
CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

NEWSLETTER

Issue 68 / 1 January - 31 March 2023

AGREEMENT ON SUB-REGIONAL ARMS CONTROL

(DAYTON ARTICLE IV)-ORIENTATION COURSE

REGIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY COOPERATION INITIATIVE

CONFERENCE ON PROJECT
ACTIVITY INTRODUCTION
CONFERENCE ON PROJECT
ACTIVITY INTRODUCTION
CONFERENCE ON PROJECT
ACTIVITY INTRODUCTION



2

Newsletter editorial staff:

CPT Jasmina Vrgoč, PA Officer
, Language SpecialistMs Sanja Romić

Rakitje, Stari hrast 53
10437 Bestovje, Croatia

+385 (0)1 3330 803Tel:
+385 (0)1 3330 809Fax:

info¹racviac.org
www.racviac.org

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

Contents:

NEWSLETTER Issue 68

RACVIAC hosted today the United States Defence Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) representatives headed by Mr
David Musgrave, On-Site Inspection and Building Capacity
Director on 12th January 2023.

They were warmly welcomed by RACVIAC Management, MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director and MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy
Director who were their hosts during this visit to RACVIAC.
The DTRA delegation was briefed on RACVIAC history, its
work, Programme for 2023 and plans for enhancing
cooperation in the upcoming period. Since the founding of
RACVIAC, USA has been constantly involved in the Centre's
work and has an Observer status since 2003. DTRA is a
sponsor and partner in a number of C-WMD activities as well
as CTST Pillar activities connected to the cyber domain and
the Arms Control area (CSE Pillar).

During the meeting it was emphasized that RACVIAC is

US DTRA representatives
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Panellists in the Forum

interested in the continuation of the joint efforts
in the years to come, especially regarding the
four establ ished C-WMD projects and
conclusion of the work with regard to the
development and testing of national WMD
Counter Proliferation Strategies.

Additionally, it was said that RACVIAC is ready to
continue supporting in every way (f.e., via
networking, regional SMEs) PSI activities that
are being organized in the SEE countries and
neighbouring regions.

Mr Musgrave thanked RACVIAC for its hospitality
and stressed the importance of the C-WMD
Network, especially its uniqueness because it
gathers 10 countries willing to work together in
a transparent and open manner on various
topics concerning C-WMDs. He underlined that
given the current state of affairs in the arms
control domain, DTRA will be looking for a more
broader way of addressing arms control topics (the cyber
domain, artificial intelligence, weapons in space, etc.).

Mr Musgrave added that DTRA will continue to support

RACVIAC representatives participated in the policy forum

“Tackling State Capture in SEE”
RACVIAC representatives from SSG Pillar,
Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović and LTC Nikola
Suhić participated in the policy forum
“Tackling State Capture in SEE” held in Hotel
Golden Tulip Zira, Belgrade, RS on 25th
January 2023.

The participants in the Forum were
representatives of different governmental
and nongovernmental organizations active
in the Republic of Serbia and the region,
members of the academia and other
interested individuals.

RACVIAC participation in the Forum was a
great opportunity for its representatives to
extend a network of potential partners in
RACVIAC ef forts to foster regional
cooperation. RACVIAC flag was also
showcased among those of other regional
and International organizations.

NEWS

RACVIAC efforts in promoting security cooperation and
dialogue in the region and that it will support it in
advertising this successful model in other regions too.

US DTRA epresentativesand RACVIAC R
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RACVIAC Representative participated in KAS Conference

“The Importance of Central Europe for the EU”
RACVIAC representative LTC Nikola Suhić, Activity
Manager in SSG Pillar, participated in the Roundtable “The
Importance of Central Europe for the EU” held in Hotel
Trakošćan, Trakošćan, HR on 2nd February 2023. The
Konrad Adenauer Stif tung (KAS) organized this
Conference for the heads of country offices and regional
programs from South East Europe and the countries of the
Western Balkans from February 1st to 3rd, 2023 with the
purpose of exchanging views with politicians (diplomats),
security and migration experts on the Three Seas
Initiative, the Belt and Road Initiative (16+1), the common
position of the countries of the EU on Russia's attack on
Ukraine, and a possible common European security and
defense policy.

LTC Suhić participated as a panellist in Panel four, Western
Balkans: “The MES7 Perspective on Regional Security
Issues”. He presented RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation and its role in fostering dialogue and
cooperation in South East Europe.

The head of KAS Mr Holger Haibach appreciated the
participation of the RACVIAC representative. He

expressed his willingness to extend partnership with
RACVIAC in the organization of activities of joint interest.

LTS Suhić's presence in the roundtable enabled the
RACVIAC representative to extend the network of
RACVIAC potential partners. RACVIAC flag was also
showcased among those of other regional and
International organizations.

RACVIAC delegation attended the 34th Meeting of the
Sub-Regional Consultative Commission on the Agreement
on Sub-Regional Arms Control (Article IV)

RACVIAC delegation, headed by Deputy Director MG
Slaven Zdilar, attended the 34th Meeting of the Sub-
Regional Consultative Commission on the Agreement on
Sub-Regional Arms Control (Article IV) which was held in
Karlovac, HR on 7-8 February 2023.

Dur ing the meet ing RACVIAC representat ives
coordinated the details of the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control (Article IV) Orientation Course in
regard to RACVIAC 2023 Programme with the
representatives of the Signatory Countries.

Conference Participants
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RACVIAC Director visited Bundeswehr Verification Center

Meeting Participants

RACVIAC Director MG (ret) Jeronim Bazo attended a
meeting on 9 February 2023 upon the invitation of BG
Michael Schoy, Director of the Bundeswehr Verification
Center in Geilenkirchen, Germany.

Both sides presented their respective Institutions and their
spheres of work. Furthermore, the topics that were
discussed included future cooperation between the
Centres within the scope of training support (in the field of
Arms Control, Open Skies, Gender, etc.).

Director BG Michael Schoy and his deputy, Col (GS) Michael
Vollmer, thanked MG Bazo for his visit and expressed hope
that future cooperation will continue in a positive direction,
especially in the aforementioned areas.

RACVIAC representatives attended a working meeting
with the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington D.C.
R AC V I AC - C e n t re f o r S e c u r i t y C o o p e ra t i o n
representatives Ms Vedrana Djukarić, CSE Pillar Activity
Coordinator and Mr Josip Mandić, Programme Leader for
C-WMD Network and Project Coordinator for advancing
regional nuclear security in SEE, attended a working
meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy, National
Nuclear Security Administration, Office of International
Nuclear Security and Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory representatives on 8th and 9th February in
Battelle Memorial Washington Office.

The meeting accomplished the desired objectives to
further refine priorities and outcomes for the RACVIAC -
DOE Nuclear Security Cooperation Initiative and to agree
on a clearer roadmap of events to be conducted jointly
over the coming years. Based on RACVIAC presentations
and on discussion among all participants, both sides
agreed on the objectives, priorities, and desired outcomes
for the joint Initiative.Therefore, the main objective
remains to establish a common understanding and raise
awareness among RACVIAC Members on nuclear security
and to help them take a graded approach in developing
and establishing methodologies to address nuclear

security threats and risks. Cross-cutting topics common to
all or most RACVIAC Members are a priority, while
addressing and adapting to changing regional dynamics
under the Initiative. With this approach, the desired
outcome is to establish a stronger long-term regional
network for nuclear security cooperation and sustained
dialogue in SEE, based on regional needs and risks,
facilitated through RACVIAC.

RACVIAC and DoE Representatives

MG (ret) Jeronim Bazo and BG Michael Schoy
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RACVIAC representatives participated in the Conference

”Artificial Intelligence and Security Governance in

-Contemporary International Affairs: Cyber-Security

Basic Elements and Challenges“
R AC V I AC - C e n t re f o r S e c u r i t y C o o p e ra t i o n
representatives Ms Biserka Petrovska, CTST Pillar
Programme Manager and Mr Marinko Romić, CTST Pillar
Activity Manager, attended a two-day Conference
”Artificial Intelligence and Security Governance in
Contemporary International Affairs: Cyber-Security – Basic
Elements and Challenges“ organized by the Institute for
Development and International Relations and Hans-Seidel-
Stiftung on 16-17 February 2023.

The Conference was dedicated to questions of cyber
security, its basic elements and challenges. It provided an
opportunity to bring together policy makers and experts
from all over Europe to consider in depth the topics related
to cyber security.Conference Participants

RACVIAC Representatives participated in the Conference

TRANSnational Civil Protection EARLY WARNING System
R AC V I AC - C e n t re f o r S e c u r i t y C o o p e ra t i o n
representatives Ms Biserka Petrovska, CTST Pillar
Programme Manager and Mr Berat Jashari, CTST Pillar
Activity Manager attended on 22nd February 2023 the
Conference ”TRANSnational Civil Protection (CP) EARLY
WARNING System” in Palača Herzer, Varaždin.

Varaždin County is a partner in the “TRANSnational Civil
Protection Warning” Project which is a part of the Interreg
ADRION program.

The overall objective of this project is to increase the
cooperation level among National CP institutions in
addressing natural and man-made risks from the early
warning stage onwards and ensure better EU CP
Mechanism intervention. During the event RACVIAC
representatives presented RACVIAC work, vision, mission
and Programme for 2023.

Mr Berat Jashari, CTST Pillar Activity Manager
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NATO Gender Education Training Facility (ETF)

Synchronization Meeting
R AC V I AC - C e n t re f o r S e c u r i t y C o o p e ra t i o n
representatives Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović, SSG Pillar
Activity Manager, and CPT Jasmina Vrgoč, Public Affairs
Officer, attended on 28th February 2023 the second NATO
Gender Education Training Facility (ETF) Synchronization
Meeting organized by the Department Head (DH) for
Gender Discipline for NATO of the Nordic Centre for
Gender in Military Operations - NCGM (NCGM).

This meeting was held for all those organizations that
deliver or host gender training for NATO purposes and the
goal was to pass on relevant information regarding the
discipline (i.e., trends, meetings, policies, research
product, future opportunities) and to synchronize gender
training activities in order to be more efficient and
effective as well as to avoid duplication.

RACVIAC representatives briefed the participants on
gender-related activities carried out by RACVIAC. The

JCDS and OSCE Mission to BA

paid a visit to RACVIAC

Meeting Participants

Gender Awareness Course for SEEBRIG in June 2023 is
aimed to increase awareness of the gender perspective
and its implementation in Peace Support Operations and
will be conducted together with a RACVIAC Mobile Team in
Kumanovo, North Macedonia. In the „Gender Training of
the Trainers Course (GToT)“ which will be held in RACVIAC
on 4th-15th September 2023 our longstanding partners
are the NCGM and the Croatian General Staff.

On Tuesday, 07 March 2023, representatives of the
Parliamentarian Assembly of BA Joint Committee on
Defense and Security (JCDS) and OSCE Mission to BA
visited RACVIAC to discuss potential co-operation in the
area of democratic control and parliamentary oversight.

On behalf of BA Parliamentary Assembly JCDS the
participants were Ms Ljiljana Miličević, JCDS Secretary and
Mr Željko Grubešić, JCDS Expert Advisor. Mr Samir Bašić
represented OSCE Mission to BA as a National PM.

They were hosted by RACVIAC delegation headed by
RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo. Some of the
topics that were discussed were the Annual Meeting of SEE
Parliamentarians, OSCE BA support, DCAF and other
partners' engagement.

The meeting represented a great opportunity to restart
the Annual Meeting of the Representatives of Defense and
Security Committees from SEE Parliaments. It was
concluded that the next meeting will be held in the near
future in order to more precisely define points of
cooperation and support regarding RACVIAC activities.

Group Photo
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Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania

u e eH.E. Mrs. J rat Raguckien visited RACVIAC
On Thursday, 9 March 2023, the Ambassador of the
Republic of Lithuania, H.E. Mrs. Jūratė Raguckienė, paid a
visit to RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation. MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director, hosted her on
RACVIAC premises together with a team of RACVIAC staff.

In order to gain insight into the work of RACVIAC she was
presented with the Programme for 2023. She showed
special interest in the area related to Arms Control.

While noting down her impressions in the RACVIAC
guestbook, Ambassador Raguckienė wished everyone
involved in its work lots of success.

H.E. Mrs. Jūratė Raguckienė and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

RACVIAC representative attended

„Have We Broken the Silence“ event in Sarajevo, BA

RACVIAC was invited to attend a Closeout event of the EU
funded regional project 'Breaking the Silence: Enhancing
Whistleblowing Policies and Culture in the Western Balkans
and Moldova', symbolically titled 'Have We Broken the
Silence', during which the results of this project were
presented and discussed.

The event took place on March 14, 2023 in Hotel Courtyard
Marriott, Sarajevo and was hosted by the Regional

Anticorruption Initiative (RAI) Secretariat in collaboration
with the EU Delegation to Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
gathered representatives of the international community,
public institutions and CSOs in BA.

The Opening remarks were delivered by the Head of the EU
Delegation and EU Special Representative to BA
Ambassador Johann Sattler, Head of Unit Western Balkans
Policy and Regional Strategy at EC DG NEAR Thomas
Hagleitner, and Head of RAI Secretariat Desislava
Gotskova.

Following the presentation of project activities and results
by the Anti-Corruption Expert and Project Manager
Elmerina Ahmetaj Hrelja friends of the project, Tom Devine,
RAI Whistleblowing Expert and Legal Director of the
Government Accountability Project, USA, and Arjan
Dyrmishi , Coordinator of the SEE Coal it ion on
Whistleblower Protection, shared their perspectives on
the significance of continuous support to whistleblower
protection.

The event gathered Ambassadors and Deputy heads of
Missions of Embassies of Croatia, Albania, Romania,
Bulgaria, Montenegro, North Macedonia, France, Sweden,
Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Austria, Greece,

COL Dimitrios Biris, Activity Manager in RACVIAC SSG Pillar
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Slovenia and Egypt, as well as representatives of
international organizations and missions such as UNDP BA,
UNODC, Council of Europe, IISG, RACVIAC, representatives
of local institutions, including the Ministry of Justice of BA
and Ministry of Security of BA, and local civil society and
investigative media organizations.

RACVIAC representative, COL Dimitrios Biris, Activity
Manager in RACVIAC SSG Pillar participated in the event.
RAI is RACVIAC long-term partner when it comes to
activities carried out by its Security Sector Governance
Pillar.

Signing of the Financial agreement between

Germany and RACVIAC
German Defence Attaché, LTC Guido Altendorf and
RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo met on 22nd
March 2023 on the occasion of the signing of the financial
agreement between the Federal Republic of Germany and
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation for the year
2023.

With this Agreement the Federal Republic of Germany
allocated funds which will be used to cover the costs of
RACVIAC activity named "Hybrid Threats in SE Europe"
organized as a merged activity within Security Sector
Governance (SSG) Pillar and Countering Transnational
Security Threats (CTST) Pillar.

LTC Guido Altendorf and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
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RACVIAC Representatives attended the Security Dialogue

in Vienna, AT

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation was invited to
participate in the Security Dialogue under the title
“Regional mechanisms for building trust” which was held
on 22nd March 2023 in Vienna, AT and organized by the
Chair of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation Bosnia
and Herzegovina. The representatives in this event were
COL Deniz Öztürk, Programme Manager in RACVIAC
Cooperative Security Environment (CSE) Pillar and LTC
Nikola Suhić, Activity Manager in RACVIAC Security Sector

Governance (SSG) Pillar, who was also the speaker in the
Security Dialogue.

The objective of this Security Dialogue was to look at some
regional mechanisms in the area of building trust and
increasing confidence, with a particular focus on the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control (Dayton IV), as
well as an overview of activities by RACVIAC - Centre for
Security and some other regional mechanisms in the OSCE
area.

RACVIAC Representative attended SEDM Meetings

in Sofia, Bulgaria

RACVIAC Participants

LTC Arta Driza, Planning & Liaison Officer for SEE,
represented RACVIAC in the 49th Meeting of the Political-
Military Steering Committee (PMSC) of the Multinational
Peace Force South-Eastern Europe (MPFSEE) and the 48th
Meeting of the Coordination Committee of SEDM (SEDM-
CC), held on 29th March 2023 in the Ministry of Defense of
the Republic of Bulgaria, under Sofia Chairmanship.

The meetings were organized with the aim to gather the
representatives from the Member Nations and
International/regional organizations (RACVIAC, UNDP

SEESAC) to exchange information related to common
security challenges in the region to encourage political-
military collaboration in South East Europe (SEE) to further
strengthen security and stability in the region and thus
contribute to regional peace and prosperity.

SEDM CC and PMSC Chair, Ms Teodora Genchovska,
Bulgaria's Deputy Minister of Defence, reflected on the
current security environment, condemned the Russian
invasion in Ukraine and expressed her condolences to the
Turkish people in relation to the catastrophic natural
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Head of DPPI SEE Secretariat Mr. Vlatko Jovanovski

visited RACVIAC
On Wednesday, 29th March
2023, the Head of DPPI SEE
(Disaster Preparedness and
Prevention Initiative for
South Eastern Europe)
secretar ia t , Mr. V la tko
Jovanovski, paid a visit to
R AC V I AC - C e n t re f o r
Security Cooperation. MG
Slaven Zdi lar, RACVIAC
Deputy Director, hosted him
o n R AC V I AC p re m i s e s
together with a team of
RACVIAC staff.

In order to gain insight into
the work of RACVIAC he was
presented with general
i n fo rmat ion about the
Organisation. He showed
special interest in the area
related to Crisis and Disaster
Management.

Considering the similarities of both Organizations and
common interests, main areas were pointed out in which
cooperation will continue.

While noting down his impressions in the RACVIAC

Meeting Participants

disaster in Türkiye. She also expressed her appreciation
for the South-Eastern Europe Defence Ministerial Process
as an exceptional example of constructive cooperation
that strengthens mutual trust and understanding in the
region.

During the sessions the discussions were focused on the
progress made and the possibilities for further
development of SEDM, as well as the current issues
concerning regional cooperation in the field of security
and defense.

The participants were briefed on SEEBRIG's activities by
the Commander of the Brigade and updated on the latest
developments in SEDM-related projects.

RACVIAC representative gave a short presentation about
RACVIAC background as well as an update on the activities

planned to be conducted during 2023 in support of the
countries in South East Europe in implementing relevant
treaties and instruments by means of supporting the
development of national policies and strategies and their
implementation plans, as well as EU requirements.

RACVIAC also used the opportunity to reaffirm its
commitment to work jointly with the SEDM Secretariat and
all participating nations in the forum on contributing to
regional security, stability and peace, as well as sustainable
development of SEE and supporting countries on their EU
and Euro-Atlantic integrations path by promoting mutual
trust, networking and building bridges.

Furthermore, RACVIAC conveyed its greatest admiration
to Member Nations for the excellent cooperation in
enhancing stability and security in the SEE region.

guestbook Mr. Jovanovski expressed hope concerning
continuation of fruitful cooperation between the two
Organisations.
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American Professor uses

Fulbright Award to study RACVIAC

oand ther

Regional International Organizations

During fall 2022 RACVIAC welcomed Professor Melanie H.
Ram from the USA to our offices. RACVIAC was one of Dr.
Ram's host International organizations for her research
on regional cooperat ion and post -communist
intergovernmental organizations and initiatives in Central
and Southeastern Europe. Dr. Ram is the recipient of the
2022-2023 Fulbright-Schuman European Union Affairs
US Scholar research grant, an award jointly funded by the
United States government and the European Union. This
grant enabled Dr. Ram to pursue her research in three EU
member states - Croatia, Romania, and Italy – and speak to
staff and government officials working in and with many
different organizations.

During her four months conducting research in Europe,
Dr. Ram was also hosted by the Central European Initiative
in Trieste, the University of Zagreb and the University of
Bucharest. During her time in the region, she also gave
several guest lectures at her host universities and in the
community, for example at the American Academy in
Zagreb.

Dr. Ram has spent her academic career studying Central
and Eastern Europe, European Union enlargement and
international organizations, including minority rights
issues. Her current research explores how and why
subregional intergovernmental organizations have
proliferated since the collapse of communism in Central
and Eastern Europe; how they have persisted, evolved,
and differentiate themselves and how they have
contributed to European stability and security in the
aftermath of the wars in the Balkans and now in the wake
of the Russian war in Ukraine. With the future of
international cooperation in Europe of critical importance
today, her research focuses on the little studied formal
and informal intergovernmental organizations bridging
Eastern, Central, and Western Europe. Prior to becoming a
professor, Dr. Ram worked in international development
as a liaison between the aid agencies of Japan and the U.S.
in Washington, DC, where she also earned her Ph.D. at
George Washington University.

LTC Nikola Suhić and Professor Melanie H. Ram

While based at RACVIAC Dr. Ram had the
opportunity to join and observe many different

RACVIAC activities and interact with RACVIAC staff.
She also shared her perspectives on RACVIAC

activities and achievements.

The Fulbright is the U.S. government'sProgram
flagship international educational exchange

program, supported by the people of the United
States and partner countries around the world for
over seventy-five years. Fulbright alumni include

60 Nobel Prize laureates, 88 Pulitzer Prize
recipients, and 39 who have served as a head of

state or government.
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RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo and Professor Melanie H. Ram

The Fulbright is the U.S. government's flagshipProgram
international educational exchange program, supported
by the people of the United States and partner countries
around the world for over seventy-five years. Fulbright
alumni include 60 Nobel Prize laureates, 88 Pulitzer Prize
recipients, and 39 who have served as a head of state or
government. Fulbright Scholars are expected to share
knowledge and foster meaningful connections across
communities in the United States and in their host
countries. Upon returning to their institutions in the
United States they share their stories and often become
active supporters of international exchange. A key goal of
the Fulbright Program is developing international
understanding by establishing open communication and

long-term cooperative relationships. The Fulbright
Schuman Program Program in Croatiaand the Fulbright
also offer awards to European students, scholars, and
other professionals to conduct research and/or lecture
in the US.

Dr. Ram returned to California State University, Fresno
this spring where she continues to work on her
research and teach courses in International Relations in
the Department of Political Science. She is extremely
grateful to RACVIAC staff as well as RACVIAC
participants for helping to make her experience so
interesting, enriching, and meaningful.
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Conference on Project Activity
Introduction

Opening Ceremony

RACVIAC, 16th February 2023, Croatia

“Conference on Project Activity Introduction”

presents a continuation of an established five-

year Project between RACVIAC and University

of Split, Department for Forensic Sciences,

titled: “Improving Security Governance

through Implementation of Forensic Science

in State Institutions and Agencies”. It was the

first event/conference so far prepared as a

result of organizational cooperation between

RACVIAC and University of Split. The MoU for

the project was signed on 28 September

2022.

This joint initiative is aimed towards the development of a
long-term regional platform for addressing the
contemporary security issues in the countries of South
East Europe (SEE) in view of the implementation of
Forensic Science attainments into state institutions and
processes, which could raise situational awareness and
improve institutional readiness as well as increase regional
cooperation.

The purpose of this Conference was to introduce
RACVIAC PoCs to Project topics in detail. This will

enable PoCs to identify and address the appropriate
audience. The academic partner in this Project is the
University of Split, Department for Forensic Sciences,

with its academic network.

Forensics as a science offers a better understanding of
problems and enables state services to address any issue
more efficiently. The University of Split, Department for
Forensic Sciences, with its regional and overseas partners,
possesses the knowledge and expertise regarding the
subject and can offer a variety of opportunities that may
enhance the abilities of RACVIAC Members to address the
challenges they are facing.

The intention of this Activity was to bring together
primarily the following representatives of the SEE
countries: senior-level national security policymakers and
subject matter experts, preferably from the ministries of
interior, ministries of justice, ministries of finance,
ministries of foreign affairs, ministries of defense,
governmental and non-governmental organizations, and
members of the academic community involved in the
subject topics.

RACVIAC Director Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo and
Mr. Damir Piplica, PhD, Head of Department, University
Department for Forensic Sciences, who joined the
Conference remotely, opened the Conference with their
Welcome addresses.

Director Bazo stressed: “With this Project RACVIAC seeks to
extend its lines of action to other ministries, governmental
and non-governmental organizations and not only
ministries of foreign affairs, to MoDs and MoIs, in order to

Conference Participants
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Conference Online Participants

provide our respected Members with greater amount of
profess iona l ass is tance and opportun i t ies for
cooperation.”

“Over the past few years Europe and South-Eastern Europe
have struggled with how to address the rising threats and
challenges in an organized and effective way. We all know
that criminal activities such as money laundering or natural
disasters do not recognize national borders or other
administrative barriers. Forensics as a science is searching
for answers and solutions to addressing emerging
challenges and helping stakeholders in prevention. Sharing
of ideas and practices among the state agencies could
raise the quality of response and equalize different
approaches”, Director Bazo concluded.

Mr. Piplica pointed out that participation of professors
would contribute to the security management through
implementation of forensic science into state institutions
and Agencies, and added: ”The topics for discussion are
current and contribute to the better understanding of
national security. Money laundering is not only a legal but
also, increasingly, a national security problem. Artificial

intelligence, autonomous weapons systems, etc., are about
to replace humans. Forensics in firefighting and the state of
art in firefighting with an emphasis on wildland forest fires
prevention of environmental disasters and elimination of
harmful consequences is very important for every country.
Future directions in firefighting investigation will provide us
with a new view in arson investigation.” He also stressed
that this conference is just a beginning of cooperation
between RACVIAC and the University Department for
Forensic Sciences.

The moderator, Ms. Nevena Aljinović, PhD, University
Department for Forensic Sciences, successfully
moderated all the Panels and kept the speakers and
audience engaged.

The first Panel of the Conference was dedicated to
Money Laundering. It was presented by Ms. Marijana

Bartulović, Phd, Deputy Head of Department for
Forensic Sciences, and head of the study module

Financial and Accounting Forensics.

Ms Bartulović mentioned that University of Split, University
Department for Forensic Sciences, in partnership with
RACVIAC and RAI, is organizing a Conference "Money
Laundering - Where Theory Meets Practice". This
conference will be held in October 2023 in Zagreb, Rakitje,
as a part of the project "Improvement of Security
Governance by Implementation of Forensic Science into
State Institutions and Agencies".

The second Panel of the Conference was dedicated
to Artificial Intelligence - Lethal Autonomous Weapons
Systems. It was presented by Mr. Tonči Prodan, PhD,

Deputy Head of the study module Forensic and
national securities, University Department for Forensic

Sciences and Mr. Marko Pilić, PhD, University
Department for Forensic Sciences.

Opening Remarks
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Mr. Pilić provided the audience with general information
about the activity which is about to be held in RACVIAC
2024. He explained the main goal and specific objectives,
identified and proposed the target audience and other
potential participants and, finally, presented the possible
speakers and topics of the Conference.

Mr. Prodan mentioned that today we already use
automated data analytics to support intelligence and
security activities (primarily through data visualization). AI
techniques enable the interpretation and exploration of
patterns in vast amounts of data that would otherwise be
hidden, he added. Regarding radicalization in particular,
some social media outlets want to act like "an incubator"
that builds technology to tackle some of the leading
security challenges. Some initiatives aim to steer users of
video-sharing websites who might be open to the
propaganda and content that presents a convincing
alternative narrative, he stressed. He concluded that the
goal is to contribute to society in the context of using AI for
good purposes and for the benefit of humans and to raise
awareness about terrorism, counter-terrorism, and the
prevention of radicalization using AI.

It was presented by Ms. Željana Bašić, PhD, Head of the
study module Fire management and investigation,
University Department for Forensic Sciences, and Mr. Ante
Ivanović, MSc, Director of the Centre for education and
technological development in firefighting.

Ms. Bašić mentioned that a workshop will be held in May
2025 because May is a month dedicated to firefighting,
and during that time the firefighters are preparing for the
fire season, which will enable the Workshop participants to
observe and contribute in their preparation activities.

The planned duration is three days and it will be held at
Vučevica, Split, Dalmatia County, Croatia.

Mr. Ivanović mentioned that the Regional Training Centre
for Training of the Operational Forces in Firefighting in
Vučevica is a unique Centre in this part of Europe and that
it presents a central place for coordinating rescue
operations in the field of firefighting. The goal is to prepare
firefighters to save lives and property and protect the
community during emergencies.

It was presented by Ms. Željana Bašić, PhD, Head of the
study module Fire management and investigation,
University Department for Forensic Sciences, Mr. Thimoty
Palmbach, J.D. Henry Lee Institute of Forensic Science,
University of New Haven and Mr. Ante Ivanović, MSc,
Director of the Centre for education and technological
development in firefighting.

Ms. Bašić mentioned that a workshop will be held in May
2026. The planned duration is three days and it will be held
in Vučevica, Split, Dalmatia County, Croatia. She provided
the audience with general information about the structure
of the Workshop, the main goals and objectives, pointed
out the target audience and potential participants, and,
finally, presented the speakers and topics. She also
announced that a representative of the High University
and Practice from the College of Criminal Justice, USA and
a representative of the Center for Forensic Examinations,
Research and Expertise "Ivan Vučetić", will be included in
the Workshop.

Mr. Palmbach mentioned that from the perspective of
forensic sciences the crime scene analysis advances so
much that this could be tremendous aid to Fire Scene
Investigators and over the years, we are witnessing this. He
pointed out that fire as well as firefighting methods are
having a negative impact on crime scene investigation but
that thanks to the development of forensic sciences and
methods it is possible to identify and extract evidence
even in the most difficult cases. The estimate that crime
could be covered by fire is nowadays wrong, he added.
Forensics has developed different methods for this
purpose which will be a subject of the mentioned
Workshop, he concluded.

Mr. Ivanović presented the facilities of Vučevica Training
Centre in the context of an arson investigation. He
mentioned that the Centre is focused on educating

The third Panel of the Conference was dedicated to
forensics in firefighting – The state of art in

firefighting with an emphasis on wildland fires.

The fourth Panel of the Conference was dedicated
to Forensics in Firefighting – The Future Directions in

Fire Investigation.

Conference Participants
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The Conference was structured as an on-line activity
broadcasted from RACVIAC premises and gathered 23
international participants, mainly PoCs, and other
specialists from the financial branch too. There were two
participants from RACVIAC Associate Members also. Some
lecturers joined the Conference remotely. Sharing of
knowledge and best practices among RACVIAC Members
as well as creating the experts' network may help the
region in addressing the challenges in many fields. This
could equalize capabilities and unify procedures, which
could finally improve the common response to the
common threats.

The security challenges that modern societies face
are complex and demand an adequate response.

Forensics as a science offers a better understanding
of problems and, therefore, enables state services to

address any issue more efficiently.

students about fire forensics by the use of cutting-edge
technology and techniques to simulate real-world arson
scenarios. This includes the use of virtual and augmented
reality to create interactive training simulations, as well as
the use of drones and thermal imaging cameras to allow
students to analyse and assess real-life fire scenes. The
Centre will incorporate a forensic laboratory equipped
with the latest analytical tools and techniques, such as
DNA analysis and trace evidence examination to give
students a hands-on experience in analysing evidence

from fire scenes.

The Conference was concluded with a Closing ceremony
and Closing remarks delivered by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director, and Ms. Marijana Bartulović, Phd,
Deputy Head of Department For Forensic Sciences.

Conference Participants
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Biological Weapons Convention
Workshop
RACVIAC, 1-2 March 2023, Croatia

The “Biological Weapons Convention

Workshop”, organized by RACVIAC and the

United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs

Biological Weapons Convention Implementation

Support Unit (UNODA BWCISU), was conducted

from 1st to 2nd March 2023.

The BWC Workshop was organized for the first time in 2021
as an online activity and in the following year as a hybrid
event. The positive feedbacks and the interest shown by
RACVIAC Members prompted the organizers to repeat it
once again this year but with a different focus. The
implementation of Article X of the BWC, which was the main
topic of the Workshop, can play an important role in
fostering regional cooperation and could contribute to an
enhanced level of preparedness and resilience among

RACVIAC Members for bio-related incidents, regardless of
their origin.

The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) or the
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) entered
into force in 1975 and was the first multilateral

disarmament treaty banning an entire category of
weapons of mass destruction. The COVID-19 pandemic has
highlighted the risks posed by biological agents – whether
naturally occurring or deliberately released. An in-depth
understanding of the BWC and its provisions can,
therefore, contribute to strengthening of regional and
global stability.

The Workshop's objectives were to provide an overview of
the Convention, the outcome of the Ninth BWC Review
Conference (which took place in November/December
2022), as well as a deeper understanding of the
Convention's provisions for international cooperation and
assistance under Article X.

The Workshop was opened by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director and Ms Ngoc Phuong van der Blij,
Political Affairs Officer, UNODA BWCISU. MG Bazo in his
Opening speech emphasized: “In view of the real threat
posed by biological weapons, a comprehensive and
multifaceted approach is required. Close cooperation
between the security, scientific, public health and
agricultural sectors, the industry, academia and civil
society is required and needs to take place at the national,
regional and international levels. Involving all voices is
crucial for this dialogue. In order to make the Workshop
more interactive and effective we decided once again to
combine the lectures with a table top exercise and an
active learning session. This event provides you also with
an opportunity to visit the Institute Ruđer Bošković, the
largest Croatian scientific research center.“

Ms Ngoc Phuong van der Blij, Political Affairs Officer,
UNODA BWCISU

Visit to Ruđer Bošković Institute
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The Workshop was a combination of lectures and a table
top exercise.

Session One was dedicated to the Overview of the BWC
and to the “Outcome of the Ninth BWC Review Conference

COL Deniz Öztürk, Programme Manager

and Preparations for the New Intersessional Programme”.
During the introductory session Ms Ngoc Phuong Van der
Blij spoke about the importance and the multidimensional
nature of the BWC and its implementation. “The BWC is one
of the three fundamental pillars of the international
community's effort against WMD, along with the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty and the Chemical Weapons
Convention. All states are potentially at risk, all benefit from
joining the BWC.”

The Ninth BWC Review Conference was concluded with the
adoption, by consensus, of a final document, which
launches a new, expert-led process to strengthen the BWC
to address the challenges of the future. A new Working
Group was established that will make recommendations on
measures to strengthen the BWC. These will address
advances in science and technology, confidence-building
and transparency, compliance and verification, as well as
national implementation measures, international
cooperation, and preparedness and response. We are
confident that this document is a step forward in improving
the implementation of the Convention.

Session Two was dedicated to Article X of the BWC. Ms Van
der Blij started the Session with an introduction to Article
X. She was followed by Mr Mehran Rouzbahani (UNODA
BWCISU) who provided an overview of the Cooperation
and Assistance Database under Article X. This Database is
a tool 'to facilitate the exchange of requests for, and offers
to provide assistance and cooperation among the States
Parties. The States Parties are entitled “to submit on a
voluntary basis to the Implementation Support Unit any
requirements, needs or offers for assistance, including in
terms of equipment, materials and scientific and
technological information regarding the use of biological
and toxin agents for peaceful purposes.” The BWCISU
mandate is to facilitate, upon request, the exchange of
information among States Parties relating to the database
and any resulting cooperation and assistance activities
and to report to States Parties on the operation of the
database.

Ms Phuong van der Blij also expressed her great
appreciation to RACVIAC for the important work

already taking place in the Arms control area in the
region and for coorganizing this event with them.

„This Workshop comes at a very timely moment, and
this timely initiative, we hope, will enable informal

dicussions  for countries in the region. Our
Workshop's goal is also to provide a deeper

understanding of the Convention's provisions for
international cooperation and assistance under

Article X.“

Ms Phuong van der Blij and Mr Mehran Rouzbahani

Opening Session
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Workshop Participants

Group Photo

In the afternoon the participants were split up into groups
and they had an opportunity to apply the newly acquired
knowledge in an interactive table top exercise that was led
by Mr Mehran Rouzbahani.

On the second day Session Three was dedicated to the
Active learning exercise. Based on the information
available from the TTX the participants' task was to prepare
an assistance package for their government according to
Article X. Subsequently, through Maj Ildikó Gánszky (HUN
Defence Forces), the participants gained an insight into
the day-to-day work of the Hungarian Defence Forces
Toxicological and Environmental Analytical Division.

During Session Four the participants had the opportunity
to discuss their assistance requests bilaterally with the
BWCISU.

The Workshop was evaluated as very successfully,
achieving its objectives. Comments and questions

were welcome, and a comprehensive and multifaced
approach was required. Involving all voices is crucial

for the dialogue, which is, among other things,
RACVIAC mission.

The Workshop gathered 18 participants representing 9
countries. They were military officials, technical experts
dealing with non-proliferation/BWC issues and/or officials
responsible for biological safety and security issues.

In the afternoon the participants visited the Institute
Ruđer Bošković where they were welcomed by Dr. David

Matthew Smith, Director General. After the Director's
intro, Dr. Ivica Rubelj, Head of Division of Molecular

Biology, gave  a presentation regarding the work of his
particular Division and Dr. Tihomir Balog introduced

them to the work of the Division of Molecular Medicine.
Later on they visited the Laboratory for Cell Biology and
Signalling, Laboratory of Cell Dynamics and Laboratory

for Advanced Genomics.

The official part of the Workshop was finalized with a
Closing Ceremony including the evaluation, the handing
over of certificates and, finally, the Closing remarks by MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo and Ms Phuong van der Blij.
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MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director

AgreementonSub-RegionalArmsControl
(DaytonArticle IV)-OrientationCourse

RACVIAC, , S26-31 March 2023  Novi ad

The “Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control

(Dayton Article IV) – Orientation Course” was

held on 26-31 March 2023 in Novi ad, HotelS

Leopold (theoretical part) and in the Barracks

“Boško Palkovljević Pinki”, Sremska Mitrovica

(practical part), Republic of Serbia. It was

organized with the financial support of the

Republic of Austria and Republic of Croatia and

was executed in the official languages of the

Parties to the Agreement. During both the

theoretical and practical part simultaneous

translation into English was provided. The

Course was conducted with the assistance of

five lecturers from Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Croatia, Germany, Montenegro and Serbia. In

addition to the lecturers, five speakers from the

signatory countries and OSCE supported the

Course.

The purpose of this Course was to instruct
participants how to successfully perform their duties

as inspectors and/or escorts pursuant to the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control and to

establish a common understanding of the Agreement
in order to foster mutual trust and confidence as well

as transparency in the course of inspections.

The objectives of the Course were:

• To inform and educate the participants on the General
Framework Agreement for Peace in BA (Dayton Peace
Accords), with a particular focus on the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control

• To train the participants in the role of inspectors and
escorts within the framework of the Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control.

Course Participants
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The Course was attended by 36 participants, lecturers,
speakers and RACVIAC staff. The participants came

from Albania (1), Bosnia and Herzegovina (3), Croatia
(2), DTRA (1), Germany (1), Greece (1), Hungary (1),

Italy (1), Montenegro (5), Netherlands (1), North
Macedonia (1), Serbia (4), Slovenia (1), South Korea (1),
and RACVIAC (6). It lasted four days and consisted of a

theoretical and a practical part.

The first working day of the Course started on Monday, 27
March 2023 with the Opening remarks by Major General
(ret) Jeronim Bazo. In his Opening speech RACVIAC
Director emphasized that the Dayton Article IV Course
makes a significant contribution to regional stability,
transparency and trust and attracts participants not only
from the SEE region but the entire world as well.

“Last year we had a chance to present at the OSCE not
only our Organization but this Course as well as one of
our most successful and long-lasting projects. We are
proud that we have conducted 26 Dayton Article IV

Orientation Courses and trained more than 550
military officers over the last 23 years. Having

participants from South Korea, the Netherlands, Italy,
USA, Hungary and Slovenia with us here today proves

the importance of this Agreement, not only when it
comes to its successful practical application but
experience and good practice sharing as well

“stressed MG Bazo.

RACVIAC Director thanked the Ministry of Defence of the
Republic of Serbia for the support it has provided in the
organization of the practical phase of the Course and the
Republic of Austria and Republic of Croatia for their
contribution. He wished all the participants successful
work in the spirit of trust and cooperation.

Th is was fo l lowed by speeches g iven by the
representatives of the signatory countries and OSCE, i.e.,
Mr Momir Brajić, Head of Department for NATO and PfP in
the MoD of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr Miloš Jončić,
Minister Counsellor, MFA of the Republic of Serbia, Mr
Miloš Nikolić, Director of the Directorate for the OSCE and
the Council of Europe, MFA Montenegro, Ms Svjetlana
Šimičić, Head of Arms Control Division in the Croatian
Verification Centre, MoD of Republic of Croatia, and Mr
Shawn DeCaluwe, Head of FSC Support Section, Conflict
Prevention Section in the OSCE.

The representatives of the signatory countries provided
the preconditions for the Agreement, views and political
background concerning the history and development of
the Agreement and the phases of its implementation in the
process of confidence and security building measures in
the region. Although some challenges were faced in the
process the Agreement is still in use thanks to the clear
political commitment of all sides. In addition, this “panel”
finished with the Lesson Learned and possible way forward
and sharing of experience.

Mr Shawn DeCaluwe also addressed the participants in
regards to the role of the OSCE when it comes to the
implementation of the Agreement. He presented the work
of the OSCE, both in general in ensuring stability and
confidence building and in regards to its role in the Article
IV implementation process. He stressed the importance of
transparency and dialogue to prevent any kind of conflict
while touching on the differences between Dayton and
other instruments in building confidence and security. He
also informed the participants about the structure,
mandate and activities of the Conflict Prevention Centre
(CPC).

The next topic concerned the Annual Exchange of
Information and was covered by LTC Holger Sasse from the
Bundeswehr Verification Center (BwVC). He introduced the
participants to the command organization and personnel
of the armed forces, objects of inspection, declared sites,
location of armaments, changes in organizational
structures and all formats of notifications. The first day of

Demonstration Inspection in “Boško Palkovljević Pinki” Barracks

Ms Svjetlana Šimičić, Head of Arms Control Division in the
Croatian Verification Centre
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MG Zdilar expressed hope that the Course has had
added value in terms of gaining more knowledge,
getting to know each other and building an even

bigger and stronger expert community in this field. He
also pointed out the significance of having so many

participants from the countries which are not
signatories of the Dayton Agreement and from

outside the region.

The participants as well as lecturers were highly motivated
during the whole Course thus contributing to its
conspicuous success. RACVIAC is pleased that we have
succeeded in inviting highly professional lecturers who
were ready to share their expertise, lessons learned and
views, and assist our participants in achieving the
maximum goals. Thanks to their knowledge and extensive
experience this Course has maintained its high reputation
during all these years.

Group Photo

MG Slaven Zdilar, RACVIAC Deputy Director

the Course ended with the Protocol on Reduction,
Protocol on Existing Types (POET).

The second day started with the Protocols on Inspections
covering sections one to five of the Agreement. Protocols
on Inspection – sections one to three explained all issues
regarding the basic definitions, general obligations, pre-
inspection requirements, practical examples based on the
experience of a lecturer while the Protocol on Inspection -
Sections four to five gave info about notification of intent
to inspect, preparation of an inspection, timeline planning
and procedures at the point of entry/exit. The event
continued with the Protocol on Inspection - Sections six to
ten by a lecturer with integration of OSCE guest observers
during the Inspections. Through the Protocol on
Inspection - Sections six to seven participants were
afforded explanations on all activities about the Conduct
of an inspection and how to develop the Inspection Report.
At the end of the second day the participants were divided
into two groups as inspection and escort teams. The day
was finalized with the preparation for the training
inspection.

On the third working day the first part of the practical part
was executed. A training inspection was carried out by the
participants supported by the lecturers on the premises of
the “Boško Palkovljević Pinki” Barracks in Sremska
Mitrovica. During the training inspection the whole
process of inspection (preparation, execution and
debriefing) was demonstrated and practiced. The
participants were able to take part in, observe and ask
questions at all points of the training. The Inspection
Report and Debriefing was carried out by participants
under the supervision of lecturers.

The last day of practical work was held in the same
barracks. As on the preceding day, albeit in changed roles,
all participants went through the same process once
again.

On the second day of the practical part and the last day of
our Course, after the training inspection, including the

inspection report and Debriefing, MG Slaven Zdilar,
RACVIAC Deputy Director, closed the „Agreement on Sub-
Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article IV) – Orientation
Course “and handed out the certificates to the participants
who praised the content and outcome of the Course, and
made constructive suggestions for the future.
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RegionalNuclearSecurityCooperationProject

-NuclearSecurityCyberRoundtable

RACVIAC, 27-30 March 2023, Croatia

Continuing their cooperation, RACVIAC - Centre

for Security Cooperation in partnership with the

United States Department of Energy (DOE)

International Nuclear Security Programme (INS)

launched a new 5-year project initiative to

enhance regional cooperation on the security of

nuclear material and facilities in South East

Europe. The main aim of this roundtable which

was held from 27th till 30th March in RACVIAC

is to enable participants to transfer new

acquired knowledge and incorporate it into the

development of nuclear security policies in their

respective countries.

As digital advances altered the operation of

nuclear facilities in means that they are

increasingly dependent on the generation and

processing of data and digital signals –

protecting data, applications, and systems we

rely on are gaining importance. The increasing

potential of unauthorized access to the most

sensitive systems has never been greater,

therefore the emphasis on a holistic approach

to cybersecurity is justified as the adequate

solution to this global challenge.

The purpose of this Roundtable was to discuss,
exchange and develop conclusions about the

current risk environment and potential security
solutions.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

Participants during the Opening ceremony

The Roundtable objectives were to:

- Raise awareness of threat trends, cyber risks,
mitigations, and places for additional data in the nuclear
field; and

- Further strengthen RACVIAC's project as a regional
platform for sharing information and facilitating
cooperation on both cybersecurity & nuclear security.

The Nuclear Security Cyber Roundtable was conducted
with the contribution of lecturers from US DOE (4) as well as
Slovenia (2) and Croatia (2). This event brought together
participants from Albania (4), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2),
Croatia (4), Hungary (2), Moldova (1), Montenegro (1),
North Macedonia (3), Romania (2), Serbia (2), Türkiye (3),
and Kosovo (3)*

Nuclear Security Cyber Roundtable was opened by MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director and Ms Patricia
O'Brien, Senior Advisor from US Department of Energy who
expressed her gratitude to RACVIAC for organizing this
event and stressed the importance of dealing with new and
evolving threats together.

This Roundtable was combined of lectures and several
interactive activities such as table top exercises and
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The first session served as a short introduction to the
field of Nuclear Security and Cybersecurity and their

intertwined relation. Mr Charles Nickerson, Cyber
Research Analyst from Idaho National Laboratory

opened this session with a short explanatory
presentation about the Office of International Nuclear

Security and Cyber functions.

Followed by his US colleagues Mr Mark Fabro (Idaho
National Laboratory) and Mr Drew Christensen (Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory) he emphasized the
jeopardy of new vulnerabilities and threats that come
along with them. Lecturers also underlined the fact that the
Cybersecurity is taking on an increasing role and
importance within Nuclear Security due to the rapid
developments of the digital world referring to the so-called
digital backbone that Cybersecurity has become.
Afterwards, in his following sessions with the assistance of
his colleagues, Mr Charles Nickerson talked about
ransomware attack, insider threat perspectives and threat
data, all with their appropriate interactive exercises (such
as ransomware topic quiz; break out rooms for the camera
activity regulation; and threat analysis in the role of the

Opening Remarks

Last exercise consisted of a case study and small table-top
exercise which followed a hypothetical scenario of
employee violation to discuss possible responds to this
cyber-attack.

Nuclear Security Cyber Roundtable was finalized with a
Closing Ceremony that included evaluation, handing the
certificates to all participants and presenters by MG (ret.)
Jeronim Bazo, Director of RACVIAC, who concluded this
event with closing remarks accompanied with Ms Patricia
O'Brien, Senior Advisor from US Department of Energy.

insider as he talked about employee loyalty). On day one,
participants also had a chance to learn more about
Regulations for Digital at nuclear facilities, a presentation
that was led by Mr Tomislav Novosel, Head of IT, Duplico
LLC. This session was dedicated mainly to account
purpose and structure of Croatian Cybersecurity laws and
Regulations as well as Nuclear Safety and Radiation act.

The second and simultaneously last day started with
another interactive activity – Cyber puzzle that was
prepared by Mr Charles Nickerson and was followed by
discussion on protection strategies (and supporting
technologies) characterized by the term “defence in
depth”. With this, sessions were continued by presenter Mr
Krešimir Filla, CEE&EM Security & Resiliency Consultant,
Kyndryl who further covered the topic with explanation of
layered defence architecture and the concept of “zero
trust”. Afterwards Mr Roman Kočnar, Process Information
System Lead Engineer from Krško Nuclear Power plant
took over the baton with his presentation about NPP
Krško's systems revealing that they have more than one
hundred and fifty security controls within the plant. Then,
Mr Charles Nickerson and Mr Otis Alexander, Principal
Operational Technology Cybersecurity Engineer, the
MITRE Corporation jointly discussed topics of detection
and response strategies, vulnerability and according to
that patch management. The latter session focused on
Cybersecurity defence architecture, and linked with that
protection and detection capabilities. The focus was also
on the inevitable development of threat data analysation
which is increasingly relevant due to the explosion of new
and advanced tactics and technologies especially now
with the current Ukrainian crisis.

Last session was conducted of several interactive
exercises, for instance participants had an

opportunity to walk through the cyber-attack lifecycle
and detect various malicious actions. Furthermore

participants had a task to map threats and in
accordance create proactive protection, detection

and response policies and procedures.

quizzes which contributed to more active and as such
more effective learning.

Closing Remarks
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Ms Biserka Petrovska was seconded to RACVIAC by the
Macedonian MoD as Programme Manager in Countering
Transnational Security Threats Pillar.

After her admission to MoD in 2008 she worked in the Sector for
Logistics, Department of Management and Procurement, as an
Advisor for purchase and preparation of contracts. Ms Petrovska
has completed numerous national and foreign courses in the field of
Acquisition Management Acquisition Negotiations, , Public
P androcurement Finance and Logistics. In 2016-2021 she was
engaged as a practioner at the Military Academy "General Mihailo
Apostolski" Skopje. She covered courses in the Department of
Natural and Military-Technical Sciences. Prior to her engagement in
the MoD Ms Petrovska worked in the private sector for 6 years.

Ms Petrovska holds a MSc degree in Telecommunications and a PhD
degree in Computer Technique and Informatics. She is married and
has two children.

Ms Theodora Mylocharakti is currently an intern in the Security
Sector Governance Pillar in RACVIAC. She is completing her
internship via the Erasmus+ program. She is a graduate of the
Department of Political Sciences of Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. During her studies she participated in numerous
conferences and activities related to international relations,
international security, protection of environment and human rights,
both in Greece and abroad. Her aim is to gain more experience in
the field of international relations and to continue her academic
career at a Master's level. She was born in Thessaloniki and speaks
Greek, English, Italian and French.

Ms Michelle Korenić joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation on March 20, 2023 as an intern in C-WMD Network
Pillar. She holds a Master's degree in political science, majoring in
international politics at the Faculty of Political Science, University of
Zagreb. National and international security, diplomacy and political
leadership are the areas she is most passionate about. She hopes
that her internship in RACVIAC will deepen her interests and allow
her to gain experience of working in an international organization. In
her free time she likes to travel and believes that the fact that she
always took the chance to visit new places has opened up a lot of
new horizons for her.

NEWSLETTER Issue 68
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Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


