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4 MAG8 Meetingth

The 48th Meeting of the RACVIAC Steering body MAG,
Multinational Advisory Group, which gathered the
representatives of Members and Associate Members, took
place on 12th October 2022 in RACVIAC.

The Meeting was organized under the chairmanship of
Romania and was chaired by Ms Irina-Raluca Zidaru, General
Director of the Strategic Affairs Department at the Romanian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. After the Opening and Adoption of
the Agenda, RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo gave a
brief presentation on the Director's Interim Report and
thanked all MAG countries, International organizations, other
participants and partners for outstanding support and
cooperation: “Our special gratitude goes to RACVIAC core
and Associate Members, whose contribution in the form of
both highly qualified seconded personnel and very generous
contributions has secured the long-lasting future of our joint
endeavour“.

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda, RACVIAC Programme
Managers presented the Programme for 2023. This session
was aimed at providing detailed information about the
proposed Programme for 2023 and information on RACVIAC
Projects for 2024.

Furthermore, Major Tihana Kunák Koršić, RACVIAC
Operations Manager, provided information on the
implementation of the organizational structure and gave a
brief overview of the current RACVIAC personnel situation.

Following this presentation Ms Irina-Raluca Zidaru
emphasized that staffing RACVIAC with qualified personnel is
the key to success: “I believe that MAG considers this to be a
responsibility of its highest consideration and that, once
more, the “principle of regional ownership” shall be reflected
in a regionally balanced staffing of RACVIAC. Accordingly, all
Members shall be represented in RACVIAC with at least one
individual.” She urged Members that haven't seconded
personnel to RACVIAC to fulfil their obligations as soon as
possible.

In addition, Major Sanja Kragujević, Chief of Admin & Finance,
presented detailed information on RACVIAC Budget for 2022
as well as the draft budget plan for 2023. A new travel policy
was also proposed.

The topic of the nomination of the new MAG Chairperson for
the period 2022/2023 was tackled. With regard to the 34th
MAG Conclusions on the alphabetical order principle for
Members in the nomination procedure for the MAG
Chairperson the Republic of Serbia was invited to send
information on its nominee for this position. Thus, MAG
Secretariat received a nomination from the Ministry of
Defence of the Republic of Serbia wherein Colonel Nebojša
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Svjetlica, Head of International Military Cooperation
Department in the Ministry of Defence, is being nominated
for the position of MAG during the next twelve months.

Following the discussions of the Extraordinary Ad Hoc
Meeting of MAG Members on 3rd October, MAG took note
and appreciated the willingness of the Republic of Albania
to prolong the mandate of Major General (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo in the position of RACVIAC Director for 6 months and
concluded to decide about the proposed prolongation via

the Silence Procedure on 19th October 2022.

Ms Zidaru closed the 48th MAG Meeting and thanked all the
participants for their engagement and contribution. MAG
expressed its gratitude to Romania for the excellent job
done during the MAG Chairmanship during this demanding
period as well as to Ms Zidaru for her exceptional
performance as the MAG Chairperson during the last two
MAG Meetings.

MAG Meeting Participants
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RACVIAC Representatives Attended the

7 Zagreb Security Forum 2022th

RACVIAC representatives attended the international
security conference on hybrid threats and resilience,
Zagreb Security Forum 2022. Organized by the Institute
for Hybrid Conflict Research and St. George Association
on October 7 and 8, 2022, the seventh international
scientific and professional security conference, Zagreb
Security Forum (ZSF), was held in Hotel Sheraton on the
topic of hybrid threats and resilience of society, critical
infrastructure and the state. It gathered over 140
recognized domestic and foreign experts in the field of
national and international security from 30 EU and NATO
members. The forum was held with the support of the
NATO program "Science for Peace and Security".

The emphasis of this year's Forum was on transatlantic
cooperation and new security architecture due to the
changing geopolitical circumstances and the need to
raise awareness about the early recognition of the spread
of misinformation in the public space that can cause
violent actions against the value system, beliefs and
principles of modern, western-type democracies.

High-ranking officials and employees from NATO, Israel's
Bar-Ilan University and other international institutions
presented case studies related to recognizing and

dealing with complex forms of hybrid
threats with the aim of organizing
effective and preventive protection of
f u n d a m e n t a l s o c i a l va l u e s , t h e
d e m o c ra t i c s y s t e m a n d c r i t i c a l
infrastructure.

Welcome speeches were delivered by
the president of the Institute for Hybrid
Conflict Research, Gordan Akrap, the
head of the European Institute at Israel's
Bar-Ilan University, Shlomo Shpiro, and
RACVIAC Deputy Director, Major General
Slaven Zdilar. “The global security
environment is complex, dynamic,
u n p r e d i c t a b l e a n d d a n g e r o u s .
International institutions are not always
effective and the processes are slow and
complex, requiring a more effective
reaction”, he emphasized in his speech.
“Responsible unity in the synergy of
knowledge and abilities represents the

strength of the idea that led us to victory in the Homeland
War that we fought for our independence, we see it now
with Ukrainian veterans, we see it in the center of gravity
of the NATO Alliance”, he concluded.

Other key speakers included Ulrich Schlie, Director of the
Center for Advanced Security, University of Bonn, Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung, Byron Harper from the NATO Special
Operations Command, James Appathurai, Deputy
Assistant Secretary General of NATO for Future Security
Challenges, Dubravka Šuica, Vice President of the
European Commission for Democracy and Demography
and Mario Banožić, Minister of Defense of the Republic of
Croatia.

The panels covered the topics of hybrid threats and
NATO's role in their identification and prevention, as well
as national case studies with special emphasis on the
importance of critical infrastructure protection. In the
joint Lithuanian-Ukrainian panel the areas of hybrid
warfare in Eastern Europe were also covered, while the
panel closed to the public covered topics related to
Russia's malicious influence against states and societies
using case studies from Croatia, Finland, Montenegro and
Serbia.
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RACVIAC Representative

Participated in the

Resilience Dome TTX in

Constanta, RO
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation representative,
COL Deniz Öztürk, Programme Manager in CSE Pillar,
participated in the table-top exercise Resilience Dome TTX
on 24 and 25 October 2022 in Constanta, RO.

Resilience Dome TTX, organised by the Euro-Atlantic
Resilience Centre, is the first national table-top exercise to
test the resilience of local and central administration in a
scenario that highlights most resilience requirements as
defined by NATO.

True to its mission as an institutional platform for dialogue
and expertise transfer, the Centre organized this first TTX
to test the resilience of central and local administration
against a series of events with significant disruptive
potential, guided by the resilience requirements defined
by NATO.

The exercise involved 61 participants from 22 institutions,
as well as 13 observers from 5 countries: USA, Estonia,
Slovenia and 2 organizations: RACVIAC - Centre for
Security Cooperation and NATO (The Crisis Management
and Disaster Response Centre of Excellence (CMDR)).
Participants had the advantage of receiving and
responding to the injects using a dedicated exercising
platform, POSEIDON, made available by DG Joint Research
Centre. Fourteen private companies relevant to the
resilience fields under scrutiny also offered their

Resilience Participants

expertise. The exercise also benefited from elements of
virtual reality to demonstrate the possibilities offered by
this new technology to prepare, test and refine
intervention procedures.

RACVIAC participation in these kinds of exercises and
conferences organized by other organizations helps us to
extend our network in the region and beyond and these
kinds of events provide a good opportunity to create
synergy and avoid duplications among the organizations.

RACVIAC Representatives attended meetings in Vienna, AT
On 7-10 November 2022 RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation representatives MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy
Director and Ms Vedrana Djukarić, Activity Coordinator,
CSE Pillar, attended meetings in Vienna concerning the
implementation of the Sub-Regional Arms Control
agreement as well as a weekly meeting of the OSCE's

Forum for Security Cooperation.

On 8 November 2022 RACVIAC delegation attended the
XIII Review Conference on the Implementation of the Sub-
Regional Arms Control Agreement organized under the
Serbian chairmanship. The meeting was organized as an
opportunity for the Signatory Countries to present the
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implementation process of the Agreement in the period
since the last Review Conference (2020) in front of the
OSCE Conflict prevention Centre officials as well as
Contact Group Representatives and RACVIAC. All four
Signatory Countries of the Agreement (Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia) in their
statements expressed gratitude to RACVIAC for
supporting them during the last 20 years by organizing
training courses for future inspectors as well as for its long-
standing support to confidence and security building
measures in the SEE region.

On November 9, 2022 RACVIAC team attended the 1028th
Meeting of the Forum for Security Co-operation. These
meetings are being held every Wednesday for all 58 OSCE
Member States and under the title 'Security Dialogue'
specific topics are being presented and discussed.

During the Meeting and on behalf of all of the Signatory
Parties of the Sub-Regional Arms Control Agreement Mr
S e b a s t i a n R o g a č , D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l i n t h e
Directorate–General for Multilateral and Global Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of Republic of
Croatia, presented a Report to the OSCE Forum for
Security Cooperation on the implementation of the
Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control. He stressed
that the Agreement is a valid example of an effective
military and security post-conflict cooperation aimed at
transparency and confidence-building. He mentioned the
important role of RACVIAC as the only organization
providing training with a practical part for future Dayton
Article IV inspectors, underlining that RACVIAC has
conducted 26 Dayton Article IV Orientation Courses and
trained more than 550 military officers over the last 22
years.

On the same day the RACVIAC delegation attended the
69th Meeting of the Sub-Regional Consultative
Commission which continued on the following day as well.
The meeting was chaired by Montenegro and attended by
the Contact Group representatives (USA, UK, Germany,
Italy, France and Russian Federation). On behalf of
RACVIAC MG Slaven Zdilar thanked the signatory countries
for the invitation to the meetings and Bosnia and
Herzegovina for organizing and hosting the Dayton Article
IV Course in Sarajevo and Mostar in 2022; Croatia for the
preparation and providing the statement wherein the
importance of RACVIAC at the FSC Meeting the day before
was mentioned; Serbia for organizing and chairing the XIII
Review Conference and Montenegro for organizing and
chairing the 69th Meeting of the Sub-Regional
Consultative Commission. MG Zdilar additionally
expressed sincere gratitude to Germany for contributing
and supporting RACVIAC financially in organizing the
Dayton Article IV Course since its beginnings. When talking
about the Dayton Article IV Course in 2023 Serbia
expressed its willingness to host it.

The meeting ended in the af ternoon with the
announcement of Croatia, the next Consultative
Commission chair, that the working meeting will be
organized in January in Croatia.

These meetings provided RACVIAC delegation with more
insight into the current developments in the Arms Control
domain in Europe. RACVIAC gained more visibility among
OSCE Members and RACVIAC delegation gathered
relevant information concerning the planned 2023 Dayton
Article IV Course and started the initial preparation
process.
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Dutch Defence Attaché paid a visit to RACVIAC

On 14th September 2022 the Dutch Defence Attaché for
Austria, Croatia, Hungary and Slovenia, LTC Peter Van Stee,
paid a visit to RACVIAC.

He was warmly welcomed on RACVIAC premises and the
work of RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and its
Programme 2023 were presented to him. The cooperation
between RACVIAC and the Kingdom of the Netherlands

was discussed and some ideas for future cooperation were
exchanged.

RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo expressed
gratitude for all the support the Kingdom of the
Netherlands has provided to RACVIAC since its inception
and expressed hope that successful cooperation will mark
the future as well.

Ambassador of Greece visited RACVIAC
The Ambassador of Greece, H.E. Ms Antonia Katzourou,
accompanied by Ms Eleni Triantafyllou, First Counsellor
and Deputy Head of Mission, visited RACVIAC on
November 15, 2022.

Their hosts were Director of RACVIAC MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo, Deputy Director MG Slaven Zdilar and COL Dimitrios
Biris, Programme Manager in RACVIAC Security Sector
Governance Pillar, who welcomed her on her first visit to
RACVIAC. The Ambassador was interested in being
informed about RACVIAC Programme of activities and
work in general.

The hosts warmly welcomed her and provided a brief
glimpse of various projects and topics RACVIAC is involved
in. Cooperation with numerous governmental and non-
governmental Greek organizations was also mentioned.

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, LTC Peter Van Stee, MG Slaven Zdilar

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, LTC Peter Van Stee

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo H.E. Ms Antonia Katzourou,,
Ms Eleni Triantafyllou
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RACVIAC Director Participated in SEDM Meeting in Sofia, BG

RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, participated in
the annual South-Eastern Europe Defence Ministerial
(SEDM) Meeting which was held on 17 November 2022 in
Sofia, Bulgaria. The Meeting was presided by the SEDM
Chairperson Ms. Teodora Genchovska, Deputy Minister of
Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria.

RACVIAC representative stated that the main priorities of
the SEDM process, “to maintain and strengthen the security
and stability in the region; to foster the promotion of the
initiatives aiming at the consolidation of peace and
encouraging synergies with other organizations such as the
UN, NATO, the EU and other partners,” are strongly
supported by RACVIAC.

He also expressed his appreciation and gratitude to the
Bulgarian Chairmanship for the excellent work done
during the past two years and positive results in their
endeavours to preserve peace and stability in the region.
As SEDM and RACVIAC share similar objectives and
interests when it comes to security and stability of SEE and
beyond, it is very important to coordinate our efforts with
these countries' achievements, he added.

He continued by saying that RACVIAC will stand committed
to continue and further enhance its work for the benefit of
individual states and that we are open to cooperate on and
enhance this cooperation even further. Through its
Programme it will continue to contribute to the entire
efforts of the international community in addressing and
giving solutions to the current threats and challenges, he
added.

The ministers of defence in their joint statement stated:
„We welcome the presence of the representatives from EU,
NATO, RACVIAC, SEESAC, OSCE, RCC and appreciate their
valuable efforts in support of the SEDM Initiative. We will
further promote and support the activities organized by
them, with the aim to enhance the security dialogue and
regional cooperation thus facilitating countries in achieving
the goal of full membership in European and Euro-Atlantic
structures as the best way to preserve stability and security
in the region.”

SEDM Meeting Participants
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H.E. Mr. Yavuz Selim Kıran, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

Courtesy Visit of the

Ambassador of the Republic

of Türkiye to RACVIAC
RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo received a
courtesy visit from the Ambassador of the Republic of
Türkiye to the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Mr. Yavuz Selim
Kıran, on 20th December 2022. RACVIAC delegation
hosted him on RACVIAC premises.

RACVIAC Director expressed his gratitude for the
continuous support provided by the Republic of Türkiye,
mentioning that since the founding of RACVIAC Türkiye has
had the status of a full Member and that as an active
Member it has been fulfilling all the obligations of
membership, including the Chairmanship of the Steering
group (MAG) in 2004, financial contribution to the work of
RACVIAC, hosting of activities and secondment of
representatives.

Türkiye holds a permanent position in RACVIAC, that of
Programme Manager in CSE Pillar, which is currently being
filled by COL Deniz Öztürk. Türkiye also nominated a
Director, Ambassador Haydar Berk, who was the Director
of the Organisation from 2015 to 2018.

H.E. Mr. Yavuz Selim Kıran confirmed that Türkiye will
continue contributing to RACVIAC mission of fostering
dialogue in the region.

Meeting Participants
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The objectives of this Conference were: to exchange
national results on terrorism financing threats, to
exchange views on national legal grounds on the
implementation of the UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism
with special emphasis on addressing third countries'

RACVIAC, 20224 October
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Conference on the Implementation of UN SC

Resolution 1373 Mechanism in the

Western Balkans - Case Studies

The “Implementation of UN SC Resolution

1373 Mechanism in the Western Balkans

Conference” was held in RACVIAC – Centre for

Security Cooperation, Rakitje, Croatia on 4

October 2022. The main purpose of this

Conference was to develop national and

regional capabilities in the Western Balkans to

prevent and combat terrorism and terrorism

financing by implementing UNSC Resolution

1373.

Opening Remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

Opening Ceremony

foreign asset-freezing requests, and to educate and train
governmental agencies personnel in the practical
application of the 1373 mechanism.

The Conference was opened with the Welcome address by
Major General (ret.) Jeronım Bazo and Acting Head of OSCE
Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ms Susan Penksa, PhD.

Director Bazo, in his Introductory speech, stated: "It is our
great pleasure to organize this Conference in person and in
cooperation with the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina for the very first time on this very important
and current topic not only here in RACVIAC, but in the region
as well.” He underlined the importance of this topic by
stressing that RACVIAC wants to contribute in this field by
organizing a conference that will undoubtedly benefit the
SEE region as a whole. The Director also encouraged
participants to engage in an open and comprehensive
discussion on emerging security challenges for the
Western Balkans and the South East European region in
particular with security policy and academic experts.

Acting Head of OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Susane Penksa, PhD, pointed out that OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina and RACVIAC have been, for many
years, jointly organizing important regional security and
defence events such as this one. “I think it is very clear from
a distinguished roster of participants here today that we will

Organization for Security and

Co-operation in Europe

Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina
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The Conference consisted of three panels. Panel One
focused on terrorist financing risks in the Western
Balkan countries. The presentations were given by

Tonći Prodan, PhD, University of Split, Croatia and Mr
Nenad Ešpek, Professional advisor, Ministry of

Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Professor Tonći Prodan pointed out that the Western
Balkans is a region with the most fighters returning from
the Syrian and Iraqi battlefields, and since the fighters do
not return to a safe environment that is (fully) capable of
deradicalizing them, there is a great danger of involvement
of the said fighters in a series of activities related to
terrorism.

Regarding financing of terrorism decision makers need to
understand how terrorist organizations raise money and
how they spend it. Quality intelligence plays a major role in
understanding this phenomenon. Bosnia and Herzegovina
is a country particularly vulnerable to acts of financing
terrorism, and the judiciary is relatively weak in proving it,
he said. Bosnia and Herzegovina has amended certain
laws that now enable a more efficient fight against
terrorism in this segment.

Professor Prodan also gave the examples of financing of
terrorism from Northern Ireland, Colombia, Sri Lanka and
Albania.

The conclusions of this presentation were that working
with not-for-profit organisations in the region is very

important since they do pose a possible target for abuse
and terrorist financing. Also, the countries have a history of
citizens leaving as fighters in foreign conflicts and
returnees from these conflicts represent a degree of
danger since they have been already radicalised and have
experience when it comes to violence. Finally, regional
recommendations were made: to promote greater
information transparency, regular updates of the National
Risk Assessment, improve the supervision of NPOs,
improve strategic analysis and final beneficiaries' registers
(regularly updated final beneficiaries' registers for private
companies as well as NPOs).

Mr Nenad Ešpek spoke about comprehensive evaluation of
the money laundering and terrorism financing risks in
Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2018 to 2022. He stressed
that this evaluation was accepted by the Council of
Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina in August 2022. In
addition, he said that assessment has shown that terrorism
financing risks in Bosnia and Herzegovina are in the
“middle” range while there is a high level of vulnerability in
the NGO sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and middle to
high sensitivity regarding terrorism financing risks.
Furthermore, during his exposé, he also presented the
evaluation of the Workgroup connected by three terrorist
acts in Bosnia and Herzegovina from the angle of terrorism
financing. At the end he said that Ministry of Security of
Bosnia and Herzegovina is working on revision of the
abovementioned assessment.

Susane Penksa, Acting Head of OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina

greatly benefit from the expertise of the exceptional
counter-terrorism experts, academia and security
professionals who will be using their best practices and
wisdom to help us counter terrorism and all its forms”, she
concluded.

Conference Participants

Panellists in Panel Two were Ms Enkelejda Daja, MSc,
Ministry of Finance, Albania and Mr Edin Jahić, MSc,
Chief of the Section for Combating Organized Crime
and Corruption, Ministry of Security of Bosnia and

Herzegovina, who expounded on legal frameworks of
the countries in the Western Balkans to implement

the UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism. Both Panels
were moderated by Ms Selma Zeković, OSCE Mission

to Bosnia and Herzegovina.



Ms Enkelejda Daja in her presentation focused on the
Implementation of UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism in
Albania. The issues discussed in her presentation were the
following: information on Albania, and the institution of
General Directorate for Prevention of Money laundering as
the institution that has the duty to collect, process,
ana lyse , sa feguard and use the data for the
implementation of measures against terrorism financing.
She also presented the legal background and specific law
for implementation of UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism,
detailing the mechanism of implementation.

Mr Edin Jahić, MSc pointed out that Bosnia and
Herzegovina considers the UN SC Resolution 1373
Mechanism to be a valuable legal tool to fight terrorism
and terrorism financing. Furthermore, he said that Bosnia
and Herzegovina has adopted appropriate legislation to
implement the UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism in
accordance with FATF standards. This legislation also
includes provisions regarding requests from third
countries. He finished by saying that Bosnia and
Herzegovina sees great potential in the further
development of international cooperation in this regard in
the region, which could be of great preventive and
strategic value to fight terrorism and terrorism financing
more effectively.
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Panel three was dedicated to improving co-operation
between the Western Balkan countries in the
implementation of the UN SC Resolution 1373

Mechanism and the topic was delivered by Mr Željko
Radovanović, PhD, Ministry of Finance, Serbia and Mr

Ridvan Bahadir, MSc, Financial Crime Investigation
Board-FIU, Türkiye. The Panel was moderated by Mr
Edin Jahić, MSc, Ministry of Security of Bosnia and

Herzegovina.

Mr Željko Radovanović, PhD, said that Serbia recognizes
the United Nations Organisation as a key forum for
international cooperation in the fight against terrorism.
Also, Serbia supports and implements all of the adopted
resolutions of the UN General Assembly on measures to
combat and prevent international terrorism, including
bans on arms exports, as well as bans on non-state actors
(terrorist organizations and related individuals), he added.
Serbia contributes to the work of the UN by sponsoring key
resolutions, implementing them, and supporting the work
of the Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), he stressed.
Furthermore, Serbia has signed 15 international legal
instruments for combating terrorism, which places it
amongst the highest-ranking UN member states according

Distribution of Certificates

to the number of ratified Universal Anti-Terrorist
Instruments. At the end of his exposé Mr Radovanović
made a short summary where he emphasized that the main
line of business is collecting and analysing financial
intelligence and supporting law enforcement agencies.
However, the Ministry performs many other duties, he
added, and their competence in the targeted financial
sanctions system is only one of them.

Mr Ridvan Bahadir, MSc, in his presentation underlined
certain facts regarding the coordination in improving co-
operation between the Western Balkan countries in the
implementation of the UN SC Resolution 1373 Mechanism.
The participants were informed regarding the channels for
information sharing between the Balkan countries in
response to terrorism (e.g., through INTERPOL and
Egmont), the importance of mutual legal assistance and
extradition of terrorists in response to terrorism, as well as
the best practices in the asset freezing mechanism within
the scope of the 1373 Mechanism.

In his Closing remarks RACVIAC Director, MG Jeronim Bazo,
said that this Conference provided a great opportunity to
learn something new and exchange experiences. He added
that he was sure that the Conference will also help all the
participants in their future everyday life in the very sensitive
field of the fight against terrorism. RACVIAC Director said
that the countries we come from are looking for a better
future, for happier and more peaceful times for their
population. Increasing the level of security of the
community we come from is an absolute must. This
Conference was an excellent opportunity to achieve those
goals, he added. The topics covered during the Conference
dealt with the roles and responsibilities of law enforcement
in regard to public security, mapping terrorist financing
risks, as well as the benefits and challenges of constructing
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* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

The Conference was attended in total by 30
participants out of which 5 were speakers. The
participants came from Albania (4), Bosnia and

Herzegovina (3), Croatia (3), North Macedonia (3),
Serbia (1), Slovenia (2), Kosovo* (2), OSCE Mission to

Bosnia and Herzegovina (3) and RACVIAC (2).

Participating International organizations, institutions and
professionals included the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, University of Split, Croatia, Ministry of
Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ministry of Finance,
Albania, Financial Crime Investigation Board – FIU of
Türkiye and Administration for the Prevention of Money
Laundering, Serbia.

better legal frameworks, and better co-operation between
Western Balkan countries, MG Bazo concluded.

Distribution of Certificates

Group Photo
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Arms Control Symposium
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The Arms Control Symposium is an annual

RACVIAC event in Cooperative Security

Environment (CSE) Pillar which took place on 18

October 2022 in RACVIAC and offered the

opportunity to discuss the main Pillar topics in

one place. It was organized by RACVIAC with

the financial support of the Federal Republic of

Germany and the Republic of Croatia.

Opening Ceremony

The main objectives of the Symposium were to examine:

• The main challenges in the implementation of Arms
Control treaties

• Future trends and latest developments regarding new
types of weapons

• Latest developments and tendencies in the area of
non-proliferation

• The way ahead.

This symposium is a unique event, intended for Arms
Control experts in order to come together and exchange
opinions on the latest developments in the AC domain. This
year's Symposium was greatly influenced by the war in

Ukraine and the impacts it has on the AC mechanisms in
Europe. Besides that, the topics presented during the
Symposium evolved around emerging technologies, which
have become an important annual topic in this event.
Emerging technologies such as the use of satellites,
artificial intelligence and cyber attacks in modern day
warfare are being used on a daily basis. The questions for
the experts concentrated on how to establish an effective
and transparent arms control mechanism that includes
new technologies that in their nature may not be intended
for military purposes but in reality are being used as a
means of war.

The event was divided into two sessions: the first
one was dedicated to Arms Control Agreements,
Updates and Challenges and the second one to

Emerging Technologies: The Way Ahead.

The Opening remarks were delivered by RACVIAC Director,
MG (retired) Jeronim Bazo, who emphasized that a regional
approach to security issues is a crucial element of peace
and stability in the region and beyond. The topic of arms
control itself is an investment in predictability, stability and
security, he added.

The first speaker of the day was Ms Laura Mueller,
Associate FSC Support Officer, OSCE. Ms Mueller gave a
presentation on arms control and the current state of
affairs from the OSCE perspective. She presented OSCE's
organizational structure, FSC's (Forum for Security and
Cooperation) mission, structure and areas of work. She

Distinguished Lecturers
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gave the current overview of arms control agreements in
Europe such as the Vienna Document which hasn't been
updated/reviewed since 2011, the Open Skies Agreement
(the USA and Russia withdrew from the Agreement in 2020
and 2021, respectively) and the CFE Treaty (Russia
suspended the implementation in 2007 and in 2015 halted
participation). Having in mind the conditions in which the
main arms control treaties in Europe were operating in,
OSCE under the German Chairmanship launched in 2016
“A structured dialogue on the current and future
challenges and risks to security in the OSCE area”. This is
an informal working group format for discussing the
challenges in the wider politico-military sphere and
exploring possibilities of overcoming divergences. Ms
Mueller finished her presentation with ideas on the way
forward, such as: recommit to the OSCE acquis and
relaunch politico-military cooperation as the core of
OSCE's raison d'être.

Ms Mueller was followed by Mr. Cemil Tahrali, Head of
Department, Arms Control and Disarmament Deputy
Directorate General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Türkiye, who spoke about the Arms Control
Mechanism from Türkiye's perspective.

Ambassador (ret.) Branka Latinović from Serbia presented
a brief historical overview of the developments of
conventional arms control mechanisms during Cold war,
specifically the CFE Treaty, upon which a model Sub-
Regional Arms Control Agreement was developed, i.e.,
'regime of Arms control, based on the establishment of
limits for five categories of heavy weapons, agreed arms
control measures, military balance and stable defense
force level among Parties'. She also underlined that
modernization of armaments is legitimate and should not
be questionable and interpreted as rearmament.

To close the first session, Arms Control Agreements:
Updates and Challenges, two experienced speakers gave
both a national as well as a professional view of the topic.
LtCol Erwin Bieri, Senior National Representative (NLD),
Chief Operations BENELUX Arms Control Agency,
presented the current challenges in the Arms Control
domain in Europe, especially having in mind the recent war
in Ukraine. He stressed that arms control instruments will
always be necessary, and that times of wars and crises
always end at some point. He finished his presentation by
suggesting concrete measures for future developments in
the AC: increasing the importance of quality over quantity
of armed forces and equipment, stricter OSCE
mechanisms that should be designed with clear sanctions
to non-compliant states and stressing that bold action is
needed to modernize the arms control mechanism.

Col Ewald Helmut Nau, Head of Department - General Arms
Control Affairs, Bundeswehr Verification Centre, gave an
interesting presentation on the recent state of affairs in the
German Verification Agency, pointing out that a lot of
inspections and missions were carried out the year before
despite COVID and the war in Ukraine. He finished his
presentation by pointing out the priorities needed for the
future of arms control: international cooperation,
innovation and adaptation.

The second session of the day was dedicated to
emerging technologies and the way ahead.

Symposium Participants

The first to take the floor was Prof Sitki Egeli from Izmir
University of Economics who spoke about Emerging and
Disruptive Technologies in light of the Russia-Ukraine War.
In his thought-provoking presentation he touched upon
the new and emerging technologies characterizing them
as both beneficial and disruptive. He presented some of
the emerging technologies being possibly used during the
war in Ukraine, such as cyber-attacks, hypersonic
weapons or automatic weapons systems.

Prof. Roberto Mugavero, President, OSDIFE – Observatory
on Security and CBRNe Defense, continued with a
presentation on Asymmetric Threats and Emerging
Technologies: New Scenarios for Cyber and Hybrid
Warfare. He stated that cyberspace is a complex entity and
that its use is extremely wide, and that it becomes
challenging for security experts to remove every single
vulnerability in defense while perpetrators/hackers need
to remove only one.

Mr. Andrew Dolan, Consultant to the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA), finished the Symposium with

ACTIVITIES
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The Symposium gathered more than 25 experts, both
participants and lecturers, from 10 countries. This
year it gathered experts and scholars with a wide

array of expertise, coming from the Observatory on
Security and CBRN, The Bundeswehr Verification
Center (BwVC), BENELUX Arms Control Agency

(BACA), OSCE, Izmir University of Economics, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Türkiye and Republic of Serbia.

the topic of Emergent Technology, WMD and the
Complexity of Counter Proliferation. One of the key
takeouts from his presentation was the interconnectivity
of everything, especially in the domain of counter-
proliferation, meaning that counter-proliferators don't
acknowledge borders or nations, and that in order to stay
ahead of them the power of information exchange and
working together is a key to success.

The Symposium met its objectives by gathering

Symposium Participants

recognized experts in Arms Control who had the
opportunity to share opinions on the existing challenges
and updates in this field. The topics presented during the
Symposium were truly up to date with a focus on possible
future developments. All of the attendees left the
Symposium with a unified view that Arms Control
mechanisms in Europe are definitely not dead or obsolete,
and that this is a critical point in time for looking more into
the future and learning from the past. When wars and
crises are over this is the time when dialogue and
multilateralism become the tools for building cooperation,
confidence and security and when up-to-date arms control
mechanisms are a great necessity.

Group Photo
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In order to facilitate the implementation of the provisions
of the Vienna Document RACVIAC has been organizing
Vienna Document courses for the countries of the South
East European region since 2001. The purpose of this
Course was to provide participants with a theoretical
overview of the Vienna Document 2011 (VD '11) offering a
comprehensive analysis of both the theoretical and
practical level of the implementation of these activities. It
was organized in the spirit and the letters of the VD' 11.

Opening the Course RACVIAC Deputy Director, MG (ret.)
Jeronim Bazo, welcomed all the participants, especially

The innovation in this year's course was the table-
top-exercise on the 2nd day. The participants had

the opportunity to practice in small syndicates what
they have learned about the evaluations and

inspections.

7-11 November 2022, Croatia and Slovenia

ViennaDocument2011Complianceand
VerificationCourse

The “Vienna Document 2011 Compliance and

Verification Course”, organized in cooperation

with Slovenia and supported by Germany, was

held from 8 to 10 November in RACVIAC –

Centre for Security Cooperation. The three-day

Course was designed as a combination of

theoretical lectures conducted on RACVIAC

premises and practical activities carried out in

Slovenia.

those who have never been involved in RACVIAC activities
before, and said: “Although we live in critical times since
the security situation in Europe has deteriorated sharply,
we have come to learn the contrary. We believe that, as a
key set of confidence- and security-building measures, the
Vienna Document should play an essential role in
promoting military transparency and stability within the
OSCE area”. He also took the opportunity to express
utmost gratitude to Slovenia for hosting the practical part
of the Course on behalf of the whole RACVIAC family as well
as to Germany for the provision of financial support.

The Course was designed as a combination of theoretical
lectures conducted on RACVIAC premises in the Republic
of Croatia and practical activities carried out in Slovenia.
The invited lecturers/experts covered a wide range of
topics, giving a comprehensive and detailed overview of
the relevant parts of the VD '11.

Course Participants

In addition to providing the participants with the
opportunity to gain solid theoretical knowledge a great
plus of the Course was that they were able to familiarize
themselves with the realities of the Vienna Document
activities since during the 3rd day of the Course a visit was
paid to the Slovenian Armed Forces' 72. Brigade in Maribor
where the evaluation visit took place.

The Course gathered almost 30 participants and
lecturers from Albania, Austria, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Croatia, Germany, Hellenic Republic,
Kosovo*, Montenegro, the Netherlands (Benelux Arms
Control Agency - BACA), Kingdom of Norway, Republic
of North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia, Defence Threat

Reduction Agency (DTRA-E) and RACVIAC.
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The event was designed mainly for military personnel of
the SEE region but also provided useful insights for
civilians, experts from the defence, foreign policy or other
related areas. This three-day activity served as a
networking forum for the participants who had an
opportunity to meet with their colleagues from the SEE
region as well as to meet the representatives and experts
from different countries, organizations and agencies
dealing with the execution of the VD '11 and/or other
elements of the Arms Control regime too.

Some of the topics in the theoretical part were the
following:

• "History and Development of VD"

• "Future of VD"

• "VD'11 Contents, Structure, Main Parts and Basic
Definitions"

• "Annual Exchange of Military Information"

• "Compliance and Verification (Inspection)"

• "Risk Reduction"

• "Prior Notification of Certain Military Activities"

• "Observation of Certain Military Activities"

• "Compliance and Verification (Evaluation)"

The Practical Part was aimed at training in the procedures
of the execution of the planning and conducting of the
Vienna Document 2011 and it provided an excellent
opportunity for the participants to gain experience in
carrying out the formation/unit commanders' duties as
well as in receiving a VD '11 inspection or evaluation visit.

During the practical part of the Course the
participants carried out a visit to the Slovenian
Armed Forces 72nd Brigade in Maribor which

included a briefing on the unit including a brief
overview of its history, organization, mission, list of

key tasks, training, development, etc. and
observation of Major Weapon and Equipment

Systems after which a visit to the Military Museum
followed.

After the assessment the Course was finalized with a
Closing Ceremony including the evaluation, the handing
over of certificates and, finally, the Closing remarks by MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director of RACVIAC.

Theoretical Part

TableTop Exercise
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* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

Group Photo

RACVIAC would like to express its gratitude to Austria,
Germany, Norway, Slovenia and DTRA for providing
support to our joint activity and to the Course speakers.
We are convinced that their knowledge and experience
contributed to the success and quality of the Course. The
Course provided participants with the opportunity to gain
both theoretical and practical knowledge about the Vienna

Document 2011 including how to execute an evaluation
visit activity thus adding special value to the Course. The
Course was conducted not only according to the letter but
also the spirit of the VD'11.

Course Participants

Practical Part
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ConferenceonSecurityChallenges forEurope
RACVIAC, 16-17 November 2022

A two-day “Conference on Security Challenges

for Europe” was held in Zagreb on 16-17

November 2022. The Conference was a

continuation of an established series of activities

aimed towards enabling open and

comprehensive discussions on emerging

security challenges for Europe and South East

European countries in particular.
It was the tenth annual activity conducted as a

result of fruitful cooperation between RACVIAC -

Centre for Security Cooperation and the Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) Office in Croatia.

RACVIAC long-standing academic partner in

this event is the George C. Marshall European

Centre for Security Studies (Balkans 360

Initiative).

Opening Remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

The Conference was opened with a Welcome address by
RACVIAC Director Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo who
pointed out that this year the Conference's main
objectives are closely connected to the Russia–Ukraine
war, its local impacts, and its implications for South East
Europe. MG Bazo stated that this war is not only causing a

humanitarian crisis for the people of Ukraine, both those
who remain there and those who have fled. It also imperils
the world's economic recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic; inflation, food security, energy security, and
further supply-chain pressures are among the many
challenges policy makers worldwide must tackle. There is
an ongoing hybrid war too that includes cyber-attacks,
disinformation and propaganda campaigns, and the
unthinkable threat of a nuclear war, MG Bazo added.

MG Bazo also said that when the last Conference finished,
nobody expected that the security situation would
develop like it did, especially the Croatian people who
experienced similar challenges not long ago. The lesson
learned from the COVID-19 pandemic, and the situation
during the last eight months, is that every country has to
be resilient. Everyone needs to take precautionary
measures to tackle emerging crises. A Conference such as
this one shows that nobody can do it alone. A vibrant and
consolidated regional approach is needed at times to
tackle the challenges that we are facing today, MG Bazo
said. Finally, he pointed out RACVIAC readiness to continue
cooperating on events such as this one in the future as
well.

The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, H.E.
Christian Hellbach, stated: “If we turn our attention to the
region of South East Europe and to neighbouring regions,
not only the memory of armed conflict is fresh, but also
resorting to arms is still considered by some as a means of
doing politics. We're assuming security challenges for our
continent are of high importance and by doing so key to
consider their multiple dimensions.”

The Russian aggression on Ukraine reminds us not
only of how fragile peace is, it reminds us also of

how aggressive autocrats can be and how important
it is to safeguard democracy and the rule-based
international law and order, H.E. Hellbach also

stressed.

Ms Amy Davison, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission of the
United States of America to the Republic of Croatia in her
speech stated that the US Embassy has a long history of
cooperation with both the George C. Marshall Center and
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RACVIAC. She also mentioned that over 250 students from
Croatia have graduated from the George C. Marshall
Center programs and that many of them are working in the
government or serving as leaders in various fields. She
also said that Europe was and continues to be America's
fundamental partner in addressing global challenges. In
the face of unprecedented Russian aggression the US
remains committed to Europe that is free and peaceful, she
added.

Ms Amy Davison, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission of the
United States of America to the Republic of Croatia

Dr Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean of the George C. Marshall
European Center for Security Studies, in his speech
mentioned that this conference is one of those very
important activities that the Center is undertaking in the
Western Balkan countries, not only because it wants to
keep an eye on the region but also because of security and
stability. The George C. Marshall European Center for
Security Studies is trying to bring together people from all
corners of Europe which helps to understand each other,
he added. This Conference topic is much more relevant in
figuring out what Russian aggression over Ukraine really
means to European security. “History and lessons are
important but we need to adapt them to our modern times

Mr Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean of the George C. Marshall Center

figuring out what the difference is and what difference that
makes”, Dr Rollof underlined.

The Keynote speaker, Mr Mario Banožić, Minister of
Defence, Special Envoy of Prime Minister Andrej Plenković,
stated that in February 2022 Europe faced the greatest
threat in decades. The explosion in Poland that led to tragic
loss of lives calls for further European unity and solidarity,
he added. The Russian aggression against Ukraine has
challenged the international security order and shattered
peace in Europe, he said and also added: “When speaking
of Croatia, it has been providing political, financial, technical
and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. It will continue to
do so together with its Alliance and partners. Coming back
to the security implications it is clear that EU reacted jointly

and individually. At the same time other threats and
challenges didn't go away. All this requires the right tools at
the right time. As an EU and NATO member, Croatia actively
needs to adapt and develop adequately under the
guidelines of the Strategic Compass of the EU and Strategic
Concept of NATO. However, everyone is aware that
investing in this tool takes time and effort.” Enhancing
cooperation between all stakeholders remains the key to
ensure stability and security of our region and beyond,
concluded Minister Banožić.

The Conference Keynote Speaker Mr Mario Banožić,
Minister of Defence

The Conference consisted of four Panels:

• “Russia-Ukraine War”

• “Euro-Atlantic Response”

• “Implications for South East Europe: Defense and
Diplomacy”

• “Implications for South East Europe: Economics,
Information and Migration”



The First Panel, “Russia-Ukraine War”, started with the
remarks of the Panel moderator, Dr. Matthew Rhodes,
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies.
He opened it by stressing that there are different ongoing
discussions about the transformative nature of the Russia-
Ukraine war, pointing out that it is necessary to give an
opportunity to Ukrainians to explain their perspective. Dr
Rhodes presented two panellists from Ukraine, Dr
Yevgeniya Gaber, Nonresident senior Fellow, Atlantic
Council and Col Viacheslav Semenenko, researcher from
the National Defense University “AIvan Cherniakhovskyi” in
Kiyv, Ukraine.

The Panel scrutinized the situation in Ukraine over the past
nine months giving an opportunity for the scientific,
diplomatic and military perspectives to be discussed. It
was underlined that this war is not about territory only but
about denying Ukrainian nationality also. The Ukrainian
perspective on the war is that Ukrainians are not going to
stop fighting until they liberate the country according to
the 1991 border status which is supported by 98% of the
population, it was said. It was also mentioned that there are
two options: whether to fight for freedom forever keeping
the war alive for decades or obtain weapons and finish it
quickly. This could matter not only for Ukraine but for
Europe as a whole including NATO, it was said. This war
shows all the vulnerabilities of the international community
and all accumulated problems we've been reluctant to deal
with so far. Ukrainians appreciate the immense support
that Ukraine is receiving from partners, NATO nations but
still this is not enough to protect civilians, infrastructure
and not enough to show the aggressor his right place, it
was added. Ukraine became an object of military
aggression by the Russian Federation, which is a
realization of the final phase of the hybrid aggression. This
aggression has been carried out nonstop since the
independence of Ukraine. Economic blackmail, gas wars,
the Budapest memorandum, internal destabilization, the
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Dr Mathew Rhodes, Regional Security Department,
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies

5th column and Russian citizens in the Ukrainian
government, the Russian church in Ukraine, the
distribution of pro-Russian content in the Ukrainian
information field, etc., all of these were the elements of
Russian "soft power" against Ukraine which created
favorable conditions for a final blow by the so-called 2nd
army of the world, it was also said.

The Ukrainian advantages are high motivation of soldiers
and officers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to protect the
homeland and defeat the enemy; better organized
management of troops (forces) using modern means of
control and communication (Elon Musk's Star Link); quality
advantage regarding certain types of Western-made
weapons and military equipment, especially high-precision
ones, and better organized logistics, which allows the
Armed Forces of Ukraine to provide combat operations at
the required level. It is important to know that the Armed
Forces of the Russian Federation still maintain a numerical
advantage in conducting combat operations, despite
significant losses in personnel and equipment, it was
underlined. The Panel finished with a Q&A session and a
short wrap-up by Dr Rhodes, the Panel Moderator.

The Second Panel, “Euro-Atlantic Response” started with
the remarks of the Panel moderator Dr Sandro Knezović,
Research Advisor, Institute for Development and
International Relations. He opened the Panel by delivering
an introduction and introducing the Panel speakers: Mr.
Kevin Marcus, Director for Strategy, Plans, and Programs,
U.S. Army Europe and Africa who attended online, Mr. Peter
Larson, Peace and Security Directorate, European
External Action Service and Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean,
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies.

It was mentioned that the EU is witnessing a reinforcement
of US military presence in Europe along with a further
integration to the NATO structure and planning and
decision making process. Also, there is one important
phenomenon taking place which is US's willingness to

The Second Conference Panel



share intelligence with the allies. Besides this, the
formation of battlegroups at the Baltic is contributing to
the new posture in Europe. It was also stressed that there is
a need for improvement of collective defense. The US
cannot afford to stay focused on one region in Europe
because there are other regions which are going to have a
role in determining the long-term development in the
European security landscape, it was added.

The European response to the conflict was also discussed
along with specific issues and also what is expected to be
important in the future. It was underlined that the EU was
initially a peace project and that 24th February 2022 was a
point that changed many things in the EU, especially in its
Common Security and Defense Policy and a turning point
in EU's analysis and understanding of security as such.
The Common Security and Defense Policy has never been
more relevant or needed than today, and for the first time
thus far the EU has started to provide direct military
support to the third state, it was added.
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The EU is putting a lot of efforts in close
cooperation with partners into further support of

Ukraine like military training, and in regards to
many humanitarian and demining missions which

cost more than 20 billion Euro.

On 24 February 2022 remarkable unity of the EU was
demonstrated, it was stressed. The historic speech of
Chancellor Sholz, called “Zeitenwende”, made a change in
German policy through the investment of 100 billion of
Euros into the German military.

There was a change in energy policy, meaning away from
Russia's diversification of resources, moving to green deal
solutions; a shift of German policy to nuclear power which
has become a part of the green deal; an attempt to turn the
western response into a global one which means that
Russia is not fighting against the western world but global
international governance which is based on international
law; an awareness about interdependence in the
contemporary security environment and a constant need
to support the power of law and fight back the law of
power, it was also underlined.

The Panel finished with a Q&A session and a short wrap-up
by Dr Knezović, the Panel Moderator.

The Third Panel titled “Implications for South East Europe:
Diplomacy and Defense” started with the remarks of the
Panel moderator, Dr. Anita Perešin, Associate Professor,
University of Zagreb. She opened the Panel by delivering
an introduction and then introduced the Panel speakers:
Prof. Dr. Haldun Yalçinkaya, Chair, Department of Political

The Fourth Panel, titled “Implications for South East
Europe: Economics, Information and Migration” started
with the remarks of the Panel moderator, Dr. Nikola Brzica,
Strategic Analyst. He opened it by delivering an
introduction and then introduced the Panel speakers: Dr.
Vanya Petrova, Senior Analyst, Center for the Study of
Democracy, Mr. Milan Jovanović, Senior Researcher,
Digital Forensics Center, Atlantic Council of Montenegro
and Dr. Sandra Cvikić, Scientific Research Associate,
Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar.

It was highlighted that the economic impact of Russian
influence has slowed down the economic growth, and
increased inflation, particularly in the cost of energy and
food, which has lowered the household budget in the
Western Balkans and SE Europe in general. This has
resulted in a brain drain and political instability. Putin's
declining image was also scrutinized in terms of illicit
financial outflows and inflows while Russian money buys all
political influence and how to address it. The way how to do
it was described in three ways: the AMLA rollout, “Shinning

Science and International Relations, TOBB Economics and
Technology University, Dr. Milan Krstić, Faculty of Political
Science, University of Belgrade and Dr. Gordan Akrap,
Assistant Professor, Hybrid Warfare Research Institute,
Zagreb.

During the Panel the complexity of Turkish foreign policy
was explained as well as the intention of Türkiye to prevent
the escalation of conflict in the Black Sea region which is
important for Europe as a whole. The Turkish position in
regards to Ukraine and the influence that Türkiye has in
Ukraine was also emphasized along with the important role
that Türkiye has in the area of grain export.

The Serbian pro-Russian sentiment and its influence on the
public was also discussed together with Serbian foreign
policy in relation to Russia and the European Union. It was
also stated that the Kosovo* issue represents an obstacle
for Serbian policy makers.

The Panel finished with a Q&A session and a short wrap-up
by Dr Perišin, the Panel Moderator.

VIP Guests
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lite of beneficial ownership” and “Investment screening
mechanism”. Democratization of information has been
amplified by social media, it was also added. Fact checking
tools are effective when it comes to conformation, political
and other biases. Sputnik Serbia and Russia Today are the
key dissemination hubs for the Western Balkans and SE
Europe in that regard. European bans of Russia Today have
changed the situation in Europe, but are not effective in
the region because of local media, portals, and tabloids
publishing the very same narratives as Sputnik, it was
further said. It was also explained that there is a parallel
between Russia-Ukraine and Serbia-Montenegro when it
comes to negligence and denial of identity and nationality.
Furthermore, it was mentioned that there is no mechanism
developed to prevent the misuse of platforms on social
media. Also, it was stated that a pro-European government
is crucial for the successful management of these
challenges.

After the Q&A session the Panel Moderator, Dr Rhodes,
concluded the Panel with a short summary of all the topics
covered.

The Fourth Conference Panel

The Closing Address was delivered by Mr. Timothy
Judah, the journalist of The Economist, who reported

from Odessa, Ukraine. He explained how much the
Ukrainian society has changed over the past nine

months. The Ukrainians have obviously used the time
from 2014 onwards to gain military skills and

experience, Mr. Judah stressed.

Timothy Judah, “The Economist”

The morale of Ukrainians is still extremely high, especially
after the Russian withdrawal from the Kherson area. The
initial morale has gradually converted to determination to
liberate the whole country and is visible by both civilians
and the military, Mr, Judah stated. In comparison to the
Russia-Ukraine war with the war in the Balkans in the 1990s
there is no opportunity for western journalists to report
from both sides as was the case in the Balkans, Mr Judah
also said.

The Conference Closing remarks were delivered by Dr
Mathew Rhodes and MG Slaven Zdilar, Deputy Director of
RACVIAC. It was mentioned that the war in Ukraine is not
about Ukraine only, but all of Europe, the West as a whole
and the world also. It was also stressed that unity of the
western community with regard to support of Ukraine has
been unrecorded to date and that the support of Ukraine
needs to be extended to the future because it is uncertain
that the war can finish soon.

The key values of Conferences like this one are better
understanding of the challenges and how to deal with
them in order to be more effective, it was also added.

Finally, it was pointed out that the countries
participating in the Conference are not observers only
but active subjects and initiators taking responsibility
and engaging with present and incoming challenges.

The Conference gathered more than 130 participants,
senior level national security policy makers and subject
matter experts from the ministries of foreign affairs,
ministries of interior, Ministry of Defence, Diplomatic
Corps , governmenta l and non -governmenta l
organizations, and members of the academic community
involved in addressing the contemporary security
challenges and policy development processes.

Closing remarks by MG Slaven Zdilar

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)
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Opening Remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

New Technologies in Civil Protection Robotic-

System Against Modern CBRN Threats

Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of

Croatia, Civil Protection Directorate co-organized

with RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation

the “New Technologies in Civil Protection –

Robotic System Against Modern CBRN Threats”

Workshop in Zagreb, Hotel Aristos on 23-25

November 2022.
The Workshop was organized as one of the

activities of the project Remotely Operated

Systems for CBRN Decontamination under Hot

Zone (ROSDEC) (acronym: rescEU-DECON-

Croatia), and financed by the European

Commission under the rescEU decontamination

Grant agreement for the establishment of CBRN

decontamination capabilities.

The objective of the Project was to develop, maintain and
ensure the availability of rescEU CBRN decontamination
capacities using UGV systems (ROSDEC) in all three*
reference scenarios; unintentional and intentional
disasters, and mass gatherings. The Workshop also aimed
to bring together doctrinal and strategic guidelines,
bilateral and multilateral cross-border cooperation
programs and EU and NATO funds that facilitate
mechanisms for research, development and equipping of
national civil protection, strengthening the Union Civil
Protection Mechanism in defence of CBRN threats.

Mr. Damir Trut, PhD, Director of the Civil Protection
Directorate, opened the Workshop by saying: “The recent
events in our country and the world such as earthquakes,
floods and fires caused by climate change, the fight against
the spread of the coronavirus, the war in Ukraine, but also
technical and technological threats with the emission of
chemical, radiological and biological (CBRN) hazardous

Director Bazo emphasized that RACVIAC connection
to CBRN related topics was not new: “We have been

organizing Chemical Weapons Convention
Workshops from the very beginning and Biological
Convention Workshops during the last two years.

Since most of our Members are also members of the
European Union Civil Protection Mechanism, we

happily joined this common enterprise and this time
around we offer something different compared to

the previous years.”

* Unmanned ground vehicle

ACTIVITIES

substances have become a part of everyday life in the 21st
century, and, unfortunately, are here to stay. Today's threats
are increasingly directed towards civilians among whom are
children as the most vulnerable group. As a country, as a
society and as a civil protection system we need to adapt to
new circumstances, reduce vulnerability and strengthen
national resilience.”

On behalf of RACVIAC MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC
Director, welcomed and expressed his gratitude to the
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He also referred to the objective of the Workshop and
stressed: “The main objective of this event is to provide a
platform for civil protection and other experts to share
information on the workshop topic, especially to enhance
joint operational capabilities of the European Union Civil
Protection Mechanism. We believe that this event will
facilitate the further development of your professional
network and by means of that, your ability to share
expertise, opinions and lessons learned. I wish you all a very
interesting and rewarding Workshop.”

The theoretical part started with the introduction of the EU
Civil Protection Mechanism and the rescEU projects of
Croatia, Germany and Spain.

Mr. Zvonko Orehovec, prof. opened Session 1 as a keynote
speaker with the presentation “Remote-Controlled
Systems as a First Response Means”. During this session
the following topics were presented and discussed:

• TušekLTC Dragutin : "Basics of CBRN Defense”

• Col Valentina Ključarić: “Modern CBRN Threats and
Hazards”

• Prof. Roberto Mugavero (OSDIFE): ”Components of
Special Measures of CBRN Defense”, “Consideration of
the Command in the Planning and Implementation of
CBRN Defense”

• Mr. Draško Muck, prof., Mr. Gordan Pešić: “Purpose,
Tasks and Functional Description of the Remote-
Controlled Vehicle for Operation in Extreme CBRN
Conditions”.

Theorethical part

Day 2 was dedicated to tactics of use and logistic support
of the remote-controlled RCV-CBRN vehicle (Mr. Orehovec,
prof.). The participants also had the opportunity to
familiarize themselves with EU and NATO Mechanisms for
co-financing research, development and equipping
projects (Mr. Gordan and experience was shared byPešić)
the Directorate of Civil Protection of Croatia regarding
remote-controlled systems (Mr. Luka Bukvić).

The practical part of the Workshop was held on Civil
Protection Logistic Center premises in Jastrebarsko. This
field technical demonstration of remotely controlled
systems included a simulation of a situation where the first
response team members' intervention was being
prevented (firefighting units and civil defence units) due to
extreme conditions (open fire, explosions, fragmentation,
building collapsing, high concentration of TIC and low
concentration of oxygen).

The scenario included the introduction of a remote
contro l led mult i -purpose vehic le , MVF-5 , and

Decontamination

Theorethical part

Director of the Civil Protection Directorate by saying: “It is
an honour to be your partner in this Workshop. I would also
like to express my thanks to DOK-ING Company for
organizing the main attraction of the Workshop, the field
demonstration.”

NEWSLETTER Issue 67
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demonstration of all of its practical capabilities: removal
and negotiation of obstacles, surveillance and supervision,
fire extinguishing and dispersion of the dangerous
substance cloud, and separation by removal of material
goods from the danger zone.

“Today we saw a demonstration of the ability of our
machines in extreme conditions to avoid human
casualties. It is important to emphasize that after this the
upgrading of machines will begin, which will be even better
adapted for decontamination and be multifunctional”, said
Mladen Vinković, commander of the State Civil Protection
Intervention Unit. He added that 6 more robots will be
acquired as a part of the project, which would expand their
ability to operate on a radius of about 1,000 km, and in this
way help could be provided to any country in Europe.

After the practical part RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo thanked the Civil Protection Directorate and Director
Trut and praised the demonstration. He emphasized that
the participants enjoyed themselves, that they were
actively engaged in different tasks, and that they were

Group Photo

The two-day Workshop with an included field
demonstration was intended for crisis management
managers, operational commanders at the tactical
level in crisis management and the civil sector to
plan, execute and support protection and rescue

operations in the face of threats or risks of nuclear,
radiological and chemical hazards using new

technologies to operate in extreme CBRN conditions.

The Workshop was attended by more than 50 participants
from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Norway, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and
Türkiye.

Practical Part

curious and constantly asking questions. Based on his
comments it can be concluded that the goal of the
Workshop, exchanging and sharing of knowledge and
expertise, was achieved.

ACTIVITIES
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The “international conference Resilience of

Critical Infrastructure” was conducted jointly by

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation,

ASIS International Chapter Croatia, KAS Office in

Croatia and journal Zaštita 1st 2ndon and

December in Hotel “Westin” in Zagreb2022 .

RACVIAC, 1-2 December 2022

The main aim of the event was to provide senior civilian
and military experts as well as private companies'
representatives with an understanding of the various
aspects of resilience at the EU and state strategic level and
the effects, thereafter, on the operational level through
increased awareness of the importance of enhanced
societal resilience. The Conference was the 7th event in a
series of similar events that RACVIAC has organized so far
in the field of Public - Private Partnership and it was
structured as a series of speeches and presentations
given by high-level speakers from International and
national organizations and ministries, followed by
discussions and expert consultations.

POSEBAN TEXT BOX: The Conference aim was to
bring together practitioners, creators of public

opinion, owners or managers of critical infrastructure
( )CI , representatives of private security companies,

researchers from Europe and the South East
European region.

Workshop Opening

Opening Speech by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

The was opened with a Welcome address byConference
Mr Zoran Bogadi, President of ASIS International – Chapter
Croatia, Mr Holger H. Haibach, Head of the KAS Office in
Croatia, Mr Dražen Štajduhar Ministry of Interior,from the
Republic of Croatia MG (ret) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIACand
Director.

Director Bazo stressed: “The modern world has become
highly dependent on certain sectors of crit ical
infrastructure, namely, the energy sector, communications,
road and transport systems, finance, the Internet and public
services and every disruption in functioning leads to
serious standstills and difficulties for individuals, society
and business entities but also the functioning of the state.”

“I take the presence of such a knowledgeable group of
experts s a sign of great importance of these topics and Ii
foresee a fruitful and enriching exchange of opinions and
good practices among all participants, which will further
strengthen regional cooperation in this field”, Director Bazo
concluded.

Panel One:

“Armed Conflicts, Hybrid Threats and Critical

Infrastructure Protection: Challenges,

Opportunities and Open Questions”

Speakers: Ms Olga Buslavets, Energy Expert and
Former Minister of Energy of Ukraine, Mr Gordan
Akrap from the Hybrid Warfare Research Institute,

Croatia, Mr Zvonko Orehovec from DOK–ING company,
Croatia, Mr Valentin Ene, Community of Interest

Coordinator from the Euro-Atlantic Resilience Center,
Romania and Mr Ivan Galović from the Ministry of

Defence, Croatia.
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Panel One Discussion

During the first panel c nthe hronicles of Russian uclear
t with special focus on the events inerrorism in Ukraine
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant Exclusion Zone and
Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant were presented in detail.
Furthermore, the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and its actions during the war in Ukraine was
introduced as well as proposals how to force Russia to
comply with the international conventions and the UN
Charter.

Since October 2022 the Ukrainian power station system
has endured massive Russian missile attacks on energy
infrastructure facilities which has led to 50% of energy
facilities being destroyed or severely damaged. After the
major attack in November all nuclear power plant units in
the country suspended their operations due to a critical
frequency drop in the power system. Most of the thermal
and hydroelectric power plants have suspended work due

to the damage inflicted to the system and the Ukrainian
Power System was completely disconnected from the
European Power System for several hours for the first time
in history. Twelve million subscribers or 85% of the total
number remained without electricity, and the vast majority
of them remained without water, heating, and a mobile
phone signal.

Despite the power supply companies' efforts, a power
deficit remains at the level of a third of their consumption
leaving some 7 million subscribers, or 50% of the total
number, without electricity for more than half a day every
24 hours.

Until recently hybrid warfare was considered by many to
be a peripheral, even arcane, type of warfare.

Notwithstanding, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the
ensuing hybrid attacks clearly illustrated that hybrid
warfare is now an integral and central part of interstate
conflict. It is obvious that critical infrastructure has
become a key target for hybrid warfare and in order to fight
that agility and resilience of the society and state should
be developed, internal and international multidisciplinary
cooperation should be integrated and information and
knowledge should be exchanged.

One of the solutions for safe use in critical infrastructure
protection during armed conflicts or hazards could be
unmanned ground systems which are very effective in the
war in Ukraine. They can be used in open fire and explosion
zones, CBRN contamination or other situations which
could potentially endanger manpower.

In connection, emerging and disruptive technologies,
already used in the new arms race, would shape the future
warfare. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Autonomous
Systems (AS) are the gamechangers for future warfare.

Panel Two:

“Cybersecurity and Critical Infrastructure

Protection”

Speakers: Mr Marko Sikirica from Tehnozavod Marušić,
Croatia, Mr Ivan Špoljarić from Diverto, Croatia, Mr

Ivan Juras from GDi, Croatia, Mr Nikola Mataga from
Radio Moto, Croatia, Ms Davorka Topolčić from INsig2,

Croatia and Mr Davor Delišimunović from Poslovna
sigurnost, Croatia.

During the second panel the main cyber risks and threats
against national critical infrastructure and the ways to
mitigate them were presented. As top threats network
segmentation, DDoS attacks, web application attacks,
malware attacks and command injection and parameters
manipulation were detected. In order to best protect
national critical infrastructure a good crisis management
structure should be in place, existing protection plans
should be regularly updated and the integrity of critical
infrastructure systems should be regularly re-examined.

To counter cyber attacks, especially major ones on critical
infrastructure such as Stuxnet (attack on the Iranian
nuclear program), the attack on the Ukrainian power grid in
2015 or the attack on pipeline Colonial one in 2021,
different solutions can be used:

• digitalisation (IT/IoT solutions): may help in overcoming
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challenges in the protection of critical infrastructure:
video surveillance, LPWAN, panic button, door
barricade, etc.;

• Supervisor: advanced, reliable and interactive wide
spectrum technical protection program solution which
enables centralized surveillance, processing and
management of system functions;

• Security operational center (SOC): can overview and
monitor complete IT infrastructure, detect and prevent
cyber attacks, actively respond to cyber attacks, do IT
investigations and support revision.

Panel Three:

“Public-Private Partnership in Strengthening

Resilience and Critical Infrastructure Protection”

Speakers: Mr Justin Bishop from Offline Solutions,
USA, Mr Damir Dobrina from Securitas Hrvatska,

Croatia, Mr Tonći Prodan from the University of Split,
Department for Forensic Sciences, Croatia, Mr Marko

Šukilović from G4S, Serbia and Mr Alexandros
Toumpelis from Meducation -  International Medical

Training Institute, Greece.

Public-Private Partnership is crucial for the protection of
critical infrastructure, especially the ways how private
companies coordinate their efforts in regards to public
administration. This coordination should not only be
properly strengthened, it should be consolidated at all
levels as well, both nationally and internationally.

In order to predict and mitigate disruption/destruction we
should know and reduce vulnerabilities, understand
threats and hazards, build redundancy and protect the
“crown jewels” (industrial control systems and high
value/irreplaceable assets), moreover, we should visualize
failure.

Panel Four:

“Strategic and Normative Approach to

Strengthening Resilience and protecting Critical

Infrastructure: Legal Framework and Suggestions

for Improvement”

Speakers: Mr Alessandro Lazari from University of
Salento, Italy, Ms Ivana Cesarec from the Ministry of
Interior, Croatia, Ms Amelia Tomalska from University

of Warsaw, Poland and Ms Antonija Vojnović from
company SPAN, Croatia.

In Panel Four detailed and comprehensive EU work as well
as some national perspectives on critical infrastructure
were presented. The fast changing threat landscape
makes it difficult to foresee, analyse and assess all the
possible threats as they have many unknown aspects
(threat vector, probability parameters) which hinder the
efforts to design protection measures, it was said.
Therefore, the approach to the protection of CI should shift
from being prevention-based to being resilience-based, it
was concluded.

The term resilience can be understood as “the ability of an
infrastructure to prepare to cope with changing conditions
and adapt to them, and to resist and recover rapidly from
disruption, including deliberate attacks, accidents or
natural events” and it combines a bottom-up and a top-
down approach integrated at the national and
international level.

Consequently, through the proposal of a new EU Directive
on the Resilience of Critical Facilities (CER Directive-
COM/2020/829 final), European Commission sets
minimum standards for an all-hazards EU-framework that
supports Member States in their national efforts to ensure
that critical entities are able to prevent, resist, absorb and
recover from disruptive incidents, no matter if they are

Ms Ivana Cesarec, Ministry of Interior, Croatia

Mr Godfried Hendriks, ASIS International, the Netherlands
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During the last panel of the Conference different solutions
for a comprehensive approach to protection of critical
infrastructure were presented, such as established
standards and guidelines for security professionals as well
as a widespread network of connected security
professionals, specialized systems for detecting
suspicious behaviors and application of modern
technological equipment.

Nevertheless, some challenges from the private
companies' perspective were detected:

• insufficient level of resilience of businesses;

• inconsistent resilience across Member States and
sectors;

• insufficient common understanding of the main threats
and challenges among Member States and lack of a joint
crisis response;

• for large systems such as an industrial facility with
multiple protection systems, management can be
complex, etc.

The Workshop was concluded with a Closing ceremony
and Closing remarks delivered by Mr Zoran Bogadi,
President of ASIS International – Chapter Croatia MGand
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director.

“We saw some great presentations, heard new ideas, saw
best practice and security technology available to help us
to strengthen protection of critical infrastructure. We got an
idea about the new emerging threats, but also new
opportunities. It is up to security professionals to follow
technology advance, to integrate protection systems and to
continuously develop their knowledge”, Mr Bogadi
concluded.

G iven the increas ing in terconnect ion among
infrastructures, networks and operators delivering
essential services, it is necessary to fundamentally switch
the current approach from protect ing crit ical
infrastructure (specific assets) towards reinforcing the
resilience of the critical entities that operate them and
thus reinforce the resilience of a whole society.

For the SEE region it is also of utmost importance
to strengthen itsand adapt critical infrastructure
protection laws as well to enhance institutional
capacities in order to be able to enforce those

laws in line with the EUnew proposed legal
framework.

The event gathered 113 national mid-level representatives
from ministries of defence and internal affairs as well as
o t h e r re l e v a n t n a t i o n a l p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e
institutions/companies from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Greece, Germany, Italy, Montenegro, North
Macedonia, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Ukraine
and the USA.

Mr Zoran Bogadi, ASIS International Chapter Croatia, Head

Panel Five:

“A Comprehensive Approach to the Protection of

Critical Infrastructure”

Speakers: Mr Godfried Hendriks from ASIS
International, the Netherlands, Ms Renata Dončević
from Alarm automatika, Croatia, Mr Slavko Vidović

from InfoDom, Croatia and Mr Triantafyllos N.
Giovanekos from TEMES SA, Greece.

Panel Four Discussion

caused by natural hazards, accidents, terrorism, insider
threats, or public health emergencies. Apart from the
extension of the scope to ten sectors, the new Directive
comes with a shift in focus, switching from protection to
resilience.
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