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Croatian Mine Action Centre                    CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION               REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 

                                                                                     Office of the Director                                 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
                                                                                                                                                          and European Integration 

 

 
OTTAWA CONVENTION SEMINAR 

 
26-29 October 2010, RACVIAC 

 
Rakitje, Stari hrast 53, 10437 Bestovje, Croatia 

 
The purpose of this seminar is to foster dialogue on the implementation of the Anti-Personnel 
Landmine Convention, also known as the Mine Ban Treaty or the Ottawa Convention, on the 
regional level in accordance with the article 6 of the Treaty - International cooperation and 
assistance. 
 
Objectives of the Seminar: 

 To inform the participants on the two key aspects of the Ottawa Convention, the first 
explicitly humanitarian security convention in the world;  

 To further examine and highlight two key aspects of this Convention – its primary 
humanitarian aspect and the obligation of international cooperation and assistance;  

 To examine the present situation, deepen contacts between representatives of various 
national and international organizations and provide the forum for discussion on open 
issues and future prospects. To overview the specified elements of the Ottawa 
Convention, highlighting the most comprehensive and commonly followed rules and 
procedures of its execution; 

 To examine the present situation and inform the participants about the current 
implementation of the Ottawa Convention in SEE; 

 To set an example of security cooperation on national, regional and international level. 
 

DAY ONE:  
 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EUROPEAN INTEGRATION OF  
THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 

 
POLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE 
PROHIBITION OF THE USE, STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION AND TRANSFER 

OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION 
 
 

DAY TIME SUBJECT LOCATION 

Monday, 
25 Oct 

 Arrival of participants  
19.30-21.30 
 

Welcome Buffet Dinner  
(Dress: Jacket & Tie) 

Club Barbara 
RACVIAC 
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Tuesday, 
26 Oct 

09.00-09.40 Opening Ceremony - Welcome Address RACVIAC Director

 
Administrative Briefing/RACVIAC Presentation/Short 
Overview of Program  Course Director 

  

Subsequently, each workshop participant will have a 
“thirty-second opportunity” to introduce her / himself to 
the audience and to highlight personal experiences in 
Ottawa Convention issues as well as to formulate 
expectations to the seminar.  

  09.40-10.00 Group Photo, subsequently Break  
  

 
 
10.00-10.30 

Day One – Political and Humanitarian Aspects 
 
I. ‘‘Understanding the Obligations under the 
Convention’’ 
 
Ms. Dijana Pleština, PhD., Counselor, MFAEI – 
Introduction: Why the Convention? Why is it important? 
(a brief overview on obligations, tasks and implications 
for the State Parties) 

 
 
 

Seminar Room 310
 

  
 
10.30-11.00 

I.1a ‘‘Understanding the Importance and the Utility of 
the Convention’’ 
 
Mr. Taylor Pichette, Junior Programmer Officer of 
Implementation Support Unit, Geneva International 
Centre for Humanitarian Demining 

Seminar Room 310

  
 

11.00-11.30 

I.1a ‘‘Understanding the Importance and the Utility of 
the Convention’’  
 
Mr. Loren Persi, Victim Assistance Specialist, Advocacy 
Adviser, International Campaign to Ban Landmines 
(ICBL) 

Seminar Room 310

 

 
 
11.30-12.00 

I.2. “Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Mine Victims 
and Mine Survivors” 
 
Mr. Tihomir Žiger, PhD., M.D. –Expert of Psychosocial 
Aspects Regarding Assistance, Mine Victims and Mine 
Survivors 

 
 
 
Seminar Room 310

 

 
 
12.00-12.30 

I.3. “Peer Support and Field Work (experience from 
MineAid)” 
 
Ms. Marija Breber, Project Manager of Mine-aid and 
Ms. Mirjana Filipović, President of MineAid and Mine 
Survivor  

 
 
Seminar Room 310

 

 
 
12.30-1300 

I.4. “Case Study (One Survivor’s Experience)” 
 
Ms. Mina Žunac, Cluster Munitions Survivor 

 
 
Seminar Room 310
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13.00-14.00 
 

Lunch 
Barrack’s 
restaurant 

 

 
 
14.00-14.30 
 
 
14.30-15.00 

 
II.1. International Cooperation and Assistance 
Mr. Hans Risser, Senior Advisor and Program Manager 
of UNDP- UNDP’s Experience 
 
Ms. Nataša Uršič, Project Manager for MVA and MRE; 
Ms. Urša Marinšek Šrot, Project Manager for MVA and 
MRE - ITF’s Experience 

 
Seminar Room 310
 
 
Seminar Room 310
 

 

 15.00-15.20 Coffee Break  

 

 
15.20-15.50 
 
 
15.50-16.15 
 
 
 
15.50-16.15 

Mr. Emil Jeremić, NPA’s Regional Representative - 
NPA’s Experience 
 
II.2. Donor’s Experience  
Mr Christopher Zimmer Political Officer, Embassy of 
USA in Zagreb 
 
Mrs Daniella Miller Project Manager, Japan’s Grant 
Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects, 
Embassy of Japan in Zagreb 

 
Seminar Room 310
 
 
Seminar Room 310
 
 
 
Seminar Room 310
 
 

 16.15-16.30 Q&A, Discussion  Seminar Room 310

 

 
19.00-20.30 
 

Dinner 
Barrack’s 
restaurant 

Wednesday, 
27 Oct 

0830 
Departure from RACVIAC  

 

0930-1130 Visit to DOK-ING company 
 
Presentation of Cluster for Humanitarian Demining and 
one of its members with the presentation of their 
Demining Machines 

DOK-ING 
company 

 

 1130 Departure to RACVIAC Participants 

 1300-1430 Lunch  

 

1430-1515 International cooperation and assistance-experiences 
and examples 
 
Mr. Miljenko Vahtarić, Assistant Director of CROMAC  

Seminar Room 310

 15.15-15.30 Coffee Break  

 

1530-1615 International cooperation and assistance- experience 
with international Symposium on humanitarian 
demining and international assistance projects 

Seminar Room 310
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Mr. Nikola Pavković, Director of the Cluster for 
Humanitarian Demining and HCR-CTRO rer from 
CROMAC-CTDT 

 1900-2030 Dinner Barrack’s restaurant

Thursday, 
28 Oct 

 
 
0900-0935 
 
 
 
0935-0950 

Donor’s Experience  
 
Mr. Erol Akdag   Task Manager-Human Rights, 
Minorities, De-Mining and Civil Society,  Delegation of 
the European Union to the Republic of Croatia 
 
Mr. Wolfgang Raschka   Director of Arbeiter-Samariter-
Bund Deutschland e.V. Office in the Republiuc of Croatia  

Seminar Room 310

 

0950-1015 International cooperation-practical experience on 
County level- Karlovac County 
 
Mr. Bernardo Pahor, Karlovac County 

Seminar Room 310

 

1015-1040 International cooperation-practical experience on County 
level- Vukovar-Srijem County 
 
Mr. Zlatko Pavlović, Vukovar County 

Seminar Room 310

 1040-1100 Coffee Break  

 
1100-1145 Presentations by the participants (Mine Action 

Centers) 
Seminar Room 310

 

 
1145-1225 Presentations by the participants (Organizations & 

Countries of SE Region)
Seminar Room 310

 

1225-1300 Mine awareness project financed with international 
sources- Beware of mines picture book 
 
Mrs Vanja Kiseljak, Centre  for Neohumanist studies 
from Karlovac  

Seminar Room 310

 
1300-1400 
 

Lunch Barrack’s restaurant

 

1400-1600 
 
 
 

Participant’s comments, evaluation of the seminar and 
final conclusions –Closing Ceremony 

Seminar Room 310

 
 


