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Date  2nd November 2020 
 
Background   2020 marks the 20th anniversary of the UN Security Council Resolution 
(UNSCR) 1325 on Women, Peace and Security (WPS) which established a powerful 
normative framework to ensure women’s needs, voices and perspectives to prevent, resolve 
and recover from conflict and build sustainable peace. It took more than a decade for its 
instruments to be translated into national policy agendas, including in countries of South 
East Europe (SEE). Since 2000, the agenda has evolved to address different challenges. 
Today it covers a wide range of topics related to gender equality in conflict and post-conflict 
contexts and yet the world is still very much characterized by gender inequalities and 
discrimination against women. Nevertheless, the adoption of UNSCR 1325 and the 
subsequent resolutions means that now there is a strong normative policy framework for 
gender equality as well as different tools in place in peace and security field, like National 
Action Plans, to accelerate implementation at national and local levels. 
 
Purpose and Objectives The purpose of this on-line Conference is to celebrate this ground-
breaking step for gender equality in international peace and security processes and to take 
stock of the achievements and challenges in fully implementing UNSCR 1325 and 
corresponding resolutions both globally and in the countries of SEE in particular. 
Furthermore, the event will offer an opportunity for countries of SEE to share their national 
views and perspectives on progress made and obstacles met in the implementation of the 
Resolution as well as the ways forward.   
 
Participation The target audience is middle and senior level national officials and subject-
matter experts preferably from the security sector institutions, national gender focal points, 
individuals working on gender training within the security sector and other governmental or 
non-governmental organizations involved in gender equality issues. 
 
Methodology The Conference is going to be executed via the on-line platform “Cisco 
WebEx”.  
The working language is English. 
 
POC Mrs. Zrinka SMEH MARTINOVIĆ, SSR Activity Manager, Tel: 00 385 (0)1 333 0 

853, e-mail: zsmartinovic@racviac.org or SSR Pillar group e-mail: 
ssr@racviac.org 
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