position in the Croatian Armed Forces and in her personal life too.

After two years of service in RACVIAC we bade farewell to our colleague . HeMSG Ivica ZELJAK
joined RACVIAC in March 2022 as a Driver/Administrator (Service Branch). He has been a member
of the Croatian Armed Forces since 01 June 1991 and has served in several of its units as a driver
(Defence Policy Inspectorate, Honor Guard Battalion, Croatian Military Academy, General Staff
Support Unit and the Split Operative Zone). We extend our gratitude to him for his contribution in
supporting the Organization and facilitating the smooth execution of RACVIAC activities. Not only
was he a valuable member of our staff but he also demonstrated remarkable helpfulness and
courtesy towards his colleagues. Expressing appreciation for his professional dedication and
friendship, we send our best wishes for success in his personal life and in his future military career
as he transitions to his new position within the Croatia Armed Forces.

Ms Katarina Gabriela GRBIĆ ended her internship in RACVIAC in March 2024. She served as an
Intern in Security Sector Governance Pillar with a view to gaining relevant experience in an
international organization dealing with security and defence issues in South-Eastern Europe.
During the time spent in RACVIAC she demonstrated a high level of eagerness in all her tasks, in
preparing activities and coordinating their implementation. Furthermore, she was quick to
volunteer to assist other colleagues in the logistical and administrative preparation of the Centre's
activities. After more than two months we said goodbye to her and wished her all the best in the
future both privately as well as in her prospective workplace. It was really pleasant working with
her, and she performed all of the tasks entrusted to her on time and with ease. Katarina, we hope
that the time spent in RACVIAC was beneficial for you, that you learned something from your older
colleagues and that you will be able to apply what you have gained in your future work. Good luck!
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Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


