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Working meeting at

the University of Split, HR

On 2 July 2022 RACVIAC delegation, consisting of MG Slaven
Zdilar, RACVIAC Deputy Director and LTC Nikola Suhić, Activity
Manager, SSG Pillar, attended a working meeting at the
University of Split, HR. They visited the Department of Forensic
Sciences in order to further develop cooperation in support of
the planned project „Development of Guidelines for advanced
Application of Forensic Sciences in Society“ which RACVIAC is
developing together with the co-organizers.

RACVIAC working group was hosted by Damir Piplica, PhD, Head
of the University Department of Forensic Sciences, and his
associates.

RACVIAC, with almost 22 years of experience as the centre for
training, education and capacity building, is continuing its work
on developing four new projects during the next 3-5 years. One
of those projects will be developed and implemented in
cooperation with the Split University.

During the upcoming months RACVIAC will continue to have
meetings with designated partners to clarify the structure of the
projects in more detail.

Group Photo
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LTC Amar Ouali and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

French Defence Attaché
to the Republic of Croatia
visited RACVIAC
It was a great pleasure to receive the inaugural visit of the
French Defence Attaché to the Republic of Croatia, LTC
Amar Ouali, on 9th September 2022 in RACVIAC. His host
was RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo.

The work of RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation
and its Programme 2022 were presented to him and ideas
for future cooperation were exchanged.

33 Meeting of the Permanent Working Group ofrd

the Sub-regional Consultative Commission of the
Agreement on Sub-regional Arms Control

Group Photo

RACVIAC has been organizing Dayton Article IV Courses
since 2001 and this activity is one of its long-lasting
courses. In order to be informed about the latest
developments as well as to timely organize and prepare
the Course, RACVIAC representatives attended both the
meetings of the permanent working group of the Sub

regional consultative commission as well as the annual
meetings of the Sub regional Consultative Commission.
This time around the Meeting of the Permament Working
Group was held on 20-21 September in Bečići, Budva, ME
and MG Slaven Zdilar, RACVIAC Deputy Director took part
in the Meeting on behalf of RACVIAC.
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RACVIAC delegation and their hosts

RACVIAC Representative, LTC Arta Driza, Planning &
Liaison Officer for SEE, attended the 47. SEDM
Coordination Committee (CC) and the 48. Political-Military
Steering Committee (PMSC) meetings which took place in
Sofia, Bulgaria on 20 September 2022.

The meetings were attended by representatives of 13
SEDM member and observer countries, the Commander of
the SEEBRIG Multinational Brigade as well as by
representatives of RACVIAC and UNDP/SEESAC. The
representatives of the Ukrainian Ministry of Defence and
NATO Building integrity participated in the meetings
online.

SEDM as an initiative for cooperation and dialogue on
security issues in the region continues with its
commitment to strengthening cooperation between the
countries of South East Europe in the defence area, in
order to support the Euro-Atlantic integration of SEE
countries.

Since SEDM and RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation share similar objectives and interests when it
comes to security and stability of SEE and beyond, it is very
important to coordinate RACVIAC efforts with these

countries' achievements, and further strengthen RACVIAC
role as the leading platform for regional cooperation and
networking.

RACVIAC Members and some of its Associate partners are
also members of SEDM. Therefore, RACVIAC participation
plays an important role in planning and designing of our
activities in cooperation with regional and International
organizations and initiatives, and in line with the most
emergent challenges that the SEE region is facing today
that have been identified and confirmed by all member
states of the SEDM process.

During the working sessions the attendees discussed the
progress achieved so far and the way ahead. The SEDM
Secretariat and COMSEEBRIG presented an update on the
activities and results achieved since the last CC/PMSC
meeting in March 2022.

RACVIAC representative

attended SEDM Meetings

in Sofia, Bulgaria

On 29 September 2022 German Defence Attaché, LTC
Guido Altendorf, and RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo signed a financial agreement between the Federal
Republic of Germany and RACVIAC for the activity
“Conference on the Implementation of UN SC Resolution
on 1373 Mechanism in the Western Balkans – Case
Studies” which w held at RACVIAC premises on 4as
October 2022.

German Defence Attaché and
RACVIAC Director signed
Financial Agreement

LTC Guido Altendorf and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
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RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and the
University Department of Forensic Sciences of the
University of Split are convinced that their activities are
complementary and, therefore, have decided to
strengthen their co-operation by entering into a MOU.

On the part of RACVIAC the MoU was signed by Director, MG
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo, on the part of University Department of
Forensic Sciences the MoU was signed by Mr Damir Piplica,
Associate Professor, PhD, Head of the University
Department of Forensic Sciences, and on the part of
University of Split by the dean, Professor Dragan Ljutić,
PhD.

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation and the
Department of Forensics of the University of Split are
developing a five-year project titled “Improving security
management through the implementation of forensic
sciences in state institutions and agencies”.

The purpose and goals of the project will be realized
through five activities for the duration of the project. In that
respect the topics to be covered will cover aspects of

RACVIAC and University of

Split signed a Memorandum

of Understanding
forensics including firefighting, money laundering, and
artificial intelligence. The purpose of these activities is to
improve the forensic capabilities of member countries with
the aim of developing a common platform for forensic
cooperation.

In addition to the abovementioned RACVIAC will become a
teaching base of the University of Split and student practice
will be a valuable contribution to the joint project.

The main objectives of the Conference are to exchange
national results on terrorism financing threats, to
exchange views on national legal grounds on the
implementation of the 1373 mechanism with special
emphasis on addressing the third countries' foreign asset-
freezing requests, and to educate and train governmental

agencies personnel in the practical application of the 1373
mechanism. It attended by more than 30 participantswas
from governmental agencies, national police, state
attorney/prosecutor's office, security agencies, and other
relevant agencies in the field of law enforcement.

Signing of Memorandum of Understanding

RACVIAC and University Representatives
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In 2022 RACVIAC and IAEA are continuing their
cooperation on a new series of three regional workshops
on NSDA, the first of which was a regional workshop on
threat assessment and a risk informed approach for
nuclear and other radioactive material out of regulatory
control (MORC) that was organized on 4-8 July in RACVIAC.

Regional Workshop on a Risk Informed App

Material out of Regulatory Control
RACVIAC, 4 - 8 July 2022, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and

IAEA- International Atomic Energy Agency

started their cooperation in 2016 and until

2019 co-organized a series of regional

workshops on nuclear security detection

architecture (NSDA). The aim of the workshops

was to promote nuclear security detection

architecture principles and concepts to raise

awareness and provide partner nations with

the knowledge and tools to develop,

implement, and sustain indigenous national

level detection capabilities.

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director

The purpose of this event was to present IAEA's threat and
risk assessment methodology, and the use of a risk
informed approach in the planning and design of nuclear
security measures. The specific objective was to
familiarize participants with the following topics:

• The risk informed approach process

• Key risk concepts and terminology

• Development of nuclear security event scenarios

• The application of the risk-informed approach to inform
the planning and design of nuclear security systems

The Workshop was conducted with the contribution of
lecturers from IAEA and gathered participants from
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Serbia, Türkiye and Kosovo*.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

MG (ret.) Bazo, RACVIAC Director, opened the
workshop and extended his deepest gratitude to the
IAEA for their support during the preparatory phase
and their readiness and expertise in the compilation

of the program.

Mr Maxandre Pauron, Associate Nuclear Security Officer,
IAEA Division of Nuclear Security, first thanked RACVIAC for
organizing this Workshop after which he pointed out: “We
are very pleased to have among the participants today a
wide range of profiles: radiation protection, nuclear safety

Opening Remarks
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roach for Nuclear and Other Radioactive

and security authorities, the military, intelligence
agencies, customs, public health agencies, intervention
agencies, etc. You should know that each of you is
essential and necessary for the nuclear security of your
country.”

The Workshop was a combination of lectures and table top
exercises. Session one was dedicated to Overview of the
IAEA and the “Risk Informed Approach for Nuclear and
other Radioactive Material out of Regulatory Control”. IAEA
Associate Nuclear Security Officer, Mr MaxandrePauron,
opened the session with a short introduction and the
presentation of Objectives and Overview. He was followed
by Mr Mirza Mohamed (Associate Nuclear Security Officer)
who provided insights into the preparations for the review
conference.

Session two was dedicated to ''Introduction to a Risk
Informed Approach to Nuclear Security'' of the IAEA.

The Workshop was evaluated as very successfully,
achieving all of its objectives. The well-prepared

speakers as well as the activity of the participants
during the table top exercise contributed to its

excellent outcome. Added value was provided by the
fact that a wide range of experts in the field were

present enabling the participants to learn about the
different aspects of the IAEA.

According to the questionnaire, some topics were
suggested for a future workshop, such as: cyber security
aspect of nuclear security, early detection and prevention
protocols. The next event will take place in May 2023.

Mr Maxandre Pauron, IAEA

In the afternoon the participants were split up into groups
and they had an opportunity to apply the newly acquired
knowledge in a possible scenarios exercise that was led by
Mr Maxandre Pauron (Associate Nuclear Security Officer).

As on the previous day the afternoon was dedicated again
to syndicate work, and to an active learning session that
was related to identifying alternative measures.

After 4 working days, the last day was dedicated to group
presentations where the participants had the opportunity
to present their syndicate work together. The Workshop
was finalized with a closing Ceremony including the
evaluation, the handing over of certificates and, finally, the
Closing remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director of
RACVIAC and Mr Maxandre Pauron, IAEA.

Participants

Group Photo



From 5 to 16 September 2022 RACVIAC -

Centre for Security Cooperation together with the

Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations

(NCGM) and the Personnel Department of the

General Staff of the Armed Forces of the

Republic of Croatia co-organized the “Gender

Training of the Trainers Course (GToT)”.

RACVIAC, 5-16 September 2022, CroatiaRakitje,
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GenderTrainingof theTrainersCourse

The importance of the gender aspect in military
operations had prompted NATO, as well as other national
and multinational defence organisations to address,
regulate and implement the integration of the gender
perspective, both on the duty level and on the level of
participation in Peace Support Operations (PSO).
According to the Review of the Practical Implications of
UNSCR 1325 for the Conduct of NATO-led Operations and
Missions (2013) a very important recommendation to
NATO and all current and future operational partner
nations is to "train trainers on UNSCR 1325 and gender
mainstreaming, with the objective of supporting on-the-
job training”.

This two-week Course prepares instructors and trainers to
successfully plan, conduct and evaluate education,
training and exercises on how to integrate the gender
perspective within their own respective functional area.

This year the Course continued to grow in terms of
the regionally-owned aspect: the Course Director
was COL Fahir Žilić, BA, and most of the syndicate
leaders and instructors came from the SEE region:

LTC Goran Boroš, HR, LTC Antoniela Stankovska
Budimir, MK and CPT Tanja Katnić, ME.

Course Opening, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

Additionally, the Course provides participants with the
knowledge of frameworks and guidelines in regulating
gender in military operations as well as skills and
competencies required to effectively plan, conduct and
evaluate the training of security sector personnel in both
national and international context. The GToT curriculum
was built based on the NCGM template certified by NATO
with some improvements and adjustments made in
accordance with the lessons learned from previous similar
training events held from 2014 onwards.

Course Opening

Provisions of corresponding expertise and overall
organization were respectfully divided between RACVIAC,
the Personnel Department of the General Staff of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia, with NCGM's
support that was the main Course facilitator. All parties
were at a certain point included in the Course preparation
and organization, as well as the development of the Course
Agenda and experts' engagement.
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The GToT Course was a 10-day training event
designed as a combination of lectures, corresponding
individual and syndicate work, followed by a practical
exercise and the final exam. Prior to their arrival the
students were obliged to complete the NATO "ADL

169" online Course, "Improving Operational
Effectiveness by Integrating the Gender Perspective".

Hence, they arrived with a common level of
knowledge about the subject matter.

Welcome Address by NCGM Mentor, MAJ Matz Palm

Participants

The joint work started on 5th September with the Course
Opening ceremony during which a Welcome address was
given by RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo. “This
event is a continuation of a series of annual activities
launched in 2013, aimed at promotion of gender equality

The Course directing staff and instructors' preparations
were organized prior to the beginning of the Course. Thus,
all partner organizations were constantly engaged in the
preparations of the event in line with the previously agreed
and established main objectives.

During the Course the web platform It's Learning was used,
giving the students an opportunity to access all reference
materials when needed, contact the syndicate leaders or
instructors and upload their assignments or the
assignments of their syndicates.

Each day started with short common reflections targeted to
point out the accomplishments of the previous day and what
lies ahead.

From the very beginning the students were encouraged to
be open and actively contribute to joint work primarily as
members of a designated group - a syndicate.

Participants
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policies and equal opportunities in the security sector. This
being the 8th Course organised by RACVIAC so far certainly
shows RACVIAC relevance as a regional hub for gender
mainstreaming in the South East European region. RACVIAC
is very proud of its contribution to the gender instructors'
pool in the South East European region and beyond”, MG
Bazo stressed.

During the Course Opening participants were also greeted
by MAJ Matz Palm from Nordic Centre for Gender in Military
Operations (NCGM), COL Boženko Đevoić from Croatian
Ministry of Defence and Course director COL Fahir Žilić.
After the Course Opening the academic part of the Course
started with the introduction of gender-related terms and
definitions and the basics of training assessment tools,
instructional strategies and techniques. The first Course day
ended with the Team building event which was designed to
support the Course objectives and had the primary purpose

Practical Outdoor Exercise

Practical Outdoor Exercise

The final day of week one ended with a special teaching
method “Project Work Day”. The aim of “Project Work Day”
is to plan education, training or an exercise that integrates
a gender perspective. Instead of having lectures on how to
plan and execute a training, students were working on

Participants

of facilitating the students' informal introduction, initial
syndicate bonding and creation of the positive competitive
spirit among the syndicates.

The second day of the Course was dedicated to the
familiarization with the main provisions of the NATO Bi-SC
Directive 40-1(2017) and how to identify the gender
perspective as a tool in the Commander's operational tool
kit. Additionally, students learned how to apply the gender
perspective at the strategic, operational and tactical level in
military tasks.

Day three of the Course was dedicated to international
humanitarian law, human rights framework and United
Nations Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace and
Security . A conflict-related sexualand related Resolutions
violence topic was also introduced and as a part of this topic
a movie, “Greatest Silence”, was presented to the students,
followed by a discussion.

The fourth day started with syndicate work on extraction
and discussion about UNSCR 1325 and related Resolutions.
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In total 37 participants, military officers and NCOs as well
as civilian equivalents from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, the Netherlands, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Türkiye and United
Kingdom, including Subject Matter Experts and instructors
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, North Macedonia,
Montenegro, Sweden and RACVIAC staff, took part in the
Course.

Out of this number 23 were Course students while the rest
were involved in the Course execution as academic,
lecturers, administrative or support personnel. The
engagement of a mentor from NCGM and participants from
Georgia, the Netherlands and United Kingdom gave a
positive impetus to the whole event thus additionally
expanding the Course's reach beyond SEE.

This Course is the longest and one of the most
demanding RACVIAC activities in terms of the

instructing staff involved and the level of applied IT
support and it is an excellent example of the level of
cooperation and synergy achieved among the three

main organizational partners in utilizing mutual
resources and support.

RACVIAC will continue to maintain an international
environment and involvement of the key partner
organizations as well.(NCGM, CAF GS) in the future

Closing Ceremony

project - planning education, training or exercises for
different training audiences at different levels from the
tactical to the operational and strategic level.

The second week of the Course was dedicated to essential
required teaching skills like conducting the learning
assessment, making a good presentation, integrating
gender into already existing education and training and
handling resistance in training situations. Additionally,
students worked in syndicates on extraction of the main
provisions of national Action plans or MoD-related policy
regarding UNSC Resolution on Women, Peace and
Security.

The key event was the practical outdoor exercise on how
to use role-playing in gender integrated training, which
was held during day six. This type of exercise facilitates an
active understanding of information and gives participants
the opportunity to apply new skills and abilities. The
simulation serves as a rehearsal on how to conduct future
activities.

On day eight the schedule included the time dedicated for
the final exam preparations that were supported by the
syndicate leaders and instructors. Participants worked in
pairs on exam preparation. This was the pinnacle of the
Course efforts on the students' part after which the final
exam and graduation day came.

The official part of the Course was concluded with a
Closing Ceremony attended by RACVIAC Director MG (ret.)

Certificate Distribution

Jeronim Bazo, NCGM Mentor, MAJ Matz Palm, Course
Director, COL Fahir Žilić, RACVIAC SSG Programme
Manager, COL Dimitrios Biris as well as all syndicate
leaders and additional exam evaluators.
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Interview with
MAJ Matz Palm,
Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations

From 5 to 16 September 2022 RACVIAC - Centre for

Security Cooperation together with the Nordic Centre

for Gender in Military Operations (NCGM) and the

Personnel Department of the General Staff of the

Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia co-organized

the “Gender Training of the Trainers Course (GToT)”.

This Course enabled instructors and trainers to
successfully integrate a gender perspective within their
own functional areas. It also provided them with
knowledge of the guidelines governing the gender
perspective in military operations as well as the skills and
competencies needed to effectively plan, conduct and
evaluate security sector personnel training in a national
and international context.

What is NCGM and what is its main area of interest?

NCGM is an international expert center for gender issues in
military operations and the implementation of the UN
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) on Women, Peace and
Security 1325 (so-called Women Peace and Security- WPS
agenda). It was established in 2012 as a result of increased
efforst by the Nordic countries in the implementation of
UNSCR 1325 and related resolutions in the context of
military operations. In 2013, NATO appointed the NCGM as
the governing body for the development of overall
education and training on the gender perspective in
military operations. Seven countries are involved in its
work: Sweden, Norway, Finland, Iceland and the
Netherlands and Canada as newer members. It is primarily
and educational center and organizes numerous NATO-
accredited courses and trainings.

This year NCGM is celebrating 10 years of successful

work, what was achieved during that period?

During 2022 we celebrated our 10. anniversary with
various activities and events. The most important thing we
have achieved during our 10 years of existence is
institutional change, which was achieved by implementing a

gender structure within NATO and partner countries. We are
working on creating policies in the area of sexual and
gender-based violence committed during conflicts and
have published several publications. We are currently in the
final stages of the Analysis of Gender in Military Operations,
which has been adapted to NATO's needs. Over the years, by
conducting numerous courses and trainings in different
locations, we have created a large number of instructors
with knowledge and skills in the field of gender perspective
in military operations.

We took the opportunity to speak with the representative
of the Nordic Center for Gender Mainstreaming in Military
Operations (NCGM), Major Matz Palm, and asked him,
among other things, why the gender perspective is so
important in military operations and how satisfied he is
with the coooperation with RACVIAC after all these years.

MAJ Matz Palm, NCGM Mentor
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What is the significance of gender issues in military

operations and why is the gender perspective

important?

The concept of gender refers to socially constructed
characteristics of both men and women (as well as girls and
boys) and relationships, norms and expectations by groups
of men and women, but also among themselves. Having a
gender perspective means being aware of these
d i f ferences , observ ing them, ana lyz ing them,
understanding them and taking into account the limitations
and possibilties of all the various social roles that
individuals have in different cultures and societies. Then
adjusting your actions in accordance with these findings.
We teach a gender perspective because we believe it leads
to peace, stability and security in the long run. In my
opinion, the best way to teach is by giving examples of best
practices and strategies for including a gender perspective
at all levels of planning and actions. We can see the
importance of the gender perspective in military
operations on the example of data collection. If we only get
information from the male population, we will only be able
to get half of the available information. By including women
and children, we get a broader and more complete picture
of the situtation.

How is the gender perspective implemented at the

strategic, operational and tactical level?

The gender perspective is implemented at the strategic
level through the creation of policies and directives that are
then used at the operational and tactical levels. Curretnly,

the best NATO strategic directive is NATO Bi-Strategic
Command Directive 40-1, which refers to the integration of
a gender perspective in military operations. At the
operational level, it deals with general provisions and
responses to crisis situations in the area of operation. The
tactical level refers to the daily work and procedures we use
in tasks, where policies and directives are transformed into
action in concrete situations on the ground. At the tactical
level, for example, we think about how to organize an
inspection of vehicles and people, at the point where we
meet women, boys and girls. It is not appropriate for a man
to examine women, so we need to have female examination
staff as well. It is necessary to ensure that the examination is
done in privacy so as not to cause inconvenience to the
person being examined. There is also the possibility of men
being disguised as women and vice versa. There are many
different situations in which it is necessary to think about
the gender perspective during the execution of daily tasks
in military operations.

How would you describe cooperation with RACVIAC?

Cooperation with RACVIAC has been in place since 2014.
During the first couple of years we came to RACVIAC with a
complete training team. Over the years a lot of knowledghe
has been transferred and the number of instructors who
have completed a course in this area has increased. So, now
only I come from NCGM, as a mentor with a NATO
certificatem and I send a report to NATO. I have been here
for the sixth year in a row and I am very satisifed with our
cooperation.

Course Opening
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RACVIAC, 20-21 September 2022, Rakitje, Croatia

RACVIAC-US DOE Regional Nuclear
Security Cooperation Initiative
From 20 to 21 September 2022 RACVIAC C-

WMD Network organized the first kick-off event

of the new 5-year initiative to enhance regional

cooperation on the security of nuclear material

and facilities in South East Europe. The purpose

of this initiative is to enhance regional

cooperation on the security of nuclear material

and facilities in South East Europe through a

series of workshops, conferences, exercises,

and roundtables that will focus on the

development of a range of specific outcomes.

The event started on 20 September 2022 with Opening
remarks given by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC
Director, and Ms Patricia O'Brien, Senior advisor at NNSA,

United States Department of Energy.

During his Opening speech MG Bazo underlined: „It is
essential that we build on a proper understanding of the
exiting national policies and operational context of
regional nuclear security. As such, it is of utmost
importance that participants are able to speak
comfortably about the policy making process, the possible
limitations and, especially, when it comes to forms of

regional cooperation, the obstacles or barriers to
partnership.''

Ms O'Brien, on the other side, emphasized that the work we
start here in RACVIAC might be something that can be
replicated in other regions in the world as well, having in
mind cooperation in the field of nuclear security.

After the Opening remarks, Ms O'Brien continued with her
introductory presentation about her Office and its line of
work at the US DOE. The Office for International Nuclear
Security partners with more than 50 countries in the world
with the aim of building capacity and reducing risks,
including both bilateral and multilateral partnerships. The
Office deals with nine nuclear security functional areas
such as: National Level Infrastructure, Performance
Evaluation, Physical Protection, Transport Security, Cyber
Security, Insider Threat Mitigation, Nuclear Material
Accounting and Control, and Response and Sabotage
Mitigation.

Ms Patricia O’Brien, US DOE

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo and Ms Patricia O’Brien, US DOE

NEWSLETTER Issue 66
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Participants

Under this new initiative RACVIAC, US DOE and
participants that attend the events will try to

address all of the mentioned areas, as well as focus
in more detail on some of them. In that regard,

RACVIAC is organizing a round table discussion in
January 2023 dedicated to cyber and nuclear

security where designated participants can engage
in more focused discussion on cyber security.

The next speaker was Mr Andrew Dolan, a US DOE
consultant whose presentation emphasized the
importance of regional cooperation in general and
especially in the area of nuclear security, leaving the
audience with one important conclusion, ''your security is
my security'', meaning that nuclear security knows no
borders and nations, and that the effects might be seen
outside of the SEE region itself.

Mr Lawrence Giusti, with whom RACVIAC has been
cooperating since the establishment of the C-WMD
Network, gave an overview of the development of national
strategies and action plans based on his own experience
while working within the Proliferation Security Initiative.

The last presentation of the day was given by Mr Boris Ilijaš,

Croatia presented the national approach to nuclear
security as well as hazard assessment and

methodology in case of a nuclear security threat.
The presentations were given by Ms Renata Laknar,
Head of Inspection and Ms Stela Popović, Head of

Department for Radiological and Nuclear Emergency
from the Ministry of Interior.

Speaking from the industrial and management point of
view Mr Saša Medaković, Board Member of Krško Nuclear
Power Plant, presented the structure and work of the
Nuclear Power Plant Krško as well as security measures
that are in place in the power plant. In his presentation the
participants gained an insight in the daily work of one
nuclear power plant, unique in the world as it is run by both
Republic of Croatia and Republic of Slovenia.

In the last presentation, given by Dr Zoltan Bacs, Professor
at the Ludovika University of Public Service, the floor was
opened for discussion on the topics presented during the
two days as well as challenging the participants to think
about possible ways of cooperation in the future.

retired Croatian NBC defense officer. The presentation
gave a basic overview of nuclear weapons, nuclear
facilities as well as means of cooperation in South East
Europe in case of nuclear emergency, bearing in mind
especially the recent war in Ukraine.

At the end of the first day the floor was given to national
representatives for comments and endorsement of this
multiyear initiative. All representatives showed their
support and willingness to be a part of this initiative in the
future.

During the second day of the activity Mr Stevko Stefanoski,
Project leader for the Risk Atlas project from North
Macedonia, introduced the audience to a very successful
project developed under the C-WMD Network, which
showed one practical example of regional cooperation in
nuclear security as well as countering proliferation of
WMDs.

Participants

Participants
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It can be concluded that the activity accomplished
all of the projected aims and objectives, especially
having in mind the endorsement from participants

regarding this new initiative. RACVIAC, together with
US DOE, is looking forward to the next steps in

developing national nuclear strategies as well as
fostering regional cooperation in the nuclear

security domain.

The activity gathered more than 40 participants and
lecturers from 13 countries.

Croatia presented the national approach to nuclear
security as well as hazard assessment and

methodology in case of a nuclear security threat.
The presentations were given by Ms Renata Laknar,
Head of Inspection and Ms Stela Popović, Head of

Department for Radiological and Nuclear Emergency
from the Ministry of Interior.

Speaking from the industrial and management point of
view Mr Saša Medaković, Board Member of Krško Nuclear

Power Plant, presented the structure and work of the
Nuclear Power Plant Krško as well as security measures
that are in place in the power plant. In his presentation the
participants gained an insight in the daily work of one
nuclear power plant, unique in the world as it is run by both
Republic of Croatia and Republic of Slovenia.

In the last presentation, given by Dr Zoltan Bacs, Professor
at the Ludovika University of Public Service, the floor was
opened for discussion on the topics presented during the
two days as well as challenging the participants to think
about possible ways of cooperation in the future.

Closing Remarks

Group photo
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C-WMD Phase 2 Projects
RACVIAC - Split, 26 30 September 2022, Croatia

In the period from 26 to 30 September 2022 the

annual RACVIAC plenary conference was

organized by the C-WMD Network in Split,

Republic of Croatia. The event was organized

with the support of US European Command (US

EUCOM) and Defense Threat Reduction Agency

(DTRA).

The objective of this three-day conference was to focus on
facilitated discussion and case study tutorial on four C-
WMD projects, namely: Regional C-WMD Risk Atlas, Dual
Use and Emerging Technologies Outreach initiative, Trend
Analysis Conference and Synthetic Biology Security
project.

The event started on 27 September with Opening remarks
given by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director, LtCol
Ryan Quinn from DTRA, LTC Chris Kuszniaj from US EUCOM
and Commodore Damir Dojkić, Deputy Commander of
Croatian Navy who greeted the audience and wished them
a warm welcome to the city of Split.

During his Opening speech MG Bazo thanked US EUCOM
and DTRA for being reliable and trustworthy partners to
RACVIAC since 2015, and he also thanked the participants

for: „ ... showing, through these projects, that regional
cooperation is not just possible but that it can also be
inspiring for others outside of our region.''

A f ter Director Bazo the US EUCOM and DTRA
representative greeted the audience and thanked
RACVIAC for organizing this event as they see RACVIAC as
a unique platform to address security issues in the region.
LtCol Quinn emphasized that they are here for the long
haul, but ''… the security of the region lays in your hands,
and we will stand alongside you in this endeavor'', he
emphasized.

The first session on the first day was dedicated to the
country progress report and the project roadmaps. Bosnia
and Herzegovina gave a roadmap template pointing out
that the aim of this project is Intra-Regional review and
discussion on C-WMD threats and challenges on an annual
basis for exchange of knowledge and good practices
within the SEE C-WMD Network. They offered to host CoE
for an annual trends assessment and in the C-WMD domain,
for further intra-regional strengthening of confidence and
cooperation. The first event under this project would take
place in 2023 in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Croatia presented the roadmap on behalf of the Dual-Use
project outreach initiative, where it presented the recent
developments within the project. One of the key features
was the key project deliverables, divided into three

Opening Remarks by MG(ret.) Jeronim Bazo

Josip Mandić, CWMD Network Leader

ACTIVITIES
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models: Module 1: The development of a number of short
(1-2 day) specialized courses on the specific dual-use
topics; Module 2: Organization of a rolling in-country
'familiarization' program and Module 3: Exercising of any
newly developed capabilities – both at the regional and the
national level using a variety of simulated TTX formats. The
modules are to be conducted in 2023-2025.

North Macedonia presented the Risk Atlas Project
roadmap and the recent developments. It was presented
that currently under this project an analysis of Countries'
Reports is being prepared upon which the project will
enter into the next phase where theoretical input will be
converted into technical use.

At the end, Romania presented the Synth Bio project
roadmap where they stated the main steps in moving
forward with the project: Development of a national
biosecurity framework; consolidating the national WMD
non-proliferation network; development of a regional
early-warning mechanism in order to detect and deter any
misuses of the technology involved in research and
development of synthetic biology - especially in
connection with WMD proliferation and increase of
awareness of the government representatives,
universities, research institutes and companies.

The next three days offered a mix of lectures and table top
exercises.

There was the opportunity to listen to, among others,
Mr Spas Stoyanov from Interpol, Mr Mislav Malenica
from the Croatian Artificial Intelligence Association,
Mr Valentin Ene from the Euro-Atlantic Resilience
Centre in Romania and Mr Tonći Prodan from the

University of Split.

They all provided, within their own scope of work, valuable
information and expertise, and, specifically, food for
thought for the participants in the future development of
regional projects.

The activity gathered more than 50 participants and
lecturers from 14 countries.

The Conference was perceived as a very successful
event, where concrete next steps for future regional
cooperation in the C-WMD domain were made. This

event gathered all relevant partners in charge of the
established projects and gave the opportunity to

discuss, brain storm and develop future actions and
steps needed for project execution.

We were happy that the event attracted Croatian National
Television that reported on this event and our mutual
endeavor in contributing to regional cooperation in the
area of countering weapons of mass destruction. RACVIAC
will continue to assist countries in the region in the work
that lays ahead, primarily via monthly VTC meetings with
project leaders as well as with short, small size, in-person
meetings aimed at preparing the four Phase 2 projects for
regional expansion.

PhD, Tonći Prodan

Participants

Participants
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Mr Christopher Dolan joined RACVIAC – Centre for Security
Cooperation on June 15, 2022 as an intern in C-WMD Pillar.

He is a Scottish undergraduate student enrolled in the MA Theology
course at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. During his studies he
developed a keen interest in international security and dialogue through
courses such as 'Religion, Violence and Peacebuilding'.

His internship in RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation, he believes,
is an ideal opportunity to further develop his interests and gain valuable
experience in the field.

In his free time Chris plays a lot of football and enjoys training to stay
active.

WELCOME

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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