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50t MAG Meeting
!]eld in RAGVIAG

d Y
Opening the 50th MAG

The 50th Meeting of the RACVIAC Steering body MAG,
Multinational Advisory Group, which gathered the
representatives of Members and Associate Members, took
place on 12th October 2023 in RACVIAC.

The Meeting was organized under the chairmanship of Serbia
and was chaired by Colonel Nebojsa Svjetlica, MAG
Chairperson, Head of International Military Cooperation
Department in the Ministry of Defence of Serbia.

COL Nebagjsa Svjetlica, MAG Chairperson and
H.E. Constantin - Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC

After the Opening and Adoption of the Agenda, RACVIAC
Director H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie gave a
brief presentation on the Director's Interim Report and
thanked all MAG countries, International organizations, other
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participants and partners for outstanding support and
cooperation: “l want to express my deepest gratitude to all
of you for your unwavering dedication, your tireless
efforts, and your commitment to our Organization.”

He pointed out that he is deeply honored to stand in front
of MAG POCs and address them for the first time in his new
capacity as the Director of RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation and he looked back on the pastyear: “In 2023
we continued to provide support to the region in the
process of implementation of relevant treaties and
instruments by means of supporting the development of
national policies and strategies and their implementation
plans. Strengthening national and regional defence and
security capacities in key sectors, as well as the EU
requirements in achieving the goal of full membership in
European and Euro-Atlantic structures is the best way to
preserve stability and security in the region.”

H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie also
emphasized that RACVIAC and its staff have managed to
carry out all of the tasks set before them by the MAG and
fulfiled RACVIAC mission: “Thus, in terms of Programme
implementation, until today we executed 14 activities,
covering the implementation of topics outlined in RACVIAC
Strategy 2021-2026 in our four areas of interest.”

He then praised the efforts put in the organisation of new
long-term projects in line with RACVIAC Strategic goals
and Programme guidelines 2021-2026. Through these
projects RACVIAC intends to continue supporting its
Members in the face of the most emergent threats to
regional security. “In that regard, US DOE has extended the
contract, offering us their support for “Advancing Nuclear
Security in SEE” project until the end of 2025.
Furthermore, RACVIAC and University of Split, Department
for Forensic Sciences, have developed a five-year Project
titled “Improving Security Governance through
Implementation of Forensic Science in State Institutions
and Agencies”, he stressed.

RACVIAC efforts as animportant international organization
in SEE in further strengthening and enhancing regional
cooperation were also welcomed in the Joint Statements
ofthe DCHODs (Deputy Chiefs of Defence) during the 2023
SEDM Meeting held in Rome, Italy. More precisely, RACVIAC
has been invited to participate in the SEDM Ministerial
Meeting, which is taking place at the end of November in
Ankara. Another significant way of expanding the visibility
of RACVIAC is the participation in the DECI (Defence
Cooperation Initiative) meeting held in Zagreb where there
was an opportunity to present RACVIAC work and engage
in bilateral talks for the purpose of increasing involvement
and contribution of DECI members in the activities of
RACVIAC.

RACVIAC Director also used the opportunity to thank the
previous Deputy, Major General Slaven Zdilar, for his
dedicated work and enthusiasm invested in the
preparation of RACVIAC projects and presented him with a
certificate of appreciation. Later on he wished a warm
welcome to his successor Rear Admiral Predrag
Stipanovi¢, whose rich experience in previous positions
will undoubtedly be of added value to RACVIAC. “Let's not
forget the other permanent representatives of RACVIAC
staff, who have tirelessly worked behind the scenes to
make RACVIAC vision a reality”, he added.

Handing out of the Certificate of Appreciation to MG Slaven Zdilar

Ambassador Grigore thanked all RACVIAC Members who
have their representatives in RACVIAC, as well as Hungary,
Associate Member, represented with its secondee working
as a member of its staff as well as the host country,
Republic of Croatia, for having the largest representation
in its staff and providing exceptional support in terms of
infrastructure and all other forms of assistance.

He concluded important points of his Interim Report with
the following words: “Together we have achieved much,
and | am confident that our collective efforts will continue
to make a positive impact on regional and global security. |
assure you that | will continue to do my best in order that
this Centre, which has a vital place in the region, continues
to successfully carry out its tasks and mission. | encourage
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all of you to actively participate in our discussions, share
your insights, and engage in constructive dialogue. The
strength of RACVIAC lies in the diversity of perspectives
and the willingness of our Members, as well as our
Associate Members, Observers and participants to work
together for the common good.”

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda, RACVIAC Programme
Managers presented the Programme for 2024. This
session was aimed at providing detailed information about
the proposed Programme for 2024.

Furthermore, Lieutenant Colonel Tihana Kunak Korsic,
RACVIAC Operations Manager, provided information on
the implementation of the organizational structure and
gave a brief overview of the current RACVIAC personnel
situation.

In addition, Mr Tin Kljucari¢, Chief of Admin & Finance,
presented detailed information on RACVIAC Budget for
2023 as well as the draft Budget plan for 2024. Budget
projections for 2025-2026 and a New Travel Policy were
also presented.

Following this presentation Col NebojSa Svjetlica
emphasized that staffing RACVIAC with qualified personnel
is the key to success and reminded that MAG considered
this to be a responsibility of its highest consideration and
that the “principle of regional ownership” shall be reflected
in a regionally balanced staffing of RACVIAC. “Accordingly,
all Members shall be represented in RACVIAC with at least
oneindividual”, he concluded.

MAG POC Participants
The topic of the nomination of the new MAG Chairperson
for the period 2023/2024 was tackled. With regard to the
34th MAG Conclusions on the alphabetical order principle
for Members in the nomination procedure for the MAG
Chairperson the Republic of Turkiye was invited to send
information on its nominee for this position. Thus, MAG
Secretariat received a nomination from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tlrkiye wherein
Ambassador ilhan Saygilis, Director General for the

Balkans and Central Europe, is being nominated for the
position of MAG during the next twelve months.

Mr Svjetlica congratulated Ambassador Saygilis on
assuming MAG Chairmanship, the second MAG
Chairmanship for Tlrkiye and closed the 50th MAG
Meeting thanking all the participants for their engagement
and contribution.

MAG expressed its gratitude to Serbia for the excellent job
done during the MAG Chairmanship during the last twelve
months as well as to Mr Svjetlica for her exceptional
performance as the MAG Chairperson during the last two
MAG Meetings.

Handing out of the Crystal Plaque to Mr Nebojsa Svjetlica

Following the Adoption of Conclusions, RACVIAC Director
gave a crystal plaque to Colonel NebojSa Svjetlica as a sign
of gratitude for his Chairmanship of the MAG in
2022/2023. Col Svjetlica presented RACVIAC Director with
aplaque of appreciation of the Republic of Serbia.

The next MAG Meeting will be held in the Republic of
Tarkiye in April 2024. The Republic of Turkiye will consider
the proposed date and confirm the exact date and venue
ofthe next MAG Meeting in due course oftime. @
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RACVIAC Management attended 11 Defence Cooperation
Initiative (DEGI) Ghiefs of Defence (CHODS) Meeting

Group Photo

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail
Grigorie attended Defence Cooperation Initiative (DECI)
Chiefs of Defence (CHODs) Meeting. He was accompanied
by Deputy Director RADM Predrag Stipanovi¢. The
Conference took place at the Croatian Defence Academy
Conference Center on 4th October 2023. in Zagreb,
Croatia.

DECI (Defence Cooperation Initiative) is a political-military
initiative, founded in 2012 in order to promote cooperation

among countries in the vicinity of the Adriatic Sea (Albania,
Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Italy, Montenegro and Slovenia),
to foster the definition of shared military policy for security
and defence and to contribute to stability, security and
growing prosperity of the region. This year's event was
hosted by the Croatian Armed Forces, and the meeting was
moderated and chaired together with the Italian Armed
Forces. During this event North Macedonia officially
became a new DECI member.

The Conference consisted of 3 Panels, namely: “Regional
Security and Stability“, “Capacity Building, Training and
Cooperation Opportunity” and “DECI Involvement in
International Organizations”.

Upon the invitation of Admiral Robert Hranj, Chief of the
General Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces, RACVIAC
Director had an opportunity to address the CHODs,
present RACVIAC as organization and share his thoughts
and views on the current situation and challenges as part
of the 3rd Panel. He also used the opportunity to hold
several bilateral meetings with CHODs in which he
emphasized the importance of RACVIAC - Centre for
Security Cooperation for promoting security cooperation
and dialogue in the SEE region and sought an opportunity
to foster collaboration in RACVIAC activities. @

715t Meeting of the Sub-Regional Consultative Commission
of the Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control

RACVIAC representative, Mr. Predrag Omrcen, CSE Pillar
Activity Coordinator, participated in the 71st Meeting of
the Sub-Regional Consultative Commission of the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control in accordance
with the conclusions of the 35th Meeting of the Permanent
Working Group of the Sub-Regional Consultative
Commission of the Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms
Control.

The Meeting took place in Hofburg Palace, Vienna, AT on
11th and 12th October 2023. On behalf of the Presidency
of the Republic of Serbia the Meeting was organized by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Defence of
the Republic of Serbia.

Over the two working days the States Parties discussed
inspections carried out during the first six months of 2023
and the adoption of Parties'inspection quotasin 2024.

All member parties agreed on the Croatian and OSCE
proposal regarding the project “Establishing Digital
Archives of the Agreement on the Dayton Article IV”.

In addition, Mr. Predrag Omrcen introduced the States
Parties to the Agreement and members of the contact
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group (Italy, Russia, USA, France, Germany) to annual
RACVIAC activities and agreement on the Dayton Article IV
Orientation Course in 2024 which is planned to be
conducted in Montenegro.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation has played an
important role in supporting the overall implementation of
the Agreement by providing relevant practical trainings
and courses.

Representatives of the Republic of Germany and France
openly supported RACVIAC activities and they pointed out
that RACVIAC is a key point for Security Cooperation in SE
Europe.

At the end of the meeting the four States Parties agreed on
promotional activities and modalities for
improving/modernizing the implementation of the
Agreement. @

Meeting Hall

RACVIAC Representative visited the Airbase and

Military Facility in Hungary

[ ]

Visit to Military Facilities

On October 9-12, 2023 Hungarian Defence Forces,
Defence Staff, J3 Arms Control Branch organized a visit to
an air base and military facility, and a demonstration of new
types of major weapon and equipment systems according
to the Vienna Document 2011 on Confidence- and
Security- building Measures.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation was
represented by LTC Nikola Suhi¢, Activity Manager in SSG
Pillar.

During the event the participants paid a visit to the military
airport 101st Air Wing in Kecskemet and 1st Armored
Brigade in Tata. They had an opportunity to get an insight
into the daily life of the airbase/barracks and the major
weapon/equipment systems JAS-39 Gripen, Ejder Yalcin
“GIDRAN” and KF-41 “Lynx” were presented to them as
well.

The highlights of the visits were the impressive dynamic
displays in which flight activities that included a helicopter
and a tactical exercise (live shooting presentation) were
conducted.

The official part of the visit closed with the evaluation, the
gift exchange and, finally, an Official dinner.

The event was considered a great example of a proper
interpretation of the confidence and security building
measures contained in VD-11. Due to the preparedness
and the professional approach of the Hungarian military
personnel it was an excellent representation of the spirit of
the document, openness and transparency.

RACVIAC is thankful for the invitation to participate in this
event as well as for the hospitality and regular attendance
of the representatives of Hungary in our activities.
Hopefully, this cooperation will continue or develop even
further. @
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RACVIAC celehrates its 23™ Anniversary
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RACVIAC Employees

On October 20, 2023, RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation marksits 23rd anniversary!

Over the past 23 years, RACVIAC has played a crucial role
in promoting peace, stability and cooperation in the
region. From organizing roundtables, conferences and
workshops to hosting courses and exercises, RACVIAC has
been at the forefront of fostering dialogue and
understanding among the countries of South East Europe.
We are proud to be a part of this community that is
dedicated to building a safer and more secure world for all.

The anniversary of RACVIAC and our joint achievements
during the past 23 years were a justifiable cause for
celebration, and we took the opportunity to mark it
appropriately. RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Constantin
— Mihail Grigorie addressed the employees with
appropriate words and emphasized that, regardless of the
fact that most of the staff rotates, it is the people who make
RACVIAC successful in achieving its mission of

encouraging dialogue and cooperation in the region of
South-Eastern Europe! Without RACVIAC employees'
commitment the achievement of RACVIAC mission couldn't
be possible, Ambassador Grigorie stressed.

We would also like to take this opportunity to express our
true gratitude to all Members, Associate Members,
Observers and partners for outstanding and significant
support and desire for knowledge and cooperation over
the last 23 years.

In addition, we would like to thank all our experts and
participants who have significantly assisted us in the
organization and execution of our Programme of activities,
thereby enabling us to address more effectively diverse
security challenges. Without you, our work wouldn't make
sense.

Happy anniversary, RACVIAC, and looking forward to many
more! @

Konrad Adenauer Foundation Delagation

pai a visit to RAGVIAC

A Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) delegation, led by
Alexander Beribes, Head of the KAS Berlin Directorate for
the Western Balkans and Southeast Europe visited
RACVIAC on 24th October 2023. Mr Beribes was
accompanied by Mr Holger Haibach, Head of the KAS
office in Croatia and Slovenia, and Anita Sakié, Project
Manager at KAS office in Croatia and Slovenia.

Their hosts were RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin Mihail Grigorie, Deputy Director RADM Predrag
Stipanovi¢ and LTC Nikola Suhi¢, Activity Manager in
RACVIAC SSG Pillar.

The delegation was presented with RACVIAC mission,
history and ongoing projects, emphasizing the pivotal role
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it plays in promoting security and stability
in the region. The meeting provided an
opportunity to discuss the deep-rooted
cooperation between KAS and RACVIAC,
recognizing the foundation's key role as
one of RACVIAC longest and respected
partners. Our upcoming activity, RACVIAC
flagship event “Conference on Security
Challenges for Europe,” organized by [
RACVIAC with the support of KAS, is an §
excellent example of the successful
collaboration.

One of the standout aspects of the
meeting was the consensus among
RACVIAC Members, Associate Members,
and Observers, and it was praised as it ®
continues to flourish despite differences
among countries. This harmonious
working environment, where all parties
come together for a common goal, is a rarity in today's
international landscape and precisely what reflects the
success of RACVIAC mission.

Both RACVIAC and KAS expressed their satisfaction with
their existing cooperation and shared a similar vision for
the future direction of their partnership. KAS confirmed its
involvement in the “Building Integrity” initiative in Security
Sector Governance (SSG) Pillar, scheduled for next year.

Meeting Participants

KAS representatives proposed that in spring 2024, during
the official visit of the RACVIAC delegation to Germany, a
working meeting be held in KAS.

This visit of the KAS delegation reaffirmed the strong bond
between the two organizations and their dedication to the
common goal of promoting security, stability, and
cooperationintheregion. @

RACVIAG representatives attended the
8™ ZAGREB SECURITY FORUM 2023

Strategic security environment
and NATO's perspectives in
developing effective strategic
communication (2014-2022)

G

Panel Discussion

RACVIAC representatives RADM Predrag Stipanovic, LTC
Arta Driza and LTC Nikola Suhi¢ attended the Zagreb
Security Forum 2023 “Transatlantic Cooperation and New
Security Architecture” organized on 20 and 21 October
2023 at the University of Defence and Security “Dr. Franjo
Tudman”in Zagreb, Croatia.

The event was organized by the Hybrid Warfare Research
Institute in partnership with the University of Defense and
Security “Franjo Tudman” (Croatia), Bar-llan University
(Israel), Konrad Adenauer Foundation (Office for Croatia
and Slovenia), Research Institute for European and
American Studies (Greece) and the International
Intelligence History Association (Germany), and supported
by the NATO Science for Peace and Security Programme.
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It gathered over 140 recognized domestic and foreign
experts in the field of national and international security
from 28 EU and NATO members.

The emphasis of this year's Forum was on transatlantic
cooperation and new security challenges, the need for
strategic thinking and dealing with modern and future
challenges, in order to effectively counter the hybrid
threats of the 21st century. In this context, it is necessary
to analyze the effectiveness of the existing security
architecture and its reaction to the challenges and risks we
have been facing in the last decade and to raise awareness
about the early recognition of the spread of
misinformation that can cause violent actions against the
value system, the possibility of understanding and coping
with existing and future climate changes, which lead to
serious negative influences in numerous societies and
countries.

High-ranking officials and employees from NATO, Israel's
Bar-llan University and other international institutions
gave presentations with special emphasis on complex
forms of hybrid threats to societies in NATO allies and EU
member states, climate change, deep analysis of Russian
aggression on Ukraine, Strategic Communication and
Crisis Management, the role of Technology and R&D in
early detection and prevention of Hybrid Threats in 21st
century conflicts and wars, and the concept of and role of
Strategic Culture in a hybrid threat context.

The Zagreb Security Forum is complementary in many
aspects to various RACVIAC activities and represents a
good opportunity for broadening the RACVIAC experts'
network as well as to garner ideas for its activities. ®

HAE\"A[: RBI]I‘BSBIII&IWB ﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂ[l DPPI FLEX 2023 Exercise

Field Exercise

On October 23-27, 2023 the Disaster Preparedness and
Prevention Initiative for South Eastern Europe (DPPI SEE)
organized its first full scale simulation exercise DPPI FLEX
2023.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation was
represented by Ms. Biserka Petrovska, Programme
Manager in CTST Pillar, in the role of observer (25-27
October).

DPPI FLEX 2023 was designed around flood response
operations in Brcko District, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
aimed at testing regional cooperation and interoperability
among the disaster response teams, the cooperation with
incoming international assistance and host nation support,
provision of assessment using unmanned aerial vehicles,
camp management activities, and logistics management
of in-kind assistance in the wide framework of the Union
Civil Protection Mechanism. The specific objective of FLEX
2023 was the application of Sphere (spherestandards.org)
Handbook technical chaptersin camp management.

RACVIAC is thankful for the invitation to participate in this
event. Hopefully, this cooperation will develop in the years
tocome. ®

Amhassador of Georgia to Croatia Visits RACVIAG Director

H.E. Zaal Gogsadze, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Georgia to the Republic
of Croatia, paid a visit to the Director of RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation, H.E. Ambassador Constantin —
Mihail Grigorie on 27th October 2023. The meeting, held at
RACVIAC premises, served as a platform to discuss further
cooperationinthe area of mutual interest.

During the visit Ambassador Gogsadze was presented with
RACVIAC history, mission and vision and Programme of
activities, in order to gain an insight into the work of
RACVIAC. They engaged in a productive dialogue,
underlining the importance of fostering closer ties
between Georgia and RACVIAC, particularly in the areas of
security, defense, and international stability. The meeting
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H.E. Ambassador Zaal Gogsadze and H.E. Ambassador
Constantin — Mihail Grigorie

emphasized the shared commitment of both sides to
enhance regional and global security.

Ambassador Gogsadze praised RACVIAC work and
emphasized the significance of RACVIAC role in promoting
regional stability and welcomed the potential for deeper
involvement and engagement with the Organization.
Ambassador Grigorie reiterated RACVIAC commitment to
facilitating dialogue and cooperation among its Members
to address common security challenges.

The Ambassador of Georgia and Director of RACVIAC
recognized the evolving security challenges and the need
for continued cooperation to address these challenges
effectively.

The visit of the Ambassador of Georgia to Croatia to the
Director of RACVIAC serves as a notable step toward
reinforcing diplomatic ties and enhancing cooperation in
the realm of security and defense. @

RACVIAG hosts a Meeting to hoost visiility and support
for its Programme implementation
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Group Photo

Following the recent initiatives in its efforts to improve
visibility and increase the interest of its Associate
Members and others in participation in the Organization's
activities, RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
hosted a meeting on November 7, 2023 bringing together
Ambassadors, Deputy Heads or representatives of
Diplomatic Missions from Austria, Belgium, the Czech

Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden as well as of the
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Republic of
Croatia and the Representation of the European
Commissionin Croatia.

10
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The meeting provided a valuable opportunity to introduce
the audience to the rich history, objectives, ongoing
activities and future plans of RACVIAC to achieve its
mission to promote regional and international security and
stability through arms control, disarmament, and non-
proliferation efforts.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, used the opportunity to address the guests in his
new capacity as Director of RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation, and to express appreciation for the support
and contribution which Members, Associate Members and
Observers are providing to the work of the Centre and ask
for increased participation in the activities and overall
RACVIAC work. “Bearing in mind the role of RACVIAC as an
internationally recognized institution that plays a vital role
in advancing peace, security, and stability in the region,
this meeting is poised to be an opportunity for increasing
support for the activities of our Organization”, stressed
RACVIAC Director.

Deputy Director of RACVIAC, Rear Admiral Predrag
Stipanovic, followed by Programme Managers and C-WMD

Network Programme Leader provided the audience with
information on the state of affairs in RACVIAC, RACVIAC
projects and main areas of interest. Furthermore, an
invitation was extended to the participants to consider the
possibility of finding topics of interest in RACVIAC 2024
Programme and beyond that could be supported by their
countries, with the overall aim of contributing to the
RACVIAC mission of encouraging security dialogue in SE
Europe in order to increase the quality and participation in
its activities.

The meeting participants welcomed the initiative,
expressing appreciation for RACVIAC work. They
confirmed their readiness to explore and find solutions for
improved involvement in the work of the Centre either by
increasing the number of participants in RACVIAC
activities or by providing support regarding the
implementation of RACVIAC Programme.

Director of RACVIAC thanked the participants for the
attention they are paying to RACVIAC activities and invited
them to remain in contact in order to determine more
concrete steps regarding mutual cooperation. ®

Inaugural Visit of H.E. Mrs. Charlotte van Baak,
Amhassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to RAGVIAC

h_ﬁ llJ"
=1 =, ¢ % 3 3

H.E. Ambassador Charlotte van Baak, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and RADM Predrag Stipanovic¢

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation was honored
to host H.E. Mrs. Charlotte van Baak, the Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands to the Republic of Croatia, on
her inaugural visit to our premises in Rakitje on November
9,2023.

During the visit Ambassador van Baak was warmly
welcomed by RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, and introduced to the
institution's history, mission, vision and ongoing
Programme of activities. The visit aimed to provide
Ambassador van Baak with a comprehensive
understanding of RACVIAC role in promoting regional
security, stability, and Arms Control.

Both Ambassador van Baak and Director Grigorie engaged
in a constructive and insightful dialogue, emphasizing the
importance of strengthening the ties between the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and RACVIAC. The Kingdom of
the Netherlands' previous involvement and support for
RACVIAC activities were also acknowledged and greatly
appreciated.

Ambassador van Baak's visit marked an important step
towards furthering the partnership between the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and RACVIAC. The discussions held
during the visit laid the groundwork for future
collaboration in advancing regional security and Arms
Control efforts. @

"
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Director of RACVIAG attended the Annual Meeting of the
Ministers of Defence of the South-Eastern Europe Defence
Ministerial (SEDM) Process, Ankara, 21-22 November 2023

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation, attended the
Annual South-Eastern Europe Defence Ministerial Meeting
in Ankara, highlighting the crucial role of regional
cooperationin addressing security challenges.

The meeting, hosted by the Turkish Ministry of National
Defence, provided a platform for discussions on pressing
regional security issues.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed gratitude to the Republic
of Tarkiye for its warm hospitality and the dedicated
efforts in organizing the Ministerial.

He commended the Romanian Chairmanship for its
commitment to strengthening SEDM Projects and
promoting the SEDM as a vital platform for regional
security.

Director Grigorie stressed that RACVIAC stays committed
to fostering dialogue and cooperation on security matters
in South-Eastern Europe, emphasizing its priority areas

SEDM

which include Arms Control Regimes, Confidence and
Security Building Measures, Countering Terrorism, C-WMD
Network, Crisis and Natural Disasters Management, Energy
Security and Environmental Issues, the Gender
Perspective and Humanrights and more.

Speaking about the complex and dynamic security
environment Ambassador Grigorie cited the challenges
posed by the war in Ukraine caused by the Russian
aggression and ongoing conflicts in the Middle East,
stressing the need for continuous efforts to promote
peace, security and full respect of international law. He
stressed the importance of collaboration between SEDM
and RACVIAC to ensure a secure and prosperous future for
the region.

Highlighting the close cooperation between RACVIAC and
SEEBRIG (South-Eastern Europe Brigade), RACVIAC
Director mentioned the Gender awareness course
conducted for SEEBRIG HQ, underscoring the practical

L s

Group Photo
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cooperation and shared objectives between the
organizations.

On the sidelines of the SEDM Meeting, Ambassador
Grigorie held a bilateral meeting with H.E. Yasar Gdler,
Minister of National Defense of the Republic of Turkiye.
Director of RACVIAC expressed gratitude for Republic of
Tarkiye's support and engagement in RACVIAC over the
past 23 years and familiarized Minister Guler with RACVIAC
activities.

Minister Guler assured continued active participation,
including financial contributions and seconding of staff.
The upcoming 51st MAG Meeting, which is taking place on
16-18 April 2024 in Istanbul, will be an excellent
opportunity for strengthening of contribution of RACVIAC
to foster dialogue and cooperation on security issues in
the region.

&

o

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and H.E. Ambassador
Mehmet Kemal Bozay, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Ambassador Grigorie also held meetings with H.E.
Ambassador, Mehmet Kemal Bozay, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Saygili, Director General for
the Balkans and Central Europe and the MAG Chairperson,
Director General for International Security Affairs,
Ambassador Oztirk and Deputy Director General for
OSCE, Arms Control and Disarmament, Ms Beskardes
Karagol.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and H.E. Yasar Gliler,
Minister of National Defense of the Republic of Turkiye

During the meetings the importance of the Republic of
Tarkiye, RACVIAC long- standing, reliable partner who
currently holds the MAG Chairmanship was underlined.
The openness to create possibilities to increase its
contribution in the implementation of RACVIAC
Programme was also welcomed.

At the SEDM Meeting RACVIAC Director held talks with the
Minister of Defense of the Republic of Moldova, H.E. Antolie
Nosatii, Deputy Minister of Defence of the Republic of
Bulgaria, Atanas Zapryanov and Undersecretary of State
for Defence of the Italian Republic, Matteo Perego di
Cremnago and discussed these countries' greater
involvement in RACVIAC work.

The most solemn moment of the SEDM Ministerial Meeting
was the approval of Chisinau's membership request and
the ceremony of the signing of the Note of the accession of
the Republic of Moldova as a fully-fledged SEDM Member.

In the Joint Statement the Ministers of Defence of the
SEDM Process welcomed the presence of RACVIAC,
SEESAC and RCC representatives, appreciating their
valuable efforts in enhancing security dialogue and
regional cooperation. @
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VTG on Expanding Gooperation and Parlnal'shm to Support

RAGVIAC Activities

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation has continued
to increase its efforts in fostering security dialogue and
cooperation in SEE and is always ready for and open to
new ideas and furthering meaningful cooperation.

On 28 November 2023 RACVIAC organized the first online
meeting with the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre (E-ARC) in
Romania on security issues of common interestin SEE. The
main focus of the meeting was on the issues regarding
exchange of information and to find out where areas of
common interest are in 2024 in forthcoming RACVIAC
activities.

In his Opening remarks Rear Admiral Predrag Stipanovic,
RACVIAC Deputy Director, shortly explained the intention
and the objectives of this working meeting, stating his
strong will to strengthen the cooperation between
RACVIAC and the E-ARC.

The meeting was followed by short briefings delivered by
the respective organizations. A presentation on RACVIAC
was delivered by LTC Arta Driza, Planning and Liaison

VTC Meeting Participants

Officer for SEE countries while the Euro-Atlantic Resilience
Centre presentation was delivered by Ms. Carola Frey,
Strategic Analysis and Cooperation Department Expert —
Resilience in emerging and disruptive technologies.

Both organizations expressed their conviction that their
activities are complementary and, therefore, decided to
continue with their co-operation, expressing a positive
attitude towards future joint work. E-ARC expressed its
willingness to visit RACVIAC and to start cooperating
actively on future projects. @

H.E. Fahlen Fieschi, Amhassatlm' of France, visited RAGVIAC

! l = e I
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H.E. Ambassador Fabien Fieschi and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie

Upon the invitation of H.E. Ambassador Constantin —
Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Mr. Fabien Fieschi, Ambassador of
the French Republic to the Republic of Croatia, paid a
visitto RACVIAC on Wednesday, November 29,2023.

The meeting, which took place on RACVIAC premises, is
poised to be a pivotal moment in fostering mutual
cooperation and understanding. Ambassador Fieschi was
joined by Colonel Amar Ouali, French Defence Attaché.

The primary agenda of the meeting included a
presentation of RACVIAC history, Programme 2024, past
cooperation with France and areas of possible future
cooperation after which exploring ways to improve
cooperation between RACVIAC and France were
discussed.

RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Grigorie, expressed his
appreciation for the visit and highlighted the importance
of Franco-RACVIAC cooperation in promoting regional
security and stability. France has been a RACVIAC
Associate Member since its inception and over the years
its financial contribution to the Centre has been substantial
and for that it is extremely grateful. Furthermore, France
also seconded staff to RACVIAC, and they are occasional
participants in RACVIAC activities.
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Ambassador Grigorie seized the opportunity to bring to
Ambassador Fieschi's attention the importance of France's
backing up and participation in security dialogue and
cooperation in South East Europe. This may involve
contributing personnel to RACVIAC permanent staff,
making a financial contribution to the RACVIAC Budget's
Programme section, or supplying experts for its initiatives,
he added.

Ambassador Fieschi brought a wealth of experience and
expertise to the table and his presence underscores the
commitment of his government to constructive dialogue
and cooperation. He thanked Ambassador Grigorie for
inviting him to RACVIAC premises and he showed special
interest in activities in RACVIAC Countering Transnational

Security Threats Pillar such as security cooperation, natural
disasters, transnational threats and cyber security.

LTC Ouali also pointed out that after his last visit to RACVIAC
in May of this year he contacted the relevant departments
within the Ministry of Defense of France and received
positive feedback related to increasing cooperation with
RACVIAC. The result of these efforts was seen during the
last few RACVIAC activities, such as the “Arms Control
Symposium”, in which several French participants took part.

Both parties conveyed their commitment to enhance
cooperation through collaborative initiatives, the sharing of
knowledge, and the implementation of exchange programs
inareas and subjects of joint interest. @

Bilateral Meetings held on the occasion of Conventional
Ammunition Management Seminar

Ambassador Constatin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director,
on the occasion of the Conventional Ammunition
Management Seminar 'Developments in Conventional
Ammunition Management: What is New in Policy and
Practice?' conducted 3 courtesy meetings.

Col Stefan Gundlach, who is the recently appointed Head of
the working group for the containment of proliferation of
Small arms and light weapons SALW/Conventional
Ammunition (CA) of the Bundeswehr Verification Center
(BWVC), was a participant of the Seminar.

RACVIAC Director expressed his appreciation for
Germany's ongoing support (both financial and in-kind). He
stated that RACVIAC is open to cooperation with BWVC
regarding the SALW-related workshop that RACVIAC is
planning to organize next year.

During the meeting with Ms Tamara SvirCev (UNDP SEESAC,
Project Analyst — SALW Control), RACVIAC Director
expressed his gratitude to the South Eastern and Eastern
Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and
Light Weapons (SEESAC) for supporting the Conventional
Ammunition Management Seminar with 1 speaker in-
personand 2 online.

RACVIAC highly appreciates SEESAC's efforts to control and
reduce the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light
weapons, facilitate regional cooperation and thus
contribute to enhanced stability, security and development
in South-Eastern and Eastern Europe.

| L
Ms Jovana Carapic, H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie
and Ms Nora Allgaier

He emphasized that RACVIAC would like to strengthen the
cooperation with SEESAC in the future.

Ambassador Grigorie also met with Ms Nora Allgaier (UN
Office for Disarmament Affairs, Political Affairs Officer) and
Ms Jovana Carapi¢ (Geneva International Centre for
Humanitarian Demining's (GICHD) Ammunition
Management Advisory Team (AMAT), Programme Manager),
the co-organizers of the Seminar.

RACVIAC Director expressed his deep appreciation for their
support and their excellent job in the preparatory phase
and during the Seminar as well. He indicated that RACVIAC
would like to continue with this fruitful cooperation in the
framework of a workshop on Small Arms and Light
Weapons, whichis planned to be organizedin 2024. @
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H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie and
H.E. Oleg Tulea, Ambassador of Moldova

On Thursday, November 30th 2023, His Excellency Mr. Oleg
Tulea, Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova to the
Republic of Croatia, was warmly welcomed on RACVIAC
premises. He was invited and hosted by RACVIAC Director,
H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie, to mark this
moment as leading to deeper mutual understanding and
further cooperation. Ambassador Grigorie introduced him
to the history of RACVIAC and its continuous work in
enhancing international defence and security
collaboration. The 2024 Programme was presented with
new opportunities to strengthen mutual trust and efforts in
promoting regional stability.

The Republic of Moldova was admitted to RACVIAC in 2004,
where it had the status of a Core Member. Moldova used to
second personnel to RACVIAC and actively participate in
MAG meetings, chairing the MAG from 2008 to 2009, and
hosted the MAG meeting in April 2009 in Chisinau. In the fall
of 2010, Moldova changed its status from Member to
Observer. Nevertheless, Moldova kept continuously
sending participants, mainly to the activities of the C-WMD
Network, in which it remains an active partner.

Ambassador Grigorie used this opportunity to congratulate
for Moldova's full membership in SEDM which is a landmark
achievement enhancing regional cohesion and security. At
the same time the need for Moldovan membership in
RACVIAC was highlighted in view of increasing challenges in
South East Europe. Sharing the common goals of security
and cooperation in South East Europe, H.E. Ambassador
Tulea and H.E. Ambassador Grigorie both accentuated their
willingness to put efforts into expanding Moldova's
cooperation with RACVIAC.

Ambassador Tulea thanked his host, Ambassador Grigorie,
for inviting him and called the presented Programme
impressive. He thanked for the proposal of the Director of
RACVIAC that the Republic of Moldova become a member
and appreciated that such status will contribute to RACVIAC
mission of fostering dialogue and security in the region.

The two Ambassadors agreed to expand the ongoing
dialogue with the purpose of achieving Moldova's full
membership in RACVIAC. ®

Ambassador of Japan H.E. Masato Iso visits RAGVIAC

Upon the invitation of Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Mr. Masato
Iso, Ambassador of Japan, visited RACVIAC - Center for
Security Cooperation on 8 December 2023. This marked a
historical moment in RACVIAC relations with Japan as this
is the first visit by a Japanese dignitary to RACVIAC to date.

Ambassador Iso was accompanied by Ms. Chie Oshima,
First Secretary. They were hosted on RACVIAC premises in
Rakitje and got more acquainted with the work of the
Centre and its staff. The visit included a téte-a-téte with
Ambassador Grigorie after which Ambassador Grigorie
informed H.E. Iso about the history of RACVIAC and its
continuous work in the area of enhancing international
defence and security collaboration. The 2024 Programme
was also presented with new opportunities to strengthen

H.E. Ambassador Masato Iso and H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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mutual trust and efforts in promoting regional stability. The
opportunity was also used to have a discussion with
RACVIAC Programme staff. The visit aimed to provide the
Japanese delegation with a comprehensive view of
increasing challengesin South East Europe.

Ambassador Grigorie opened the door to future
cooperation with Japan in helping RACVIAC achieve its
mission of promoting regional security, stability and
fostering dialogue among South East European countries.
H.E. Ambassador Iso welcomed the possibility of
cooperating with RACVIAC and agreed to seek a modality
to broaden the ongoing dialogue with the purpose of
expanding Japanese cooperation with RACVIAC.

Ambassador Iso conveyed appreciation for the gracious
invitation extended by Director of RACVIAC and his

pleasure in accepting it. Additionally, he expressed
gratitude for the information provided and commended
overall RACVIAC efforts during the past 23 years.

Sharing the common goals of security and cooperation in
South East Europe, H.E. Ambassador Iso and H.E.
Ambassador Grigorie both accentuated their willingness
to put effortsinto finding projects to cooperate on.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook, Ambassador Iso wished everyone involved in
RACVIAC work lots of success.

Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie thanked for the
visit and praised the expressed interest in the
Organization'swork. @

H.E. Ambassador Iva Kruleva visits RAVGIAC

Upon the invitation of H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie, Her Excellency Ms. lva Kruleva, Ambassador of
the Republic of Bulgaria to the Republic of Croatia, visited
RACVIAC premises on Monday, December 11, 2023. She
was accompanied by Bulgarian Defence Attaché COL Ivan
Studenkov.

H.E. Ambassador Kruleva was briefed by Ambassador
Grigorie on RACVIAC history to date and its Programme for
the following year, 2024. At the centre of the visit was
previous cooperation with Bulgaria as a core Member and
the potential to develop it further, in the future.

RACVIAC maintains special appreciation for and gratitude
to Bulgaria, as it was its Member since its foundation in
2000 until 2009. Bulgaria's participation was highly
acknowledged, as it was not only supporting RACVIAC
financially but also by seconding officers to RACVIAC staff
and chairing the MAG in 2007. Today Bulgaria, despite not
being an official Member of RACVIAC anymore, is actively
involved in the work of the C-WMD Network as it is in the
process of developing a national strategy.

H.E. Ambassador Grigorie warmly opened the dialogue for
Bulgaria in order to consider restoring its membership in
RACVIAC underlining the importance of Bulgaria in South
East Europe, as a member of the EU and NATO, during
times of increasing challenges to security in the region as a
whole. He emphasized that presence of Bulgaria in
RACVIAC side by side with Members of the Organization

H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie and
H.E. Iva Kruleva, Ambassador of Bulgaria

would undoubtedly contribute to RACVIAC mission of
ensuring security dialogue and cooperation.

Thanking for the proposal to become a Member of
RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Kruleva reassured about the
willingness to invest efforts into taking cooperation
between Bulgaria and RACVIAC a step further. Her
Excellency underlined the significance of transnational
dialogue in the region and expressed highest regard to
RACVIAC for providing a platform for cooperation in the
region of South East Europe. @
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Ambassador of the Kingdom of Denmark to Groatia visits
RACVIAG Director

H.E. Ole Frijs — Madsen and H.E. Constantin — Mihail Grigorie

Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Constantin —
Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Ole Frijs — Madsen, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of
Denmark to the Republic of Croatia, paid a visit to RACVIAC
— Centre for Security Cooperation on 11 December 2023.
The meeting, held at RACVIAC premises, served as a
platform to discuss further cooperation in the areas of
mutual interest.

The visit included a téte-a-téte with Ambassador Grigorie
as well as a short briefing about RACVIAC and a discussion
with the Programme staff. During the visit Ambassador
Frijs — Madsen was presented with RACVIAC history,
mission and vision and Programme of activities, in order to
get more acquainted with the work of RACVIAC.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his thankfulness for
Kingdom of Denmark's contribution, as an Associate
Member, to the work of RACVIAC mainly in the form of
sending participants to its activities and its significant
financial contribution in the period 2006-2010 and also
support for the execution of RACVIAC activities. Also,
Kingdom of Denmark was providing financial contribution
for BA secondees until 2009 and several activities under
the Regional Search and Rescue Project, conducted from
2013 to 2014, were directly supported by the Kingdom of
Denmark.

Ambassador Grigorie engaged in a productive dialogue,
underlining the importance of fostering closer ties
between Kingdom of Denmark and RACVIAC. The meeting
emphasized the shared commitment of both sides to
enhance regional and global security.

Ambassador Frijs — Madsen praised RACVIAC work and
showed special interest in the fields RACVIAC cooperates
in with NATO and OSCE. He also asked for a detailed
explanation regarding areas where Kingdom of Denmark
could intensify cooperation with RACVIAC. Ambassador
Grigorie emphasized the significance of RACVIAC role in
promoting regional stability and welcomed the potential
for deeper involvement and engagement with the
Organization. Ambassador Grigorie reiterated RACVIAC
commitment to facilitating dialogue and cooperation
among its Members to address common security
challenges.

The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Denmark and Director
of RACVIAC recognized the growing security challenges
and the need to increase cooperation with the Kingdom of
Denmark as RACVIAC Associate Member. @

A surprise Santa Glaus Visit for Ukrainian and Children

of RAGVIAG Staff. ...

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation is delighted to
announce that it prepared an enchanting celebration for
children on the occasion of the Christmas holidays on
December 12, 2023. A colourful children's party was
organized at “Pleter” restaurant where the magic of Santa
Claus cameto life.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation decided to
present gifts to Ukrainian children experiencing Christmas
away from their homes. We organized a small gathering for
them, along with the children of RACVIAC staff, with the aim
of bringing joy to their everyday life spent far from their

18



; n
RACVIAC Santa Claus and Matija Vodopija

Ambassador of Slovakia H.E.

visits RAGVIAC

Upon the invitation of RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, H.E. Mrs. Hana Kovacova, the
Ambassador of the Republic of Slovakia to the Republic of
Croatia, paid a visit to RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperationon December 13,2023.

Ambassador Kovacova was welcomed at RACVIAC
facilities in Rakitje, where she gained a deeper
understanding of RACVIAC operations and met with key
members of personnel. The visit comprised a téte-a-téte
meeting with Ambassador Grigorie, during which he
provided insights into the history of RACVIAC and its
ongoing endeavours to foster international defense and
security cooperation. The presentation of the 2024
Programme highlighted fresh prospects for bolstering
mutual trust and collaborative initiatives aimed at
promoting regional stability. Additionally, an engaging
discussion took place on the occasion with RACVIAC
Programme staff.

Ambassador Grigorie opened the door to future, more
intensive cooperation with Slovakia in helping RACVIAC
achieve its mission of promoting regional security, stability
and fostering dialogue among the countries of South East
Europe.

Sharing the common goals of security and cooperation in
South East Europe, H.E. Ambassador Kovacova and H.E.
Ambassador Grigorie both accentuated their willingness
to put efforts into expanding Slovak cooperation with
RACVIAC.

homeland. An additional treat was the presence of Santa
Claus himself, who supported the event wholeheartedly.

The event aimed to bring the community together,
fostering a sense of joy and togetherness during this
magical time of the year.

Taking into consideration the significance of this part of
the year, the festive Christmas and New Year's season, we
believe that the presence of Santa Claus created lasting
memories for the children. As anticipated, the children had
a wonderful time, and their parents were appreciative of
this thoughtful gesture. @

Hana Kovacova

H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie and
H.E. Hana KovacCova, Ambassador of Slovakia

Ambassador KovaCova expressed her gratitude for
RACVIAC Director's invitation, conveying her pleasure in
acceptingit.

Furthermore, she extended appreciation for the
information shared and commended the admirable efforts
of RACVIAC over the course of the past 23 years after
which she promised that she would do her best to
encourage cooperation between RACVIAC and Slovakia.

Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie thanked for the
visit and praised the expressed interest in the
Organization's work and future cooperation. @
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Common Security and Defence Puln:v (:uurse

EURDPEAN SECURITY AND

09-13 October 2023, Ohrid,
North Macedonia (MK)

On 09-13 October 2023 the “Common Security
and Defence Policy Course” (“CSDP
Orientation Course”) was held in Ohrid, North
Macedonia. The event was jointly organized by
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation,
the National Defence Academy of Austria,
European Security and Defence College and
Military Academy “General Mihailo
Apostoloski” from North Macedonia.

In July 2019 RACVIAC became an “Associated Network
Partner” of ESDC in order to increase capacities to further
support and intensify European and Euro-Atlantic
integration processes of SEE aspiring countries.

Since 2003 the European Union has been playing a crucial
role in crisis management through its Common Security
and Defence Policy (CSDP). With about 30 missions and
operations worldwide the EU has proved its readiness to
respond effectively and in a timely fashion to emerging
challenges.

The CSDP Orientation Course is a major component of EU
training activities in the field of Common Security and
Defence Policy with the aim to develop and promote a
better understanding of CSDP as an integral part of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy of the European
Union.

The major aim of this course was to provide
participants with a general overview of the civilian
and military aspects of the European Security and

Defence Policy by getting into more detail as the
Course unfolds.

The 2023 Course participants were exposed to the CSDP
institutional framework, current policies as well as its
structures, processes and activities. The participants had
the opportunity to network with other professionals
working in the field of CSDP. The final goal of the CSDP
Orientation Course was to support EU member states and
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EU institutions and agencies in training their own
personnel together with selected personnel from the
Eastern Partnership countries to be able to work in CSDP-
related fields at operational and strategic levels.

Course Group Photo

In total, there were 27 participants from relevant ministries
and agencies from Albania (1), Austria (5), Bosnia and
Herzegovina (1), Croatia (1), Ireland (1), North Macedonia
(8), Moldova (1), Montenegro (1), Netherlands (1), Poland
(1), Romania (1), Spain (1), and, RACVIAC (3), as well as a
representative of the ESDC (1) Secretariat. During the
activity numerous guest speakers and experts from
different institutions were included in the sessions (such as
the Ministry of Defence of North Macedonia, National
Defense Academy of Austria, EEAS, Egmont Royal Institute
for International Relations, Netherlands Ministry of
Defence, Institute of Social Sciences “lvo Pilar” Regional
Center Vukovar, Austrian Centre for Peace, etc).

Opening the Course Mitko Bogdanoski, PhD, Dean at
the Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”,
emphasized: “This course is a great opportunity to

learn a lot, enjoy some free time in the Ohrid area but,
most importantly, to network with colleagues from
different countries.” He particularly pointed out the

value of syndicate work/parallel breakout group work

which was scheduled for Thursday, 12th October. Prof

Bogdanoski also highlighted his belief that there will be

a chance for future cooperation with the co-organizers

of this event.
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Prof. Mitko Bogdanoski, PhD, Dean of Military Academy
“General Mihailo Apostolski”

On behalf of the National Defence Academy of Austria Ms.
Sandra Kick in her Opening speech pointed out that “the
organization of this course started two years ago, and that
thanks to partners such as RACVIAC, ESDC and Military
Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski” we are witnessing
its full realization.” She informed the participants that ESDC
offers other trainings besides the CSDP orientation
course, and that they are all welcome to apply for any of
them. Furthermore, Ms. Kick thanked everyone for coming
to Ohrid.

JURSPERS ST A p
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Ms. Sandra Kick, Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna

ACTIVITIES

The morning session of the first day started with an
introduction on The European Security and Defence
College by Ms. Anna Malec from the European External
Action Service (EEAS), Brussels. Ms. Malec expounded on
EEAS's structure as well as its mandate and administrative
structures, the ESDC future and described how to find
ESDC programme and how to register for it.

The afternoon session started with the presentation
dubbed “Recent Development of CSDP” by Mr. Jochen
Rehrl, PhD, Austrian Military Representative to the EU and
NATO, Brussels. Mr. Rehrl guided the Course participants
through CSDP's history and its role in raising public
awareness about EU's foreign and security policy,
especially through the CSDP handbook, which is a EU
flagship publication on this topic.

Mr. Marcus Houben, team leader of the European Defence
cooperation branch in the Dutch MoD, gave a presentation
on “EU's Integrated Approach to Crisis Management”.

The final part of the first day of the Course saw experts
participating in a Q&A session which addressed a range of
topics and summed up the day.

The Second day of the Course started with the
presentation “CSDP Missions and Operations, Capability
Development, EU Crisis Management Procedures and
Crisis Response Mechanism” by Mr. Jochen Rehrl, PhD,
who concluded that The Common Security and Defence
Policy (CSDP) enables the Union to take a leading role in
peace-keeping operations, conflict prevention and
strengthening of international security.

Mr. Jochen Rehrl, PhD, Austrian Delegate to the
European Peace Facility

21



,\-
S& EyROPE,

NEWSLETTER Issue 71

Afterwards, Mr. Christoph Bilban from the Austrian National
Defence Academy, Vienna had a VTC on “Regional Aspects
of CSDP - Perspective on Ukraine”.

The afternoon session of the second day started with a
lecture by Mr. Gerald Hainzl, PhD from the Austrian National
Defence Academy of Vienna on “Regional Aspects of CSDP
—Perspectives on Africa.”

Mr. Predrag Jurekovic, PhD, Austrian National Defence
Academy, Vienna, held a presentation titled “Regional
Aspects of CSDP - The Western Balkans” underlining that a
semi-consolidated region needs substantial EU
engagement. He also added that it is not the appropriate
time to end EUFOR ALTHEA and EULEX Kosovo™* missions
and, last but not least, he highlighted the importance of the
inclusion of Western Balkan countries —and Kosovo —in the
CSDP framework, because, he said, this could benefit
security cooperation.

The last presenter of the second day was Gen Metodi
Hadji-Janev, PhD, Military Academy “General Mihailo
Apostoloski”, Skopje who held a presentation on North
Macedonia's EU expectations. Gen Metodi Hadji-janey,
PhD, went through all of the historical background of
Northern Macedonia's path towards EU as well as the
progress made, and in the end summed up that “EU
membership can provide a range of advantages in the
context of geostrategic competition and the rise of
emerging technologies, economic growth, security,
research collaboration, regulatory alignment and
increased diplomatic influence.” These benefits can help
the country to stay competitive and resilient in a rapidly
changing global landscape, he added.

-

Gen Metodi Hadji-Janev, PhD, Military Academy

“General Mihailo Apostoloski”

The third day of the Course started with a presentation by
Mr. Marcus Houben, PhD from the Ministry of Defence of
Netherlands, titled: “The EU Maritime Security Strategy.”
Subsequently, Gen Metodi Hadji-Janev, PhD, took the floor
and expounded on “Working with Partners in CSDP -
Experiences from the Field.”

The afternoon session of the third day was reserved for a
sightseeing tourin Ohrid.
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Sightseeing tour in Ohrid

Day four of the Course started with a presentation by Ms.
Sandra Cviki¢, PhD from the Institute of Social Sciences
“Ivo Pilar” Regional Center Vukovar, HR. The presentation
provided up-to-date information about the Western Balkan
routes of irregular migration along with a critical
assessment of the contemporary expert and scholarly
knowledge production about refugeedom and people on
the move. It also outlined the key facts/findings about
irregular migration and related security issues.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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Defence College and Military Academy “General Mihailo
Apostoloski” from North Macedonia in organizing this
event.

l e iy l

CEMTRE PG SECUHNTY CODPDRATION

Ms. Sandra Cviki¢, PhD, Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar

The next presentation, “Challenges in Cyber Security”, was
delivered by Col Mitko Bogdanoski, PhD and it was followed
by that of Mr. Philipp Irschik (Energie Steimark AG, Graz),
titled “Challenges for the European Energy Sector.” Mr
Irschik tackled the topic of Europe's challenging balancing
act: security of supply, sustainability,and competitiveness.

The final day of the Course started with the presentations
on breakout groups' results, and was concluded with a
lecture delivered by Mr. Riccardo Scalas, PhD from the
Netherlands National Defence Academy and Closing
remarks by H.E. Ambassador Martin Pammer, the Austrian

Ambassador to North Macedonia, Skopje. RACVIAC would like to thank the Course Director, Ms
Sandra Kick from the Austrian National Defence
University, as well as the organizers from the
Macedonian Military Academy, specifically the Dean
and his staff, and all guest speakers and
participants.

H.E. Ambassador Martin Pammer, Austrian Ambassador to
North Macedonia, Skopje

The Ambassador underlined the importance of
organizing courses under the aegis of the ESDC and
stressed that Austria will be providing its full
support for them. Subsequently, Ambassador
Pammer distributed certificates to the participants
for successfully completing the Course. On behalf of the Austrian National Defence University Ms

Kick expressed willingness to continue the collaboration

with RACVIAC in co-organizing a CSDP Orientation Course
The Course was envisaged as an active and vibrant jn2025inLarnaca, Cyprus. ®

environment that enabled all participants to share their
knowledge and experience and learn about the topics
from their colleagues in the CSDP sector. The event lasted
five days and comprised lectures, presentations and
discussions.The participants were satisfied with the
outcome of the event, highly praising the joint efforts of
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation, the National
Defence Academy of Austria, European Security and
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Workshop Money Laundering

"Where Theory Meets PFaBIII:B"

17-19 October 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

The Workshop Money Laundering “Where
Theory Meets Practice” presents a continuation
of an established five-year Project between
RACVIAC and University of Split, Department for
Forensic Sciences, titled “Improving Security
Governance through Implementation of Forensic
Science in State Institutions and Agencies”. The
event took place on 17-19 October in RACVIAC,
Rakitje, Zagreb.

The academic partner in this event was the University of
Split, Department for Forensic Sciences, which owns the
knowledge and expertise regarding the subject and can
offer a variety of opportunities that can enhance the
abilities of RACVIAC Members to address the challenges
they are facing. The third partner in this activity was RAI
with its network of experts.

F

Workshop Opening
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The purpose of this event was to present the actual
situation and directions in money laundering prevention
in SE Europe and beyond through lessons provided by
experts from the academic and practical arena. In order
to maximize the learning effects, in addition to the
theoretical and case study part, the participants were
engaged in practical work by participating in the
investigation process. The idea was to bring together all
relevant players dealing with money laundering as well as
other experts dealing with financial flows.

W

DEPARTMENT

FORENSIC
SCIENCE

The Workshop was structured as a combination of
academic lectures, practical work and case studies
delivered by expert lecturers covering different fields in
the area of financial crime.

The event gathered 21 national mid-level representatives
connected to the financial branch from the ministries of
finance, ministry of justice, ministry of interior, treasury

officials and ministries of defence as well as anti-
corruption agencies and other relevant national
institutions from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Hellenic Republic, Montenegro, North Macedonia and
Trkiye.

The Workshop was opened with a Welcome address by Mr.
Damir Piplica, Head of the University Department for
Forensic Sciences at the University of Split, Mr. Nikola
Naumovski, representative of RAI Sarajevo and H.E.
Ambassador Mihail-Constantin Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC.

Mr. Piplica informed the audience about the five-year
project between the University of Split and RACVIAC and
emphasized that this event represents the interests of all in
addressing such a serious crime as money laundering. He
mentioned that the University Department for Forensic
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Sciences developed an interdisciplinary forensics study
program that is unique not only in Croatia but in this part of
Europe too. This workshop, which was organized jointly
with RACVIAC and RAI, could result in constructive
suggestions and conclusions which may improve
preventive action, detection and suppression of various
forms of money laundering, he added.

L -

Mr. Damir Piplica, Head of the University Department for
Forensic Sciences at the University of Split

RAI representative Mr. Nikola Naumovski presented the
program of the Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative and
stressed that RAI exists over 20 years with an anti-
corruption portfolio in the SEE region promoting
whistleblowing protection and culture, asset declarations
and capacity building of the judiciary on asset recovery as
a tool for fighting organized crime. He also mentioned that
our joint goal is to promote the rule of law, good
governance and the fight against corruption and
organized crime at the national, regional and international
level.

Ambassador Mihail-Constantin Grigorie mentioned that with
this Project RACVIAC seeks to extend its lines of action to
other ministries, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and not only ministries of foreign affairs,
MoDs and Mols, in order to provide our respected Members
with greater amount of professional assistance and
opportunities for cooperation.

This activity was the second event in a row, and it aimed to
emphasize the issue of money laundering and to
encourage more active cooperation between all actors on
the national and regional level included in the fight against
money laundering.

He further mentioned that the workshop tends to offer a
unique opportunity for strengthening skills and knowledge
in the area of money laundering as well as for sharing best
practices and solutions with professionals in this field.

ACTIVITIES

After the Opening the activity moderator, Ms. Marijana
Bartulovi¢, initiated a “tour de table” session which
enabled participants to introduce themselves and created
an opportunity to discuss their current work and projects,
understanding of the concept of money laundering and
any experiences they have had with reporting on cases of
money laundering.

Panel One, “Money Laundering - Theoretical Aspects and
Currentlssues”, was composed of the five following topics:

» ,Money Laundering — History and Facts — Introduction®.
The topic was presented by Marijana Bartulovi¢, PhD,
University Department for Forensic Sciences, University
of Split.

* ,Institutional Framework for Combating Money
Laundering in the Republic of Croatia“, presented by
Damir Piplica, PhD, University Department for Forensic
Sciences.

* ,Analysing the Symbiotic Relation Between Money
Laundering and Corruption®, presented by Marijana
Bartulovi¢, PhD and Nevena Aljinovié¢, University
Department for Forensic Sciences, University of Split.

« lllicit Financial Flows (IFFs) in the Context of Foreign
Malign Influence in SEE“, presented by Vanya Petrova,
Center for the Study of Democracy, Sofia, Bulgaria.

 Integrated Financial Investigations in the Direction of
Discovering the Proceeds of Crime That Should Be
Temporarily Secured With The Ultimate Goal,
Confiscation®.

The topic was presented by Mr. Ivica Simonovski & Ms.
Kristina Evgo, Senior Organised Crime Adviser, "OSCE
Missionto Serbia".

Ms. Vanya Petrova, Center for Study of Democracy
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The lecturers explained the meaning of financial
investigation, goals and elements of investigation,
detection and determination of illegal proceeds and
planning and methods of financial investigation. They also
explained investigative methods and techniques for data
collection, structuring and analysis. All lessons were
supported by examples and case studies oriented towards
practical examples.

Panel Two, “Money Laundering - New Challenges”, was
composed of the two following topics:

« ,Off-Shore Companies and Money Laundering*“, presented
by Mr Toni Susak, University Department for Forensic
Sciences, University of Split.

- ,Methods of Measuring lllicit Financial Flows (IFFs)“,
presented by Vanya Petrova, Center for the Study of
Democracy, Sofia, Bulgaria.

Panel Three:

The table top exercise, 'Investigation of Grand Corruption
and Money Laundering (Follow the Leads, Follow the
Money)' was a central part of the Workshop. The
participants were divided into two separate groups
representing financial investigation teams. Each team was
guided by one instructor (Mr. lvica Simonovski, Ms. Kristina
Evgo) who injected scenario documents and controlled
the exercise tempo concerning the response of the
training audience. The participants were engaged
according to their professional expertise and experience.
They showed significant motivation and interest in the
exercise and successfully completed the requested task in
accordance with the dedicated time.

Table Top Exercise - Group Work

The third day of the Workshop was dedicated to teaching
by example, best practices and new trends in fighting
money laundering.

Panel Four: ,Money Laundering - Future Directions*:

» ,Criminalization of the Crime of Money Laundering®,
presented by Ms. Ana Profozi¢, International Criminal
CourtinThe Hague.

» ,Asset Recovery: Practical Issues”, presented by Ms.
Radmila Dragicevi¢-Dici¢, former Judge of the Supreme
Court of Serbia.

 ,Case Studies in Money Laundering®, presented by Ms.
Radmila Dragicevi¢-Dici¢, former Judge of the Supreme
Court of Serbia.

Ms. Radmila Dragicevic - Di¢i¢ and Ms Ana Profozic¢

The last day finished with a tour de table session during
which participants briefly presented their national
considerations and lessons learned.

The Workshop closed with a Wrap-Up Session after which
Closing remarks were delivered and certificates handed
out to participants and distinguished lecturers.

:; Emc‘,’.-;.

a CURITY COOPF
i L

‘N J’ &
i

-

Certificate Distribution
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H.E. Ambassador Constantin — Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC
Director, pointed out that the high level of participation,
both in terms of lecturers and attendees, could not have

been achieved without fundamental cooperation and
support of RACVIAC partners, Split University, Department
for Forensic Sciences and RAI Sarajevo, and their deep
commitment and determination to conduct this activity in
line with the highest standards.

Furthermore, he thanked all the speakers and moderators
whose expertise made this event attractive and
extraordinary in a scientific and practical sense. "Your
ability to transfer your comprehensive knowledge to
practical actions is truly respectworthy”, Ambassador
Grigorie said.

“Your professional expertise and interaction with the
speakers, as well as sharing of experience, brought
additional value to the Workshop. This is exactly what
RACVIAC aims for and stands for”, he concluded.

Ms. Marijana Bartulovi¢, Department for Forensic
Sciences, University of Split, said: “For me, personally, it
was a great honor to meet all the lecturers who were
outstanding and for your great contribution. Thank you very

This activity gathered more than 35 participants and
lecturers from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Greece, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and
Tirkiye who praised the content and concept of the
Workshop. Furthermore, the participants expressed their
overall satisfaction with its duration and outcomes that will
serve them in their further work on the subject in the
ministries of interior, defence, finance and justice.
Representatives and experts from financial and other
organizations which might be beneficiaries were welcome
to attend the Workshop as well.

ACTIVITIES

much once more”. Ms. Bartulovi¢ also thanked all the
participants for joining the Workshop, particularly for their
active participation and engagement. “We are aware of how
big the problem is but this is a small step in raising
awareness in connecting the different links in the chain of
money laundering”, she concluded.

Course Participants

Fighting money laundering, along with other financial
crimes, represents a huge challenge for most European
countries, SEE in particular. The capability of screening,
identifying and tracing illicit money flows is a matter of
good governance and is mostly underdeveloped in SEE.
Effective state response to the crime of money laundering
is crucial for maintaining trust in public institutions, it was
concluded during the Workshop, which offered an
excellent opportunity for participants to gain new and
broaden existing knowledge of money laundering by
theoretical and practical means. Besides this, sharing and
networking among participants in combination with
exceptional lecturers and experts provided additional
value tothe event. ®

Group Photo
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RACVIAC Director Keynote Speaker at the
“GCBRNe Science and Consequence
Management World Gongress”

22-26 October 2023, Cavtat, Croatia
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The CBRNe Science and Consequence
Management (CSCM) Congress has a long and
rich history. CSCM's participants include nearly
2,000 high-ranking scientists and professionals
from various scientific fields including medicine,
toxicology, biochemical sciences, physics, and
bio-technology, as well as representatives from
the military and policy-making communities from
nearly 50 countries involved in preventing the
spread of knowledge and technology related to
weapons of mass destruction.
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The topics covered during this year's CSCM congress,
which took place from 23rd to 26th October 2023 in
Cavtat, Croatia, included the approaches,
methodologies and systems of detection,
identification of CBR substances, personal and
collective protection, decontamination, evaluation of
possible consequences, and medical treatment in the
event of a CBRNe threat and/or occurrence.

This year's CBRNe Science and Consequence
Management (CSCM) Congress was co-organized and
supported by the relevant Croatian authorities and
international organizations, inter alia the Civil Protection
Directorate of the Republic of Croatia, the CBRNe Science
and Consequence Management Education Foundation,
European Centre for Disaster Medicine, the Observatory
on Security and CBRNe Defense and the University of
Rome. As arelevant and recognised organisation, RACVIAC
— Centre for Security Cooperation was asked to join this
important event.

Congress Opening

Furthermore, its Keynote speaker was H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director, who, during
the Congress Opening expressed his gratitude for the
invitation and for the opportunity to be a part of such an
outstanding event. ,Itis an honour for the Organization and
also for the participants coming from our Members and
Associate Members®, he stressed. Ambassador Grigorie
also emphasized that CBRN-related topics have a
prominent role in RACVIAC Programme, and that its
intention is to keep going in that direction, in accordance
with the interests of its Members and partners: “We have
been organizing Chemical Weapons Convention
Workshops from the very beginning, furthermore, during
the last couple of years Biological Weapons Convention
Workshops have become regular activities in the RACVIAC
portfolio as well. In 2022, we organized a regional
workshop titled ,New Technologies in Civil Protection —
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Robotic System against Modern CBRN Threats” with the
Civil Protection Directorate of the Republic of Croatia,
supported by the European Union Civil Protection
Mechanism.*

Congress Keynote Speaker, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin - Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

The main topics of this year's CSCM Congress were
the protection of critical infrastructure from CBRNe
emerging threats, consequence management,
asymmetric threats, modern technology in CBRNe
defense, and lessons learned from the Covid-19
pandemic from a security and defense perspective.

As a part of the Congress a live exercise was conducted as
a joint operation between the United States Idaho National
Laboratory, National Nuclear Security Administration,
Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute,
Bundeswehr Special Operations Command CBRN Defense
Platoon, Croatian Anti-Terrorism Team, Croatian military
NBC team, Multiple NATO NBC military members and the
Croatian Civil Protection Directorate.

This activity allowed participants to get an understanding
of how first responders, police and military units
coordinate their efforts to respond to such a threat and
attack. The exercise showed how the efforts of the
members of the academia, scientists, engineers, and
industry have been instrumental in the development of the
technology that was demonstrated during this event. New

ACTIVITIES

technology was also integrated into the exercise
(Robotics, UGV, UAV, sensor and mapping technology,
detectors, sampling, analyzers, new building materials for
critical infrastructure, communications equipment that
provides redundancies, and decontamination, both dry
and wet methods).

During the Congress, Members of the Emergency
Response and Preparedness staff at ldaho National
Laboratory hosted a three-day training event, a
Radiological Response Training Workshop. The mission
was to provide comprehensive and practical training to
emergency responders, government officials, and
stakeholders in the management of radiological
contamination incidents. Through a joint training event,
the organizers' aim was to enhance participants'
knowledge and skills in the identification, assessment, and
mitigation of radiological contamination risks. The other
workshop was a one-day event titled “New Technologies
for Critical Infrastructure Protection against CBRNe
Threats”. The objective of the workshop was to exchange
knowledge and experience with the academic community
and partner with companies that develop new solutions,
systems and devices for defence against CBRNe threats.

RACVIAC would like to express its gratitude to the
organizers for being a part of such an important
event where the Organization was represented by
eight participants from its Members and Associate
Members.

Congress Participants

The Congress provided participants with the opportunity
to gain both theoretical and practical knowledge about
CBRN threats and defence against them. Furthermore, one
of the greatest benefits of the Congress was networking,
the possibility to get to know various experts and possible
future partnersin the field of CBRN. @
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13-16 November 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
proudly inaugurated its annual “Arms Control
Symposium” in Rakitie on 14 November 2023.
The Symposium is a hallmark event for the region
which brought together distinguished participants
not only from our Members in South East Europe
but also from Associate Members and Observers
(France, Norway, USA) and speakers from
Montenegro, Belgium, Latvia, the Netherlands,
ltaly, Hungary, Serbia, France, the United States
and Czech Republic as well as partner
organizations (DTRA-E, OSCE BA).

Opening Session

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, extended a warm welcome to the attendees on
the occasion, expressing gratitude to the Federal Republic
of Germany, Republic of Croatia, and OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina for their crucial financial and
logistical support, without which this event would not have
been possible.

.-i’:_;h. :
Welcome Adress by RACVIAC Director,
H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie

The Symposium, a cornerstone in RACVIAC annual
calendar for over 15 years, aims to provide a regional
platform for updating South-Eastern Europe on pertinent
developments in the field of Arms Control. Ambassador
Grigorie emphasized the importance of dialogue,
introducing panel discussions on the following key topics:

* The main challenges in the implementation of Arms
Control treaties

» Arms Control perspectives, regional issues
* The impact of the war in Ukraine on Arms Control regimes
» Emerging military technologies and nuclear (in)stability.

Ambassador Grigorie, furthermore, highlighted the
changing landscape of global security, noting the paradox
of an increasingly perilous world that is less hospitable to
Arms Control measures. This clearly highlights the need to
rebuild the case for Arms Control, he added, to rethink its
role, and to invest in the human and intellectual capital that
will allow it to be adapted to the realities that now exist or
willemerge.

He expressed the hope that the ideas communicated
during this symposium will find a way to the national
ministries and organizations in order to strengthen even
more the significance of this specific subject matter.

The success of this symposium, stressed Ambassador
Grigorie, lies in the hands of the participants, calling
for their proactive contributions, honest opinions,
fresh ideas, and experiences to foster cooperation
and friendship.
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The Arms Control Symposium served as a vital tool for
increasing cooperation, openness, and transparency
among participating countries. RACVIAC anticipates that
the outcomes of this event will contribute to strengthening
the region's commitment to peace, stability, and security.

ACTIVITIES

when the BTWC (Biological Weapons Convention) and CWC
(Chemical Weapons Convention) were negotiated (large-
scale use on battlefields) all the way to the current use in
cases of assassination, crime and terrorism. He also
analyzed how this has affected both the disarmament

Syposium Participants

The Symposium consisted of four panels which were
moderated by Mr Sandro Knezovi¢, a research adviser
from the Institute for Development and International
Relations (IRMO).

In Panel I, Mr Milo$ Nikoli¢ (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Montenegro) spoke about the Subregional Arms Control
Agreement, in accordance with Article IV of the Dayton
Peace Agreement. He gave an overview of the Agreement,
the current state of affairs and challenges.

Ms Sintija Oskalne (OSCE) briefed on the
developments and major challenges regarding Arms
Control treaties/agreements, such as the Vienna
Document 2011, Open Skies Treaty and the Treaty
on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe. She also
presented the opportunities and prospects from the
OSCE’s perspective.

Mr Jean Pascal Zanders (The Trench) closed the Panel with
a presentation on Disarmament Challenges for Chemical &
Biological Weapons (CBW). The central theme was how the
concept of the use of CBW has evolved since the times
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treaties and the challenges for verification, investigation
and accountability.

Panel Il was dedicated to the Arms Control perspectives,
regionalissues.

LtC Erwin Bieri (BENELUX Arms Control Agency - BACA)
spoke about BACA views on some challenges and
initiatives on the part of the Arms Control agencies that are
trying to 'survive'in these difficult times.

The next speaker in the Panel was Ms Erzsébet N. R6zsa
(University of Public Service Ludovika, Professor), who
presented her research in ,Weapons of Mass Destruction
in the Middle East and North Africa”.

Ms Federica Dall' Arche (Vienna Center for
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation), as a co-founder
of the Young Women and Next Generation Initiative
(YWNGI), focused her presentation on the gender
perspectives in Arms Control: women participation in
policy and in negotiating processes, and gendered
impact of weapons.



,\-
S& EyROPE,

NEWSLETTER Issue 71

Panel 1l was concluded by Ms Marina Kosti¢ Suleji¢
(Professional Association of Security Sector and Institute
of International Politics and Economics, Research Fellow).
Her presentation was titled “New Challenges, New
Measures: contemplating the future Arms Control for
Western Balkans and Europe". It dealt with the influence of
new challenges on sub-regional Arms Control as well as
with a possibility of a comprehensive Arms Control
agreement for Europe.

At the end of the day the participants had the
opportunity to go for a short sightseeing tour in
downtown Zagreb, which was followed by the Official
dinner.

On the next day, the Symposium continued with Panel Ill.
Mr Ettore Greco (Istituto Affari Internazionali, Head of the
Multilateralism and Global Governance Program) and Mr
Pal Dunay (Faculty of Social Sciences, Lorand E&6tvos
University, Associate Professor) shared their thoughts
about the impact of the war in Ukraine on Arms Control
regimes and the nuclear dimension as well. How likely is a
nuclear escalation scenario in the context of the war in
Ukraine? What role has nuclear deterrence played?

Thefinal part of the Symposium (Panel IV) was dedicated to
the emerging military technologies and nuclear
(in)stability.

Mr Gyula Speck (University of Public Service, Assistant
lecturer) spoke about hypersonic and nuclear security,
namely, hypersonic glide vehicles and cruise missiles, and
their challenges to nuclear security and Arms Control
regimes.

Panel IV

Col Klaudius Robinson (Defense Threat Reduction Agency,
Department Chief) focused on the difficulty of capturing
emerging technologies in new or existing Arms Control
regimes and the challenges and impacts of Russian and
Chinese actions in regards to strategic and tactical nuclear
armaments.

Mr Karim Kamel (Peace Research Center Prague,
Researcher) presented the implications of advancements
in artificial intelligence (Al) and automation for strategic
stability. He demonstrated the history of automation in
nuclear space, and touched on other examples of
automation in defense, where humans forego control or
decision-making.

Symposium Panellists

The event ended with the Closing remarks delivered by
RACVIAC Director and certificates handed out to
participants and distinguished lecturers.

The idea of the 2023 Arms Control Symposium was
to bring together all relevant players dealing with the
Arms Control domain as well as experts dealing with
related non-proliferation issues and to provide them

with the opportunity to discuss and share ideas
about Arms Control, taking into consideration the
recent developments in this field in the region and in
Europe as well as worldwide.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Director of
RACVIAC, expressed his gratitude to the speakers and
participants: “I offer my heartfelt thanks for their
invaluable contribution because of the added value
they've brought to this symposium. The success of this
symposium lied mainly in your hands. You seized the
opportunity wholeheartedly. Your proactive contribution
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Handout of Certificates

Ambassador Grigorie also emphasized that in these enabled us to achieve the goal of having interesting
difficult times this type of discussions could be conversations on the various aspects of Arms Control”.
significant and beneficial steps made towards a
common understanding of the current challenges
and towards the common solution, the recognition of
the indispensability of the confidence- and security-
building measures.

This year's symposium observed a significant level of
engagement in the activity, with notable contributions on
the part of both speakers and attendees (43 individuals
representing 18 countries). @
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The Workshop was attended in total by 18
participants and 6 speakers. The participants came
from Albania (4), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2), Croatia
(1), Greece (2), North Macedonia (3), Montenegro (3),
Serbia (2), and Slovenia (1), as well as international
organizations, institutions, and MoDs in RACVIAC
Members, MFAs, MIAs, and national universities.

Opening the Workshop Col Mitko Bogdanoski, PhD, Dean of
the Military Academy of North Macedonia, welcomed the
esteemed experts, participants, and the Deputy Director
of RACVIAC RADM, Predrag Stipanovi¢, pointing out the
importance of the Workshop "Challenges and
Requirements for Effective Cyber Security in SEE", hosted
by RACVIAC. This event is a vital segment of the project
"Strengthening SEE Resilience in Cyber Security against
Hybrid Threats", he underlined. The Dean emphasized the
significance of combating prevalent cyber threats in South
East Europe (SEE). The event highlights the enduring
partnership between the Military Academy "General
Mihailo Apostolski" and RACVIAC, Col Bogdanoski added,
reflecting a shared commitment to addressing evolving
cyber challenges in SEE. Previous collaborative workshops
underscored their dedication to fortifying cybersecurity
strategies, he stressed.

Opening Session

The purpose of the Workshop was to bring together
participants who were ready to share regional experience
and cooperation initiatives in countering hybrid threats via
cyberspace, good practices, and views and experiences
on the subject. The presented results will be used as a
reference for further activities.

While gathering the representatives of SEE professionals

the Workshop aimed to debate each respective country’s

challenges and needs to effectively build security in : .

cyberspace. COL Mitko Bogdanoski, Dean of Military Academy of
North Macedonia

- o e,
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RADM Predrag Stipanovi¢, Deputy Director of RACVIAC,
thanked Col Bogdanoski and the Military Academy
“General Mihailo Apostolski” from Skopje for generous
support in the project ,Strengthening SEE Resilience in
Cyber Security Against Hybrid Threats”, which is a clear
sign, he stressed, of joint partnership in the framework of
cyber security. RADM Stipanovi¢ also emphasized that this
is the first in a row of events in the process of building a
better and safer future, not only for us but the next
generations too: “Events such as this one, aside from the
fact that they are a great opportunity to exchange
knowledge and experience, also present a great
opportunity to create a network among experts in the field
of cyber security.”

RADM Stipanovic stressed the fact that from the very
beginning the subject of cyber security has been
recognized by RACVIAC as a huge challenge:
“RACVIAC, in its strategy, underlined cyber security
as one of the subjects that should be a part of the
Organization's curriculum. Since 2007 RACVIAC has
organized several events covering different topics
related to cybercrime and cyber security threats,
vulnerabilities in cyberspace, cyber defence
Strategies and policies, the impact of cybercrime on
the economy, environment, etc.”

I

RADM Predrag Stipanovi¢, Deputy Director of RACVIAC

ACTIVITIES

The Workshop was subdivided into two segments, the first
one more oriented towards theory and the second one
more oriented towards practice. The Dean of the Military
Academy of North Macedonia, Col Bogdanoski, opened
the first segment with Panel I: "Convergence: Navigating
the New Realities of Cybersecurity".

In the Panel he shed light on the impact of technological
development on modern battlefields, illuminating the key
role of technology in shaping the contours of modern
conflicts. In particular, he explored the growing
importance of artificial intelligence (Al) and its
dichotomous nature—serving as both a powerful tool for
cyber defence and a potential instrument for malicious
exploitation. Moreover, the presentation dissected the
vulnerabilities inherent in critical information
infrastructure, highlighting the key strategies to
strengthen these critical systems. It also examined the
strategic implications of cyber weapons, offering insight
into their critical role in today's security environment. In
addition, effective measures to strengthen our
cyberspace defences were outlined, highlighting the
urgent need for proactive measures against potential
cyber threats. Attendees navigated the intricate aspects of
cybersecurity, gaining a comprehensive understanding of
its complexity and exploring pathways to a secure digital
future.

In his presentation in Panel Il, “Designing Joined
Activities for a Resilient Human Factor in Cyber
Security”, Professor Predrag Pale, PhD, Faculty of
Electrical Engineering and Computing at the University of
Zagreb, pointed out that the appearance of hybrid threats
is relatively new as a security issue and should not be
underestimated. He further explained that cyberattacks
are inevitable and can have a dangerous effect on our
digitalized society. Professor Pale added that every
cyberattack reaches real people and affects human
psychology.

Professor Pale emphasized that not only cyber
security experts are responsible for keeping
cyberspace safe but ICT experts as well who need to
create secure products and services as well as end
users for reporting doubts and errors. Professor
Pale added that, realistically, end users currently
have little understanding and awareness of cyber
threats and do not know how to react to them.

Besides, ICT professionals lack the knowledge, time,
resources, awareness, and regulations to create secure
services. Additionally, user requirements for security are
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Professor Predrag Pale, PhD, Faculty of Electrical Engineering
and Computing, University of Zagreb

low, leading to even less motivation to devote resources to
security development, he added.

Finally, he stated that due to the necessary long-term
education and continuous training there will never be
enough cyber security professionals. The inefficient use of
human resources is specifically shown in workspaces
where experts oftentimes have to handle other duties and
juggle security requirements in regards to legacy, costs,
and user friendliness. To effectively overcome the issues
of scarce (human) resources, confusion and duplication of
work, collaboration is required, Professor Pale underlined.

Mr. Bruno Pavi¢, Chief Security Officer, in his presentation
“Preparation for Defence against Cyber-Attacks,
Strategic and Technical” focused on building efficient
cyber security for (state-owned) companies as well as
establishing a state SOC. In addition, he underlined the
importance of international cooperation among countries,
combating cybercrime as ajoint force.

Finally, Mr. Pavi¢ presented methods that states should put
in place, stressing some of them as crucial for reaching a
higher level of cyber security.

In Panel Ill, “Overview of Cyber Security and Hybrid
Threat Strategies in SEE”, LTC Dimitar Bogatinov, PhD,
Military Academy of North Macedonia, emphasized the

region's vulnerability to cyber threats such as cybercrime,
cyberespionage, and state-sponsored attacks. SEE
countries are actively addressing these challenges
through the development of national cybersecurity
strategies, the establishment of cybersecurity agencies,
investments in technology, and awareness programs.
However, they also face challenges such as limited
resources, coordination issues, skill shortages, and cross-
border threats. LTC Bogatinov accentuated the need for
regional and international cooperation to address these
challenges collectively.

He also summarized the strategies of SEE countries to
point out key activities such as enacting cybersecurity
laws, establishing agencies, investing in technologies, and
promoting education. He concluded the Panel with
insights into North Macedonia's current cybersecurity
activities and strategies for 2018-2022 and 2023-2027,
presenting the best practices and again emphasizing the
importance of international collaboration.

Following the Panel cyber security expert Mr. Valter
Vlasi¢ presented the topic ,Incident response and
attack on state institutions and critical
infrastructure® in the form of a roundtable. He
presented an overview of five security incidents
inspired by real-life examples and advanced
persistent threat (APT) behaviour. The discussion's
objectives were to increase knowledge of incident
response procedures and offer recommendations
for effectively defending and strengthening the
infrastructure in the event of a security crisis.

Panel IV, “Legal and Strategic Aspects of Countering
Cyber and Hybrid-Based Threats in SEE”, BG Metodi
Hadji-Janev, PhD, was divided into four parts. The Panel
consisted of a brief introduction, establishing parameters
for conversation. After presenting his agenda and thesis
Mr. Hadji-Janev conceptualized that dangers from both the
physical and cyber domains can combine to create hybrid
threats and that this could have unintended
consequences. Cyberspace and modern technologies
(also called dual-use technologies or disruptive
technologies) are double-edged swords, he stressed.

BG Hadji-Janev covered the reasons and methods
by which nations have lost monopoly in the age of
technical advantages as well as how shifts in
Strategic design impact how states respond to
security challenges.
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Mr. Valter Vasi¢, cyber security expert

In the second part of his presentation BG Hadji-Janev
expounded on how law is being applied in cyberspace and
that cyberattacks must be included in legal frameworks, all
the way from the national law and the law on cybercrime to
regulations on crisis management and the law of war. The
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friction between human rights law (privacy), crisis
management, regulations, and principles of the law of
armed conflict must be worked out across the spectrum of
cyber operations, he added.

In the third part BG Hadji-Janev presented the challenges
posed by hybrid threats, asking the rhetorical question
why and how hybrid threats present new obstacles to
democracy. Furthermore, he addressed the issue of non-
state actors using malicious methods to support their own
agenda as well as representatives of the state exploiting
the lack of security regulations to advance their strategic
goals while trying to compensate for their inferiority to
liberal opponents. Therefore, equal competitors to the
global West are using unprecedented methods through
instruments of power and what is known in the
international legal community as legal activities, he added.

On the second day of the Workshop each country’s
representative was asked to hold a presentation on a
predetermined topic. There were seven speakers
demonstrating the current situation regarding their
country’s cyber security and displaying data on the
development of a legal framework. Additionally, each one
of them gave an overview of what has been done so far in
terms of passing the necessary laws with the aim of
strengthening cyber security and ultimately improving
overall cyber security in SEE.

The Workshop finished with the Closing remarks and a
Graduation Ceremony.

Col Mitko Bogdanoski, Dean of Military Academy of North
Macedonia, thanked all the participants for their efforts
and inspired individuals to seek opportunities to improve
themselves, their skills and cyber security in their

Workshop Participants
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Certificates Distribution

respective country. Furthermore, he indicated that active
efforts need to be taken during the next six months.

RACVIAC Deputy Director RADM Predrag Stipanovic
voiced that this workshop as the first activity of a greater
project is the first step to reach the aim. He concluded that
this workshop provided a great opportunity to exchange
experiences and gain new knowledge. RADM Stipanovic
reminded all participants what they need to do during the
second step of this project, that is to say, what their
obligations during the research study are. @

RADM Stipanovic¢ added that this workshop has
shown us all that cooperation between nations does
not have an alternative. It is impossible for one
nation to protect itself against cyberattacks without
close collaboration with its neighbours and a more
comprehensive cooperation on a global scale, he
added. Finally, he invited the participants to stay in
touch and show support for cyber security efforts
among the countries in the SEE region.

e —_——

Group Photo
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Opening Session

Due to the significance of the topic, and following the
needs of its Members, RACVIAC, in collaboration with the
United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) and
the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian
Demining (GICHD)'s Ammunition Management Advisory
Team (AMAT), organized this event as a part of its PSSM
(Physical Security and Stockpile Management) seminar
series.

As the inadequate management of Small Arms and Light
Weapons (SALW) and Conventional Ammunition (CA) poses
safety and security risks that can lead to unplanned
explosions at ammunition sites and diversion to illicit
markets, for the past 10 years RACVIAC has been
promoting safe, secure and sustainable PSSM of arms,

AMAT | GICHD

ammunitions and explosives in the South East European
region. The main purpose of these activities has been to
build the capacity of technical personnel regarding safe
and secure management of weapons and ammunition,
developing and implementing operational procedures and
exchanging ideas on potential improvements of through-
life management of weapons and ammunition, as well as to
promote international standards and guidelines.

United Nations Office
for Disarmament Affairs

The Seminar Opening remarks were delivered by
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director
and Nora Allgaier, Political Affairs Officer, Conventional
Arms Branch, UNODA.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his pleasure in
seeing all of the participants in the joint activity: I
am truly happy to say that we have with us today
the participants not only from our Members in South
East Europe but also from Associate Members
(Hungary) and from partner organizations (Defense
Threat Reduction Agency, OSCE Mission to Bosnia
and Herzegovina).”

He, furthermore, expressed RACVIAC utmost gratitude to
the Federal Republic of Germany and OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina for the vital financial and logistical
support they have provided, enabling this Seminar to
become a reality, and also to RACVIAC partners, UNODA
and AMAT, for providing support during the preparatory
phase and their readiness and expertise in compiling the
Seminar Program.

“A big thank you goes also to our distinguished experts
from different key international organizations like the
Conflict Armament Research (CAR), United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), ITF
Enhancing Human Security, South Eastern and Eastern
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The morning session of Day 2 (Mr James Bevan — CAR, Ms
Anne-Séverine Fabre - SAS, Mr David Willey - MAG, Mr
Andrew Grantham - AMAT, Mr Blaz Miheli¢ - ITF) was
dedicated to the three safety objectives of the Global
Framework:

» O5:ammunition surveillance
 06:risk reduction process
» O7:inventory management and recordkeeping.

Subsequently, the participants engaged in an interactive
discussion to operationalize the specific measures under
each safety objective, unpacking the practical aspects of
implementation.

During the next panel three security objectives of the
Global Framework were presented (James Bevan — CAR,
Mr Ursign Hofmann - UNIDIR, Mr Nenad BoSkovi¢ —
SEESAQ):

+ 08:supply chaintransparency

* 09: risk of post-transfer conventional ammunition
diversion

* 010: deny unauthorized recipients access to
conventional ammunition.

Then, the participants had the opportunity to
engage in a tabletop exercise, which was focused on
the aforementioned objectives: “Strategizing for
Security (a): Unpacking and Addressing Transfer and
Post-transfer Risks and Preventing Unauthorized
Access.”

The afternoon session ended with the Panel 'Marking and
Tracing, Information-Sharing, Data Collection and Analysis:
ATriad Approach to Secure Ammunition Management'. The
audience received insights into the three safety objectives
of the Global Framework:

» O11:marking and tracing of conventional ammunition

* 012: information-sharing on diversion and illicit
trafficking

» 013: strengthening capacities of data collection and
analysis on diverted conventional ammunition.

Day 2 ended with the Official dinner in Samobor.

The last day of the Seminar started with a tabletop exercise
dedicated to unpacking and addressing marking and
tracing, information sharing and data collection on
diverted ammunition.

The next plenary session (Ms Jovana Carapi¢ - AMAT)
aimed to delve into the intricacies of the Organizational
Capabilities Framework. Concentrating on Capability
Enabling Lines (CEL), participants gained insights into the
key elements that must be assessed to accurately
determine national capabilities and the resources
governments require to effectively implement the Global
Framework for Through-life Conventional Ammunition
Management.

Mr Andrew Grantham (AMAT) presented an overview of the
fundamental principles behind the ammunition storage
area (ASA) assessments and their significance in
maintaining safe, secure, and efficient ammunition
stockpiles. It then provided an introductory look at the UN
SaferGuard Self-Assessment Toolset, as an effective
method for conducting these assessments.

Day 2
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Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and
Light Weapons (SEESAC), Small Arms Survey (SAS) and
Mines Advisory Group (MAG) for accepting our invitation to
support this Seminar and to share their valuable
experience onthe topic”, he continued.

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie also explained
how the main focus of PSSM activities during the last 10
years has evolved step by step from awareness raising
through sharing of lessons learned and experiences
gained, all the way to this particular activity, whose
purpose is to present recent policy developments at the
international level with the conclusion of the open-ended
working group on conventional ammunition.

Ms Nora Allgaier, UNODA, started her Opening remarks by
thanking RACVIAC for the fruitful collaboration and close
partnership in organizing this regional seminar and she
further thanked the Ammunition Management Team
(AMAT) for their technical and substantive expert support
inthe design and delivery of the Seminar.

Before closing, she expressed UNODA's enthusiasm about
having such a diverse and knowledgeable group of
experts and practitioners from national authorities, UN
entities and international, regional and non-governmental
organizations participating in this seminar. “This is in line
with the spirit of the Global Framework to promote a multi-
stakeholder approach to conventional ammunition
management”, she concluded.

Welcome Adress by Ms Nora Allgaier (UNODA)

The program started with an “Introduction to New
Global Framework for Through-life Conventional
Ammunition Management” by Mr James Bevan
(CAR), which provided an overview of the new Global
Framework focusing on the therein-contained
political commitments and implementation
opportunities.

4
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During the next session, the role of regional organizations
in conventional ammunition management (Mr Alain Lapon
— SEESAC) and the importance of gender mainstreaming
and the meaningful participation of women in through-life
conventional ammunition management (Mr Callum Watson
—SAS) were discussed.

The afternoon session started with a tabletop exercise.
The participants discussed the relevance of the new Global
Framework for RACVIAC states, including implications,
challenges and opportunities.

After that, lectures (Mr Ursign Hofmann — UNIDIR, Ms
Tamara SvirCev — SEESAC, David Willey — MAG) were
delivered to provide insights into the sustainability
objectives of the Global Framework:

» O1:importance of international standards

» 02: needs-driven and sustainable approaches
» 03:regional and sub-regional mechanisms
 O4:sustainability of national capabilities

» 015: broad stakeholder engagement, collaboration and
coordination.

The first day of the Seminar ended with a tabletop
exercise. This session built on the foundational
understanding developed during the previous

discussions and focused on deepening the
reflection and dialogue among participants
regarding the sustainability objectives of the Global
Framework.

Participants engaged in an interactive discussion to
operationalize the specific measures under each
sustainability objective, unpacking the practical aspects of
implementation.
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This plenary session was designed as a
comprehensive wrap-up, synthesizing the key
insights and discussions from the various sessions
and workshops of the event, which also provided
participants with an overview of the Global
Framework follow-up and implementation.

Syndicate Work

The Seminar Closing remarks were delivered by COL
Kayhan Turhan, Programme Manager in RACVIAC CSE
Pillar after which he presented the participants with
certificates together with Ms. Nora Allgaier, Political Affairs
Officer, Conventional Arms Branch, UNODA.
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Col Turhan expressed gratitude to RACVIAC partners, the
United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) and
the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian
Demining's (GICHD) Ammunition Management Advisory
Team (AMAT), for their supportive approach during the
preparatory phase and their professionalism during the
execution of this Seminar: “Your commitment was
commendable and particularly the fact that you showed
real concern when it comes to the final outcome of this
particular event. Working with you in this joint enterprise
has been inspiring and | hope that we can continue with
our fruitful cooperation in the years to come.”

Seminar Participants

The participants of the Seminar had the opportunity to get
an insight into the Global Framework for Through-life
Conventional Ammunition Management, and, furthermore,
to reflect on its implications and explore how enhancing
technical capacity for assessments can reinforce
organizational capabilities and capacities in conventional
ammunition management. @

This seminar brought together professionals and
experts in the field of through-life management of
conventional ammunition, including
representatives of national militaries, relevant
defence ministries and international and regional
organizations (16 participants and 12
distinguished speakers).
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“Gonference on Security Challenges

for Europe”

6-7 December 2023, Zagreb, Croatia

A two-day “Conference on Security Challenges
for Europe” was held in Zagreb on 6-7 December
2023. The Conference was a continuation of an
established series of activities aimed towards
enabling open and comprehensive discussions
on emerging security challenges for Europe and
South East European countries in particular.

Conference Opening -VIP guests at the Conference hall in
Hotel Hilton Garden Inn Zagreb

The eleventh annual "Conference on Security Challenges
for Europe" was a result of fruitful cooperation between
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation, the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) Office in Croatia, and the George
C. Marshall European Centre for Security Studies (Balkans
360 Initiative). This hybrid event attracted over 150
participants, including senior national security
policymakers, experts from various ministries, diplomatic
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corps, governmental and non-governmental
organizations, and academics. The Conference
seamlessly blended in-person and online participation,
fostering discussions on contemporary security
challenges and policy development.

The Conference was dedicated to energy and
climate security topics and the impacts of the war in
Ukraine. The Conference main objectives were
closely connected to the Russia—Ukraine war and its
implications for a Euro-Atlantic response, climate
change and energy security, taking into account its
main implications for South East Europe.

The Conference was opened by RACVIAC Director, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, Mr. Holger H.
Haibach, Head of the KAS Office in the Republic of Croatia,
and Dr. Matthew Rhodes, Professor at the George C.
Marshall European Centre for Security Studies. The
audience was warmly welcomed in the Introductory
messages given by H.E. Dr. Christian Hellbach,
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to
Croatia, and Mr. Christian Lynch, Acting Deputy Chief of
Mission of the United States of America to the Republic of
Croatia. Finally, the Conference Keynote Address was
delivered by H.E. lvan Anusi¢, Minister of Defense and
Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Croatia.

Opening the Conference H.E. Ambassador Grigorie,
RACVIAC Director, proudly underlined the importance
of this event by saying that this was the eleventh
conference in a series of similar events, and that it is
the biggest RACVIAC event in terms of participation,
and a flagship event of RACVIAC.
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H.E. Ambassador Constantin - Mihail Grigorie,
Director of RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation

Furthermore, he expressed special gratitude to Mr. Holger
H. Haibach and the KAS Office in Croatia for putting
enormous efforts into its organization, as well as Dr.
Rhodes and the George C. Marshall European Centre for
Security Studies for supporting it with such a high level of
expertise. “I sincerely hope that this solid bond of
cooperation and overall synergy will continue to expand®,
he added.

Ambassador Grigorie introduced the agenda of the four
Conference Panels, highlighting their importance for
transnational security. The Conference's main focus was
on energy and climate security in connection to the
Russia-Ukraine war while considering the influence of the
Middle Eastern crisis on Euro-Atlantic and South East
European security as well.

The inaugural Panel, “Energy and Climate as 21st Century
Issues,” emphasized Ambassador Grigorie, will analyze
the interconnection between climate change and energy
security in Europe. It will aim to provide evidence and
discuss strategies for significantly reducing carbon
emissions.

Reflecting on the Second Panel, focused on Regional
Energy Security amidst the war in Ukraine, RACVIAC
Director highlighted economic collapse, asset

destruction, and global energy market disruptions caused
by the Russian invasion. The Panel will aim to examine
these circumstances and propose solutions, he added.

The Third Panel, “The War in Ukraine and Euro-Atlantic
Security,” will examine threats arising from the Russian
aggression in Ukraine within the framework of Euro-
Atlantic Security, Ambassador Grigorie said. It will assess
the security situation in NATO's eastern flank, consider
recent security developments, and monitor
consequences across various domains. The potential
outcomes of this war will impact strategic priorities and
shape the long-term policies of European states, he
underlined.

Ambassador Grigorie also expressed concern that the
Russian aggression in Ukraine poses a significant
challenge to Euro-Atlantic security, marking a profound
threat in the region. The widespread condemnation of
Russia's actions underscores the shared perspective
regarding the current situation in Eastern Europe, he
stressed.

Additionally, RACVIAC Director emphasized the
importance of the Fourth Panel, “Regional Climate
Security in the Shadow of the War in Ukraine,” which will
aimto explore overlooked regional climate security issues
influenced by the recent security-related developments.

Mr. Holger H. Haibach, Head of the KAS Office in the
Republic of Croatia, in his Opening speech thanked their

Mr. Holger Haibach, Head of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
(KAS) Office in Croatia
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Excellencies the Ambassadors accredited in the Republic
of Croatia, members of the Diplomatic and military corps
and participants for attending the Conference. He said
that it is good to go back in history and mentioned the so-
called ,butterfly effect and its consequences, the
situation in Germany and the Soviet Union, and the current
conflicts in Ukraine, Israel and Azerbaijan. The instability of
the world calls for action, discussion and acknowledging
the problems, he stressed, adding that in today's world
which is rife with fake news it is important that
organizations like RACVIAC exist as platforms for
discussions to influence political will. He underlined the
longstanding cooperation with RACVIAC, expressing
thankfulness for the opportunity that KAS contributes to
that goal.

Dr. Matthew Rhodes, Professor at the George C. Marshall
European Centre for Security Studies, in his Opening
speech thanked everyone for attending the Conference
and RACVIAC for organizing it, adding that he was glad to
see Minister Anusi¢ joining the event as well.

Professor Rhodes expressed gratefulness for the German-
American partnership. He talked about the so-called
~polycrisis“in 2023 and how there are multiple challenges
that should not be ignored. In many ways the war in Ukraine
remains a threat for Europe, he stressed, and went on to
add that one of the big challenges that we are also facing is
climate change: ,The resources are stretched between
multiple conflict zones. For the next two days we will be

llnHeti States of -
Croafia ‘1

Mr. Christian Hellbach, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany to the Republic of Croatia
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looking at each crisis individually and collectively®, he
concluded, saying that he was looking forward to two great
days ahead.

In his Introductory message H.E. Dr. Christian Hellbach,
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Croatia,
expressed his gratitude for being invited and to be able to
share his expertise and experience on the topic. He used
the opportunity to emphasize the fact that the Russian
aggression on Ukraine has definitely contributed to
intensifying conflicts in the Western Balkans.

Mr. Christian Lynch, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission of the
United States of America to the Republic of Croatia,
expressed gratitude for the invitation to the Conference.
He thanked the organizers, highlighting the longstanding
cooperation with the US Embassy. Touching on the
Conference topics, he emphasized USA's continued
support for Ukraine in its fight for freedom and thanked
Croatian partners for their incredible support.

the Republic of Cro

Mr. Christian Lynch, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission of
the United States of America

Mr. Lynch addressed the pervasive concern regarding
terrorism in its various forms, emphasizing the risks to
individual and collective security and its contribution to
political radicalization. He stressed: ,An additional
dimension of caution has been introduced regarding the
potential adverse effects of technologically advanced
solutions across various aspects of life and work. The
transformative impact of disruptive technologies on the
nature of warfare creates new arenas for both state and
non-state actorsto engage®.
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At the end of the Opening session H.E. Mr. lvan
Anusic, Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Croatia, in his Keynote Address
pondered on the central theme of this year's
conference, emphasizing the critical issue of
energy and climate security. He delved into the
repercussions of the ruthless Russian aggression
against Ukraine. Acknowledging the multifaceted
challenges in Europe, ranging from traditional
warfare to hybrid conflicts, he highlighted the use
of energy, migration, and even food as weapons.

Mr. AnuSi¢ drew attention to the evolving operational
domains of cyber security and space, emphasizing their
potential to manipulate information and disrupt critical
infrastructure. He underlined the interconnectedness of
the discussed threats, asserting that they cannot be
effectively addressed in isolation. The same
interconnected approach applies to understanding the
security implications of climate change, adding
complexity to the overarching security context, he added.

Additionally, Mr. Anusi¢ warned against a resurgence of
challenges from the 1990s, stating that this would be
detrimental to the region and benefit external powers
aiming to fragment Europe. The ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and the Middle East should act as a poignant
reminder of the high stakes involved and the significant
losses incurred by those who resort to violence for
personal gains, he stressed. ,With this perspective in
mind, | extend my wishes for a productive and open
exchange of ideas to all participants. | also affirm my
personal commitment, along with that of the Ministry of
Defence, to support events like this one whenever
feasible®, he concluded.

The First Panel, titled "Energy and Climate as 21st
Century Security Issues," was moderated by Dr. Matthew
Rhodes of the George C. Marshall European Center for
Security Studies. Speakers included Dr. Louise Selisny
from Oxford University's Climate Change and (In)Security
project and H.E. Dr. Réka Szemerkényi, Senior Advisor for
Transatlantic Strategy at the International Republican
Institute.

The discussion emphasized that climate security
intersects with defense and security, impacting issues like
drought, water scarcity, erosion, and rising sea levels.
Migration induced by climate change was highlighted as a
significant concern. The reduction of resources could fuel
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Dr. Matthew Rhodes, Professor at the George C. Marshall
European Centre for Security Studies

radicalization and terrorist expansion, it was added.
Climate-related impacts on agriculture could affect
economic efficiency, public perception, and political
stability. The multifaceted nature of energy, defined by the
"Energy trilemma" was also explored, especially in the
light of Europe's evolving energy landscape post-2022,
diversifying away from Russian dependence.

Policy recommendations stemming from the discussion
included developing a robust European energy market,
securing critical infrastructure with a focus on sea belt
vulnerabilities, and fostering regional cooperation to
address security dilemmas. The overarching
recommendation was to "think strategically," emphasizing
the importance of decisions within the broader context of
transatlantic cooperation.

The Panel finished with a Q&A session and a short wrap-up
by Dr Rhodes, the Panel Moderator.

The Second Panel, titled "Regional Energy Security in the
Shadow of the War in Ukraine," started with the remarks of
the Panel moderator MiSo Mudrié¢, PhD from the University
of Zagreb, Faculty of Law. The Panel speakers were Mr.
George Lazar, Secretary of State at the Ministry of Energy
of Romania, Mr. Martin Vladimirov, Director, Energy and
Climate Program at the Center for the Study of
Democracy, and H.E. Anar Imanov, Ambassador of
Azerbaijan to the Republic of Croatia.

The Key points analyzed included the global challenge of
energy security, emphasizing the need for institutional
coordination in a multinational context. Romania's
success regarding energy security, based on a diversified
energy mix, was noted, with a phased-out approach to
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RACVIAC Director H.E. Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and
H.E. Ivan Anusic, Minister of Defense

coal. The Panel stressed the importance of
complementary elements like natural gas and nuclear
energy insupporting the transition to a green economy.

The crisis caused by the war in Ukraine exposed the
overreliance of some EU states on Russian fossil fuels. The
Panel noted the ongoing risks, including some countries
evading Russian sanctions and the Western Balkans
increasing natural gas consumption. The discussion
explored options like energy efficiency, clean
technologies, and the role of Azerbaijan as a reliable
partner for the EU, emphasizing Italy's partnership.
Concerns were raised about Russian fuel exports to
Eastern European nuclear power plants and Chinese
investments in coal derailing climate goals.

The session was concluded with a Q&A and a summary by
Dr. MiSo Mudri¢, the Panel Moderator.

The Third Panel, titled "The War in Ukraine and Euro-
Atlantic Security," moderated by Monika Begovi¢, PhD,
Atlantic Council of Croatia, featured the speakers
Yevgeniya Gaber, PhD, Professor, George C. Marshall
European Center for Security Studies and Christina Krause,
PhD, Head of International and Security Affairs, Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung, Berlin.

The discussion centered on the war's impact on the
ecosystem in Ukraine and the Black Sea, highlighting
environmental damage and the occupation of key
infrastructure. The stalemate in Ukraine was
acknowledged, emphasizing the strategic importance of
Ukrainian success in the Black Sea region. Two scenarios
were explored, emphasizing the critical nature of a
Ukrainian victory for sustainable peace and development.

ACTIVITIES

The Panel addressed the significant increase in defense
expenditures across Europe, with Germany notably
boosting its defense budget. Germany's evolving support
for Ukraine was discussed, noting the public's historical
reluctance. The evolving role of NATO in European
defense, especially in South East Europe, was
emphasized, with considerations for increasing the
number of German soldiers, including the idea of a
mandatory "social year."

The session was concluded with a Q&A and a short wrap-
up by Monika Begovi¢, PhD, the Panel Moderator.

H.E. Ivan Anusic, Minister of Defense

In the Third Panel Ukrainian sentiments when it
comes to the ongoing war of Russian aggression
were discussed. The vast majority of Ukrainians are
ready to fight back as long as it takes. The morale
of the Ukrainians is still high and optimistic
including the liberation of Crimea as a critical point
when it comes to the control of the Black Sea
region. On the other hand, Russians are also
supporting the war by a significant percentage.
Ukrainians do not want a temporary ceasefire. They
want sustainable and rightful peace, it was
underlined.

The Fourth Panel, titled “Regional Climate Security in the
Shadow of the War in Ukraine” started with the remarks of
Yevgeniya Gaber, PhD as the moderator, and included
Marta Zorko, PhD, Associate Professor, University of
Zagreb, Faculty of Political Science and Dimitar Bechey,
PhD, Senior Fellow, Carnegie Europe, as speakers.

The key points covered included the complex interplay
between climate security and national security,
emphasizing human security concerns such as air and
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water pollution. The topic of the war in Ukraine included
issues like food security and migration waves due to
climate change, particularly the recent droughts in the
Balkans.

The Western Balkans became some kind of
spotlight after the Ukrainian War because of the
narratives of belongings that opened up in some

of the states in the region, like, f.e., Russian vs.
European discourse. This pressure provoked an
answer on the part of the EU in the sense of
enlargement and integration of the Western Balkan
countries into the EU.

The EU's role as a driver for the green transition in the
Western Balkans was discussed, with commitments made
in 2020 aligned with climate goals. However, the Panel
expressed concern over the lack of binding timelines for
phasing out of coal in the Western Balkan countries.
Challenges included the influence of traditional power
production on local politicians and the need for
investment in renewable energy. Corruption risks were
acknowledged, but the importance of private sector
leadershipin this transition was also underscored.

The discussion highlighted internal pressures such as
poor air quality, and stressed the need for Western Balkan
countries to be eligible for the EU transition fund.
Investment in renewable energy, with a focus on energy
storage, was emphasized. The Panel was concluded by
noting that the integration of the Western Balkans into the
EUinthe green sectoris both an opportunity and a burden
for the region.

The Panel finished with a Q&A session and a short
summary of all the topics covered by Yevgeniya Gaber,
PhD, the Panel moderator.

The Closing perspectives were delivered by Mr.
Radovan Bogojevic¢, General Director for Multilateral
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro
and Dr. Nikola Brzica, Strategic Analyst.

It was mentioned that in recent years rapid digitalization
and exponential increase of cyber-attacks in the Western
Balkans have posed significant challenges. The imperative
to fortify cyber resilience has emerged as a precondition
for stability and security. In August 2022, Montenegro
faced a cyber-attack targeting government infrastructure
and public service delivery. Montenegrin government
took the necessary measures to protect public service

RACVIAC Deputy Director RADM Predrag Stipanovic¢ and
MG Slaven Zdilar, Commander of the
Dr. Franjo Tudman Croatian Defence Academy

with ample support by the allied countries. Montenegro is
establishing the Regional Western Balkan Cyber Capacity
Center in collaboration with the Government of Slovenia
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France in Podgorica thus
facilitating education and expertise improvement in the
field of cyber security, it was underlined.

The recent weather disasters in Europe have caused
unprecedented damage and incurred significant losses of
human lives. Russia's large-scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2002 has fundamentally altered the calculus of
Europe's energy security. Faced with these and other
challenges, Europe must find an optimal way to guarantee
safety and security for its member states and their
populations, it was added.

Individual states have limited ways and means to predict
and respond effectively to weather events. Extreme
weather events can have enormous political / social /
economic impacts. Initiatives such as the European Union
Solidarity Fund (EUSF) enable a crisis response at a
collective level within the EU. Collective and coordinated
investment is necessary to have balance. Energy (and
food) inflation disproportionally affect lower income
households, it was further stressed.

Both climate and energy security challenges appear
to have similar effects, it was concluded, such as
politicization, inability of individual countries to
effectively mitigate risks, significant
political/social/economic implications, as well as a
disproportionate effect on specific segments of the
population.
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The Closing remarks were delivered by Matthew Rhodes,
PhD, Professor, George C. Marshall European Center for
Security Studies and RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie.

It was stressed that it is necessary to maintain focus
on all topics that were mentioned during the
Conference whether it is the ongoing war in

Ukraine, climate change or the role of the energy
issue. A lot has been done in this sense, but we are
very partially on the way and still need to keep
going, it was concluded.

There is a need for a strategic approach to deal with these
issues. Finally, the importance of events like this one lies in
the fact that they play a role in encouraging the strategic
approach and keeping our focus on the issues that can be
forgotten, it was added.

ACTIVITIES

It was also mentioned that awareness about the facts and
issues discussed during the Conference is an example by
itself of how cooperation could lead to success. A
common picture and common understanding can support
a joined answer to the different challenges that our
societies are facing, it was concluded.

The “Conference on Security Challenges for Europe”
contributed to boosting interest among state officials and
academic society in the region and beyond. The evidence
of this is the steady increase in the number of participants
from RACVIAC Members, Associate Members, and
Observers. ®

Enabling networking and creating opportunities
for participants to share their national and
individual concerns represents RACVIAC
commitment to fulfill its mission.

—=

Conference on
Security Challenges

.. Jorsurape
r__,t- g B, ' '
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RACVIAC Staff

Disclaimer: All statements, opinions and conclusions of the panellists during the Conference are their personal opinions and do not represent any

official governmental or non-governmental organization.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence. (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and cooperation).
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NEWSLETTER Issue 71 FAREWELL

After three years of dedicated
service in RACVIAC we marked the
“end of the term of yet another of our
friends and colleagues, COL
Dimitrios Biris.

COL Biris joined RACVIAC — Centre
for Security Cooperation in
November 2020 as Programme
Manager in Security Sector
Governance Pillar. With his
experience and ways of building
good contact networks during his
mandate and dedicated service he
contributed immensely to RACVIAC.

On the occasion of his farewell COL
Biris addressed his colleagues in a
speech and thanked RACVIAC staff
for the fruitful and enriching
experience’ during his three-year
tenure in the Organization.

Director of RACVIAC, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin - Mihail
Grigorie, took the opportunity to
express his gratitude for COL Biris's professionalism and dedicated work in creating and implementing RACVIAC
Programme aimed at promoting security cooperation and dialogue in the region. On behalf of RACVIAC staff
Ambassador Grigorie wished him lots of happiness and success both privately and in his new job and expressed
hope that the experience gainedin RACVIAC will greatly contribute to that.

WELCOME

Ms. Julia Toki¢ started working as an intern in RACVIAC CTST
Pillar in November 2023 as a part of her undergraduate studies
program in International Relations and Management. Growing
up in Germany and boasting Croatian roots she always felt an
inclination towards multicultural collaboration. At a young age,
she began engaging herself in and establishing projects
fostering multiethnic dialogue and democracy, which has
motivated her to pursue her career in the field of International
Relations. She speaks German, English, Croatian, French, and
Russian and is keen on learning other languages as well in order
to expand her network of global alliances and collaborations.
IL
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