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The 47th MAG Meeting took place online on April 13, 2022
and was organized under the Chairmanship of Romania
and chaired by Ms Irina Zidaru, General Director of the
Strategic Affairs Department in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Romania. The Meeting started with a short
introduction given by Ms Zidaru and continued with a brief
presentation of the Director's Annual Report, given by
Director of RACVIAC, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo. Director
highlighted that RACVIAC has completely fulfilled its
mission during these rather challenging times. “In terms of
Programme implementation we executed 18 activities.
More than 800 representatives, experts and lecturers from
our Members, different organizations, think tanks, private
companies, diplomatic corps and academic institutes
participated in them and shared their experiences”, he
added.

MG (ret.) Bazo also took the opportunity to assure the
participants that RACVIAC remains committed to fulfilling
its mission of fostering dialogue and playing a leading role

in the area of confidence and security building measures.
He thanked for the outstanding support and valuable
engagement of all RACVIAC Members, Associate Members,
Observers, participants and partners that contribute to
the Centre's future performance and the overall stability
and security of the region and asked them to continue to
do so in the future as well.

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda RACVIAC presented
future RACVIAC Projects which were afterwards approved
by MAG. Furthermore, MAG invited its Members and
Associate Members to propose additional projects in the
coming period, based on the needs of their respective
countries and SEE region as a whole.

MAG:

0 47th MAG Meeting2 -

0 MAG POCs Meeting4 -

NEWS:

0 Visit of the German Defence Attaché to5 -
RACVIAC

0 RACVIAC Representative visited the5 -
Airbase and Military Facility in
Montenegro

0 RACVIAC Representative attended a5 -
SEDM DCHODs Meeting in Ljubljana

ACTIVITIES:

0 NATO European Security Challenges and7 -
their Implications on the SEE Region

11 - The Biological Weapons Convention
(BWC) – The Road to the Ninth Review
Conference

1 -3 Regional Workshop on Promoting
Integrity in the Security Sector:
Whistleblowing

17 - International Joint Bio-terrorism
Investigations Course

19 - Integrated Border Management Course

21 - Romanian National WMD Strategy
Tabletop Exercise

22 - Energy Security in the EU's Neighbouring
South-Eastern Countries

24 - The Regional Workshop on Ammunition
Surveillance

26 - Welcome & Farewell

27 - Forthcoming Events

Mrs Carmen Florea, MG Slaven Zdilar and Ms Glorija Ivković

47 MAGth
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As is the case in every Spring MAG Meeting
the MAG delegates were briefed on the
execution of last year's Programme and
got more acquainted with Programme
2022 and projection for next year.
Furthermore, the Meeting continued with
the presentat ions on Budget and
Personnel.

The last Agenda Item related to the
nomination of the new RACVIAC Director.
MAG agreed to postpone a decision on the
nomination of a new Director of RACVIAC
f o r t wo m o n t h s . C o n c e r n i n g t h e
nominations for the MAG Chair Serbia was
invited to nominate a candidate, according
to the alphabetical order principle for Members, by the end
of July of this year.

It was also agreed that the 48th MAG Meeting will be held

Meeting

47th MAG Meeting, ONLINE

on 12th October 2022 on RACVIAC premises in Rakitje. At
the end of the MAG Meeting its Conclusions were
presented and adopted by all of the participants.

Group Photo



4

NEWSLETTER Issue 65

The MAG POCs (Multinational Advisory Group Point of
Contacts) Meeting was held in RACVIAC on 16th May 2022.
The aim of this event was to discuss the activities and
topics RACVIAC proposed to cover during the year 2023
and to get POCs' opinions on any possible new topics to be
incorporated into Programme 2023.

Opening the meeting RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo welcomed the representatives from Members and
Associate Members saying that the Centre greatly
appreciated their outstanding support and cooperation,
especially under such challenging circumstances as those
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. He underlined that the
Centre put a lot of efforts into adapting to the situation and
implementing RACVIAC Programme as
much as possible.

The Meeting began with a presentation
o f t h e f i r s t d ra f t o f R AC V I AC
Programme 2023-2024, a document
that frames the annual development of
RACVIAC Programme and defines the
main priority areas on which the
Organ iza t ion wi l l focus in the
forthcoming period. Twenty-nine
activities planned for 2023 were
presented in the form of workshops,
seminars, trainings, and conferences,
aimed at building capacities of the
relevant institutions of our Members
which served as forums for presenting
national and international experiences,

programmes and policies in place, discussing problematic
issues and finding possible solutions to the common
problems.

Session one was dedicated to RACVIAC Questionnaire
2023 where the overview of the activities and topics we
propose to cover during the year 2023 was presented.
This session, questions and answers included, aimed to
provide information about the possible topics or activities
to be conducted in the years to come in RACVIAC Pillars.

Session two concerned future RACVIAC Projects. During
the 47th MAG Meeting MAG approved three RACVIAC
future projects, namely: “Advancing Regional Nuclear
Security in SEE”, “Strengthening SEE Resilience in Cyber
Security Against Hybrid Threats” and “Improvement of
Security Governance by Implementation of Forensic
Science into State Institutions and Agencies” to be further
developed and incorporated into RACVIAC future
Programmes which will be the autumn MAG Meeting topics
for MAG adoption. This session aimed to provide detailed
information about the current status of the projects and
the way ahead.

The goal of the third session were questions, answers and
suggestions for improvement. The aim was to discuss the
proposed activities and topics and to get MAG POCs'
opinions on any possible new topics to be incorporated
into Programme 2023 and future Projects. During this
session opinions and suggestions on how to improve
RACVIAC work were made.

The Meeting was closed with the Wrap-up. The active
engagement of the participants deserves every praise and
will help in the implementation of national views and
interests regarding our future activities.

MAG POCs Meeting
held in RACVIAC

MAG POCs Meeting Participants

Group Photo
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Visit of the to RACVIACGerman Defence Attaché
German Defence Attaché, LTC Guido Altendorf, paid a visit
to RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo on May 5th,
2022. The occasion of the visit was the signing of the
financial agreement between the Federal Republic of
Germany and RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation
for the year 2022.

As in the previous years with this Agreement the Federal
Republic of Germany allocated funds which will be used to
cover the costs of RACVIAC activities - seminars, courses
and workshops - organized within Cooperative Security
Environment and Security Sector Governance Pillars.

On May 17-20, 2022 the Montenegro Ministry of Defence
Verification Centre organized a visit to the airbase and
military facilities/units, in accordance with the Vienna
Document 2011 (VD-11). A total of 40 people attended the
event from the VD-11 participating countries and
International organizations.

RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation was
represented by CPT Levente Tóth, Activity Manager in CSE
Pillar.

During the event the participants paid a visit to the military
airport “Knjaz Danilo” Golubovci and the “Milovan

Šaranović” Barracks Danilovgrad. They had an opportunity
to get an insight into the daily life of the airbase and the
military units of Montenegro. The facilities and the
technical equipment were presented to them as well. The
highlights of the visits were the impressive dynamic
displays in which flight activities that included a helicopter
and a tactical exercise (live shooting presentation) were
conducted.

The official part of the visit closed with the evaluation, the
gift exchange and, finally, an Official dinner.

The event was considered a great example of a proper
interpretation of the confidence and security building
measures contained in VD-11. Due to the preparedness
and the professional approach of the Montenegrin military
personnel, it was an excellent representation of the spirit
of the document, openness and transparency.

RACVIAC is thankful for the invitation to participate in this
event as well as for the hospitality and regular attendance
of the representatives of Montenegro in our activities.
Hopefully, this cooperation will continue or develop even
further.

Group Photo

RACVIAC Representative
visited the Airbase
and Military Facility in
Montenegro

LTC Guido Altendorf and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
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RACVIAC Planning and Liaison Officer LTC Arta DRIZA
par t ic ipated in the DCHODs Deputy Ch ie f o f
Defence/General Staf f Meeting held under the
chairmanship of Bulgaria and hosted by Slovenia on 13-14
June 2022.

The Deputy Chiefs of Defence/General Staff and
representatives of 11 SEDM member and observer
countries (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Greece, Italy, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania,
Slovenia, Serbia and Türkiye), the Commander of the
SEEBRIG Mult inat ional Br igade as wel l as the
representatives of International organisations like
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and UNDP
SEESAC Policy Expert, active in the field of defence
cooperation in the region, took part in the Meeting.

The purpose of this Meeting was to foster political-military
cooperation in South East Europe (SEE), regional and
international security as well as the transformation
processes in view of EU and NATO membership
obligations, in order to further strengthen peace, stability,
trust, prosperity and security in the region.

The Chair of SEDM Secretariat H.E. Mr. Yordan Bozhilov,
Bulgaria's Deputy Minister of Defence, presented the
activities carried out during the Bulgarian Chairmanship.
The Slovenian DCHOD, Brigadier General Roman Urbanic,
in his Keynote speech, among
others, praised RACVIAC for
the excellent work done in the
region on fostering dialogue
and cooperation on security
matters.

The participants adopted a
Joint Statement reiterating
t h a t r e g i o n a l m i l i t a r y
cooperat ion is of great
importance for security and
stability in the region, whereas
national capacities should be
coordinated and synergized in
order to respond to common
security threats. The SEDM

Statement, condemning the Russian aggression against
Ukraine, was fully supported by The Deputy Chiefs of
Defence considering the military aggression of the
Russian Federation against Ukraine, a flagrant violation of
international law.

The Deputy Chiefs of Defence underlined that in a rapidly
changing security environment, where new challenges
arise – from current economic crisis to natural disasters or
new sources of threats – countries of the region need to
work on furthering the concept of cooperative security.
The Defence ministerial's Joint Statement reflected the
importance of enhancing regional cooperation and
supporting stability, democracy and development in South
East Europe.

The Deputy Chiefs of Defence encouraged further
cooperation between the Centre for Security Cooperation
(RACVIAC), the Southeast Europe Defense Ministerial
(SEEDM) and the UNDP in the area of security cooperation.

DCHODs in their Joint Statement stated: “We appreciate
RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation as a unique
International organization dealing with security issues,
playing a leading role in the areas of confidence and
security building measures - a project owned by the region
and working for the region - which has made an outstanding
contribution to enhancing permanent and sincere security
cooperation among the SEE countries and to reaching long-
lasting peace and prosperity.”

At the end the participants expressed their appreciation to
the Host Nation and SEDM Secretariat for their efforts in
successfully preparing and conducting the annual
DCHODs Meeting.

RACVIAC representative

attended a SEDM DCHODs

Meeting in Ljubljana

Group Photo
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The Conference “NATO European Security

Challenges and their Implications on the SEE

Region“ was held in RACVIAC – Centre for

Security Cooperation, Rakitje, Republic of

Croatia on 3rd May 2022. It was co-organized

with NATO School Oberammergau and George

C. Marshall European Centre for Security

Studies (GCMC). This one - day Conference

consisted of three Panels that addressed

specific areas related to the topic.

The event aimed to explore security challenges with a
special focus on transnational threats in South East
Europe. The main purpose of the Conference was to
enable open security policy and academic expert debates
on emerging security challenges in the context of ongoing
processes of European and Euro-Atlantic Integration.

MG (ret.) Jeronım Bazo, RACVIAC Director, opened the
Conference and warmly greeted all the participants and

“NATO European Security Challenges and their

Implications on SEE Region” Conference

RACVIAC, 3 May 2022 speakers. Thereafter he expressed gratitude to NATO
School and GCMC, emphasizing the importance of the
meeting not only for SEE but also the world as such in
terms of the emerging security challenges for NATO and
EU in South East Europe when it comes to topics of hybrid
warfare, organized crime, migration and Russia's and
China's influence in the Western Balkans. He also
encouraged participants to engage in an open and
comprehensive discussion on these emerging security
challenges in particular with security policy and academic
experts who took part in the Conference.

The first Panel was dedicated to NATO European
Security Challenges and was moderated by Sandro
Knezović, PhD, from the Institute for Development

and International Relations, Zagreb.

The first speaker, Mr Graeme Herd, PhD from the George C.
Marshall European Center for Security Studies in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, identified three alternative

future Russian scenarios. Each one looked forward to the
future from the present based on Russia's conduct
following its invasion of Ukraine. The purpose was not to
predict the future but rather to raise questions about the
present, such as: what is the capability and capacity of the
political West to act given the uncertain outcomes? What
might the implications be for SEE?Conference Opening

Conference Participants
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The second speaker was Mr Giedrius Česnakas, PhD, from
the Military Academy of Vilnius, Lithuania. He concluded:
“Russia's open full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February
2022 has been an unprecedented event in continental
Europe since World War II. This decision of Russia will have
an enormous impact on Russia, Ukraine, NATO, and the
future international order. Russian President Vladimir Putin
decided to invade Ukraine, considering certain
expectations and outcomes. Still, the progress of war shows
that the war results might differ from what he expected. The
difference between the expectations and the results can be
explained by applying a constructivist approach to the
analysis… Russia's strategic decision to begin a large scale
invasion undermined Moscow's posit ions in the
international system (economically, diplomatically,
militarily), denied balancing positions for it in the
international system, strengthened NATO and prolonged
the domination of the Western international order.”

The third speaker was Ms Valbona Zeneli, PhD, ALB/DEU-
CIV, George C. Marshall European Center for Security
Studies in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, who expounded on
the war in Ukraine and its impact on SEE security. During
her exposé she outlined very important factors for EU's
stability, security and future prosperity. She stated that
Russian aggression on Ukraine represents one of the most
dangerous challenges for security not only in the EU but
the world itself, and that world peace has never been in
such a dangerous situation since the end of World War II.
She concluded that negotiations with the countries of the
Western Balkans on the path to full EU membership do not
have to stop or slow down; negotiations and preparations
only need to be thorough and principled.

The second Panel focused on the influence of non-EU
actors on SEE and was moderated by Mr Gordan
Akrap, PhD from the Institute for hybrid warfare

research in Zagreb, Croatia.

The first speaker in Panel Two was Mr Ljubomir Filipović,
political scientist. He pointed out the sense of apathy
among the candidate countries in the Western Balkans as a
result of the enlargement fatigue among the EU member
states and emphasized the role of such countries in the
region as Russia, China, Türkiye, and Serbia.

Mr Shlomo Shpiro, PhD from Bar Ilan University, Tel Aviv
spoke about MENA trends and challenges with a European
security perspective. He started by explaining what has
been happening in the last two years during the so-called
Era of Corona.

“When COVID-19 broke out everyone was concerned about
their own health and safety, as were the leaders of terrorist
organizations. At that time terrorist organizations stopped
operating for a certain period of time, and then, during the
second part of the Corona era, they reactivated their
activities. The leaders of terrorist organizations realized
that it was the right time to intensify their activities because
the authorities of each country are preoccupied with
resolving the situation caused by COVID-19.”

He further said that the Russian invasion of Ukraine had a
major impact on the security of the MENA region. He also
mentioned that countries that have Russian equipment in
their armies could be a problem not only when it comes to
their own security but that of allies as well. He also spoke
about nuclear weapons and mentioned Iran's nuclear
program and said that it could have a very negative impact
on the MENA region and that the program must be
stopped. Finally, prof. Shpiro said that Russian antisemitism
is completely unacceptable. He outlined the fact that Israel
and NATO are closer today than ever before. He wondered
at the end: where will the next crisis break out?

The third speaker in this Panel was Mr Laris Gaiser, PhD
from Università Cattolica Del Sacro Cuore in Milan. He
outlined the strategic importance of Central and South
East Europe in China's global geopolitical strategy.

Ms Valbona Zeneli, PhD, ALB/DEU-CIV, GCMC,
Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Course Participants
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According to Gaiser the fact that the People's Republic of
China's New Silk Road entered Europe in the Balkans and
that Beijing has shaped the 16 + 1 cooperation forum has
no economic foundation, given the relatively scarce
population and purchasing power of the region when
compared with that of the western countries of the
continent.

According to Gaiser it is also necessary for the European
intelligence services to understand that the penetration of
PRC represents a challenge that must be faced by better
understanding their logic and methods of operation.

Panel three focused on Security challenges in
SEE and was moderated by General Mirko

Šundov, PhD.

Mr Gordan Akrap, PhD (Hybrid Warfare Research Institute,
Zagreb) was the first expert speaker and the topic of Mr.
Akrap's exposé was disinformation and its implications for
homeland security. Dr. Akrap initially gave a brief definition
of disinformation as a fundamental part of influence
operations that are trying to influence and shape the
corpus of public knowledge. Additionally, he mentioned
that disinformation does not have the same effect in
different regions or parts of the world due to the
differences in target audiences and differences in
communication channels that need to be used. The impact
of disinformation on the population is directly related to
perceptions and traditional beliefs, he added; people tend
to believe in something regardless of whether it is true or
not. He also said that the creator of disinformation needs
to know exactly what goals, values, beliefs, and principles a
particular target audience has. If influence operations are
planned according to valuable information, then it is easy
to force that target audience to accept distributed
disinformation as true.

Dr Akrap said that the goal of influence operations is very
often not information but the manipulation of data and
information using different communication channels as a
means of delivering disinformation in its original content.
He pointed out that in that sense social networks are an
ideal training ground for spreading of disinformation.
Therefore, we need to invest time and efforts to educate
the population from the early stages onwards to learn how
to read and understand received information.

Professor James Wither from the George C. Marshall
European Center for Security Studies spoke about the
counter terrorism challenge. Firstly, he provided an
overview of trends in global terrorism, highlighting the
reduction in the overall number of terrorist attacks, the
decline in religiously motivated attacks and the potential
threat posed to Europe due to growing terrorist violence in
the Sahel region of Africa.

Professor Wither then focused on the two major terrorism
challenges for SEE, namely, the Salafi-Jihadism and the Far
Right Extremism. He explained the absence of Salafi-
Jihadist terror attacks in the Western Balkans as largely
due to the robust, moderate Muslim traditions in the
region, which have remained resistant to the more
extreme forms of Salafi and Wahhabi thinking. However,
Professor Wither warned against complacency. Social and
political conditions in the region have caused grievances
among young people that extremists could exploit. The
integration of former Islamic State fighters, the release

from prison of convicted terrorists and radicalization in the
minority Roma community also present challenges for
state security services, he added. According to Professor
Wither far right extremism poses a greater threat to the
region, although actual politically motivated terrorist

Mr Laris Gaiser, PhD Università Cattolica Del Sacro Cuore, , Milan

M , PhD, G Garmisch-Partenkirchenr James Wither CMC,
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attacks remain rare: “Far right political parties actively
exploit the existing ethnic, cultural and religious divisions”,
he stated, and added: “These activities were exacerbated
by Russian support for right wing extremist groups and
disinformation operations that aimed to worsen societal
divisions to hinder the integration of the Western Balkans
into western security institutions. Since 2014 a small
number of foreign fighters from SEE had fought on both
sides in Ukraine. However, following Russia's full scale
invasion in February 2022, larger numbers of far right
fighters were believed to have joined foreign militias
fighting with pro-Russian separatist groups in the Donbas.
Pro-Ukrainian militias had also attracted an increased
number of volunteers from SEE.” Professor Wither
suggested that domestic and regional stability could be
threatened when far right, foreign fighters with military
training and combat experience return from the war in
Ukraine.

Mr. Robert Kolobara said that according to the “new”
national security culture of the 21st century the first three
positions of the present-day global security threats are
taken up by phenomena such as terrorism, hybrid warfare
and what we call the state of a failed state. It is radicalism
and religious fundamentalism that are flourishing and
spreading in unstable areas and those territories that we
call failed states, he added. Bosnia and Herzegovina is just
such a state (still under international protection and
governance) and it represents the core security problem
in the Western Balkans, he added. Also, Bosnia and
Herzegovina is an area of influence of the Russian
Federation, a state which threatens to undermine the hard-
won peace, he concluded.

Mr Hrvoje Sagrak, PhD from Info Dom, Zagreb, Croatia said
that in today's multifaceted and dynamic environment with
its many disruptions and unpredictable events, both in the
business and political domain, a holistic approach in
dealing with security challenges and threats is an utmost
necessity. The unwanted consequences have been

especially exacerbated in the domain of critical
infrastructure, which has motivated Info Dom and its
partners to undertake research, development and
innovation via an EU-funded project that is underway,
called “Development of a Digital Platform for the Critical
Infrastructure Protection Systems for Smart Industries -
CIP 4 SI”. He added that the future belonged to 'Smart
Nations' who empower 'Smart Industries' and 'Smart
Societies' based on knowledge. Therefore, knowledge- and
data-driven economies are becoming a new field of
potential attacks by adversaries in all domains – all the way
from the information domain to the cyber and physical
domain. Good governance both in the private and public
sector – coming from shared beliefs, values and principles
- should be demonstrated through bimodal management –
the capabilities to conduct “business as usual”
simultaneously with a preparedness to react to unknown,
unpredictable crisis events. He concluded by saying that
achieving security required absorption of the Protection-
by-Design concepts so that such requirements were
included in all respective phases – from planning,
budgeting, procuring to delivery - as an indispensable part
of risk management in Smart Industries.

The Conference was attended in total by more than
40 participants and experts specialized in the security

field with a particular interest in Europe and NATO's
strategy and policy from Albania, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Croatia, North Macedonia, Montenegro,
Serbia, Kosovo*, Türkiye and the Defense Threat

Reduction Agency.

Participating International organizations, institutions and
professionals included the George C. Marshall European
Center for Security Studies (Garmisch-Partenkirchen),
Military Academy of Lithuania (Vilnius), Bar IIan University
(Tel Aviv), Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Milan),
Institute for Development and International Relations
(Zagreb), Institute for Hybrid Warfare Research (Zagreb),
private security sector professionals from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and Info Dom, Zagreb, Croatia.

After his Closing remarks, RACVIAC Director presented
certificates to distinguished lecturers and

moderators. He thanked all the speakers and
participants  for their contribution and reminded the

Conference participants that dialogue and
cooperation are always in fashion, and that that is
what RACVIAC mission is all about: to encourage

dialogue and cooperation in the region and beyond.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

Mr. Robert Kolobara, PhD, Private Security Sector, BA
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“The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) –

The Road to the Ninth Review Conference”

Workshop was held in RACVIAC on 10th and

11th May 2022. The purpose of the Workshop

was to provide a broad overview of the

Convention, the most important issues and

challenges (inter alia, the existing 'gaps'), the

latest developments, the lessons learned and also

to prepare for and provide an outlook towards the

Ninth Review Conference which will be held this

year in Geneva.
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“Biological Weapons Convention
Workshop”

Fifty years ago on 10th April 1972 the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC) was opened for signature at
ceremonies in London, Moscow and Washington D.C. and
over the following decades it became a cornerstone of the
multilateral disarmament regime intended to rid the world
of biological and toxin weapons. In order to extend
cooperation on this topic RACVIAC organized a BWC
workshop for the first time last year as an online activity.
The positive feedbacks and the interest shown by our
Member States prompted us to repeat the activity this year
too, this time around as a hybrid event with the
cooperation of the United Nations Office of Disarmament
Affairs - Biological Weapons Convention Implementation
Support Unit (UNODA BWC ISU).

The specific objectives were:

• to provide an overview of the BWC: major
achievements and challenges included

• preparations for and outlook towards the Ninth
Review Conference

• to inform the participants about the implementation
of the Convention as well as the most burning
present and future issues

• to exchange information on related national matters
by the States Parties in the region.

Opening the Workshop MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director of
RACVIAC, said that “in view of the real threat posed by
biological weapons, a comprehensive and multifaceted
approach is required. Close cooperation between the
security, scientific, public health and agricultural sectors,

industry, academia and civil society is required and needs
to take place at the national, regional and international
levels. Involving all voices is crucial for dialogue.” MG (ret.)
Bazo also extended his deepest gratitude to the BWC ISU
for their support during the preparatory phase and their
readiness and expertise in the compilation of the program
and identification of the Workshop speakers.

MG (ret.) Bazo then passed the floor to Ms Ngoc Phuong
van der Blij, Political Affairs Officer, UNODA BWC ISU, who
also gave her Opening remarks.

Ms van der Blij mentioned that this activity was a great
success when it was held last year. She also looked back on

Opening Remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

CPT Levente Toth, RACVIAC and Ms Ngoc Phuong van der Blij,
Political Affairs Officer, UNODA BWC ISU
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the COVID-19 pandemic that reflected the importance of
the BWC. She encouraged the auditorium to participate
actively in the Workshop: “We are looking forward to
hearing your views on this topic, we hope for fruitful
discussion and we, therefore, welcome your comments
and questions on the BWC. Feel free to raise your hand, feel
free to comment, there are no stupid questions, there are
no difficult comments, feel free to interrupt. I'm looking
forward to discussions with all and each one of you!”

The Opening session continued with a “tour the table”
where the participants had an opportunity to introduce
themselves and institutions they represent.

The two-day Workshop comprised presentations,
discussions as well as table-top exercises.

Session one was dedicated to the Overview of the BWC
and to the “Preparations for and Outlook regarding the

Ninth Review Conference”. BWC ISU Political Affairs
Officer, Ms Ngoc Phuong Van der Blij, opened the

session with a short introduction. She was followed by
Mr Ljupčo Gjorgjinski (MFA of North Macedonia,

Chairperson of the 2018 Meeting of States Parties) and
Dr James Revill (UNIDIR), who provided insights into the

preparations for the review conference.

Session two was dedicated to Article X of the BWC. Ms Van
der Blij started this part with an introduction to Article X,

which was followed by Ms Garzon Maceda from Unitedthe
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) who
outlined ten concrete ideas for States Parties to consider
seeking to enhance the implementation of Article X of the
BWC.

In the afternoon the participants were split up into groups
and they had an opportunity to apply the newly acquired
knowledge in an interactive table top exercise that was led
by Mr Mehran Rouzbahani, BWC ISU, consultant. The day
was concluded with a guided sightseeing tour in Zagreb
downtown and an Official dinner.

On the second day Session four was dedicated to BWC
implementation. Ms Yasemin Balci, Verification Research,
Training and Information Centre (VERTIC), opened the
session and presented the BWC legal framework, national
legislation and national contact points. She was followed
by Prof. Slavko Bokan and Prof. Zvonko Orehovec (HR) who
gave a lecture titled “The Role of the Armed Forces in the
implementation of the BWC” and raised the following
question: “Are the Armed Forces well prepared to combat
the pandemic?”. The last presenter of the session was Ms
Iva Pejnović Franelić from the World Health Organization
(WHO). She shared some important lessons drawn from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As on the previous day the afternoon was dedicated again
to syndicate work, and to an active learning session that
was related to confidence building measures.

The Workshop was finalized with a Closing Ceremony
including the evaluation, the handing over of certificates
and, finally, the Closing remarks by Col Deniz Öztürk,
Programme Manager for Cooperat ive Security
Environment Pillar in RACVIAC.

The high quality, well-prepared speakers as well as the
activity of the participants during the table top exercise
contributed to the achievement of all of its objectives and
an excellent outcome. Added value was provided by the
fact that a wide range of experts in the field were present
enabling the participants to learn about the different
aspects of the BWC.

The Workshop was conducted with the contribution of
lecturers from UNODA BWCISU, UNIDIR, VERTIC, and

WHO from the MFA of North Macedonia and from
Croatia and gathered more than 25 participants from

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Germany, Italy,
Kosovo*, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Türkiye.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)

Workshop Participants

Certificate Distribution
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RACVIAC Director, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo and Ms Desislava
Gotskova, Head of RAI Secretariat opened the Workshop.
MG (ret.) Bazo stressed: “This challenging and important
event of promoting integrity in state institutions of our
countries is a continuation of joint efforts which RACVIAC
and RAI have been implementing since 2014.”

“In these difficult times of, firstly, the global pandemic and
then the Russian aggression on Ukraine, the security
architecture has been challenged severely. In the area of
promoting integrity public expectations are still very high
and it is a lengthy process, but we will get there if we are
patient”, he concluded.

Ms Gotskova pointed out that RAI would continue to
enhance regional cooperation in narrow thematic fields
where an outstanding expertise has been developed. She
also stressed that uncurbed corruption poses a serious
threat and a security challenge to the countries of SEE.

The Workshop was structured as a combination of
lectures by recognized lecturers and experts,

discussions, group work and tour de table sessions
for the exchange of good practices among the

participants.

RACVIAC, 18-19 May 2022

“RegionalWorkshoponPromoting Integrity
in theSecuritySector: Whistleblowing”

The “Regional Workshop on Promoting Integrity

in the Security Sector: Whistleblowing” was

conducted jointly by RACVIAC - Centre for

Security Cooperation and Regional Anti-

Corruption Initiative (RAI) on 18th and 19th May

2022. The purpose of this Workshop was to

equip relevant parties in the Security Sector

(ministries of defence, Armed Forces, ministries

of interior, and law enforcement agencies) with

practical knowledge in implementation of safe

disclosure channels and effective protection of

the persons reporting corruption.

The first day of the Workshop was dedicated to
whistleblowing and whistleblower protection. The

presentations and discussions were delivered by Ms
Dijana Kesonja, Deputy Head, Ombudswoman Office
of Croatia, Ms Nataša Đurović, Deputy Head, Office
for the Suppression of Corruption and Organised

Crime (USKOK) in Croatia, Mr Mark Worth, RAI
whistleblowing expert, Whistleblowing International

and Ms Elmerina Ahmetaj Hrelja, Project Manager and
Anti-corruption Expert, RAI.

Ms Elmerina Ahmetaj Hrel ja presented the EU
Whistleblower Directive (2019/1937) which entered into
force in December 2019 giving EU member states (MS) two
years to translate it into their legal systems.

According to the EU Whistleblowing Monitor, 1 MS has not
started with the implementation, 17 were delayed in the
process while only 9 out of 27 have adopted their national
legal framework on Whistleblower protection.

The adoption of the Directive was preceded by major
scandals, such as:

• LuxLeaks (2014), which revealed tax avoidance
schemes in Luxembourg of over 300 multinational
companies;

RAI Representatives
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• Panama Papers (2016), which exposed a system that
enables crime, corruption and wrongdoing, hidden by
secretive offshore companies, and

• Facebook - Cambridge Analytica (2018) scandal in
which personal data belonging to millions of Facebook
users was collected without their consent by the British
consulting firm Cambridge Analytica, predominantly to
be used for political advertising (Brexit, the Trump
presidential campaign).

What is the Directive designed to do?

• provide effective, confidential and secure reporting
channels, as well as protect whistleblowers  from
retaliation, hence encourage whistleblower reports
and strengthen the enforcement of EU law;

• protect freedom of expression by individuals;

• protect freedom of media (source of investigative
journalism);

• contribute to a fair and well-functioning single
market;

• contribute to the implementation of a range of
policies with direct impact on the daily lives and
welfare of Europeans: food safety, transport safety,
public health, consumer protection, environmental
protection, protection of privacy and similar.

In line with the EU Directive on Whistleblower Protection,
Ms Ahmetaj Hrelja introduced an EU-funded project,
“Breaking the Silence: Enhancing the Whistleblowing
Policies and Culture in Western Balkans and Moldova”,
which is being implemented by the RAI Secretariat, WB
countries and Moldova.

Ms Ahmetaj Hrelja concluded that Whistleblowing is one of
the most effective means of exposing and combating

Group Work

wrongdoings/irregularities, including corruption.
According to global statistics, 80% of serious financial and
corruption crimes are detected through reports of
whistleblowers.

Without them there is no efficient fight against corruption,
and in a society with prevalent corruption citizens do not
enjoy equal rights and opportunities. Whistleblowers act in
the interest of us all, they contribute to building the rule of
law and a society in which everyone has equal rights and
opportunities - in terms of jobs, health care, education and
a healthy environment, Mr Hrelja added.

Mr Mark Worth shortly introduced “Whistleblower
Experiences and Solutions: Preventing Witness
Intimidation” followed by group exercises focusing on why
witnesses in the workplace (whistleblowers) are at risk, why
they need protection and assistance, and how to best
interact with them.

Ms Kesonja presented the mandate of the Office of
Ombudswoman of the Republic of Croatia, its proceedings
and competences as well as the legal framework regarding
human rights in Croatia.

The same as before, there are three available reporting
channels for reporting irregularities: internal, external and
public disclosure. However, the new Act allows for the
reporting of irregularities to the external channel either
after having previously reported them to the internal
channel submitting the information on irregularities to the(
confidential person) or directly. The new Act has also
introduced the expanded competence of courts and more
detailed regulation on prohibition of retaliation, as well as
new support measures such as emotional support and free
legal aid.

Having received a report on irregularities (in writing or
orally), the Ombudswoman will forward it to the competent
authorities in a safe manner and notify the reporting
person without delay. When following-up on a report, the
Ombudswoman will protect the reporting person's identity
as well as the confidentiality of the information contained in
the report and will prevent any unauthorized disclosure of
such data as well as their sharing with any other persons,
unless regulated otherwise by a special regulation or
unless the reporting person consents to the disclosure of
this information.

In the period 2019-2021 there were more than 80 cases
reported to the Office of the Ombudswoman (external
channel). The majority of irregularities reported were
connected to corruptive actions, abuse of position and
authority, damage to the state budget and endangering
public safety. When it comes to retaliation the most
common examples are a bad working atmosphere, transfer
to other jobs, mobbing, denial of work tasks and lay-off.
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Ms Kesonja concluded that more effort should be put into
the education of the general public, workers, trade unions,
confidential persons and judges. Also, sufficient capacities
for functioning of internal and external reporting channels
should be ensured. Finally, negative stereotypes towards
persons who report irregularities should be eliminated.

Ms Đurović presented the work of USKOK or the Office for
the Suppression of Corruption and Organised Crime. The
Office, which was established in 2001, is a special State
Attorney's Office specialised for the prosecution of
corruption and organised crime.

The Case Study of the operation “Balkan Express” was
presented. In October 2008 in the centre of Zagreb an
explosive device was detonated in a parking lot killing a
well-known journalist Ivo Pukanić and his business

associate Nikola Franjić. Two other people were injured
while several vehicles and buildings were damaged in the
explosion.

In 2009, after a criminal investigation, an indictment
against six defendants for aggravated murder, crime
against general security and conspiracy was made. In that
particular case one crown witness and several protected
witnesses gave testimony and all the defendants were
found guilty and received long-term prison sentences.

“In order to understand what encourages a whistleblower
report, we first need to look at what discourages these
reports”, Ms Ahmetaj Hrelja said. She continued by saying
that according to EU opinion surveys:

• 49% of respondents would not know where to report
corruption if they were to experience or witness it;

• only 15% of respondents knew about existing rules on
whistleblower protection in their country;

• fear of retaliation - 36% of whistleblowers experienced
retaliation;

• another cited reason for not reporting is a lack of
confidence in the utility of reporting – the two most
common reasons for not reporting corruption were: 1)
difficulty in proving anything (45%), and 2) even if proof
was available those responsible would not be punished
(32%).

These findings, among other things, prompted the
adoption of the EU Directive on Whistleblower Protection
in 2019.

In conclusion: insufficient public information and
education about whistleblower reporting channels and
protection mechanisms, fear from retaliation and belief
that nothing will come out of reporting, are the three main
discouraging factors.

Ms Đurović concluded that challenges may arise in cases
where a person reporting irregularities submits a crime
report, and it is necessary to reveal his/her identity during
criminal proceedings. They are expected to be resolved
through practice that has yet to be established, she
stressed.

The second day of the Workshop was dedicated to
whistleblower experiences and solutions. The

presentations and discussions were delivered by Ms
Nataša Novaković, President of the Commission for
the Resolution of Conflict of Interest of the Republic
of Croatia, Mr Mark Worth, RAI whistleblowing expert,

Whistleblowing International, Ms Elmerina Ahmetaj
Hrelja, Project Manager and Anti-corruption Expert,

RAI and Mr Tom Devine, Legal Director of
Government Accountability Project and RAI

Whistleblowing Expert.

Ms Novaković presented the structure of the Commission,
its competences and the cooperation with the security
sector. According to the legal framework the Commission
has competences over the state officials from the security
sector such as all high level state officials (ministers,
assistant ministers, Secretary General, State Secretaries
and Directors of both civil and military Security and
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The event gathered 18 national mid-level
representatives from ministries of defence, internal
affairs as well as anti-corruption agencies and other

relevant national institutions from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, North Macedonia,

Türkiye, Kosovo* and Moldova.

Certificates Distribution

Intelligence Agencies), as well as the Chief of Police, the
Chief and Deputy Chiefs of General Staff, the Inspector
General of Defence, Commanders and Deputy
Commanders of the services, the Commander of Support
Command, the Commandant and Deputy Commandant of
the Croatian Defence Academy and the Commander of the
Coast Guard of the Republic of Croatia.

Cooperation with the security sector (ministries of
defence and the interior) is constant, although it varies

greatly. The Commission cannot always get the required
supporting documentation for reported cases of conflict
of interest, such as official trips of the President, due to
security reasons and the fact that they are confidential,
although it happened a couple of years ago.

Ms Novaković concluded that the main challenges the
Commission has been facing were related to political will
(declaratory vs. real), limitations of the current legal
framework, political pressure from key national
stakeholders and lack of human or financial resources.

In the field of whistleblower experiences and solutions Mr
Mark Worth introduced a group exercise in which
participants wrote a statement to their supervisor or a
public authority about a hypothetical violation or concern
occurring within their institution. The statement had to
include sufficient details about the situation, including the
suspected violation(s), who was involved or may have
been involved, the potential harm, and whether one of the
supervisors was involved.

Also, the response plan to the report was developed. The
response had to include specific steps to be taken to (1)
protect the witness from retaliation, (2) investigate the
statement, (3) take any needed corrective actions, and (4)
hold guilty parties to account. After the groups presented
their work, short discussion with participants was held.

The last speaker of the Workshop was Mr Tom Devine from
the Government Accountability Project - a tax-exempt,
non-profit, non-partisan public interest organization that
serves whistleblowers by providing them with legal
representation against retaliation, legal representation to
help make a difference through their disclosures,
advocacy for stronger whistleblower protection rights,
and training and education those rights.about

“The most important thing in dealing with whistleblowers is
to earn their trust, then they will open up. Open relationship
and trust is crucial”, Mr Devine concluded.

The Workshop was concluded with a Closing ceremony
and Closing remarks delivered by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo,
RACVIAC Director, and Ms Jasna Panjeta, Chief Program
and Communications Officer, RAI.

It was concluded that most countries of the SEE region
share more or less similar challenges in fighting
corruption, but they are sometimes addressed in different
ways, which presents a good opportunity to learn from
each other. Therefore, regional peer-to-peer experience
sharing is an extreme asset that should be explored even
more.

For SEE region it is also of utmost importance to
strengthen its whistle-blower protection laws as well to
enhance institutional capacities in order to be able to
enforce those laws in line with the EU Directive on Whistle-
blower Protection (2019).

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of

Independence (In accordance with arrangements regarding regional representation and cooperation.)
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RACVIAC, 23-27 May 2022

The “International Joint Bioterrorism

Investigations Course” was held in RACVIAC

–Centre for Security Cooperation, Rakitje,

Republic of Croatia on 23-27 May 2022. The

primary objective of this Course was to provide

mid-level officials responsible for deterring,

detecting, identifying, and responding to a

bioterrorism incident within their country with a

broad overview of bioterrorism and its

relationship to WMD proliferation. This Course

was organized with the support of the Defense

Threat Agency (DTRA) from the USA.
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“InternationalJointBioterrorism
Investigations”Course

The Course was opened on 23 May 2022 with the Welcome
addresses by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC Director
and Mr Keith Falcetti from US Defence Threat Reduction
Agency (DTRA). MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo welcomed all
participants and instructors on behalf of all RACVIAC staff.
Furthermore, he extended his welcome to Mr Keith Falcetti

Mr Keith Falcetti underlined: “The key thing about
this Course, and if you've noticed, you are almost all
public or law enforcement professionals, is that we
in the United States have learned that when there's

a bio-terrorism incident it's not just a question of
the law enforcement investigating that incident and
prosecuting a crime – there is a significant public
health impact as well. And we've learned that if

those two groups of individuals work together to
investigate the incident or the crime and share the

information then there will be a much better
outcome not only for the law enforcement but for
the public health (officials) whose responsibility is

protecting your nations' citizens”.

Course Parcipants

from the US Defence Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) and
thanked him for his generous personal support as well the

, DTRAMr Frank Muggeo

ACTIVITIES

team of instructors from the USA for graciously sharing
their invaluable expertise with the participants during the
Course: “I would like to express my appreciation once again
to our partner, DTRA, in this activity. I would also like to thank
all participants taking part in this Course dedicated to this
extremely important and challenging subject matter. I
expect you to take an active part and contribute to it to the
best of your abilities. I wish you a very fruitful and
productive Course”. He also expressed his appreciation to
the Agency for its continuous support which is of great
importance to the SEE region.
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The Opening session continued with a “tour the table”
where the participants had an opportunity to introduce
themselves and institutions they represent and express
their expectations regarding the Course.

All 5 days were highly interactive and included both the
theoretical part delivered through presentations and a
practical part which included exercises, panel discussions,
and scenarios which were utilized to reinforce the training
principles and major topics of the Course. The Course was
an excellent opportunity to exchange experiences and
methodologies, develop open, constructive dialogue
across agencies and governments and establish
professional relationships.

Director of RACVIAC, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, in his Closing
remarks once more thanked all the instructors and
participants, and said: “This Course has been a successful
event and we hope that instructors and participants had a
good time here in RACVIAC. This Course provided a great
opportunity to learn something new. As for the knowledge
you have gained this week from representative instructors,
I think it was absolutely worth the time and effort you've put
into it. The world we live in constantly requests from us to be
responsible and self-aware as members of society. The
countries we come from are looking for a better future, for
happier and more peaceful times for their population.
Increasing the level of security of the community we come
from is an absolute must. This International Joint

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
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Bioterrorism Investigations Course was an excellent
opportunity to achieve those goals. The first and basic goal
was and remains security.”

At the end Director of RACVIAC, MG (ret.) Bazo, once again
thanked everyone for coming and for all the effort they
invested in order to master this Course and delivered the
certificates to the participants and lecturers.

The Course was attended by more than 30 participants
and instructors from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Kosovo*, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania,
Türkiye and RACVIAC.

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo and Mr Keith Falcetti, DTRA
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“IntegratedBorderManagementCourse”

The “Integrated Border Management Course”,

organized by RACVIAC – Centre for Security

Cooperation, in cooperation with the Hellenic

Multinational Peace Support Operations Training

Center (MPSOTC), took place from 06 to 10

June 2022 in RACVIAC. The Course was

executed in accordance with the MPSOTC

certified Programme, consisting of lectures,

discussions, syndicate work, individual case

studies and shed light on the role of Integrated

Border Management (IBM) concept, both in EU-

MSs and OSCE member states. Through the

risk analysis process in a continuously

changing environment, which is governed by

the mass movement of populations and

asymmetric threats, the roles and

responsibilities of the agencies dealing with

border management were analysed.

The Course was designed to prepare the police/law-
enforcement officers and civil servants from institutions -
relevant agencies and RACVIAC Members - to familiarize
themselves with the IBM Concept and its implementation
at MS national level.

In his Opening remarks the Course leader, Major
Dimitrios Manolopoulos, greeted all the participants

and RACVIAC Staff on behalf of COL Thomas
Gavranopoulos, Commander of the Hellenic MPSOTC,

and expressed his great satisfaction with the
cooperation of MPSOTC and RACVIAC in this activity.

During the first day of the activity MAJ Manolopoulos made
a brief introduction on the role of EU IBM and especially the
military role, focusing on topics such as EU Legal
Framework on IBM, IBM Concept as Part of EU CSDP Policy,
EU Crisis Response Mechanism and Military Role in IBM (LL
from Greece Migration Crisis).

On the second day RACVIAC had the privilege to host
Police LTC Andreas Karageorgos, Head of Department of
Integrated Border Management for Land Borders at
Hellenic Police/Border Protection Division. He delivered
lectures about the Hellenic Police and Border
Management, Migration Trends (The case of Greece),
Hybrid threats in border management, and New Pac for
Migration – challenges on implementation at front line
Member States.

Police LTC Karageorgos with his presentation managed to
capture the interest of the participants, analyzing how
Greece dealt with the problem of immigration and how
important the help of the international actors was.

Opening Remarks by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director of RACVIAC, opened the
Course and expressed his appreciation to the Hellenic
MPSOTC for their support in organizing this event and
bringing lecturers from OSCE, FRONTEX and Hellenic
Police to RACVIAC. “Efficient border and immigration
management policies and structures, supported by
professional and well trained immigration and border
officers, foster the smooth movement management at
borders and prevent irregular migration, but also enable to
detect smuggled migrants and trafficked persons with the
ultimate objective of dismantling organized crime networks
and protecting the rights of these vulnerable persons“, he
stated.

ACTIVITIES
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On day 3 the IBM Course continued with the presentation
of the OSCE Representative.

Ms Dragica Vucinic, with her vast experience at the OSCE
Mission to Montenegro gave a brief overview of how the
OSCE is assisting its member countries with the knowledge
and personnel in order to upgrade their border
management capacities. The third day of the Course
ended with an online lecture, delivered by Mr Konstantinos
Orfeas Sotiriou, about Cultural Heritage Protection and
IBM.

Day four of the Course focused on FRONTEX's contribution
to EU IBM. Several presentations on the topic were
delivered by Ms Katalin Pokornyi who shared her rich
experience with the participants about the FRONTEX
Agency, FRONTEX Mandate, Mission and Vision, FRONTEX
Role in the Ukraine Crisis etc.,

The last day of the Course was devoted to the Training
Opportunities in Border Management and Challenges in
IBM. The Course closed with the Course Evaluation by Maj
Manolopoulos who thanked everyone for their
participation and interest shown during that week.

MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo closed the Course with the
awarding of the certificates, concluding: “I would like to
thank all the participants for coming here and I hope you
found the Course informative and enjoyable”. He added:
''During this one-week Course you had the opportunity to
gain and increase knowledge regarding different topics.
The two major agencies in border management, FRONTEX
and the OSCE, the representative of Hellenic Police and the
MPSOTC representative, gave you the opportunity to learn
how the EU is working, how the IBM concept was formed,
how Greece dealt with the biggest migration crisis in recent
history and the possible role of military forces within this
concept''.

Upon successful completion of the Course the participants
received certificates proving that they completed this
three-day Course and explored the necessary knowledge
and skills regarding Border Management in accordance
with the relevant training material.

During the Course participants witnessed how the IBM
concept can be implemented from the perspective of the
EU and the OSCE, the two organizations focusing on
different geographical areas. Border management is
considered to be of high priority for both, with state and
agencies' cooperation considered of high importance for
successful IBM. The 2014-2015 migration crisis posed a
huge challenge for the future of the EU and its MS, bringing
the internal security factor to the forefront. SEE countries
and the potential that many of these might become MSs of
the EU, in combination with the presence of RACVIAC, play
an important role in regard to EU's external borders,
highlighting the importance of training within the IBM
concept. The upcoming years will be even more
challenging for the EU as a region, considering the recent
events on the EU continent, making border management
one of the topics of highest interest in all of the countries.

In total 21 participants, police officers and civilian
equivalents from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Greece, Kosovo*, North Macedonia, and

Türkiye, along with instructors from Greece, OSCE,
FRONTEX, and RACVIAC staff, took part in the Course.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
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He especially thanked the Course Director, Maj
Dimitrios Manolopoulos, who, as he said, tailored this
Course to RACVIAC needs perfectly, in accordance
with the relevant training material, in particular, to
ensure that the ΙΒΜ concept provides a concrete

solution - cooperation and solidarity with the EU is
the only way to fully implement the IBM concept.

Ms Katalin Pokorny FRONTEXi,

Certificates Distribution
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RomanianNationalWMDStrategy
TabletopExercise

The Tabletop Exercise (TTX), named

STRONGHOLD 2022, was held on 6 - 8 June

2022 in Bucharest. Romania is the seventh

country in a row to undergo the evaluation and

testing process after Montenegro, North

Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,

Albania and Kosovo*.

Romania has been involved in RACVIAC - Centre for
Security Cooperation C-WMD Network project, aimed at
creating a national countering weapons of mass
destruction (C-WMD) Strategy and Action Plan to counter
threats related to proliferation, since September 2015. The
initial stage of the project involved a series of workshops
that explored issues related to drafting a C-WMD strategy
a n d c u r r e n t t r e n d s i n p r o l i f e r a t i o n a n d
counterproliferation.

After Romania adopted the National Strategy on
counterproliferation for the time frame 2020-2025, a
strategic document that sets the cooperation and
coordination framework for Romanian institutions

The TTX assumed that a variety of proliferation-related
activities were taking place in Romania and

neighboring countries. The range of fictitious scenario
activities sought to reflect the scope and nature of the

C-WMD Strategy's threat and risk assessment.
Scenarios were developed based on Romania's

recently created C-WMD Strategy.

The exercise was conducted under the auspices of the
Romanian Intelligence Service who acted in the capacity
of a crisis coordinator. International partners involved in
organising and conducting the STRONGHOLD 2022 were
U.S. European Command (EUCOM) and Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA). STONGHOLD 2022 gathered
more than 40 participants from 18 relevant institutions in
Romania, ranging from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Ministry of Defense to law enforcement agencies and
national anti-fraud and fiscal institutions. Overall, Romania
demonstrated a very good understanding and
apprec ia t ion o f the r i sks and cha l l enges o f
counterproliferation and sought to address these
efficiently within the scope of the national C-WMD policy.

Finally, as a part of C-WMD Phase 2, Romania is developing
a new project in the field of Bio Security. Therefore, on 9th
June, RACVIAC and the U.S. team met with the Romanian
National Bio Security Working Group and engaged in
constructive discussions in order to find an agreement on
the key project aims, objectives and outcomes.

* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
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responsible for enforcing country's international
commitments and national framework on this domain, we
proceeded with the final stage of the process to evaluate
and test the C-WMD Strategy in order to determine if it
effectively addresses potential proliferation threats.
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Ploiesti,  14-15 June 2202

“Energy Security in the EU's Neighbouring
South-Eastern Countries”
International Energy Security Seminar

On 14-15 June 2022 the International Energy

Security Seminar “Energy Security in the EU's

Neighbouring South-Eastern Countries” was

held in Ploiesti, Romania. The event was jointly

organized by RACVIAC – Centre for Security

Cooperation, the Romanian Ministry of Energy

and Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

RACVIAC initiated an Energy Security project that has been
carried out since 2015, with an aim to bring together
senior level officials, experts from governmental
institutions and agencies, and relevant International and
regional organizations active in the field of energy security.
For the purposes of this activity Romania has assumed the
role of the leading nation in the area of energy security.
The 2022 Seminar focused on the main issues that the

South-Eastern European countries are facing in the field of
energy security, taking into account the conclusions of the
five previous events.

Opening the Workshop MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, RACVIAC

Director, said: “Energy has become a strategic factor in
global politics, a vital element for the stability and sustainable
economic development and progress of the states of South-
Eastern Europe.” Taking into account the Russian
aggression and the two years of the Coronavirus pandemic,

the Director stressed that security and world architecture
have consequently been disrupted. RACVIAC mission is to
strengthen cooperation between the countries of South-
Eastern Europe, and this Seminar, he added, encourages
the development of energy security and the exchange of
information. The main purpose of the event is not only to
learn about energy but to create a network between
institutions so that they can cooperate and find the best
solutions in times of crisis, he stressed. Furthermore, MG
Bazo expressed special appreciation for Romania's
constant, substantial and active involvement in its capacity
as a "leading nation" in the field of energy security.

On behalf of the Romanian Ministry of Energy, Mr. George-
Sergiu Niculescu, the State Secretary, in his Welcome
address, stressed: “This event provides an opportunity to
address issues of mutual interest, to exchange information,
review and explore areas of cooperation, leading us to new
paths in which our countries can collaborate in the energy
sector. Energy security represents a growing challenge,
even bigger than the need for strategic awareness regarding
some regional and global trends. A global architecture calls
for institutional coordination to promote synergies and avoid

Opening Remarks by Mr. George-Sergiu Niculescu,

of StateRomanian Ministry of Energy, Secretary

Mr. George-Sergiu Niculescu and MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
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overlaps. Fighting for climate change should be a
collaborative effort, and all nations must rise to the
challenge by working, intelligently and diligently, together.
After all, the threat of global change is a concern that knows
no borders.”

The Keynote speaker in the first working session of the
Seminar, titled “The Role of Oil and Alternative Fuels in the
Process of Diversification of the Energy Sources”, was Mr.
Adrian Jasimi, Oil Expert and Representative of the Energy
Community. Mr. Jasimi explained that the short-term goal of
the is to create a single market and keyEnergy Community
legislation. It has a budget of between 4.5 and 5 million
euros from contributors and encourages security of supply
in order to achieve social stability, he said. Also, Mr. Jasimi
said that oil is risky due to tax adjustments, as taxes
represent 60% of its price and the governments try to
compensate for that. He argued that governments must
inspect the infrastructure and utilize its potential. This
session was Türkiye andfollowed by presentations by
Croatia.

The second session, titled “State of Play Regarding the
Interconnections in the South-Eastern European Countries”
focused on the projects regarding interconnectivity in the
South-Eastern European countries. The delegates from
North Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania and
Kosovo* presented their interconnectivity projects already
in use and the ones that are planned for the upcoming years
in order to diversify the energy sources and to increase the
energy security of the region. As a result of previous
editions, participating states focused on finding solutions
and measures to mitigate threats to energy supply. Mr.
Cornel Zeveleanu, Director in the Directorate Prevention
and Management of the Energy Sector Risks at the
Romanian Ministry of Energy, moderated the two sessions
of the Seminar.

The second day of the Seminar was reserved for a study
visit to the National Oil Museum in Ploiesti where there was
an opportunity for the participants of the Seminar to
observe how oil and gas are formed, how resources

beneath are found and how drilling and production are
conducted in the Ploiesti area.

In the afternoon a working visit to the CONPET
headquarters took place. Mr. Dorin Tudora, General
Manager of CONPET S.A., described the National
Transmission System describing the transmission network
that covers about 3800 km of pipelines that extend into 24
counties, as well as its two major components: the oil and
rich gas transport system from domestic production, and
the subsystem for transporting crude oil imports.

The participants of the Seminar expressed their satisfaction
with the outcome of the event, highly praising the joint
efforts of RACVIAC, Romanian Ministry of Energy and the
Romanian MFA in organizing this event. The next Energy
Security event planned for 2023 will be hosted by Croatia.

In total, there were more than 35 participants from relevant
ministries and agencies from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo*, North Macedonia, Serbia,
Türkiye, Romania, RACVIAC, and a representative of the
Energy Community Secretariat. During the activity various
guest speakers and experts from different institutions were
included in the sessions (Romanian Ministry of Energy,
Energy Community Secretariat, CONPET S.A.).

Group Photo

Seminar Participants

Visit to Museum of Oil in Ploesti
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Podgorica,  27-29 June 2202

“Regional Workshop on Ammunition
Surveillance”

Due to the significance of the topic, and

following the needs identified during the last

Regional Stockpile Reduction Initiative

(RASR) meeting held in 2019 in Sarajevo,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, RACVIAC and the

South Eastern and Eastern Europe

Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms

and Light Weapons (SEESAC), with expert

support from ITF Enhancing Human Security,

organized a regional workshop titled

“Physical Security and Stockpile

Management - Regional Workshop on

Ammunition Surveillance”.

Nearly 40 participants from the Western Balkans
(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Moldova,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and

Slovenia), the International organizations engaged
in arms control (OSCE, RCC, UNDP, AMAT)

convened at the Workshop, which was organized
in Podgorica, Montenegro on 27-29 June 2022.

The audience included military or civilian experts
dealing with ammunition stockpiles management

issues.

Surplus of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) and
Conventional Ammunition (CA) that has exceeded its shelf
life presents a continued threat. For the past 10 years
RACVIAC has been promoting the Physical Security and
Stockpile Management (PSSM) of arms, ammunitions and
explosives in the South East European region. The main
purpose of these activities has been to train technical
personnel to handle national stockpiles, implementing

In support of building effective national ammunition
surveillance capacities the objective of the
Workshop was to provide an overview of

international standards, good practices examples
and lessons learned relevant to South East Europe.

Ms Bojana Balon, Head of SEESAC, Col Aleksandar
Pantović, Advisor to the Minister of Military Affairs, MoD of
Montenegro, MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Director of RACVIAC
and Ms Jorida Shytaj, Senior Political Advisor, Regional
Cooperation Council, gave their Introductory remarks.

The speakers reflected on the importance of the topic and
the progress made in the Western Balkans in the fight
against illegal possession, misuse and trafficking of SALW
and their ammunition. They welcomed the opportunity of
reunion and in-person discussions after nearly 2 years.
During the Opening remarks it was also noted that there
are current and emerging challenges in this area and the
regional cooperation framework was recognized as an
example of good practice.

operational procedures and exchanging ideas on potential
improvements of security and management, as well as to
introduce the best international practices in PSSM.

Workshop Opening by MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
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On the second day of the Workshop the
participants had an opportunity to visit the POLIEX
Factory in Berane which was established in 1982
as a factory specialized for production of plastic-

military explosives. In order to expand the product
range and to fulfil the market needs, they've started
the production of civil explosives, initial devices, as
well as chemicals. The privately owned-company
also offers training in dismantling procedures for

disposal of surplus of ammunition of the Ministry of
Defence, while their range is used for unexploded

ordnance (UXO) disposal.

The Workshop was evaluated as very successful, achieving
its objectives, and was conducted in a friendly
atmosphere. RACVIAC is thankful to SEESAC for the
excellent partnership. Continuing our fruitful cooperation
on this project is of paramount importance, since this is a
priority topic in the region.

The purpose of Session One was to review the 2020-2021
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e a r e a o f a m m u n i t i o n
lifecycle/surveillance since the last meeting of the
Regional Approach to Stockpile Reduction. The national
delegates provided information on the current situation
and priorities and needs identified in this area in regard to
the international standards. The updates focused on the
elements of the ammunition surveillance system.

Session two was dedicated to the international standards,
good practices and lessons learned. Ms Mojca Kaučič
Škufca (MoD Slovenia) and Mr Andrew Grantham (AMAT)
provided an overview of ammunition surveillance
expertise and good practices in building capacities for
effective ammunition surveillance in South East Europe.

During Session three the participants had the opportunity
to gain an insight into the elements of information
management system for ammunition surveillance through
the presentations of LTC Slaviša Stojiljković (MoD Serbia)
and Mr Zoran Savić (MoD Slovenia)

Visit to POLIEX Factory, Berane

Workshop Participants

CPT Levente Toth, Activity Manager in CSE Pillar, RACVIAC

ACTIVITIES



Mr. Eray Kılıçaslan joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on May 11, 2022 as an intern in CSE
(Cooperative Security Environment) Pillar. He is a junior student of law from a well-known Turkish
university, TOBB Economy and Technology. International Law is the most interesting area of law for him
with the faith in a world, as he says, where not the powerful is right but the right one is powerful. His
passion for international relations and diplomacy is complemented by the saying: “Peace at home, peace
in the world.”

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation has been a perfect opportunity to put theory into practice
and start developing in the field of international relations and diplomacy, he also adds. enjoysEray
reading, writing, investing, collecting and much more...

Ms Sindi Poda joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on May 16, 2022, as an intern in the
Planning and Liaison for South East European Countries Cell. She is currently a student at Rochester
Institute of Technology in Zagreb, Croatia. She is finishing her Bachelor's studies in International
Business. This degree has provided her with the opportunity to explore different career paths in the
business world. Before coming to Croatia she lived and received her education in Canada, Albania,
Greece, and the Czech Republic. She has volunteered for the Albanian embassy's social activities
section and for fundraisers for charities for children with disabilities. There she had the opportunity to
learn about different cultures and gain experience in diplomatic relations.

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation presents a great opportunity for Sindi to continue learning
and putting into practice her experience in the diplomatic field and international relations. In her free
time, Sindi enjoys playing table tennis and outdoor physical activities.

WELCOME
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Ms Kamilla Kovacs joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on June 20, 2022, as an intern in
C-WMD Pillar. She is a student from Hungary, currently completing a BSc in Politics and International
Relations at University College London. As she has an interest in diplomacy and international security
the internship at RACVIAC presents a great opportunity to learn more about International organisations
and gain relevant experience in the field. In her free time she enjoys challenging hikes, reading and
trying new recipes.

Mr Krešimir Galić was posted to RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on 20 June 2022 as
Handyman in the Service Branch. Upon completion of his military career he decided to continue
acquiring his experience in RACVIAC in a slightly different role than the one held before given that his
last position before retirement was that of Driver in RACVIAC Service Branch. In his free time he is a
beekeeper and grows fruits and his great passion is sea fishing. Welcome once again Krešo!

FAREWELL

Mr Darko Fućak was a long-time employee of RACVIAC. He worked as a
Handyman in the Service Branch. After many years of dedicated service, the
time has come to say goodbye to him.

Thanking him for his professional commitment and friendship, RACVIAC
employees wish him all the best in the future!

NEWSLETTER Issue 65



27

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NOTES



Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

linkedin.com/company/racviac


