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The 49th MAG Meeting, the semi-annual summit of RACVIAC
Steering body the Multinational Advisory Group (MAG), took
place in Belgrade, RS on 26 April 2023. The meeting, which
gathers MAG Members, invited Associate Members,
International organizations and participants, was organized
under the MAG Chairmanship of the Republic of Serbia.

The Meeting was officially opened by the MAG Chairperson,
Colonel Nebojša Svjetlica, Head of International Military
Cooperation Department in the Ministry of Defence of the
Republic of Serbia.

Addressing the MAG, RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
recalled the Director's Annual Report highlighting the most
significant developments in RACVIAC in 2022.

The Director reminded and underlined that high-level execution
of activities and future-oriented development at an international
level can only be achieved with a sufficient number of qualified
personnel being sent to RACVIAC and adequate financial
contributions. One of RACVIAC focuses in 2022 was also to
prepare new long-term projects each lasting up to five years. He
emphasized that RACVIAC remains committed to continue to
work closely with all Members in fulfilling its mission of fostering
dialogue and cooperation, to develop project-oriented
activities tailored to the Members' needs, playing a leading role
in the area of confidence and security building measures with
the aim of contributing to a safe and secure regional
environment by improving the quality of its work and doing its
best in addressing the Members' needs and requirements.
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RACVIAC Programme was presented by RACVIAC
Programme Managers and Network Leader, COL Deniz
Öztürk, PM, CSE Pillar, Mr Josip Mandić, Programme
Leader, C-WMD Network, Ms Biserka Petrovska, PM, CTST
Pillar and COL Dimitrios Biris, PM, SSG Pillar with regard to
the respective Programme achievements and activities
conducted in 2022, RACVIAC 2023 Programme and
Projection for RACVIAC 2024 Programme.

In addition, LTC Sanja Kragujević, Chief of Admin & Finance,
briefed the MAG participants on the Realization of Budget
for 2022, Budget for 2023, and projections for the future
period. MAG adopted a new scale of the Members'
contributions, with an increase of 25%.

Furthermore, MAJ Tihana Kunák Koršić, RACVIAC
Operations Manager, provided information on the
implementation of the organizational structure and gave a
brief overview of the current RACVIAC personnel situation.
She took the opportunity to remind the Members to fulfil
their obligations under the Agreement on RACVIAC
because lack of personnel contributions can impact
RACVIAC capability to fulfil its mission and execute the
planned activities.

The highlight of the spring MAG Meeting was the Handover
Ceremony of RACVIAC Director. After the traditional
handover of the RACVIAC flag there was an address by the
newly-elected Director, Ambassador Constantin-H.E.
Mihail Grigorie from Romania. In his speech H.E.

Ambassador Grigorie thanked all MAG Members for their
support and pointed out that as Director of RACVIAC he will
spare no efforts to continue with the outstanding mission
of the Organization. He underlined that he is confident that
together with its Members, Associate Members, Observers
and international partners, RACVIAC will continue to
provide answers to the most significant contemporary
challenges to regional security in South-Eastern Europe.
The new Director conveyed warm gratitude and his
personal thanks to General Jeronim Bazo for his
impressive and tireless activity as Director of RACVIAC with
the longest mandate in the history of the Organization.
Subsequently, Ambassador Grigorie presented aH.E.
plaque of appreciation to the outgoing Director for his
outstanding performance of duty as Director of RACVIAC.
In his Closing speech MG Bazo once again thanked all MAG
representatives and RACVIAC staff for their ongoing
support during his mandate as Director of RACVIAC.

MAG representatives expressed their appreciation to
Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo for his outstanding
contribution and wished him all the best for the future.
Furthermore, all MAG representatives conveyed their
support to the newly elected RACVIAC Director, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, and wished him
success during his mandate in RACVIAC.

Mr Svjetlica closed the 49thMAG Meeting and thanked all
the participants for their engagement and contribution.

Group Photo
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Newly Appointed RACVIAC Director Assumes Duty

H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail–Grigorie assumed
duty as RACVIAC Director on 1 May 2023, succeeding
MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo who led the Centre from
November 2018 to April 2023.

The Director acts as the official representative of
RACVIAC. He is responsible for the overal l
management of the Organization and implements the
general guideline decisions to facilitate smooth
operation as given by the Multinational Advisory
Group (MAG), its steering committee. Director is also
responsible for the budget as well as proposals on the
Programme of activities of the Organization.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie is a career
diplomat. Since joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Romania he was gradually promoted to the diplomatic
ranks of Second Secretary, First Secretary, Counsellor,
Minister Counsellor and Ambassador, holding various
positions in the Departments for Policy Planning,
Neighbouring Countries and Western and Central Europe.

Between 1992 and 1993 he was Advisor to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and, between 1993 and 1995, Director of
the Minister's Office.

Between 1995 and 1999 he was Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the Italian
Republic, to the Republic of Malta, to the Sovereign Military
Order of Malta, as well as Permanent Representative of
Romania to the World Food Program, Food and Agriculture
Organization, International Fund for Agricultural
Development.

Between 1999 and 2003 he was Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the
Republic of Bulgaria.

Between 2003 and 2008 he was Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the
Republic of Türkiye.

Between 2008 and 2014 he was Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the
Russian Federation.

From 2016 until his election as Director of RACVIAC he
served as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Romania to the Republic of Croatia.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie is an honorary
member of the Marmara Foundation, NGO with special
consultative status to the United Nations Economic and
Socia l Counci l (ECOSOC) and observer to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization of the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation.

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, RACVIAC Director

Handover Ceremony
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ALMA MATER:

• Faculty of International Economic Relations of
Bucharest University of Economic Studies;

• University of Leeds (Great Britain);

• Training course in Paris at the Secretariat of UNESCO.

During his career Ambassador Constantin-MihailH.E.
Grigorie has been awarded the following decorations:

• Knight of the Order Star of Romania

• Knight of the Order Diplomatic Merit of Romania

• Diploma of Excellence of the Romanian Diplomatic
Service

• Patriarchal Cross, awarded by the Patriarch Teoctist of
Romania

• Order of the “Saints Emperors Constantine and Helena”

awarded by Patriarch Daniel of Romania

• Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Italian
Republic

• Grand Officer of the Order of Merit of the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta

• Balkan Range Order First Class of the Republic of
Bulgaria

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie speaks
English, French, Italian and Spanish. He is married to Mrs.
Mihaela Carmen Grigorie.

MAG POCs Meeting held in RACVIAC

MAG POCs (Multinational Advisory Group Points of
Contact) Meeting was held in RACVIAC on 25 May 2023.
The purpose of the Meeting was to discuss and coordinate
details related to the evaluations and inputs from RACVIAC
Members and partner organizations regarding the
proposed draft of RACVIAC Questionnaire 2024-2025. The
Questionnaire details the activities proposed to be
conducted in the year to come. It is important to actively
involve all RACVIAC Members, Associate Members,
Observers and Partners in this very important process of
programming, work in an open – minded atmosphere,
share opinions/experiences freely and to facilitate the
future cooperation process before the following MAG
Autumn Meeting.

RACVIAC develops the Annual Programming Document in
close cooperation with the MAGs and the national
authorities through a consultation process. This Document

sets out the priority activities for implementation in SEE in
2023 identified during the annual programming cycle.

Opening the Meeting RACVIAC Director AmbassadorH.E.
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie welcomed the representatives
from Members and Associate Members saying that the
Centre greatly appreciates their outstanding support and
cooperation, strong commitment and readiness to
support, cooperate and give active contribution in
creating RACVIAC Programme. He underlined that
RACVIAC puts a lot of effort into adapting to the situation
and that RACVIAC Programme will undergo a consultation
process with the MAGs and the national authorities as
much as possible.

The Meeting continued with the presentation by Planning
and Liaison Officer for South East Europe LTC Arta Driza on
RACVIAC Annual Programming process, “Setting the
Scene”, a key document that frames the annual
development of RACVIAC Programme and defines the
main priority areas on which the Organization will focus in
the forthcoming period.

RACVIAC Programme Manager for CSE Pillar, COL Deniz
Öztürk, Programme Leader for C-WMD Network, Mr Josip
Mandić, Programme Manager for CTST Pillar, Ms Biserka
Petrovska, and Programme Manager for SSG Pillar, COL
Dimitrios Biris presented information on the draft
Programme 2024 as well as some additional proposals and
remarks received via the Questionnaire regarding specific
requests and aspects of participation by RACVIAC
respective Members, Associate Members and partners.

MAG POCs Meeting Participants



Their presentations generated a vibrant discussion among
the POCs.

In addition, some details regarding Programme support
were clarified during the Meeting, resulting in a more
precise and concrete draft Programme 2024-2025 that
will be presented for approval at the MAG Meeting in
October 2023.

The Meeting was closed with the Wrap-up. The active
engagement of the participants will help in the
development and implementation of national views and
interests regarding RACVIAC future activities. In sum, the
May 2023 POCs Meeting served the purpose of discussing
the challenges and setting out the framework for the
Programming period 2024-2025.
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Minister of Defense of
the Republic of Croatia
visited RACVIAC

On April 4, 2023 Minister of Defense of the Republic of
Croatia Mario Banožić visited RACVIAC. His hosts were
RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, and Deputy
Director, MG Slaven Zdilar. The Minister addressed the
„Hybrid Threats in SE Europe – Security from Hybrid
Threats – Media and Terrorism Course” participants during
his visit. Among others, he pointed out that hybrid threats
pose one of the biggest security challenges of the modern
world. He also added that courses such as this one are an
opportunity to exchange valuable knowledge and
experience. The Course was organized in cooperation with
the Hellenic MPSOTC.

Group Photo

„Hybrid activities affect all areas and aspects of social life,
that is, they are used to directly threaten peace and cause
crises and conflicts. Their actions also pose a threat to new
technologies, such as artificial intelligence. This prompts us
to understand the importance of finding the fastest and
appropriate solutions in dealing with these challenges“,
said the Minister of Defense.

As a part of his visit to RACVIAC Minister Banožić thanked
the Director of RACVIAC, General Jeronim Bazo, on the
occasion of the end of his mandate for all his efforts in
steering the way ahead for RACVIAC.

The Minister concluded: „In the coming period it is crucial
to continue to improve cooperation between governments
and the academic community. Precisely in this context I
once again welcome the organization of such a
Conference.“

After addressing the participants of the activity the
Minister, accompanied by MG Željko Živanović and BG
Perica Turalija, participated in a meeting with the hosts and
employees of RACVIAC. On this occasion General Bazo
referred to the mission of the Organization in the context of
promoting dialogue and cooperation in the field of
security, but also to the role of RACVIAC as a forum for the
transfer of knowledge and experience in SEE countries. He
presented the guests with the projects that RACVIAC is
currently working on and highlighted some of the most
important achievements during his mandate. He thanked
the Minister for cooperation with the Ministry of Defense of
the Republic of Croatia so far and praised the personnel
seconded from the Ministry of Defense to RACVIAC.
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RACVIAC Representative visited University of Split
RACVIAC-Centre for Security Cooperation representative,
LTC Nikola Suhić, Activity Manager in SSG Pillar, paid a visit
to the University Department for Forensic Sciences,
University of Split on April 28, 2023.

The purpose of this visit was to further develop close
cooperation in support of RACVIAC planned Project
„Improvement of Security Governance by Implementation
of Forensic Science into State Institutions and Agencies“.

He presented the RACVIAC Project to students at the
University Department for Forensic Sciences with the
intention of their involvement in the Project, both
scientifically and work-wise.

The sparked interest of the audience was reflected in the
many questions they posed.

SEEBRIG Delegation visits RACVIAC

On Thursday, 4 May 2023, the representatives of the
South-Eastern Europe Brigade (SEEBRIG) headed by
Commander Brigadier General Evangelos Mitroutsikos
visited RACVIAC. They were hosted by RACVIAC team
headed by RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Constantin-H.E.
Mihail Grigorie.

In order to gain an insight into the history and work of
RACVIAC, SEEBRIG delegation was presented with general
information about the Organisation and some specific
areas they were interested in. RACVIAC presentation was
followed by a presentation on SEEBRIG.

As far as cooperation with SEEBRIG is concerned, it should
be emphasized that RACVIAC Mobile Training Team carried
out the “Women and Security – Gender Awareness Course”
which took place in Kumanovo between 12 and 16 June
2023. Its purpose was to increase the awareness of

SEEBRIG Staff about the gender perspective and its
implementation in Peace Support Operations.

In his Welcome speech AMB Grigorie pointed out that up to
now RACVIAC has certified more than 170 gender
instructors in the SEE region and that the “Women and
Security – Gender Awareness Course” is especially tailored
to suit SEEBRIG needs, whose main focus is on the
integration of the gender perspective into military
operations. He expressed hope that this activity will
further deepen cooperation in the area which will be most
beneficial for the two Organizations.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook BG Mitroutsikos expressed hope concerning
continuation of fruitful cooperation between the two
Organisations.

Group Photo

BG andEvangelos Mitroutsikos
H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie.
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Graduation Ceremony

RACVIAC Representative attended the Master's Graduation
Ceremony for forensics students at the University of Split

RACVIAC-Centre for Security Cooperation representative,
LTC Nikola Suhić, Activity Manager in SSG Pillar, attended
the Master's Graduation Ceremony for forensics students
on Thursday, May 18, 2023 at the University of Split,
University Department for Forensic Sciences.

RACVIAC congratulates all those who were promoted on a
great achievement and we hope that your efforts and work
will pay off and that you will find a job where you will
continue to develop your knowledge and abilities acquired
during University studies.

Croatian Defence Diplomacy

Course students paid a visit

to RACVIAC
On Monday, 22 May 2023 the students representing the
16th generation of the Defence Diplomacy Course of the
Croatian Defence Academy, led by CAPT François Buj,
Course Leader, visited RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation.

The guests were warmly welcomed by
RACVIAC staff members. COL Deniz
Öztürk welcomed the participants on
behalf of RACVIAC Management and
RACVIAC staff and wished them a
productive visit to RACVIAC and a
successful course: “I hope that you will
soon have the opportunity to use and
apply the knowledge you will gain from it”.

Following a presentation that covers the
history, mission, annual Programme, and
accomplishments of the Centre, RACVIAC
staff members provided additional
explanations related to the development
o f i t s P ro g r a m m e o f a c t i v i t i e s

emphasizing that over the years it has been changing and
evolving in order to reflect the Members' needs and
requests.

They also emphasized that the Centre's activities serve as
an excellent platform for networking and building of
security and confidence among the countries in the SEE
region. During the discussion that followed questions
related to RACVIAC Members and future perspective of the
Centre were raised.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook CAPT Buj praised the fact that all the questions
that were raised regarding the presentation on the Centre
were addressed so openly.

Defence Diplomacy Course students
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French Defence Attaché to the Republic of Croatia

paid a visit to RACVIAC
It was a great pleasure to receive the visit of the
French Defence Attaché to the Republic of
Croatia, LTC Amar Ouali, on 23 May 2023 in
RACVIAC. His hosts were RACVIAC Director, H.E.
Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and
Deputy Director, MG Slaven Zdilar as well as
members of RACVIAC staff.

He was presented with the work of RACVIAC
and its Programme 2023, past cooperation
with France and areas of possible future
cooperation.

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Grigorie,
expressed his appreciation for the French
Defence Attaché's visit and highlighted the
importance of Franco-RACVIAC cooperation in
promoting regional security and stability.
France has been a RACVIAC Associate Member since its
inception and over the years its financial contribution to
the Centre has been substantial and for that it is extremely
grateful. Furthermore, France also seconded staff to
RACVIAC, and occasionally sends participants for RACVIAC
activities.

The visit also provided an opportunity for Lt Col to gain a
deeper understanding of RACVIAC work and initiatives. He
was briefed on ongoing projects and activities, including

training courses, workshops, seminars and conferences
that contribute to strengthening of the defense and
security capabilities of RACVIAC Members.

Both sides expressed their intention to further intensify
cooperation through joint initiatives, knowledge sharing,
and exchange programs in areas and topics of mutual
interest. These efforts will, undoubtedly, contribute to
security dialogue and cooperation in South East Europe.

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the

Republic of Croatia paid a visit to RACVIAC
It was a great pleasure to receive the visit of the
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, H.E. Dr
Christian Hellbach, on 25 May 2023 in RACVIAC. He was
accompanied by the Defence Attaché of the Federal
Republic of Germany to Croatia, LTC Guido Altendorf. His
hosts were RACVIAC Director, AmbassadorH.E.
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie and members of RACVIAC staff.

They were presented with the work of RACVIAC and its
Programme 2023, cooperation with Germany and areas of
possible future cooperation.

RACVIAC Director, Ambassador Grigorie, expressedH.E.

his appreciation for their visit and highlighted the
importance of German-RACVIAC cooperation in promoting
regional security and stability. As a co-founder of RACVIAC
Germany has demonstrated significant support when it
comes to work and implementation of RACVIAC activities
since the very beginnings, both financially and by
providing personnel. Germany has seconded staff to
RACVIAC since the founding of RACVIAC, i.e., a Deputy
Director, a Programme Manager, a Planning & Liaison
Officer, a Chief of Logistics and a Chief of Admin & Finance.
Moreover, the first Chairman of RACVIAC MAG was a
German General, Hans Hübner.

LTC Amar Ouali and H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie



Furthermore, Germany actively contributes to the
implementation of RACVIAC activities, in particular by
providing lecturers within the thematic area of Arms
Control. In the last couple of years Germany's area of
interest has been extended to activities such as Gender
Training of the Trainers Course, Foreign Terrorist Fighters,
and, as of this year, Hybrid Threats in SEE (Media and
Terrorism Course), all of which have received financial
support.

RACVIAC is thankful for Germany's support and
contribution to security dialogue and cooperation in South
East Europe, given that it has provided personnel for its
staff as well as financial contribution and experts for its
activities.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook Ambassador Hellbach thanked for the warm
welcome and emphasized that RACVIAC is working also in
the interest of German security. He wished everyone lots of
success in their work which, he said, will contribute to
security dialogue and cooperation in South East Europe.
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RACVIAC Representatives attended the

“Second Croatian Congress on Biosafety and Biosecurity”

RACVIAC representatives attended the “Second Croatian
Congress on Biosafety and Biosecurity (CROBIB)”
organized by the Croatian Medical Association, the
Croatian Society for Biosafety and Biosecurity (HDBIB) in
Zagreb, Hotel “Westin” on May 25-27, 2023. RACVIAC –
Centre for Security Cooperation is one of the co-
organizers of this Congress.

This gathering was envisioned as a platform where top
national and international experts exchanged their
knowledge and experience on topics related to biosafety
and biosecurity. One of the goals of the Congress was to
present the experiences, knowledge and lessons learned
during the COVID-19 pandemic so that they can be used
effectively during similar future challenges.

The Opening remarks, on behalf of RACVIAC, were
delivered by MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy Director, in which he
emphasized the role of RACVIAC when it comes to
Biosafety and Biosecurity. “This Congress aligns with
RACVIAC commitment to promoting regional cooperation
and security in South East Europe. RACVIAC recognizes the
importance of biosafety and biosecurity as integral

MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy DirectorRACVIAC



components of a comprehensive approach to security. By
strengthening national capacities and fostering regional
collaboration in this domain, we can effectively address
shared challenges and contribute to a safer and more
secure future for our region”, he concluded.
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The event gathered members of the academia,
government institutions, international organizations and
industry, fostering a collaborative environment where
diverse perspectives were exchanged and critical issues
of biosafety and biosecurity were addressed.

Review Conference

Held on the Topic of

“Legislative Framework, Current Situation and

Plans of BA Institutions in the Field of

Defense and Security”

RACVIAC representatives, LTC Marinko Romić and LTC
Nikola Suhić, participated in the Conference “Legislative
framework, present status and plans of BA institutions in
the field of defense and security” which was held in
Sarajevo in the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, with the support of the OSCE Mission in BA on
8 June 2023.

Opening the Conference the chairman of the Joint
Commission for Defense and Security of BA, Jasmin
Imamović, in his speech pointed out that the goal of
holding the Conference is to directly inform the members
of the Joint Commission in a conversation with
representatives of institutions from the defense and
security sector about issues that are within the
competence of the Commission.

The Head of the Department for Security Cooperation of
the OSCE Mission to BA, Dr. Susan E. Penksa, addressed the
participants of the Review Conference, assessing that the
event represents an excellent forum for building of trust,
exchanging information and encouraging dialogue. Mrs.
Penksa introduced the Conference participants to the
various support projects implemented by the OSCE
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the defense and
security sectors, and announced the Mission's readiness
to continue providing support to the institutions of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, especially in the process of updating and
modernizing the “Security Policy of Bosnia and
Herzegovina” document.

In addition to the members of the Joint Commission for
Defense and Security of BA, the Parliamentary Military
Commissioner of BA, and representatives of the OSCE
Mission to BA, the Review Conference was attended by
representatives of NATO Headquarters in Sarajevo, EUFOR,
UNDP BA, the Center for Security Sector Management –
DCAF Geneva, the Center for European Security Studies
from Groningen and Sarajevo, and the European Defense
Center from Banja Luka, who attended as guests. The
conclusions from the Review Conference will be
systematized and considered during the next sessions of
the Joint Commission for Defense and Security of BA, and
offered to the Houses of Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia
and Herzegovina for their comments.

RACVIAC Representatives
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RACVIAC Representative Attended the “5 Erasmus Genderth

Seminar and Military Gender Studies Multiplier Event”
Upon Portuguese Military Academy's invitation and under
the umbrella of the Implementation Group of the Erasmus
Initiative for the Exchange of Military Young Officers
(EMILYO), RACVIAC was invited to join the 5th Erasmus
Gender Seminar (Erasmus GS23). The Erasmus GS23 is an
annual event gathering members of the academia –
researchers, lecturers, scholars, graduate and post-
graduate students – as well as representatives of non-
profit and research organizations.

RACVIAC representative Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović,
Activity Manager in SSG Pillar, participated in the
abovementioned event on 19-20 June at the Portuguese
Military Academy premises in Amadora (Lisbon).

A part of the Erasmus GS23 was the Multiplier Event of the
Strategic Partnership Project Military Gender Studies
(MGS). By participating in the Erasmus GS23 there was an
opportunity to learn more about this project and take part
in a hands-on workshop on how to integrate Gender
Studies in Higher Studies Institutions' syllabuses.

In the period from 19 to 23 June the Portuguese Military
Academy also held the Common Module Gender
Perspectives in Security and Defence (CM GPSD), a
specialized course that RACVIAC representative
participated in as an observer.

Since 2014 RACVIAC has been regularly conducting the
„Gender Training of the Trainers Course (GToT)” together
with the Croatian Armed Forces as a Partner and under
supervision of the Nordic Center for Gender in Military
Operations. Through this activity RACVIAC Members have
developed a network of gender instructors in the SEE
region; moreover, a pool of experienced gender
instructors was created. Up to now RACVIAC has certified
more than 170 gender instructors in the SEE region.

In 2019, for the first time thus far, a MTT of gender
instructors was brought together upon Portuguese
Military Academy's invitation to conduct the „Gender
Training of the Trainers Course“ for the needs of the
Portuguese Military Academy.

Group Photo
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Official Visit of RACVIAC

Delegation to the Ministry

of Defense of Bosnia and

Herzegovina

On Wednesday, June 21, 2023 RACVIAC representatives
paid a visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of
Defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina regarding the
RACVIAC C-WMD Network Phase 2 project – Annual
Regional Forum on WMD and CBRN Threats and Risk
Trends Analysis main planning meeting.

They were received by the Deputy Minister of Defense of
Bosnia and Herzegovina for Policy and Plans, Mr Slaven
Galić. RACVIAC delegation was led by C-WMD Programme
Manager Mr Josip Mandić, along with US Department of
Defense Military Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) team
leader Brigadier William Sosnowski. The visiting delegation
was accompanied by the Head of the Department for
Peace and Security in the Sector for Multilateral Relations
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Samir Huseinbašić.

The meeting discussed preparations for the international
conference on the non-proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, which the Ministry of Defense of BA and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of BA will jointly organize in
December of this year in Sarajevo, with the support of the
RACVIAC Network for the Non-Proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction. In this RACVIAC program, launched in
2015, the countries of South East Europe aim to develop
effective state strategies and action plans for the non-
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

Together with the BA Deputy Minister of Defense Galić the
meeting was attended by the head of the Office of the BA
Deputy Minister of Defense for Policy and Plans, Danijela
Bilić, as well as expert advisor in the Department for
International Cooperation of the Ministry of Defense of BA,
Denis Selimović, who informed those present about the
details of the preparations for the Conference. During the
meeting Deputy Minister Galić particularly emphasized the
importance that RACVIAC has had for strengthening
regional cooperation in the field of security ever since the
implementation of the Vienna Document on Measures for
Building Confidence and Security and the Agreement on
Subregional Arms Control, in addition to cooperation with
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE/OSCE) to date. He emphasized the importance of
the participation of representatives of EUFOR, the NATO
alliance, the OSCE and the American Embassy in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the upcoming Conference, as
important actors for the development of peace and
security in the region.

RACVIAC team members expressed their satisfaction with
the cooperation so far concerning the organization of the
Conference, and it was especially pointed out that Bosnia
and Herzegovina is among the leading countries in the
region in terms of the implementation of the program for
the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

Group Photo
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RACVIAC Representative Attended a SEDM Meeting in Rome

A DCHOD's (Deputy Chiefs of Defence) meeting was held in
Rome on 21 June under the chairmanship of Bulgaria.
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation was
represented by LTC Arta D , Planning and Liaison Officerriza
for South-Eastern Europe.

The annual meetings of the South-Eastern Europe Defence
Ministerial Process – SEDM provide a regional platform to
discuss ongoing issues of common interest regarding
security and defense challenges to promote constructive
regional military collaboration in South-Eastern Europe
(SEE), in order to further enhance cooperation, stability,
trust and security in the region.

The meeting was attended by Deputy Chiefs of
Defence/General Staff and Representatives of 14 SEDM
member and observer countries (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Italy, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia,
Türkiye, Georgia and Ukraine), the Commander of the
SEEBRIG Mul t inat iona l Br igade as wel l as by
representatives of international organizations like
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, UNDP,
SEESAC's Policy Expert and the OSCE Vienna expert for
defense cooperation in the region.

R A C V I A C p r e s e n t e d i t s
accomplishments, current and
upcoming activities in South East
Europe (SEE), acknowledged the
work of the SEDM-CC/PMSC
Chairperson and praised the
progress made under Sofia's
l e a d e r s h i p . R A C V I A C
representative reaffirmed its
commitment to continue to
further enhance its work for the
benefit of individual states
stress ing i ts openness to
cooperate on and enhance this
cooperat ion even fur ther.
Through RACVIAC Programme
the Centre will continue to
contribute to the entire efforts of
the international community in
addressing and giving solutions
to the current threats and
challenges, it was also added.

The participants adopted a Joint
Statement reiterating that regional military cooperation is
of great importance for security and stability in the region,
whereas national capacities should be coordinated and
synergized in order to respond to common security
threats.

DCHODs in their Joint Statement stated: “We appreciate
the efforts of RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation as
an important international organization in SEE in further
strengthening and enhancing regional cooperation as a
tool for increasing cooperation, openness and
transparency amongst our countries committing to further
promote and support the European and Euro-Atlantic
integration process”.

The Chair of SEDM Mrs. Atanas Zapryanov, Bulgaria's
Deputy Minister of Defense, presented the activities
carried out during the two years of the Bulgarian
Chairmanship emphasizing that unity is our strength. The
Italian Deputy Chief of Defence, Lieutenant General
Carmine MASIELLO, in his Keynote speech, among others,
underscored the importance of cooperation among
countries that share the same problems regarding
security, highlighting that the part of its mission is to
support European and Euro-Atlantic integration in South
East Europe.

LTC Arta Driza and LTG Carmine Masiello
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Mr Holger Haibach, Head of KAS Office Croatia and

Slovenia Paid a Visit to RACVIAC
It was a great pleasure to receive Mr Holger Haibach, Head
of KAS Office Croatia and Slovenia and Ms Anita Šakić,
Project Coordinator at KAS Office Croatia and Slovenia on
the occasion of their introductory visit to the new Director
of RACVIAC, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie in
RACVIAC on 29 June 2023.

Mr. Haibach and Ambassador Grigorie discussed
exceptional past cooperation between KAS and RACVIAC
which has resulted in 10 annual conferences on Security
Challenges for Europe, RACVIAC flagship annual events.
Their cooperation extended also to last year, with the
execution of a successful activity, “Resilience of Critical
Infrastructure Conference”, held in Zagreb in December
2022.

Ambassador Grigorie expressed his gratitude for the long-
standing partnership and contribution to RACVIAC
Mission. He also stressed that KAS represents one of the
most important partners for RACVIAC. Mr. Haibach took
the opportunity to sincerely congratulate Ambassador

Grigorie on his new position and expressed his satisfaction
that RACVIAC will be led by a person with rich diplomatic
experience and an exceptional career. The meeting was
also attended by LTC Nikola Suhić, Activity Manager in SSG
Pillar, who manages activities organized in partnership
with KAS. Both sides stressed that they are very satisfied
with the existing cooperation and expressed their
readiness to extend it. Moreover, Mr Haibach confirmed his
interest to broaden the KAS partnership to the “Building
Integrity” workshop.

Both Ambassador Grigorie and Mr Haibach expressed
their willingness to continue with successful cooperation
and reiterated that they are looking forward to future joint
activities.

KAS and RACVIAC Delegation



16

NEWSLETTER Issue 69

Hybrid Threats in SE Europe
3-6 April 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

The “Hybrid Threats in SE Europe “Security

from Hybrid Threats” - "Media and Terrorism”

Course” was held in RACVIAC – Centre for

Security Cooperation in cooperation with the

Hellenic MPSOTC, Rakitje, Croatia on 3-6 April

2023.

The main purpose of this event was to create awareness
among military/law-enforcement officers, civil servants
and security analysts of states, organisations, relevant
agencies and RACVIAC Members about what actually a
hybrid threat is, and the types of hybrid threats that can be
faced in South-Eastern Europe.

The Course was opened by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director, H.E. Antonia Karoutzou, Ambassador of
the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Croatia and
Commander of the Hellenic MPSOTC COL Thomas
Gavranopoulos.

Director Bazo, in his Introductory speech, took the
opportunity to thank Germany for its financial support and
MPSOTC for its academic support. He underlined that the
Centre sees this Course as an excellent opportunity for
further cooperation in this field and for exchange of
experiences and sharing of information among RACVIAC
Members. Furthermore, he thanked all experts and
participants that took part in it. At the end, he conveyed his

Opening Remarks , MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

good wishes for a fruitful and productive Course and
concluded by saying that the active participation and
contribution of all participants is important for the success
of the Course.

H.E. Antonia Karoutzou said that Greece has been
supporting RACVIAC because it sees it as a very
important regionally-owned organization which
promotes synergy, better understanding and

cooperation in SEE. She said that she was
particularly proud that this Course is organized

together with the Hellenic MPSOTC which provides
trainings recognized by NATO, UN and EU.

The Commander of the Hellenic MPSOTC addressed and
greeted everyone present and especially thanked the
Director of RACVIAC for providing the opportunity of
cooperation between MPSOTC and RACVIAC. He
emphasized the importance and significance of the topic
of the Course, which is becoming more and more topical
and pronounced. He said that hybrid threats are a big
challenge for all countries around the world, and especially
for the countries where most of us come from.

The Course consisted of two modules. The objective of the
first module was to analyse the nature and types of hybrid
threats while the objective of the second module was to
analyse these threats in relation to terrorism and how
terrorist organizations use established media, social media

Opening Remarks, H.E. Antonia Karoutzou, Ambassador of
the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Croatia
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and communication techniques to increase public
awareness of their ideological goals, promote their
objectives and recruit new members.

The speakers in Module 1 were MAJ Christos Smilianis,
Hellenic MPSOTC, COL Danut Cruceanu, Euro-Atlantic
Resilience Center, Lt Col Ilias Nikezis, NRDC-GR and Mrs
Areti Liasi, Press representative of FRONTEX in Athens,
who analyzed the main tasks of FRONTEX, explained how
FRONTEX works, what tasks FRONTEX operations cover
and how it maintains a Europe-wide overview of border
control.

On the 2nd day of the “Hybrid Threats in SE Europe” Course
topics such as “The role of critical infrastructure within
European Union societal resilience” and “OSCE tools in
building resilience” were covered by COL Julian Cojocaru.

On the same day, April 4, 2023 Minister of Defense
of the Republic of Croatia Mario Banožić visited

RACVIAC. The Minister addressed the Course
participants pointing out that hybrid threats pose

one of the biggest security challenges of the
modern world and that conferences such as this one
are an opportunity to exchange valuable knowledge

and experience.

A representative of the Hellenic MPSOTC, Major Smilianis
introduced the participants to the topic “Strategic

Opening Remarks, COL Thomas Gavranopoulos,
Commander of the Hellenic MPSOTC

Communications”. The next topic on the Course agenda
was the Introduction to Information Environment
Assessment (IEA) which was delivered by Elizabeth FRY,
Chief, Monitoring and Analysis, NATO SHAPE J10.

The last topic of Module 1 was “Hybrid Threats on the
Threshold of War. Case Study of Ukraine”, which was
delivered by COL Oleksander Gain, Deputy Head of the
Press and Information Office, Ministry of Defence of
Ukraine. The primary objective of this lecture was to offer
participants an in-depth understanding of the complex
dynamics and challenges that arise in the context of hybrid
warfare. In addition it demonstrated the multifaceted
nature of hybrid threats, which often blend conventional
military tactics with unconventional, covert, and deceptive
strategies. By analyzing the case studies, participants
were able to gain a broader perspective on the ways in
which various state and non-state actors can exploit
vulnerabilities in the political, social, economic, and
informational spheres to achieve strategic objectives.

In Module 2 Mr Krešimir Mamić, Head of the Counter-
Terrorism Service, Zagreb, Croatia gave a presentation on
“Terrorism – Aims and Objectives”, and ”Terrorism -
Radicalization and Terrorist Recruitment”.

MAJ Zalidis Vasileios, NRDC, GR gave the presentations
“Freedom of Press: International Legal Framework” and
“Freedom of Press and Terrorism”.

Ms Afrodita Musliu, Executive Director of Nexus Civil
Concept, North Macedonia, in the presentation “Use of
Traditional Media and Social Media by Terrorist Groups”
reviewed the beginnings of use of traditional media by
terrorist groups. The second topic she covered was “False
Bomb Threats in Schools in North Macedonia”.

Mr Marko Murat, Counter-terrorism service, Zagreb,
Croatia in his exposé outlined that the main goal of the first
presentation on the topic of "OSINT" was to explain to the
participants what open-source intelligence is and how it's
used in Law Enforcement. The presentation included the
use of the most common social and communication
platforms and how to collect and analyze data with case
study examples. The main goal of the second presentation,
"Use of Cyberspace by Terrorist Groups", was to give the
participants insights into what cyberspace is, and how it's
being misused by terrorist groups.

The Course was attended in total by 32 participants
and 13 speakers. The participants came from Albania
(4), Bosnia and Herzegovina (1), Croatia (6), Greece

(2), North Macedonia (4), Serbia (3), Kosovo* (3),
Montenegro (3), and RACVIAC (6).
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* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

Participating International organizations, institutions and
professionals included the Hellenic MPSOTC, EUROPEAN
BORDER and COAST GUARD, NEXUS CIVILIAN CONCEPT,
EURO-ATLANTIC RESILIENT CENTRE, NATO STRATCOM
LATVIA, REPUBLIC OF CROATIA SECURITY AND
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE OF
UKRAINE and NATO RAPID DEPLOYABLE CORPS GREECE.

MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy Director of RACVIAC, in his
Closing address, thanked the participants for being a part
of this Course and contributing to its success. MG Zdilar
said that during this activity we had an opportunity to learn
from experts who have been dealing with the subject of
hybrid threats and media and terrorism for many years
now. Hybrid threats are not a new phenomenon, however,

Finally, DD MG Zdilar thanked all lecturers for their
immense contribution and readiness to share their

experience with the audience. Also, he expressed his
hope for extending cooperation with them to other
events as well. At the end he wished all a safe and

pleasant return to their countries.

Course Participants

in today's globalized world, with its breath-taking
development and ever faster pace of communications,
their impacts have become massive and dangerous, he
added. On the one side, today, with the wide utilization of
social media, it has become easier for terrorist groups to
plan their activities. On the other side, there is a vast range
of digital tools that have been developed for tracking
suspicious communication on the web.Distribution of Certificates

Distribution of Certificates



The joint Workshop “Regional Workshop on

Nuclear Security Detection Architecture Design,

Strategy and Planning”, held on 24-28 April

2023 in Rakitje, Croatia was the second in a row

of three regional workshops launched in 2022

and had the same goal as the previous

workshops: to promote nuclear security

detection architecture principles and concepts

for the sake of raising awareness and providing

partner nations with the knowledge and tools to

develop, implement, and sustain indigenous

national level detection capabilities.
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RegionalWorkshoponNuclearSecurity
DetectionArchitectureDesign,Strategy
andPlanning
24-28 April 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

Cooperation between RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation and IAEA - International Atomic Energy
Agency that started in 2016 is continuing owing to

new and worthwhile projects.

In order for states to build or improve their non-regulatory
material detection architecture and their response
framework in a structured and integrated manner, a clearly
defined design and planning process must be used. This is
exactly what the “Workshop on Nuclear Security Detection
Architecture Design, Strategy and Planning” focused on – a
multi-layered and risk-informed approach for the planning,
design and implementation of nuclear security systems
and measures that include the in-depth concept of
defence. Through cooperation and coordination among
various competent authorities and other stakeholders a
skilful design plan and strategy can result in a more
effective use of resources and capabilities.

This workshop, building on the one held in 2022, covered
an integrated planning process for designing the parts of a
state's nuclear security regime that relates to material out
of regulatory control (MORC). Accordingly, its purpose was
to assist states in the effective prioritization of resources
for the design and implementation of nuclear security
measures for MORC following the principles of IAEA that
recommend that for the allocation of resources states
should practice a risk-informed graded approach and the
defence in-depth principle.

The purpose and objectives of this event were to:

• Introduce an integrated planning process for NSDA
development;

• Draft a risk-informed national detection architecture
strategy and design plan to include information on
strategic goals, functional outcomes, and needed
capabilities; and

• Perform a capability assessment and identify next steps
and focus areas.

Mr Josip Mandić, RACVIAC C-WMD Network Leader and
Mr  Mirza Mohamed, IAEA
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The Regional Workshop on Nuclear Security
Detection Architecture – Design, Strategy and

Planning was carried out with the contribution of
lecturers from IAEA (2), Chile Aduanas Customs (1), as
well as the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (1)
and gathered participants from Albania (3), Bosnia

and Herzegovina (2), Croatia (1), North Macedonia (2),
Serbia (1), and Kosovo (2).*

The Workshop was opened by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director, Mr Josip Mandić, RACVIAC and Mr
Mirza Mohamed, International Atomic Energy Agency.
During the Opening Ceremony they expressed their
gratitude for successful cooperation and emphasized
the importance of continuing to work together.

The Workshop was conducted as a combination of
lectures, presentations and skill-building exercises

(Capstone project – “Centralia's Strategy and Design
Plan”) which all together had an aim to allow
adequate time for participants' interaction in

discussions and sharing of national experiences,
lessons learned, challenges and best practices.

The first day of the Workshop kicked off with sessions held
by Mr David Makharadze, IAEA consultant, who
emphasized the importance of developing NSDA in the
broader national security context and the benefits of the
integrated planning process. Focusing on Detection and
its challenges, Module 1 served also as an introduction to
the materials of interest and types of criminal or
intentional unauthorized acts. In the second session Mr
Makharadze talked more about NSDA elements and the
so-called security functions of an effective NSDA. This
second session was followed by Ms Mojca Andrijanic from
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) and the
presentation “Common Types of Detection Operations
and Good Security Design Practices” which were
characterized as multi-layered, combining the defence in-

depth principle, furthermore, as risk-informed, tailored,
graded , ba lanced , adaptab le , evo lvab le , and
unpredictable to the adversary, strategic, with the support
of international and regional cooperation as well as
operationally flexible in order to be more successful.
Module 3 was prepared by Mr Horacio Rodolfo Carvallo
Semler, Chile Aduanas Customs, who guided the
participants through the idea of bringing together the
national and international security context. In this module
the participants had the opportunity to improve their
knowledge about national legislation, regulations, policies
and roles in national security and nuclear security, relevant
national plans and strategies, and, finally, the results of
national risk assessment.

Day two was opened again by Mr David Makharadze with
Module 4 and the components of the “Risk Informed
Approach Process”. In this presentation the participants
gained insight into the relationship among threat,
vulnerability, consequences, and risk. During this module
the participants were also introduced to the first part of
their Capstone Exercise which was to review risk
assessment on a fictional state “Centralia”. Afterwards, Ms
Mojca Andrijanic presented Module 5 that was dedicated
to “National Detection Strategy” and its components:
scope, goals, competent authorities and stakeholders,
coordination and information sharing. Ms Andrijanic also
explained what the goal-oriented development process is,
according to which the exercise continued. Day two of the
Regional Workshop on Nuclear Security Detection
Architecture finished with Module 6 and a presentation
about “Functional Outcomes for Strategic Goals” which
was prepared by Mr Mirza Mohamed, IAEA. The
participants then started to work on the next step for the
exercise – development of Centralia's functional outcomes
which continued the next day.

On day three Ms gave the presentationAndrijanic
“Capabilities Needed for Functional Outcomes” (Module
7). The participants learned how to break down functional
outcomes into specific tasks and perform a “reality-check”
on how achievable the functional outcomes are. Related to
the continuation of the exercise Ms Andrijanic stressed
that sometimes there's a blurred line between strategic
goals and functional outcomes. Mr Makharadze then
covered the topic of “Capability Assessment” (Module 8),
on which the next exercise was based – identification and
assessment of Centralia's capabilities with scoring
guidelines.

The fourth and, simultaneously, last day of lecturers'
presentations started off with a discussion titled
“ (Module 9) led byIdentifying Next Steps and Focus Areas”
Mr Carvallo Semler where participants gained a better

Workshop Participants
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understanding about the types of gaps and implications as
well as identifying strengths and weaknesses in the
analysis of Mr Carvallo Semlerthe capability assessment.
also underlined the importance of correct prioritization
criteria in the development of the action plans and stated
that aggregating assessment data into strengths and
weaknesses with realistic time frames can be indeed
helpful, more informative and can open a new dimension in
NSDA. The latter session, Module 10, focused on
“Communicating Results” where the lecturer Mr
Makharadze presented to the participants communication
functions, strategies and potential audiences but also the
challenges and limitations of communication. At the end of
the fourth Workshop day the participants had time to

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

According to the evaluation the Workshop was very
successfully conducted and managed to achieve all

the set goals and objectives. The diversity and
expertise of the lecturers who conveyed their

knowledge well to the participants while encouraging
discussion and active participation contributed to the

excellent outcome. This was confirmed by the
participants' interest in the topics, especially through

their group work.

Closing Remarks

finalize their work in break out groups and finish the
preparation of their presentation “Centralia's Design Plan”.

The last day of the Regional Workshop on Nuclear Security
Detection Architecture served the purpose of Group
presentations (3) where participants shared their
“Centralia's Strategy and Design Plan” on which they had
been working during the Workshop.

The Regional Workshop was completed after group
presentations with the Closing Ceremony in which the
evaluation was done and participants received
certificates. At the very end the Workshop was wrapped up
with the Closing remarks by Mr Mirza Mohamed (IAEA), MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, now former Director of RACVIAC and
newly elected RACVIAC Director AmbassadorH.E.
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie.

Group Photo
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Course on Non-proliferation and
Disarmament law
10-11 May 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

A two-day course, titled „Non-proliferation and

Disarmament Law“,  was conducted from 10 to

11 May 2023 at RACVIAC. It was organized by

RACVIAC and VERTIC (Verification Research,

Training and Information Centre), with Austria

providing financial support.

The Welcome Address was given by MG Slaven Zdilar,
Deputy Director of RACVIAC, in which he emphasized: “The
Course on Non-proliferation and Disarmament Law is a
new event in the RACVIAC repertoire. Up to now we
focused individually on certain conventions and treaties,
such as the Chemical Weapons Convention and the
Biological Weapons Convention but this time around we
intend to provide an overall picture of the legal
background of this important area.”

He expressed his appreciation to all the participants from
RACVIAC Members and Associate Members who showed
interest by taking part in this event. “We are very glad to
have with us the representatives of the University of Split

Opening Remarks, MG Slaven Zdilar, RACVIAC Deputy Director

as well. The younger generation's interest in this Course
fills us with hope that we are able to provide valuable
knowledge for the future generation too”, he added.

His speech was followed by the Opening remarks given by
Ms Sonia Drobysz, Co-Programme Director for National
Implementation, VERTIC.

She emphasized that the presence of the participants
underlines how important this Course is: “During the next
two days we will address issues including the non-
proliferation of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons,
the international and national legal frameworks that have
been adopted to counter the spread of these weapons and
to ensure the security of peaceful activities involving
related materials, and some related challenges and
practical implications”, she said.

She finished by saying: ”We are hoping not only to share
our knowledge but also to learn from you; we will,
therefore, welcome comments and questions and aim to
keep the discussions as interactive as possible. We very
much look forward to working with you all.”

The aim of this Course was for participants to
understand how international law on non-proliferation
and disarmament works, to learn to view topics and
discussions in this field from a legal perspective and

to appreciate how their professional positions relate to
non-proliferation and disarmament law.

Ms Sonia Drobysz, Co-Programme Director for
National Implementation, VERTIC
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The event gathered 22 participants from the Republic of
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republic of Croatia,
Hellenic Republic, Montenegro, Republic of North
Macedonia, Kingdom of Belgium, Kingdom of the
Netherlands and RACVIAC. They were military or civilian
officers who were interested in the legal aspects of non-
proliferation and disarmament. The participants included
also 2 professors and 3 students from the University of
Split.

The Course was a combination of lectures, case studies
and discussions. Session One was dedicated to the
International Non-proliferation and Disarmament Law.
During the Introductory session Ms Sonia Drobysz
presented some basic definitions (international law, arms
control, disarmament, non-proliferation, etc.) and spoke
about the sources (treaties, UN resolutions, etc.) and non-
proliferation and disarmament law actors. Through the

Course Participants

During this session there was an opportunity for a
group discussion on RACVIAC Members' relevant
legislation regarding:

• BWC
• CWC
• Nuclear instruments
• UNSCR 1540
• Transfer controls.

BWC (Biological Weapons Convention) and CWC (Chemical
Weapons Convention) examples the participants were able
to get some insight into the non-compliance and dispute
resolution. Ms Drobysz also said a few words about the
specificities of non-proliferation and disarmament law and
the related areas of international law (Law on the use of
force, Law of treaties, International humanitarian law,
International human rights law, etc.)

National Implementation of Non-proliferation and
Disarmament Law was the topic of Session Two. Through
this session the participants learned that the process by
which a state adopts appropriate and effective national
legislative or regulatory measures to carry out and enforce
its internat ional obl igat ions is cal led nat ional
implementation. They gained an overview of national
implementing measures, approaches to national
implementation and its benefits. There is no “one size fits
all” solution, it was underlined: each state will decide on the
type of implementing measures it requires in accordance
with its constitutional processes and national situation.

CPT Levente Toth, Activity Manager, CSE Pillar, RACVIAC

According to VERTIC's preliminary research on RACVIAC
trends:

• Majority of states have a specific law implementing the
CWC

• A few states have laws specifically implementing BWC

• Nuclear safety/security legislation and safeguards
agreements

• Criminal provisions largely found in Criminal/Penal Code

• Transfer control legislation.

The issue of national enforcement was addressed during
Session Three. Mr Thomas Brown (Legal officer, VERTIC)
spoke about the national authorities, inspections,
investigations and national enforcement in domestic
courts.

During Session Four case studies were presented. Case 1
was a criminal case: Three people were imprisoned in
2020 for possession of a chemical weapon. Mustard gas
from the Second World War was found in woodlands in the
United Kingdom and they failed to notify authorities.
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The following questions were discussed:

• What is the material concerned?

• Which agencies would be involved in the
response to such an incident?

• How should authorities deal with the
people involved in this incident?

• What is the applicable legal framework?

Export controls was the topic of Case 2, and the questions
to be answered were:

• How are CBRN export controls relevant to research
institutes and universities?

• What questions should exporters consider before
sending biological material abroad?

Session Five was dedicated to the European non-
proliferation and disarmament law. The participants were
introduced to the EU WMD (Weapon of mass destruction)
Strategy, to the EU decisions in support of WMD-related
instruments and to the dual-use export controls.

The Official part of the Course was finalized with a
Closing Ceremony including the evaluation, the

handing over of certificates and, finally, the Closing
remarks by Col Deniz Öztürk (Programme Manager for

Cooperative Security Environment Pillar, RACVIAC).

The Course was evaluated as a high quality event,
achieving its objectives, above all thanks to the well-
prepared, professional lecturers. The participants

Closing Remarks,COL Deniz Öztürk, Programme Manager,
CSE Pillar, RACVIAC

Group Photo

indicated their interest in keeping the topic in the RACVIAC
Programme, and they found the acquired knowledge
useful. Comments and questions were welcome,
especially the case studies that opened the discussion. It
is of particular importance to strengthen the awareness in
the SEE region in the area of disarmament and non-
proliferation, it was concluded. One of the main goals of
the joint event with VERTIC was to start implementing this
idea.

Ms Sonia Drobysz, VERTIC and COL Deniz Öztürk, RACVIAC
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Workshop on Conflict of Interest
in the Security Sector
16-17 May 2023, Podgorica, Montenegro

The “Workshop on Conflict of Interest in the

Security Sector” was conducted jointly by

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation,

Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI) and the

Ministry of Defence of Montenegro on 16th and

17th May 2023 in Podgorica, Montenegro.

Opening session, from left to right:
Col Dimitrios Biris, Programme Manager, RACVIAC;

Mr Krsto Perović, State Secretary, Ministry of Defence ME;
MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy Director of RACVIAC and

Ms Desislava Gotskova, Head of RAI Secretariat

The purpose of this Workshop was to increase the capacity
of the relevant entities in the ministries of defence and
other relevant national institutions in relation to conflicts
of interest, as well as to increase awareness about the best
practices.

The Workshop was structured as a combination of
lectures by recognized lecturers and experts in the
field, discussions and tour de table sessions for the
exchange of good practices among the participants.

The event gathered 17 national mid-level representatives
from ministries of defence, internal affairs as well as anti-
corruption agencies and other relevant national
institutions from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Hellenic Republic, Montenegro, North Macedonia
and Serbia.

Welcome addresses were delivered by Mr Krsto
Perović, State Secretary, Ministry of Defence of
Montenegro, MG Slaven Zdilar, RACVIAC Deputy

Director and Ms Desislava Gotskova, Head of RAI
Secretariat.

Mr Perović said that this is the 4th time thus far that the
Ministry of Defence of Montenegro has organized an
activity on this topic together with RAI and RACVIAC
because fighting corruption requires the attention of all of
us. “Conflict of interest can have serious consequences for
our security systems and that's why enhancing capacities
of our institutions and personnel is crucial”, he
emphasized.

Deputy Director Slaven Zdilar stressed: “South East
European states continue to face a number of challenges
in that regard, including corruption, lack of independence
and impartiality of the judiciary, the prioritization of
business interests over political integrity, to name some of

MG Slaven Zdilar and Ms Desislava Gotskova



them. The security sector is particularly vulnerable since it
has to address corruption but also ensure that security is
not at risk.” MG Zdilar continued: “This challenging and
important event of promoting integrity in state institutions
of our countries is a continuation of joint efforts which
RACVIAC and RAI have been implementing since 2014.”

“South East Europe continues to face a number of
challenges, including corruption that erodes the rule of
law, increases security risks, and undermines the trust in
public institutions. Corruption can be addressed and
minimized through handling the risk factors and building
robust integrity systems based on principles of
transparency, accountability and adherence to the highest
ethical and professional standards” said Ms Gotskova while
delivering an Opening speech to the participants.
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Workshop Opening

The first day of the Workshop was dedicated to
conflict of interest and asset declarations as a

corruption prevention tool. The presentations and
discussions were delivered by Ms Daniela Mineva,

Senior Analyst, Center for the Study of Democracy,
BG and Mr Daniel Belingher, Head of Service for

Implementing Structural Funds, Studies and
Strategies, National Integrity Agency (ANI), RO.

Ms Mineva, one of the co-authors of the publication “Rolling
Back State Capture in Southeast Europe”, presented the
asset declarations as a strong corruption prevention and
risk assessment instrument, currently underused.

In 2022/2023 the Regional Good Governance Public-
Private Partnership Platform Initiative (R2G4P), coordinated
by the Center for the Study of Democracy, identified the
legal and procedural improvements needed to transform
asset declarations into an effective corruption prevention
tool for the region and updated its anti-corruption

diagnostics of the integrity of the public procurement
systems in nine SEE countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary,
Romania, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia). The whole process
and the findings were shared with participants in
Podgorica, Montenegro.

All 9 SEE countries have in place a legal framework
regulating asset declarations as part of their anti-
corruption toolboxes. However, these regulations are
rarely enforced in a consistent manner, and instead
mostly result in shortlived annual scandals or occasional
repression campaigns against political opponents.

There are some good practices in 9 SEE countries that
could serve as an inspiration and example to the rest of
the countries from the region and beyond. These include:
the use of electronic platforms which provide automatic
integrity warnings in Romania; the gathering of
information on the ultimate beneficial owners in Albania;
the cross-checks in multiple registers; increasing the
scope of the people obliged to declare assets; awareness
raising practices in Croatia, and, expanding the authority
and the role of other public bodies in checking suspicious
circumstances and filing criminal charges as well as
setting procedures for lifting immunities in Serbia.

Mr Daniel Belingher presented the general overview of
the Romanian integrity framework with special focus on
asset declarations and conflict of interest.

National Integrity Agency's (ANI) main objective is to
ensure integrity in the exercise of public offices and
dignities, especially by evaluating assets and interests
declarations as well as data and information about
changes in assets, incompatibilities and potential conflicts
of interest during the performance of public office, he
said.

Although the liability to declare wealth has existed since
1996 in Romania and asset disclosures have been public
documents since 2003, the control mechanisms were
difficult to use and the monitoring of conflicts of interests
had never been exercised systematically, he added. The
emergence of ANI was due both to the deficit of legislative
regulation in this regard and to the lack of a specialized,
unique institution administrating efficiently a system of
verification in the areas of accumulation of unjustified
incomes, of conflicts of interest and incompatibilities.

In Romania there are approximately 300,000 persons who
are required to submit disclosures, Mr Belingher stated.

The PREVENT System is one of ANI's most important tools
how to diminish conflict of interest in public procurement.
It is an IT system designed to prevent potential cases of
conflict of interest which occur in public procurement
procedures/tenders.
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The second day of the Workshop was dedicated to
the exchange of good practices among SEE

countries. On behalf of the host nation Montenegro
the presentations and discussions were delivered by

Mr Stefan Radunović, Head of the Section for
Preventing Conflicts of Interest of Public Officials,
Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Ms Alma
Adrović, Head of Integrity Department, Ministry of

Defence.

Mr Radunović presented the legal framework and practice
in the area of prevention of conflict of interest in
Montenegro. The Agency for Prevention of Corruption
determines the existence of conflicts of interest in the
performance of public functions and undertakes
measures to prevent them as well as controls restrictions
in the performance of public functions.

Ms Adrović presented conflict of interest practice and
lessons learned in the security sector.

The Ministry of Defence has an independent Integrity
Department responsible for the development of The
Integrity plan of the Ministry of Defence and the Armed
Forces of Montenegro and its Action plan for
implementation; data collecting and analysis on possible
corruption risks or conflict of interest risks; proposals of
measures for improving integrity in the defence sector;
coordination and monitoring of implementation of
education programmes and training in the area of building
Integrity; promotion of integrity and development of Code

Most of the countries in the SEE region share more or less
similar challenges in managing conflict of interest,
especially in the security sector. Therefore, this workshop
offered an excellent opportunity for participants to share
their technical experiences and knowledge, which will help
to minimize conflicts of interest and corruption while
promoting good governance that is accountable,
transparent, and effective.

The Workshop was concluded with a Closing
ceremony and Closing remarks delivered by COL
Dimitrios Biris, RACVIAC Programme Manager, Ms

Alma Adrović, Ministry of Defence of Montenegro and
Mr Nikola Naumovski, Senior Anti-Corruption Adviser,

RAI.

of Ethics; development and coordination of cooperation
programme with other state bodies and international
organizations (NATO, EU, CIDS, RACVIAC, RAI, TI…) as well as
other partners in the area of anti-corruption and reporting
on activities in the area of Building Integrity and fight
against corruption.

The second day finished with a tour-de-table session
during which representatives from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Hellenic Republic, North Macedonia and
Serbia briefly presented their national good practices and
lessons learned. In addition, a representative of CMDR COE
presented the mission of the centre, its structure and the
scope of work.

Ms Alma Adrović, Ministry of Defence, Montenegro

Certificates Distribution
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Interview with Ms Daniela Mineva,
Senior Analyst, Economic Program,
Center for the Study of Democracy, Bulgaria

Ms Daniela Mineva

With Ms Daniela Mineva, Senior Analyst, Economic
Program, Center for the Study of Democracy,
Bulgaria and one of the co-authors of the publication
“Rolling Back State Capture in Southeast Europe”,
we spoke about how SEE countries are dealing with
the anti-corruption integrity of the public
procurement systems. She was one of the
presenters during the “Workshop on Conflict of
Interest in the Security Sector” held in Podgorica,
ME, organized by RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation in partnership with the Regional Anti-
Corruption Initiative - RAI and the Ministry of
Defence of Montenegro.

The Regional Good Governance Public-Private
Partnership Platform (R2G4P), coordinated by the
Center for the Study of Democracy, Bulgaria
updated its anti-corruption diagnostics of the
integrity of the public procurement systems in nine
SEE countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Romania,
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia,
Montenegro, and Serbia).

What is the Regional Good Governance Public-Private
Partnership Platform (R2G4P)?

The R2G4P initiative, coordinated by the Center for the
Study of Democracy, Bulgaria aims to deliver shared
anticorruption solutions to increase the accountability of
state institutions and strengthen civil society and the rule of
law in SEE through capacity building on implementing best
practice European social research innovation instruments.
The action aims to close anticorruption pol icy
implementation and public procurement gaps across SEE,
which will amplify the impact of the planned increase in EU
infrastructure support until 2025. The focus is placed on
nine countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Romania,
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia).

The public-private partnership approach allow targets
groups to share solutions across EU and non-EU borders in
SEE, based on four pillars:

1. Established Regional Good Governance Public-Private
Partnership Platform (R2G4P) which combines andRCC
RAI’s public sector cooperation capacity with
SELDI.net's expertise to create a sustainable regional
public-private partnership for shared good governance
solutions.

2. Increased capacity of public institutions and CSOs to
diagnose and tackle corruption risks through
specialised three-day regional trainings.

3. Designed shared management and policy anti-
corruption solutions, through producing annual SEE
Good Governance Reports, each accompanied by nine
anticorruption reviews for public institutions, based on
MACPI and Opentender.eu methods.

4. Communication and engagement strategy, including an
opening conference, annual policy forums, and a closing
summit.

The R2GP4 initiative benefits from a € 1.5 million grant from
Iceland, Lichtenstein and Norway through the EEA and
Norway Grants Fund for Regional Cooperation.
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The report on anti-corruption diagnosis of the
integrity of the public procurement system brings
together the results of nine SEE countries (Bulgaria,
Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro and
Serbia). How long did it take for the data to be
collected, analysed and consolidated into one such
extensive report?

Our analyses basedfollow an annual cycle. The research is
on a combination of statistical (quantitative) data and
narrative (qualitative data). The narrative data is provided
by our R2G4P members located in the countries analysed.
The public procurement however, needsquantitative data
to be obtained from public sources, such as EU and
national-level procurement registers, sometimes over the
course of several years. This task is performed by our
partners at the Government Transparency Institute,
Hungary.

What problems/difficulties did you encounter when
collecting data in these 9 countries, if there were any?

Not all data is machine-readable and could easily be
downloaded in bulk, as it is usually presented on a case-by-
case basis, as a HTML or searchable PDF file. Thus, it has to
be obtained through official requests for information, or
scraped from the public websites. The process is explained
in detail in Analyzing Public Procurement Risks: Training
Manual. Page 20 in particular notes the challenges we face
in obtaining the data and the various errors observed in
public registers (duplications, missing attributes, etc.). For
more information, please see: Opentender.eu.

How much do you think the results can affect the
further prevention of corruption in this region and who
specifically can they serve?

I believe our recommendations could prevent, decrease
and punish corruption to a great extent, as long as there is
an efficient civil society – government cooperation and
political will. Unfortunately, this is not always the case, and
anti-corruption reforms could take 5-10 years, and more. To
facilitate the process, we have formed a public-private
partnership platform, which features representatives from
the government sector and CSOs in nine countries. So far,
we have provided policy recommendations in the area of
public procurement, management of energy state-owned
enterprises, the use of asset declarations, and we are
currently researching the integrity tools that are applied at
the local level.

Ms Mineva, in your opinion, when it comes to
corruption in general, what do you think gives the best
results in preventing it? Is there a mechanism that
works?

This is a very complex question, which has been researched
in multiple policy and scientific papers. There is no universal
solution, as the historical, cultural, economic and political
specifics of each country should be taken into account.
However, what we could recommend is to:

• Find strong-willed reform-minded policy makers, who
can push forward needed reforms in the Parliament.

• Establish anti-corruption measures and procedures,
based on the best EU and international standards.

• Establish working cooperation mechanisms with the civil
society, the business sector, and the media.

• Use big data and inter-connected registers to form red-
flags and thus focus the checks and audits on the high-
risk people and companies.

• There is no need to reinvent the wheel and create
multiple anti-corruption bodies, committees, and laws.
What is needed is for the existing anti-corruption
measures and procedures to be consistently applied
every day, and not just at an ad-hoc basis.

• Strengthen the sanctioning of high-level corruption
cases.

How do asset declarations serve in prevention of
corruption and as a risk assessment instrument?

Asset declarations are a strong, yet currently under-utilised
instrument for preventing corruption and illicit finance
among civil servants, and in particular among PEPs in SEE-
9. The media and civil society in the region, along with
international organisations, continuously investigate and
report on the many evident gaps between the living
standards of politicians and their families, and what they
officially declare to the public as assets and income. All SEE-
9 countries have in place a legal framework regulating
asset declarations as part of their anti-corruption
toolboxes. However, these regulations are rarely enforced
in a consistent manner, and instead mostly result in
shortlived annual scandals or occasional repression
campaigns against political opponents.

There are some good practices in SEE-9, that could serve as
an inspiration and example to the rest of the countries from
the region and beyond. These include: the use of electronic
platforms which provide automatic integrity warnings in
Romania; the gathering of information on the ultimate
beneficial owners in Albania; the cross-checks in multiple
registers, increasing the scope of the people obliged to
declare assets, and awareness raising practices in Croatia;
and expanding the authority and the role of other public
bodies in checking suspicious circumstances and filing
criminal charges as well as setting procedures for lifting
immunities in Serbia. While the procedural and legal gaps
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differ across the countries, several key prerequisites for
efficient checks of asset declarations stand out:

· Central e-submission of asset declarations

· Cooperation and data exchange among all relevant
bodies

· Inter-connected registers and cross-checking of data
from multiple sources (national and international)

· Existence of specialized checking body / department(s)

· Established unified checking procedure across all public
bodies based on red flags/ indicators (with focus on:
undeclared assets, held abroad and/or by friends and
family members)

· Updated legal base

· Efficient prosecution and punishment

· Asset declarations and final penalty decisions published
online

Who are “politically exposed persons (PEPs)” and
“persons with high political power”?

The term “politically exposed persons (PEPs)” usually refers
to individuals who are or have been entrusted with public
functions, as well as their family members and close
associates. PEPs are potentially in a position to misuse their
influence for personal gain. While there is no internationally
recognized list of the types of officials defined as PEPs,
guidance in this respect can be found in the glossary of the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and in European Union
Commission Directive 2006/70/EC. Still, researchers and
international organizations such as the World Bank
consider that the definitions used by Directive 2006/70/EC
and FATF should be expanded to include other categories
(e.g. mayors, judges and prosecutors).

Thus, for the purposes of the current report, the term
“politically exposed persons” includes not only the types of
officials listed in Article 2 Commission Directive
2006/70/EC, but also all “persons with high political power”
(prime ministers, ministers, mayors, municipal counsellors,
district governors, rectors – including all their deputies – as
well as Members of Parliament, members of governing
boards of state-owned enterprises, commissioners, and the
chief architects).

Are there any groups of people who are not obliged to
declare assets and how does this affect the prevention
of corruption?

Some PEPs, as well as other categories of civil servants in
SEE-9, are not obliged to declare their assets, and as a
result, their wealth remains hidden from state institutions

and the general public. This problem is most pronounced
with regard to senior managers, directors, and board
members of state-owned companies. These individuals are
not obliged to declare their assets to any extent in Serbia
(unless they are appointed by the government) and in
Bosnia and Herzegovina (BA). In addition, despite the
continuing legal efforts, the information that individuals are
obliged to declare is rarely all-encompassing, which
hinders proper prevention and enforcement. Legal
loopholes allowing disclosure avoidance are prevalent
across the region. For example, loans from private
individuals do not always have to be declared in Hungary,
and presents to close family members are not made public
at all. In Bulgaria and Croatia spouses and cohabitants are
not legally obliged to inform their partners of the assets
they own, providing an escape route for non-declaration. In
both Hungary and North Macedonia, PEPs are required to
declare ownership of shares in companies but not the
assets held by these companies. Thus, personal assets can
be written off as corporate property.

Which are the risk indicators for checking asset
declarations?

We recommend that all countries utilise risk indicators,
such as the ones presented in the figure below.
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Could you please give a couple of examples of how
PEPs most often find a way to avoid (severe)
punishment?

There are four key methods, observed in the SEE-9
countries, for avoiding punishment or at least reducing its
severity. These include:

Omitting to declare assets, or under-evaluating the•
declared assets;

• Influencing the public authorities to drop the
investigation / prosecution and / or to replace a severe
penalty (e.g. imprisonment) with a looser sanction(e.g. a
fine);

• Retroactively changing the assets declaration
document, so that the irregularity no longer exists on
paper;

• Changing the legislation so that certain types of public
officials (or their relatives) are not obliged to declare
assets, company or family relations.

Serbia once again presents a particular case in that regard.
Despite the fact that the country has a rigid penalty system,
many cases of false disclosure, concealment and
undeclared assets resulted in failed prosecution cases.
This is due to the legal possibility for public officials to avoid
criminal charges by paying money to charity organisations,
weakening the prosecution efforts upon the Principle of
Opportunity.

In which area (of activity) is the highest degree of
corruption reflected and which country is leading in
relation to the others? Is it possible to single out the
country that records the highest level of growth in the
fight against corruption?

There are good practices and governance gaps in all
countries. However, out of the nine analysed countries,
Romania stands out as the country with the biggest number
of sentenced high-level politicians, highest number of
checked asset declarations per year, and the use of the e-
DAI and PREVENT online systems.

In terms of activities with the highest degree of corruption,
these could also vary by country. However, it should be
noted that the issue of the petty, administrative corruption
is no longer a main issue of concern. The main problem is
state capture - a form of corruption which leads to a
systematic and permanent delivery of private goods to the
captors or privatizers of the institutions. State capture
relates to the abuse of good governance rules (which is also
abuse of power) in the process of drafting, adoption and
enforcement of the rules themselves in favor of a small
group of captors at the expense of society and business at

large. In general, state capture is the virtual long-term
privatization of the state functions which ensures a
systemic privilege for the captors.

What is the meaning of this report, i.e. who could it help
in future work, who is it most aimed at?

The current report builds upon international and EU
measures to strengthen the rule of law, and highlights the
critical areas of impact that could be achieved through
public-private partnerships. This second SEE Good
Governance Report focuses on the big data tools necessary
to identify the existence of ill-gained assets hidden by
politically exposed persons (PEPs). These tools could help
counter state and media capture practices in the region,
preventing authoritarian tendencies, including foreign
malign influence, from threatening the Euro-Atlantic
democratization process of South East Europe.

It is highly recommended that a unified checking procedure
is introduced across all public bodies, based on a
predetermined set of red flags. The current report provides
an example of a comprehensive list of risk indicators for
checking asset declarations, which could help national
authorities to focus their scrutiny on a smaller number of
persons and related companies, aiding the work of national
anti-corruption bodies and internal integrity units.

How did COVID-19 affect the public procurement
procedures in the region?

All the countries in the region went through an emergency
period due to the COVID-19 outbreak, resulting in the
changes in legislative regulations of public procurement.
Usually, these changes in regulations were introducing
emergency procedures for COVID-related products,
allowing for more expedient procedures but also resulting
in less transparent procurement, which was therefore more
prone to corruption. The newly introduced procedures
usually included direct negotiations under which the
procuring body was freed from objective assessment and
fair specification and evaluation of bidders. For almost all of
the countries in the region, the emergency period due to
COVID-19 was lifted during spring 2022.

How can, in your opinion, new technologies and
technical solutions help in prevention of corruption?

The new technologies could support the quick exchange of
information among the authorities, the inter-connection of
the registers, the digitalisation of asset declaration
gathering, the creation and use of red-flags, the easier
anonymous submission of tips for irregularities, and the
gathering of evidence. However, the new technologies
could also be used for hiding and moving illicit wealth (e.g.
cryptocurrencies), or for spreading disinformation.
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What policy recommendations could be suggested to
the SEE-9?

In addition to the policy recommendations listed above, it
should be noted that antimonopoly laws in the region need
to be made effective, including through the empowerment
of antimonopoly commissions and the tracking of
legislation for loopholes allowing the monopolisation of
sectors or bias towards specific private interests. A critical
issue in ensuring that governments are held accountable is
t ransparency o f med ia ownersh ip , newsroom
independence and safeguarding media freedom from
political interference. The underlying conditions which
influence integrity reforms are different in each country,
making the EU the regional stabilising factor for these
reforms. The EU and the countries from the region would
need to ensure however that the benefits of closer
economic integration with the Union do no accrue
exclusively to a small clique of privileged elites and
oligarchs.

Daniela Mineva works as a Senior Analyst at the Center for the Study of Democracy and has 20 years of
experience working on EU and other donors'- financed projects in the areas of anti-corruption,
management of EU funds, Cohesion policy, innovation policy, competitiveness, and hidden economy. Since
2006 she has been a country correspondent for Bulgaria supporting the elaboration of the WorldIMD
Competitiveness Yearbook. Daniela Mineva has worked on a 2010 Feasibility study on establishing a
European platform for cooperation between labour inspectorates, and since 2016 she has been
implementing a Service Contract to Support the , whichEuropean Platform tackling undeclared work
analyses the possibilities for collaboration between public bodies and social partners from different
European countries in tackling undeclared work, irregular migration, social securities and tax fraud, social
dumping, etc. The initiative is implemented by the ICF Consulting Services Ltd., and was initially
commissioned by DG Employment. As of 2021 it has been commissioned by the European Labour Authority.

In 2012-2013 Ms Mineva participated in two projects related to the development of the Smart Specialisation
Strategy for Bulgaria. Since November 2012 she has been involved in the project Civil Society for Good
Governance and Anti-Corruption in South East Europe: Capacity Building for Monitoring, Advocacy and
Awareness Raising (SELDI), funded by DG NEAR. The SELDI initiative includes 34 CSOs(www.seldi.net)
partners and 5 anticorruption agencies from the Western Balkans. She was also involved in the project State
Capture Estimation and Monitoring of Anticorruption Policies at the Sectoral level (SceMaps)
(https://scemaps.er) (2019-2021) is currently coordinating the Regional Good Governance Public-, and
Pr ivate Par tnersh ip P la t form (R2G4P) (2021-2023) , funded by EEA and Norway grants
(https://seldi.net/r2g4platform/objectives/)

What is R2G4P's next project?

Any future projects will take into account the latest geo-
political developments, new emerging challenges, as well
as the in the rule of law and goodEU-level priorities
governance area. These include, but are not limited to:
public procurement integrity, anti-money laundering, the
enforcement of the Whistleblowing Directive, use of
appropriate investigative tools by law enforcement and
prosecutors, fighting tax evasion and any other illegal
activities affecting the EU's financial interests. The focus will
be placed on misappropriation, trading in influence, abuse
of functions, as well as obstruction of justice and illicit
enrichment related to corruption offences at EU, national,
sectoral and local level.



33

ACTIVITIES

“Weapons of Mass Destruction
Cyber Crimes Investigations”
Course
12-16 June 2023, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation with

the support of the Defence Threat Reduction

Agency (DTRA) from the USA organized the

“Weapons of Mass Destruction Cyber Crimes

Investigations” Course on 12-16 June 2023.

The purpose of the WMD Cyber Crime Investigations
Course was to improve the ability of non-technical
investigators to exploit digital technology to combat
criminal activities, the proliferation of WMD, and the
misuse of dual-use materials and technologies.

The objective of this Course was to instruct
nontechnical investigators regarding the fundamental
skills needed to exploit digital technology to combat

criminal activities, the proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction, and the misuse of dual-use

materials and technologies.

Opening the Course RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador
Constantin-Mihail Grigorie, welcomed Mr Keith Falcetti
from the International Counter-proliferation Program, US
DTRA and thanked him for his generous personal support.
“I would also like to welcome a team of instructors from the
USA that will graciously share their invaluable expertise
with you during this Course. Also, I am using this
opportunity to extend our appreciation to the agency for

H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail Grigorie,
RACVIAC Director

Mr Keith Falcetti, DTRA

Course Participants
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its continuous support to RACVIAC, which is of great
importance to the SEE region”, he concluded, and wished
the participants a very fruitful and productive Course.

Mr Keith Falcetti, DTRA, said that it is very important that all
of us continue to work together to develop cooperation to
combat the weapons of mass destruction. “This Course
doesn't specifically deal only with Weapons of Mass
Destruction, it's going to teach you different techniques
and programmes that are available to you to perform
investigations…”, he continued. Furthermore, he
encouraged students to actively participate in the Course
and called for interactivity as this is the key, he said, for the
success of the event.

The participants had an opportunity to learn about the
current cyber environment and the technologies
presently employed by cyber experts to further criminal
investigations. They were introduced to, and gained
limited competency in cutting-edge technologies, open-
source software and tools that help investigators analyse
data from devices, digital media, or social networks. The
participants were also introduced to the realm of emerging
technologies, including the use of the dark net,
botnets/malware, and cryptocurrencies. They analysed
case studies related to WMD and terrorism investigations.
The Course culminated in a capstone exercise where
participants had to analyse a suspect computer and find
hidden information on the device.

The “Weapons of Mass Destruction Cyber Crimes
Investigations” Course, organized with the support

of the Defence Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)
from the USA, finished with the Closing Remarks

and a Graduation Ceremony. Mr Keith Falcetti, DTRA,
thanked all the participants for their efforts: “You as
individuals need to seek opportunities to improve

your skills. I would like to encourage you and
challenge you, try to improve your own skills, try to

protect your nations and keep them as safe as
possible”, he concluded.

RACVIAC Director, H.E. Ambassador Constantin Mihail-
Grigorie, said he hoped that the knowledge and skills
gained during the Course would continue to serve the
participants well. “Thank you for your participation in this
Course, and I wish you all the best as you continue to
explore and navigate this complex and ever-evolving
field”, he concluded.

The Course was attended in total by 26 participants and 7
speakers. The participants came from Albania (3), Bosnia
and Herzegovina (2), Croatia (7), Greece (1), North
Macedonia (2), Montenegro (2), Serbia (3), Slovenia (1),
Kosovo* (3) and Türkiye (2) as well as international
organizations, institutions and MoDs in RACVIAC Members,
Ministry of Trade, MFA, MIA and national universities.

Group photo

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)
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“Women and Security -
Gender Awareness Course”
13-15 June 2023, Kumanovo, North Macedonia

The “Women and Security – Gender Awareness

Course” was conducted by RACVIAC Mobile

Training Team (MTT) from 13 to 15 June 2023

in “Zanatski Dom” in Kumanovo, North

Macedonia.

The purpose of this Course was to give SEEBRIG staff a
broad introduction on the gender perspective and its
mainstreaming into mission planning and execution at all
levels, but mostly at the tactical level. Furthermore, the
ways and means how a gender perspective should be
integrated into military organisational structures,
especially peace support operations, mandates, analyses
and tasks were presented and discussed.

Workshop Opening

More specific objectives of the Course were to give a
broad understanding of how to:

· apply the international framework and background of
WPS Agenda;

· establish a holistic approach to integrate the gender
perspective into NCS;

· analyse the different security risks of men and women
in gender analysis;

· be able to recognize, prevent and respond to conflict
related sexual violence (CRSV).

COL Dimitrios Biris, RACVIAC Programme Manager
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RACVIAC MTT consisted of three (3) very experienced
gender instructors: COL Antoniela Stankovska-Budimir
from the Ministry of Defence of North Macedonia as the
Course Director, COL Fahir Žilić from the Ministry of
Defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina and CPT Tanja Katnić
from the Ministry of Defence of Montenegro as gender
instructors and syndicate leaders.

The Course was opened with a Welcome address by COL
Dimitrios Biris, RACVIAC Security Sector Governance Pillar
Programme Manager, who pointed out that up to now
RACVIAC has certified more than 170 gender instructors in
the SEE region and that the “Women and Security – Gender
Awareness Course” has been tailored to suit SEEBRIG
needs. Col Biris stressed that the main focus of this Course
is on the integration of the gender perspective into military

The Gender Awareness Course was a 3-day training
event designed as a combination of lectures,
corresponding individual and syndicate work

followed by discussions and exchange of
experiences. From the very beginning the students

were encouraged to be open and actively contribute
to joint work primarily as members of a designated

group - a syndicate.

After the Course Opening the academic part of the Course

operations, including many practical examples from
instructors as well as group and individual work. He also
expressed hope that this activity will further deepen
cooperation in the area which will be most beneficial for
the two Organizations.

SEEBRIG Chief of Staff, Colonel Zlatko Gjorgjiovski on
behalf of SEEBRIG Commander, welcomed the instructors
and RACVIAC staff and shortly presented SEEBRIG's
mission and scope of work. In addition, he expressed hope
concerning continuation of fruitful cooperation between
the two Organisations.

COL Antoniela Stankovska-Budimir, Course Director and Gender Instructor, MK

The event gathered 26 SEEBRIG HQ staff from
Albania, Bulgaria, Hellenic Republic, North

Macedonia, Romania and Türkiye, as well as 2 civilian
participants from the Ministry of Defence of Romania

and the Municipality of Kumanovo.
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A conflict-related sexual violence topic was also
introduced during the third day of the Course and as
a part of this topic a movie, “Greatest Silence”, was

shown to the students, followed by a discussion.

Afterwards, participants got the chance to further deepen
their knowledge on how to integrate the gender
perspective into military tasks (at all levels) during
syndicate work which ended with their presentations.

The Course was concluded with a Closing ceremony and
Closing remarks delivered by COL Antoniela Stankovska-
Budimir, Course Director and COL Zlatko Gjorgjiovski,
SEEBRIG Chief of Staff. The Course ended with the handing
out of the certificates to the participants.

Since 2014 RACVIAC has been regularly conducting
the „Gender Training of the Trainers Course“ (GToT)

together with the Croatian Armed Forces as a
Partner and under the supervision of the Nordic

Center for Gender in Military Operations (main NATO
body for gender in military operations).

Through this activity RACVIAC Members have developed a
network of gender instructors in the SEE region, and a pool
of very experienced gender instructors was created.

This particular activity is a result of RACVIAC efforts in the
field of gender training which has positioned RACVIAC as a
regional hub for gender mainstreaming/training.

CPT Tanja Katnić, Gender Instructor, ME

Presentation of syndicate work outcomes

started with the introduction of gender-related terms and
definitions and the ways how to provide advice on the
integration of gender perspectives in all activities within
the chain of command/functional area of responsibility.
Also, participants were presented with the United Nations
Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace and
Security (WPS Agenda) and related Resolutions.

The second day of the Course was dedicated to the
familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO Bi-SC
Directive 40-1(2017) and how to identify the gender
perspective as a tool in the Commander's operational tool
kit. Additionally, students learned how to apply the gender
perspective at the strategic, operational and tactical level
in military tasks. The day ended with syndicate work on
extraction and discussion about UNSCR 1325 and related
Resolutions.

RACVIAC Mobile Training Team
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“Regional Synergies under the
New Energy Paradigm”
20-21 June 2023, Bucharest, Romania

On 20-21 June 2023 the International Energy

Security Seminar “Regional Synergies under the

New Energy Paradigm” was held in Bucharest,

Romania. The event was jointly organized by

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and

the Romanian Ministry of Energy.

Seminar Opening
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation initiated an
Energy Security project that has been carried out since
2015 with an aim to bring together senior level officials,
experts from governmental institutions and agencies, and
relevant International and regional organizations active in
the field of energy security. For the purposes of this
activity Romania has assumed the role of the leading
nation in the area of energy security.

Considering the emerging threats to European and global
security, Russia's aggression against Ukraine, which has
sent shockwaves across Europe, affecting energy security
and leaving citizens facing volatile energy prices, H.E.
Ambassador Grigorie emphasized that this year's Seminar
will focus on tracing the main issues that South East
European countries are facing in the field of energy
security, by exploring the experiences and conclusions of
the six previous events.

In his Opening speech, H.E. Ambassador Constantin-
Mihail Grigorie, Director of RACVIAC, welcomed Mr.
Dan-Dragoș Drăgan, Secretary of State, Mr. Cosmin
Ghi ă, CEO of Nuclearelectrica, the guest speakersţ
and all participants who took part in this event. H.E.
Ambassador Grigorie also took the opportunity to
thank the Romanian authorities for the excellent

organization and hosting of this activity which is a
part of RACVIAC 2023 Programme.

“In accordance with RACVIAC mission to foster dialogue
and cooperation on security matters in the South-Eastern
European region we see this Seminar as an excellent
opportunity for the further development of regional
cooperation on Energy Security and to promote this issue
through exchange of experience and information sharing”
said Ambassador Grigorie and underlined: “The dynamic
regional cooperation between the countries of South-
Eastern Europe through dialogue and various forms of
coordination is a strong response to the current security
challenges and increases the trust between the countries
and the synergy between the participants of this Seminar.”

On behalf of the Romanian Ministry of Energy, Mr. Dan-
Dragoș Drăgan, the State Secretary, in his Welcome
address, stressed that Europe is accelerating its strategies
towards decarbonization, with an additional layer of
challenges related to the reduction of dependency on
Russian gas imports. Nuclear power is a strong candidate in
ensuring both our current and future energy needs as well
as a p i l la r of decarbonizat ion and industr ia l
competitiveness, a topic which is increasingly present on
the EU agenda, he added. “Romania has the benefit of a
balanced energy mix incorporating diverse sources with
the potential to complement each other and ensure a
resilient and stable production. We also rely on our
indigenous energy supplies, having one of the highest
degrees of energy independence in the EU” said Mr Drăgan.
He also underlined that Romania is firmly committed to
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Seminar Participants

The Keynote speaker in the first working session of
the Seminar, titled “The Role of Nuclear Energy in

Energy Transition and Sustainable Development”, was
Mircea Preda, Head of the Department Process

Management Analysis S.N. at Nuclearelectrica S.A.

continuing its nuclear program through the completion of
Cernavoda NPP Units 3 and 4 currently underway, the
refurbishment of Unit 1 which will ensure an additional 30
years of safe and efficient operations, and the deployment
of small modular reactors by 2030. He added that he
believes that Romania has the potential to become a clean
energy powerhouse and contribute to the global ambition
of reducing CO2 emissions, also providing support to its
neighbours, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova. In the
end he concluded that he is confident that discussions
during this seminar will be fruitful and deliver key points
that we can take forward in creating a clear roadmap to
achieve our climate and energy targets.

In his address Mr. Cosmin Ghi ă emphasized the importanceţ
o f nuc lear indus t ry for energy secur i ty and
decarbonization. Multidisciplinary cooperation between
states requires joint efforts by all those involved in
increasing energy adaptability and resilience, he stressed.
“In this context, the role of nuclear energy has been
recognized at a particularly relevant level since, together
with natural gas, it can be a viable element for the transition
to a European energy system based to a great extent on
renewable energy” he stated.

He pointed out that regional synergies under the new
energy paradigm are the key to paving the way for regional
energy stability. Multidisciplinary cooperation between
states requires joint efforts by all those involved in
increasing energy adaptability and resilience, he added. In
this context, the role of nuclear energy has been
recognized at a particularly relevant level, since, together
with natural gas, it can be a viable element for the transition
to a European energy system based, to a great extent, on
renewable energy.

This session was followed by presentations of delegates
from Croatia and Kosovo*. Ms. Biserka Petrovska, CTST
Programme Manager, moderated the first session of the
Seminar.

The second session, titled “State of Play Regarding the
Interconnections in the South-Eastern European
Countries”, focused on the interconnectivity projects in the
South-Eastern European countries. The Keynote speaker in
the second session of the Seminar was Mr. Predrag Grujičić,
Head of the Gas Unit from the Energy Community
Secretariat, who said: “The EU and the Energy Community
are passing through a critical juncture. With the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, we are facing an inconceivable
magnitude of uncertainty the future may bring. The prices
of gas in Europe have soared compared to the low levels
during the pandemic and prior to that. The energy crisis is
serious and set to continue. A lot has been and could be
done to mitigate the risks of security of supply, and the
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* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

On the second day of the Seminar the participants
paid a visit to the Nuclear Fuel Plant

(Nuclearelectrica) near Pitești, Romania where they
had the opportunity to learn more about its

functioning and its role in a full nuclear cycle
sustained by Romanian industry.

Group photo

At the end of the Seminar FCN Pitești organized a
technical tour for the participants during which they
visited the nuclear bundle production and assembly

hall.

In total, there were 26 participants from relevant ministries
and agencies from Albania (3), Croatia (1), North Macedonia
(1), Romania (12), Serbia (2), Slovenia (1), Kosovo* (1), and
RACVIAC (5), as well as a representative of the Energy
Community Secretariat who highly praised the joint efforts
of RACVIAC and Romanian Ministry of Energy in organizing
this event.

Also, participants were taught that FCN Pitești is the only
manufacturer authorized globally, outside Canada, for the
production of fuel bundles related to CANDU 6 technology
by AECL Canada (currently Candu Energy) and Zircatec
Precision Industries Inc. Canada. Annually, the Cernavoda
nuclear power plant consumes approximately 10,000
bundles of nuclear fuel produced by FCN Pitești.

Furthermore, the participants were informed that the FCN
Pitești production complies with the quality requirements
related to the nuclear industry, environmental protection,
nuclear safety and occupational health and safety. They
also learned that through the nuclear fuel produced at FCN
Pitești and used in the two nuclear units from Cernavoda
SN, Nucleaelectrica SA ensures 20% of the country's total
electricity production.

latest trend shows that the markets have relaxed, but there
is no room for complacency. This crisis requires from all a
common response to cooperate and coordinate, both in
the Energy Community and the Member States”, Mr Grujičić
said.

Afterwards, the delegates from Slovenia, Albania and North
Macedonia presented their interventions (national
presentations). As a result of the previous editions the
participating states focused on finding solutions and
measures to mitigate threats to energy supply.

Mr. Cornel Zeveleanu, Director in the Directorate
Prevention and Management of the Energy Sector Risks at
the Romanian Ministry of Energy, moderated the second
session of the Seminar. He concluded that this RACVIAC
event is a good opportunity for an honest dialogue. “We all
have problems and national individualities. But this should
not prevent us from setting common goals. It is becoming
more and more obvious that cooperation formats between
states represent a key to the success of our efforts.
Whether we're talking about infrastructure, whether we're
talking about security in the supply of resources, there will
always be some common interests. Thus, in such a context,
RACVIAC can represent a viable platform for the future of
energy cooperation “, said Mr Zeveleanu.
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Ms Theodora Mylocharakti ended her 3-month internship in RACVIAC in
April 2023. She worked as an intern in Security Sector Governance (SSG)
Pillar.

It has been a great pleasure to meet and work with her especially because
of her amazingly positive attitude and eagerness to learn.

Thanking her for dedicated service and friendship, RACVIAC employees
wish her all the best in completing her studies, future career as well as her
private life!

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo completed his mandate as Director of RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
at the end of April 2023.

During his time at RACVIAC he has been a driving force behind the continued success of the Organization.
Under his leadership RACVIAC has strengthened partnerships with key stakeholders in the region,
expanded training programs and launched innovative projects to promote regional security and stability.
During that period RACVIAC continued to grow, develop and established itself as a leader in the area of
regional security and cooperation fostering a culture of excellence and inclusiveness.

We would like to thank him for his professionalism and substantial contribution to promotion of RACVIAC and
its activities. He was not only a remarkable Director but also an exemplary leader with the ability to inspire,
motivate and bring people together, which is also the mission and vision of RACVIAC. We would also like to
thank him for creating a friendly and inspiring work environment and for supporting and challenging us.

It has been a great pleasure to work with him during his four-and-a-half-year tour of duty in RACVIAC and we
wish him and his family all the best!
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Recently we bade farewell to three of our
colleagues whose term of duty in RACVIAC drew
or is coming to a close. COL Deniz Öztürk,
Programme Manager in CSE Pillar, LTC Sanja
Kragujević, Chief of Administration and Finance
and Mr Josip Mandić, C-WMD Network Leader
completed their 3-year terms of duty in
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation
w h e r e t h e y h a v e m a d e m a n y n e w
acquaintances and enriched themselves with
new experiences.

LTC Sanja Kragujević, Chief of Administration
and Finance left RACVIAC in July 2023 to take
up a new assignment in the Croatian Armed
Forces. It has been a great pleasure to work with
her and we hope that the knowledge gained in
RACVIAC will help her in her career. During the
period spent in RACVIAC she demonstrated
o u t s t a n d i n g p e r f o r m a n c e s k i l l s ,
professionalism and dedication to smooth
conduct of RACVIAC activities. LTC Kragujević
was also a very good colleague and friend to all
of us, always ready to help and make us smile if
needed.

Mr Josip Mandić, C-WMD Network Leader left
RACVIAC in July 2023 and took up a new
assignment in the Ministry of Defence of Croatia.
His performance, organizational skills and
communication abilities, professionalism,
diplomatic bearing and courtesy of the highest
standards made him an indispensable asset to
CSE Pillar and the Centre in general. Thus, we
would like to thank him and wish him all the best
in his future career.

COL Deniz Öztürk will leave RACVIAC in August
after three years of service as Programme
Manager in CSE Pillar. He was not only a good
staff member, but also a very helpful and
courteous colleague to all of us. He performed
his duties accurately, with timeliness and
exper t ise in p lanning and organiz ing
Programme activities. Thanks to his extensive
professional knowledge and experience COL
Öztürk also highly contributed not only to
raising the quality of the activities but also to
expanding the network of RACVIAC partner
organizations.

Thank ing them for the ir profess iona l
commitment and friendship, we wish them all
the best in the future, both professionally and in
their private life and look forward to seeing
them at some of our future activities.



43

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

WELCOME

Mr Predrag Omrčen joined RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation in June
2023 as a substitute Activity Coordinator in CSE Pillar.

He graduated from the Military Academy as Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in 1985. He has
been a member of the Croatian Armed Forces since 1992, and he was
commissioned as an Artillery Platoon Commander. In the CAF he was assigned as
Coastal Artillery Chief, Land Force Staff Officer, Tactics Department Chief, and
Human Resources Senior Inspector (in MoD HR). As a member of CAF he
participated in 3 International UN Mission (Eritrea and Ethiopia, Nepal, and Sudan)
and 3 NATO Operations (ISAF, KFOR and RSM).

He is married and has two daughters. He likes travelling, running, diving and
reading books.
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