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Visit of the Ambassador of

the Kingdom of Spain

It was a great pleasure to receive the visit of H.E. Mr. Juan
González-Barba Pera, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Spain to the Republic of Croatia, in RACVIAC on 7th
September 2023. RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, together with RACVIAC team
welcomed the distinguished guest.

The work of RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and
its Programme 2023 was presented to Ambassador
González-Barba Pera. During the meeting several questions
related to RACVIAC Programme of activities and some
ongoing and future projects were discussed. The two parties
exchanged ideas for future cooperation. As Spain has been a
RACVIAC Associate Member since 2008, Ambassador
Grigorie also took the opportunity to express his
appreciation for the past cooperation between RACVIAC and
Spain and emphasized RACVIAC readiness to intensify mutual
cooperation in the future.

Ambassador Barba Pera thanked for the hospitality and
expressed his willingness to collaborate on future projects.

H.E. Ambassador Juan González-Barba Pera and

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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Meeting Participants

RACVIAC representative attended the 35 Meeting of theth

Permanent Working Group
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation representative,
Mr. Predrag Omrčen, CSE Pillar Activity Coordinator,
attended on 6th and 7th September the 35th Meeting of
the Permanent Working Group of the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control (Dayton Peace Agreement, Annex
1B – Article IV) in Vršac, RS.

RACVIAC has been organizing the Dayton Article IV
Courses since 2001 and this is one of the Centre's longest
running courses. RACVIAC representative attended the
Meeting in order to be informed about the latest events, as
well as to be better prepared to organize the Course on
time.

During the Meeting the parties to the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia, expressed their determination to
continue solving issues that can contribute to the further

improvement of the implementation of the Agreement,
with the aim of improving cooperation and strengthening
peace and stability in the region.

RACVIAC Representative attended

50 SEDM CC and 49 PMSC Meetingsth th

On 13-14 September 2023 the 50th SEDM Coordination
Committee (CC) and 49th Political-Military Steering
Committee (PMSC) Meetings took place in Timisoara,
Romania. RACVIAC representative in those meetings was
LTC Arta Driza, Planning & Liaison Officer for SEE.

Meeting Participants

The Meetings were attended by representatives of 14
SEDM member and observer countries (Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Italy, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia,
Türkiye, Georgia), the Commander of the SEEBRIG
Multinational Brigade as well as representatives of
RACVIAC, UNDP/SEESAC, USA Embassy and E-ARC. The
representatives of the Moldavian Ministry of Defence also
participated in the meetings.

These were the first meetings in a row under the Bucharest
Chairmanship.

The Meetings were presided by the SEDM-CC/PMSC
Chairperson, Director of SEDM-CC/PMSC Secretariat, Ms
Violeta Nicolesku.

RACVIAC as an organization for cooperation and dialogue
on security issues in the region continues with its
commitment to strengthen cooperation between the
countries of South East Europe in the area of defense, in
order to support Euro-Atlantic integration of SEE
countries.
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RACVIAC continues to coordinate its efforts with these
countries' achievements, IOT further strengthen RACVIAC
role as the leading platform for regional cooperation and
networking.

RACVIAC nine (9) Members and two (2) of its associate
partners are also members of SEDM. Therefore, RACVIAC
participation in these meetings plays an important role in
planning and designing of its activities in cooperation with
regional and international organizations and initiatives,
and in line with the most emergent challenges that the SEE
region is facing today. During the working sessions the
attendees discussed the progress achieved so far and the
way ahead. The SEDM Secretariat and COMSEEBRIG
Brigadier General Bilbil Bitri presented an update on the
activities and results achieved since the last CC/PMSC
meeting in March 2023.

RACVIAC representative provided an update on the
activities conducted by RACVIAC during 2023, and future
activities planned for 2024, highlighting that the Centre
develops project-oriented activities tailored to the
Members' needs, working together on identifying those
real needs, which aims to contribute towards enhancing
the potentially beneficial role that regional integration may

play in bringing the relevant countries to a cooperative
equilibrium.

LTC Driza also highlighted some RACVIAC activities that
reflect and address the latest threats in this region,
continuing to provide support to it in the process of
implementation of relevant treaties and instruments by
means of supporting the development of national policies
and strategies and their implementation plans thus
strengthening national and regional defense and security
capacities in key sectors as well as the EU requirements in
achieving the goal of full membership in European and
Euro-Atlantic structures as the best way to preserve
stability and security in the region.

She emphasized the intention to continue intensifying
SEDM-RACVIAC cooperation to overcome the current
security challenges and help all Members achieve a
comprehensive solution to those challenges.

RACVIAC participation in the said meetings helps identify
the most emergent challenges that the SEE region is facing
today, as well as to remain updated on the current situation
in the region and presents a good opportunity to create
synergy and avoid duplications.

Serbian Ambassador
visited RACVIAC
On Friday, 15 September 2023, H.E. Ms Jelena Milić,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Serbia to the Republic of Croatia, visited
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation. She was
accompanied by the Defence Attaché to Croatia LTC Bojan
Veličković.

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail
Grigorie, accompanied by Deputy Director, RADM Predrag
Stipanović, also introduced RACVIAC Staff to the
distinguished guests.

They were, furthermore, provided with the presentation on
RACVIAC history, mission and accomplishments of the
Centre. H.E. Ambassador Constantin – Mihail Grigorie
provided explanations related to RACVIAC Members, the
nature, aim and outcomes of RACVIAC Programme of
activities, emphasizing and praising Serbian contribution
to RACVIAC in the form of providing personnel for its staff,
financial contributions for the Budget, or experts for the
Centre's activities.

It is worth emphasizing that Serbia has chaired the MAG
three times thus far. As of October 2022 Colonel Nebojša
Svjetlica, MoD, has been holding the position of MAG
Chairperson.

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation is thankful for
Serbia's support and contribution to security dialogue and
cooperation in South East Europe and RACVIAC Director
took the opportunity to express appreciation to
Ambassador Milić regarding the readiness of Serbia,
RACVIAC Member, to intensify mutual cooperation in the
future.

H.E. Ambassador Jelena Milić and
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie
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Working meeting with the German Defence Attaché
A working meeting was held on September 21, 2023 with
the German Defence Attaché, LTC Guido Altendorf and
RACVIAC representatives headed by RACVIAC Deputy
Director, RADM Predrag Stipanović on the occasion of
assuming the new position of Deputy Director.

During the meeting several topics were discussed, one of
which was RACVIAC Programme of activities in 2024.

RADM Stipanović expressed his appreciation for the visit
and highlighted the importance of German-RACVIAC
cooperation in promoting regional security and stability.

Both sides expressed their willingness to continue with
successful cooperation and reiterated that they are
looking forward to future joint activities which are aimed at
extending cooperation and visibility of RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation.

LTC Guido Altendorf and RACVIAC Hosts

RACVIAC Deputy Director paid a visit to Hungarian CHOD

RACVIAC Deputy Director, Rear Admiral Predrag
Stipanović, paid a courtesy visit to the Chief of Defence
Staff of Hungary, General Gábor Böröndi on Monday,
September 18, 2023.

On the occasion of the ongoing “Vienna Document 2011
Compliance and Verification Course”, organized by
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and Hungary,
RADM Stipanović commended the support of Hungary,

Chief of Defence Staff of Hungary, General Gábor Böröndi and

RACVIAC Deputy Director, RADM Predrag Stipanović

especially the direct contribution to the work of RACVIAC
via seconding personnel. He also expressed gratitude for
co-organizing and hosting several RACVIAC activities and
thanked for the help in achieving the Centre's mission to
promote security cooperation and dialogue in the region.

Furthermore, RADM Stipanović expressed hope that the
Vienna Document Course will be successfully conducted
and useful for all participants. Thanking for in-kind
contribution he expressed hope of intensifying future
cooperation with the Ministry of Defense of Hungary.

The "Vienna Document Compliance and Verification
Course 2011" was held from September 18 to 22 2023 and
organized by RACVIAC - Center for Security Cooperation
and Hungary, with the financial support of Germany. The
aim of the Course was to acquaint participants with the
content of the Vienna Document 2011, providing a
comprehensive, theoretical and practical analysis of the
implementation of these activities.
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Office Call with RACVIAC Director
Director of RACVIAC H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail
Grigorie met the representatives of US EUCOM and
Defence Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) on the occasion
of the “C-WMD Network Conference - Impact of Hybrid
Conflict on Regional WMD Proliferation” which will be
conducted in RACVIAC on 26 – 28 September 2023.

He expressed his gratitude for continuous longstanding
support that DTRA and EUCOM have been providing to
RACVIAC C-WMD Network Programme since 2015,
emphasizing the importance of further engagement of all
stakeholders – RACVIAC, US agencies and national
institutions of RACVIAC Members. He also pointed out the
necessity of nurturing close regional collaboration in the
development of national counter proliferation capabilities,
which is an area to which RACVIAC and DTRA/EUCOM can
jointly bring added value.

US representatives expressed their commitment to
continue cooperating with RACVIAC and informed

Participants of the Office Call

Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie about plans for the
future development of RACVIAC Programme.

Visit of COL Goran Vasile ski, Head ofv
OSCE High - Level Planning Group

On Thursday, 28 September 2023, Colonel Goran
Vasilevski, Head of OSCE High - Level Planning Group paid
a visit to RACVIAC. He was accompanied by COL Huseyin
Buruksu, Operations Officer and LTC John O'Sullivan,
Logistics Officer. The delegation was hosted by RACVIAC
delegation headed by Deputy Director, RADM Predrag
Stipanović.

In order to gain an insight into the work of RACVIAC they
were presented with RACVIAC history, mission and vision
and Programme of activities. They showed special interest
in the area related to Countering Transnational Security
Threats. RACVIAC hosts were also briefed on the subjects
that fall within their scope of work.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook, Colonel Goran Vasilevski wished everyone
involved in its work lots of success.

The meeting represented a great opportunity to discuss
further co-operation in the areas of mutual interest.

COL Goran Vasilevski,

Head of the OSCE High-Level Planning Group



7

Course Opening

ACTIVITIES

Gender Training of
the Trainers Course

4-15 September 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

From 4th to 15th September 2023 RACVIAC -

Centre for Security Cooperation together with

the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military

Operations (NCGM) and the Personnel

Department of the General Staff of the Armed

Forces of the Republic of Croatia co-organized

the “Gender Training of the Trainers Course

(GToT)”.

The importance of the gender aspect in military
operations had prompted NATO, as well as other national
and multinational defence organisations to address,
regulate and implement the integration of the gender
perspective, both on the duty level and on the level of
participation in Peace Support Operations (PSO).
According to the Review of the Practical Implications of
UNSCR 1325 for the Conduct of NATO-led Operations and
Missions (2013) a very important recommendation to
NATO and all current and future operational partner
nations is to "train trainers on UNSCR 1325 and gender
mainstreaming, with the objective of supporting on-the-
job training”.

This two-week Course prepares instructors and trainers to
successfully plan, conduct and evaluate education,
training and exercises on how to integrate the gender
perspective within their own respective functional area.
Additionally, the Course provides participants with the
knowledge of frameworks and guidelines in regulating
gender in military operations as well as skills and
competencies required to effectively plan, conduct and
evaluate the training of security sector personnel in both
national and international context.

The GToT curriculum was built based on the NCGM
template certified by NATO with some improvements and
adjustments made in accordance with the lessons learned
from previous similar training events held from 2014
onwards.

This year the Course continued to grow in terms of the
regionally-owned aspect: the Course Director was LTC
Sanja Pejović, ME and the syndicate leaders and
instructors came from the SEE region: LTC Goran Boroš,
HR, LTC Tome Peev, MK, MSG Nura Mulavdić, BA and MSG
Marija Horvat, HR.

Provisions of corresponding expertise and overall
organization were respectfully divided between RACVIAC,
the Personnel Department of the General Staff of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia, with NCGM's
support that was the main Course facilitator. All parties
were at a certain point included in the Course preparation
and organization, as well as the development of the Course
Agenda and experts' engagement.

Course Group Photo
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In total 41 participants, military officers and NCOs as

well as civilian equivalents from Albania, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Greece,

Jordan, Montenegro, North Macedonia, the

Netherlands, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Ukraine

including Subject Matter Experts and instructors

from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro,

North Macedonia, Sweden and RACVIAC staff, took

part in the Course. Out of this number 25 were

Course students while the rest were involved in the

Course execution as academic, lecturers,

administrative or support personnel.

The Course was a 10-day training event designed as a
combination of lectures, corresponding individual and
syndicate work, followed by a practical exercise and the
final exam. Prior to their arrival the students were obliged
to complete the NATO "ADL 169" online Course, "Gender
Perspective in Military Operations". Hence, they arrived
with a common level of knowledge about the subject
matter.

During the Course the web platform was used,It's Learning

giving the students an opportunity to access all reference
materials when needed, contact the syndicate leaders or
instructors and upload their assignments or the
assignments of their syndicates.

Each day started with short common reflections targeted
to point out the accomplishments of the previous day and
what lies ahead.

From the very beginning the students were encouraged to
be open and actively contribute to joint work primarily as
members of a designated group - a syndicate.

The Course started on 4th September with the

Opening ceremony during which, on behalf of RACVIAC

Director H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, a

Welcome address was given by RACVIAC Programme

Manager Col Dimitrios Biris.

“The engagement of mentors from NCGM and participants
from countries like Ukraine, the Netherlands, Denmark,
Jordan and Slovenia, from organisations like NATO Allied
Joint Force Command Naples (JFC Naples) and Crisis
Management and Disaster Response Centre of Excellence
(CMDR COE) gives a positive impetus to the whole event
thus additionally expanding the Course's reach beyond
SEE” stressed Col Biris. He also expressed sincere
gratitude to RACVIAC partners, NCGM and CAF, for
supporting a joint vision and providing it with their

precious and longstanding expertise and experience.
“This particular RACVIAC training activity is an excellent
example of the level of cooperation and synergy achieved
among the three main organizational partners in utilizing
mutual resources and support”, he concluded.

During the Course Opening participants were also greeted
by Ms Paula Iwanowska from Nordic Centre for Gender in
Military Operations (NCGM) and COL Boženko Đevoić from
Croatian Ministry of Defence. Ms Iwanowska wished them
luck and referred to the long-standing cooperation
between RACVIAC and NCGM. COL Đevoić greeted the
participants and pointed out the fact that almost all of the
instructors in this Course were attendees of previous GToT
courses, like, for example, himself. Also, he said that he was
confident that some of the participants would return to
RACVIAC as gender instructors in the future too.

Welcome Adress by RACVIAC Programme Manager,

COL Dimitrios Biris

Welcome Address by Ms Paula Iwanowska, NCGM Mentor
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After the Course Opening, the academic part of the Course
started with the introduction of gender-related terms and
definitions and the basics of training assessment tools,
instructional strategies and techniques.

The first Course day ended with the Team building event,
which was designed to support the Course objectives and
had the primary purpose of facilitating the students'
informal introduction, initial syndicate bonding and
creation of the positive competitive spirit among the
syndicates.

The second day of the Course Unitedstarted with the
Nations Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace and
Security and related Resolutions following with the
familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO Bi-SC
Directive 40-1(2017) and how to identify the gender
perspective as a tool in the Commander's operational tool
kit. Additionally, students learned how to apply the gender
perspective at the strategic, operational and tactical level
in military tasks.

Syndicate work

D started with the introduction of theay three of the Course
international humanitarian law and human rights
framework. A conflict-related sexual violence topic was
also introduced and as a part of this topic a movie,
“Greatest Silence”, was presented to the students,
followed by a discussion.

The fourth day started with syndicate work on extraction
and discussion about UNSCR 1325 and related
Resolutions. Additionally, the students were familiarized
with the students' final assessment in the form of an exam,
which included writing or updating a lesson plan and
delivering a short demonstration of the lecture or a brief, in
order to demonstrate how to teach with an integrated
gender perspective.

The final day of week one ended with a special teaching
method “Project Work Day”. The aim of “Project Work Day”
is to plan education, training or an exercise that integrates

a gender perspective. Instead of having lectures on how to
plan and execute a training, students were working on
project - planning education, training or exercises for
different training audiences at different levels from the
tactical to the operational and strategic level. The
interactive learning environment achieved with the
"Project Working Day" was successful and highly
appreciated by the students, in particular by working with
students from the different syndicates.

Syndicate work Presentation

The second week of the Course was dedicated to

essential required teaching skills like conducting the

learning assessment, making a good presentation,

integrating gender into already existing education

and training and handling resistance in training

situations. Additionally, students worked in syndicates

on extraction of the main provisions of national

Action plans or MoD-related policy regarding UNSC

Resolutions on Women, Peace and Security.

Practical Outdoor Exercise – Role Playing Training

The key event was the practical outdoor exercise on how
to use role-playing in gender integrated training, which
was held during day six. This type of exercise facilitates an
active understanding of information and gives participants
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the opportunity to apply new skills and abilities. The
simulation serves as a rehearsal on how to conduct future
activities.

On day eight the schedule included the time dedicated for
the final exam preparations that were supported by the
syndicate leaders and instructors. Participants worked in
pairs on exam preparation. This was the pinnacle of the
Course efforts on the students' part after which the final
exam and graduation day came.

Practical Outdoor Exercise – Role Playing Training

The official part of the Course concluded with a

Closing Ceremony attended by H.E. Ambassador

Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director, Rear

Admiral Predrag Stipanović, RACVIAC Deputy

Director, LTC Lena Kvarving, Education & Training

department Head at NCGM, LTC Sanja Pejović,

Course Director, COL Dimitrios Biris, RACVIAC SSG

Programme Manager, as well as all syndicate leaders

and additional exam evaluators.

LTC Sanja Pejović, Course Director

LTC  Sanja  Pejović,  Course  Director,  expressed  sincere
gratitude to the participants for their persistence,
dedication and hard work in this important area for our
militaries and nations. “You have gained the skills and
knowledge that is needed to continue working on gender
perspective integration in your daily tasks and activities
and delivering training to different levels”, she stressed
and continued: “human rights, freedom, peace and safety
are not guaranteed, we all have responsibility to protect
them”.

Closing Ceremony, from left to right:
RACVIAC Director, H.E. Constantin-Mihail Grigorie;

NCGM Mentor, LTC Lena Kvarving;
Deputy CD, LTC Goran Boroš and

RACVIAC Deputy Director, RADM Predrag Stipanović

LTC Lena Kvarving, NCGM Mentor, in her Closing address
congratulated the participants and RACVIAC for the
excellent job. “Your work will enable armed forces to better

analyse and succeed in reaching their objectives”, she
concluded.

Director of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-

Mihail Grigorie thanked the Course Director for

tailoring the Course to the participants' needs

perfectly as well as instructors and lecturers who, he

added, managed to fulfil the high expectations and

produced such a successful event.

The Course was concluded with handing out of Certificates
to instructors and students.

The Course was conducted as a 10-day event, which
proved to be very efficient, giving the students and
instructors enough time for Course Programme
elaboration and self-study. The instructors' final
preparations were carried out prior to the start of the
Course as an advanced two-day preparation session,
separated from the Course schedule.
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Based on the evaluation of the survey, instructor feedback,
formative and summative assessment of the participating
students the objectives of the GTOT Course 2023 have
been achieved.

Closing Ceremony, hand out of Certificates

The engagement of mentors from NCGM and participants

from Jordan, Denmark, the Netherlands and Ukraine, as

well as from Crisis Management and Disaster Response

Centre of Excellence and Joint Force Command Naples

gave a positive impetus to the whole event thus

additionally expanding the Course's reach beyond SEE.

This Course is the longest and one of the most demanding
RACVIAC activities in terms of the NATO curriculum that
also includes final exam, as well as the instructing staff
involved and the level of applied IT support. This
particular RACVIAC training activity is an excellent
example of the level of cooperation and synergy achieved
among the three main organizational partners in utilizing
mutual resources and support. RACVIAC will continue to
maintain an international environment and involvement of
the key partner organizations (NCGM, CAF GS) in the
future as well.

Closing Ceremony:

RACVIAC Director and Deputy Director with NCGM Mentors, Course Director, Course Administrator and Syndicate Leaders
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The “Vienna Document 2011 Compliance and

Verification Course”, organized in cooperation

with Hungary and supported by the Federal

Republic of Germany, was held from 18 to 21

September in Hungary. The four-day Course

was designed as a combination of theoretical

lectures conducted in Budapest and practical

activities carried out in Kecskemét and Tata.

Vienna Document 2011 Compliance
and Verification Course
18-21 September,
Budapest, Kecskemét, Tata, Hungary

In order to facilitate the implementation of the provisions
of the Vienna Document RACVIAC has been organizing
Vienna Document courses for the countries of the South
East European region since 2001.

The purpose of this Course was to provide participants
with a theoretical overview of the Vienna Document 2011
(VD '11) offering a comprehensive analysis of both the
theoretical and practical level of the implementation of
these activities. It was organized in the spirit and the letters
of the VD' 11.

Opening the Course RACVIAC Deputy Director, RADM
Predrag Stipanović welcomed all the participants,
especially those who have never been involved in RACVIAC
activities before, and said: “It is our honour to welcome the
participants not only from our Members in South East
Europe, but also from Associate Members (Italy, Slovenia,
The Netherlands) and from partner organizations (DTRA-E,
OSCE BA). Their participation also stresses the importance
of collaboration between the countries of the region and
beyond.”

“I would like to take the opportunity to express our
gratitude to the OSCE, Germany (BWVC), Austria, Greece,
Hungary and DTRA-E for providing support to our joint
activity and to the speakers for undertaking this

challenge”, he continued. RADM Stipanović concluded his
Opening speech by saying: “I truly hope that this Course will

serve as an excellent tool to foster further openness and

transparency among our nations and that we can further

enhance the spirit of the Vienna Document.”

He also took the opportunity to express utmost gratitude
to Hungary for hosting this event on behalf of the whole
RACVIAC family as well as to Germany for the provision of
financial support.

Welcome Address by RACVIAC Deputy Director,

RADM Predrag Stipanović

Syndicate work
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In addition to providing the participants with the
opportunity to gain solid theoretical knowledge a great
plus of the Course was that they were able to familiarize
themselves with the realities of the Vienna Document
activities since during the 3rd and 4th day of the Course a
contact visit was paid to the Hungarian Defence Forces
101st Aviation Wing (Kecskemét) and to the HDF 1st
Armoured Brigade (Tata), according to Chapter IV of the
VD'11.

Group Photo

The Course gathered almost 40 participants and

lecturers from Albania, Austria, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Republic of Croatia, Germany, Hellenic

Republic, Hungary, Italy, Montenegro, the Netherlands,

Republic of North Macedonia, Republic of Serbia,

Republic of Slovenia, Republic of Türkiye, Defence

Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA-E) and OSCE.

The event was designed mainly for military personnel of
the SEE region but also provided useful insights for
civilians and experts from the defence, foreign policy or
other related areas. This four-day activity served also as a
networking forum for the participants who had an
opportunity to meet with their colleagues from the SEE
region as well as to meet the representatives and experts
from different countries, organizations and agencies
dealing with the execution of the VD '11 and/or other
elements of the Arms Control regime.

• LTC Steven R. CALDER (DTRA-E): "VD'11 Contents,
Structure, Main Parts and Basic Definitions”; ”Contacts”

• LtC Holger SASSE (BWVC DE): “Annual Exchange of
Military information”; “Compliance and Verification
(Inspection)”

• COL Dimitrios KALAITZIS (GR Arms Verification
Directorate) : “Risk Reduction”

• MAJ Mihail VÁRDAI (HU, Arms Control Branch): “Prior
Notification of Certain Military Activities”; “Observation
of Certain Military Activities”

• LTC Patrick KREMER (MOD AT): “Compliance and
Verification (Evaluation)”.

Theoretical Part

The topics of the theoretical part were the following:

• "History and DevelopmentMs Sintija OSKALNE (OSCE):
of VD”; “Future of VD”
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Practical part

During the practical part of the Course the Hungarian
Defence Forces organized a visit to the HDF 101st Aviation
Wing (Kecskemét) and to the HDF 1st Armoured Brigade
(Tata). The program provided an excellent opportunity for
the participants to gain experience in carrying out the
formation/unit commanders' duties as well as in receiving
a VD '11 contact visit.

The highlights of the visits were the impressive

dynamic demonstrations. The practical part of the

Course was very well organized thanks to the

professionalism and excellent preparedness of the

hosts from the Hungarian Defence Forces.

After the assessment the Course was finalized with a
Closing Ceremony including the evaluation, the handing
over of certificates and, finally, the Closing remarks by Cpt
Levente Tóth, Activity Manager for Cooperative Security
Environment Pillar, RACVIAC.

RACVIAC would like to express its gratitude to

Hungary, Germany, Austria, Greece, OSCE and

DTRA for providing support to our joint activity as

well as to the Course speakers. We are convinced

that their knowledge and experience contributed

to the success and high quality of this event.

Closing Ceremony, Handout of certificates

The Course provided participants with the opportunity to
gain both theoretical and practical knowledge about the
Vienna Document 2011 including how to execute an
evaluation visit activity thus adding special value to the
Course. The Course was conducted not only according to
the letter but also the spirit of the VD'11, demonstrating
openness and transparency.

RACVIAC is thankful to Hungary for co-organizing and
hosting this event. Hopefully, this cooperation will continue
or develop even further.
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From 26 to 28 September 2023 RACVIAC C-

WMD Network organized the annual Executive

Meeting with the aim to provide facilitated

discussions and presentations on Hybrid conflicts

and their impact on the proliferation of the WMDs

in SEE. This event provided an opportunity to

discuss the ongoing developments within the four

Phase 2 projects, as well as to reflect on Phase 1

National C-WMD Strategies and Action Plans.

Opening Session

C-WMDNetworkConfrence:
The ImpactofHybridConflict onRegional
WMDProliferation

26-29 September, Rakitje, Croatia

The C-WMD Network welcomes the continuous

support from US European Command (USEUCOM),

US Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) as well

as the Republic of Croatia.

The event started on 26 September 2023 with Opening
remarks by H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail-Grigorie,
RACVIAC Director, and Lt Col Ryan Quinn, Division Director,
U.S. DTRA.

Lt Col Ryan Quinn introduced his successor who will take
over in December of this year and pointed out that it has
been a real honour for him to take part in RACVIAC projects
and see the growth from the point of finishing with Phase 1
and starting with Phase 2 and also to see the
accomplishments that all have made. He added that he
looks forward to hearing about all of the achievements that
will be made in the future and seeing how RACVIAC
develops.
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“The C-WMD Network and its accomplishments wouldn't
have been possible without your unwavering support,
hence, on this occasion, I would like to express my
gratitude for all that has been done during the previous
years and will be done in the future. Thank you”,
Ambassador Grigorie said in his Opening address. At the
end of his Opening remarks he also added that we are
happy to have such an impressive number of national

Opening Remarks, H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail-Grigorie

This three-day event focused on facilitated discussions,
presentations and TTX which focused on hybrid threats
emerging from the war in Ukraine which range from the
types of material – actual and potential – that is likely to be
proliferated, to concerns regarding the spillage of
hazardous materials out of regulatory control and into
organized criminal markets. As the countries continue to
develop the projects, namely the Regional C-WMD Risk Atlas,
Dual Use and Emerging Technologies Outreach Initiative,
Trend Analysis Conference and Synthetic Biology Security
Project in line with last year's stated work plans, this year's
conference was an appropriate occasion for reflection and
adaptation in light of these new operational circumstances.

Conference Participants

Opening Remarks, Lt Col Ryan Quinn

During his Opening speech Ambassador Grigorie

welcomed the representatives of DTRA and

USEUCOM that have played a crucial and dependable

role as a partner to RACVIAC in the joint efforts to

enhance regional cooperation and foster meaningful

dialogue.

experts at RACVIAC so he thanked their countries for
sending them.
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ACTIVITIES

The C-WMD Network is a project initiated by the Republic of
Croatia and USA and launched in 2015 with the initial aim of
facilitating the development of national C-WMD counter-
proliferation strategies and management of response
plans of the SEE countries with the support of US-EUCOM,
US Defence Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), International
Counterproliferation Programme (ICP), Proliferation
Security Initiative (PSI), and Republic of Croatia. It brings
together experts and stakeholders from various fields to
address the challenges related to Weapons of Mass
Destruction and their proliferation.

Distribution of Certificates

The C-WMD Network extends its gratitude to all

speakers and attendees who have contributed to the

success of this event.

Group Photo

The activity gathered more than 40 participants and

lecturers from 11 countries.
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C Kayhan TURHANolonel has been seconded to RACVIAC as Programme Manager
for Cooperative Security Environment with a focus on Arms Control Pillar on 1
August 2023. Upon graduation from the Turkish Military Academy in 2002 he was
commissioned as infantry 2nd Lieutenant. After graduation from Infantry School he
was assigned as Platoon Commander, Team Commander, Company Commander,
Assignment Officer, Battalion Commander, and Brigade Chief of Staff. He served as a
team commander in Afghanistan in 2009 for six months. He has graduated from the
National Defence University Staff College in Istanbul in 2020 and Joint Staff College
in Kuwait in 2022.

He is married to Mrs. Nesrin Turhan and has two children. He speaks English.

Mr Tin KLJUČARIĆ has been seconded to RACVIAC by the Croatian MoD as the Chief
of Administration & Finance Cell.
He started his professional career in the Ministry of Finance, Financial System
Directorate. His previous assignments at the MoD Finance and Accounting
Directorate included controlling and reviewing financial documentation,
accounting, financial reporting, controlling and monitoring the budget, contract
execution and payments as the Head of Payment Department and Senior advisor -
specialist. He was also MoD's financial representative in the Finance, Accounting
and Audit Committee at the NATO Support Procurement Agency.
Mr. Ključarić graduated in business economics at the Faculty of Economics and
Business at the University of Zagreb. He is married, has one child and lives in Zagreb.

Rear Admiral Predrag STIPANOVIĆ has been appointed to the post of Deputy
Director at RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on September 1, 2023.
He has a degree in marine transport engineering. He graduated from the "Ban Josip
Jelačić" Military School. He joined the Croatian Army on September 28, 1991. During
his service he has held a number of high-ranking positions. His previous post was
that of Head of the Military Office in the Office of the President of the Republic of
Croatia.
For his work and achieved results he has been evaluated with high official grades and
has repeatedly received awards, such as the Homeland War and Homeland Gratitude
Memorial, the Order of the Croatian Trefoil and the Order of Ban Jelačić.
He is married and has two children.

Mr Boško ROTIM has been seconded by the Croatian Ministry of Defence to RACVIAC -
Centre for Security Cooperation as the Programme Leader for the Countering
Weapons of Mass Destruction Network in August 2023.
He already worked in RACVIAC as an Activity Manager in Security Sector Reform Pillar
from 2017 to 2021.
During his career he has worked at various positions in the Croatian Ministry of Defence
and the Armed Forces in the fields of defence policy and planning, international
defence cooperation and common and operative affairs, as the Head of Multilateral
Affairs and International Organizations Section, the Head of Bilateral Defence
Cooperation Department, and the Head of Defence Policy Section.
Prior to this post he was Advisor-Specialist for the EU defence related programmes and
projects in the Armaments and Equipment Sector of the Croatian Ministry of Defence.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

FAREWELL

MG Slaven ZDILAR completed his mandate as Deputy Director of RACVIAC - Centre
for Security Cooperation in August 2023.

It has been a great pleasure working with him during his three-and-half-year tour of
duty at RACVIAC. Thanks to his experience and knowledge MG Zdilar made a great
contribution to RACVIAC in planning and developing RACVIAC Programme of
activities.

MG Slaven Zdilar is continuing his career at the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Croatia and we are sure he will prove to be an invaluable asset in his new position as
the Commander of the “Dr. Franjo Tuđman” Croatian Military Academy.

We would like to express our gratitude for his dedicated and professional work and
we wish him and his family all the best!



Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


