
44 representatives from 25 countries met in Bu-
charest, Romania, from 17th to 19th April 2005, for 
the eleventh Meeting of the Multinational Advi-
sory Group (MAG).  
Also present at the meeting were Brig Gen Clau-
dio SAMPAOLO and Ltc Giovanni 
PALUMBO, representatives of OSCE, as well as 
Mr Jiri KALASNIKOV from the Stability Pact for 
SEE WT III.  The Meeting was chaired by Col 
Marin RADU from Romania.  

All MAG member countries were invited to attend 
the meeting in order to discuss, among other 
items, the following:  
 
- Discussion on Manpower issues  
- The future of RACVIAC  
- The issue of the Financing of RACVIAC for  
   2006  
- Nominations for the new MAG Chairperson  
 
Representatives from Spain, Canada, Czech Re-
public, Poland and Ukraine also attended our 
meeting, as observer countries or the countries 
which expressed their interest in RACVIAC, in 
order to consider their future involvement in 
RACVIAC.  
The proposed programme for 2005 was ap-
proved, as well as the budget plan for 2005. 
MAG members accepted the nomination of the 
new Deputy Director/Chief of Staff of RACVIAC, 
Col Rajko DUMANCIC.  
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According to the RACVIAC`s Terms of Refer-
ence, Denmark, as a MAG member became an 
observer country and Poland expressed their 
wish for full membership in MAG. 
Participants also envisaged the possible future 
role of RACVIAC in the field of defence conver-
sion (DC). In that regard, MAG has decided to 
respond positively to the Declaration of the Min-
isters of Defence of the SEECP countries and to 
agree in principle to built on and use existing ca-
pacities of RACVIAC in the field of DC.  
They tasked the Director of RACVIAC to prepare 
a Concept Paper, including all relevant aspects 
concerning the future possible involvement of 
RACVIAC in Defence Conversion issues and 
concluded to hold an extraordinary MAG Meet-
ing in RACVIAC, in the first week of July 2005, 
dedicated primarily to the question of defence 
conversion. 

NATO experts team on Defence  
Conversion visited RACVIAC  

                       RACVIAC Newsletter 

         On 9th March 2005, RACVIAC hosted a 
NATO experts team on Defence Conversion 
(DC), leaded by Mrs. Frederique Jacquemin, 
Senior Defence Economist in NATO Defence 
and Security Economist Directorate, together 
with the four representatives of Croatian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defence. 
         After introducing RACVIAC, the Director of 
RACVIAC acknowledged the idea of possible fu-
ture role of RACVIAC in the field of Defence 
Conversion, but within the framework and to the 
extent acceptable to all MAG members.            
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Col Željko AKRAP 

 
It  has  been a genuine pleasure 
to have our “Chief”, Col Željko 
AKRAP, as a Deputy Director and 
Chief of Staff here in RACVIAC, 
since October 2002. Col. AKRAP 
joined RACVIAC from the G-3 De-
partment of General Staff of the 
Croatian Armed Forces. During his duty he pro-
vided advice to the director regarding all gen-
eral issues related to the overall operation of 
the centre, controlled and supervised the or-
ganization of the entire operation of the centre, 
including basic policy work and maintained con-
tact with the MAG, Croatian government agen-
cies, offices of relevant organizations (OSCE, 
EU, UN, NATO, SEESAC, DCAF, NGO's) and 
the verification agencies of the region. 
His hard work and dedication to the job in hand 
ensured a most successful outcome. He was 
also extremely supportive and has provided as-
sistance to all other staff members, for which 
he was a very popular and well-liked member 
among our international staff. His tour of duty in 
RACVIAC ends  on 1 May 2005.  
We would like to thank our “Chief” for his out-
standing support and guidance of RACVIAC 
and wish him all the best in the future.  
  
 

Col Zoran BOŠKOVIĊ 
 
On the beginning of May 2005 
Col Zoran BOSKOVIC left 
RACVIAC to take his new post 
as a first military attaché of 
S e r b i a  &  M o n t e n e g r o 
accredited in Croatia.   
As a Chief of Planning and Liaison Cell he was 
responsible for collation and evaluation of infor-
mation regarding the political and governmental 
systems of the SEE region, liaison with govern-
ment agencies, verification agencies, offices of 
relevant organisations, planning of future RAC-
VIAC activities, and the analysis of the results 
and conclusions of all RACVIAC activities.  
RACVIAC wishes Col BOSKOVIC all the best 
in the future post which he will surely carry out 
without any problem.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st LT Stjepan TORKORNJAK  
 
After almost  five years of dedi-
cated work, RACVIAC says an 
extremely sad farewell to 1st LT 
Stjepan TORKORNJAK, the very 
last founding member of RAC-
VIAC. Stjepan stared working in 
the Project Group responsible for 
setting up RACVIAC form scratch for its official 
opening  in October 2000.  
He continued his work in RACVIAC as an logistic 
officer in Service Branch. As well as ensuring 
that Service Branch provided RACVIAC with all 
necessary logistic support it required to carry out 
its daily work and activities, participating in reno-
vation of the Hotel “Rakitje” and Officer's club 
“Barbara”, his major task was to oversee the 
complete renovation of the restaurant within the 
barracks. 
We take this opportunity to thank Stjepan for all 
his work and friendship during this time in RAC-
VIAC and wish him every success in the future. 
 
 

1st LT  Shkelqim MEMUSHAJ 
 
At the very beginning of the 2005, 
RACVIAC bid farewell to 1st LT 
Shkelqim MEMUSHAJ, an Alba-
nian representative, who has been 
working as an Course Officer in 
Training and Verification Division 
since January 2003. He studied in Military Acad-
emy in Turkey, for Aeronautics engineer. Af-
ter finishing the Academy he worked as a platoon 
commander. 
We would like to thank Shkelqim for all his work 
and friendship during his time in RACVIAC and 
wish him all the best at his new post as the Adju-
tant of the Air Forces Commander. 

Farewell to members  
of RACVIAC   
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 Visits to RACVIAC   
    

09 Feb —  H.E. Dicle KOPUZ, Turkish  
                  Ambassador to Croatia   
            —  Col. Mehmet ÖZOĞLU, Turkish 
                   Defence Attaché to Croatia    
            —  Col. Kenneth R. STOLWORTHY,  
                  USA Defence Attaché to Croatia 
 
17 Feb —  H.E. François SAINT-PAUL, 
                  French Ambassador to Croatia   
            —  LtC Pierre DESJEUX, French  
                  Defence Attaché to Croatia 
 
08 Mar —  H.E. Arben Cici, Albanian  
                  Ambassador to Croatia   
            —  H.E. Panayotis Baizos, Greek   
                  Ambassador to Croatia  
 
09 Mar — NATO Expert Team on Defence  
                 Conversion  
 
15 Mar — NATO School, Oberammergau   
 
22 Mar — Mr Igor POKAZ, Assistant Minister  
                 of Defence, Croatia    
 
31 Mar — UN DPKO Delegation      
             

RACVIAC Newsle tter  

          
         “We are here at RACVIAC today to focus, 
within this broader context, on Parliamentary 
concerns related to the defence sector. 
         RACVIAC is now a broadly recognized 
‘institution’ in the area of arms control verification 
and, increasingly also, security sector reform in 
SEE, therefore covering areas such as Defence 
Conversion, democratic control of armed forces, 
border management and security, small arms 
and light weapons proliferation issues and other 
broader politico-military issues. 
         RACVIAC has become a real platform for 
dialogue on regional military/ defence 
cooperation, but also succeeded in bringing 
together people from different area of expertise: 
militaries, politicians, parliamentarians, 
journalists and people from NGOs and civil 
society.  
         The Stability Pact renewed at many 
occasions its support to RACVIAC and will 
continue to do so. Together with its partners, the 
Stability Pact is thinking about how to enhance 
the use of RACVIAC in our changing 
environment.  
         Today’s event illustrates in a way what we 
can expect from RACVIAC: dealing with security 
related issues in a much broader scope than the 
military/ defence one. 
         The topic that brings us together today is 
of special importance for the Stability Pact as, in 
a way, it puts together two of our core activities 
          

for this year, i.e. Parliamentary cooperation and 
Defence Conversion.  
         Supporting parliaments in the region and 
establishing functional networks between South 
East Europe’s parliaments thus are priorities for 
the Stability Pact. Security Sector Reform should 
be an integrated process involving government, 
the military and parliament.  
         The Stability Pact is bringing together inter-
national partners to discuss about Defence Con-
version in particular, partners like NATO, IFIs, 
European Commission, DCAF or BICC, but this 
would not a be long-term and a long-lasting proc-
ess without the further support and involvement 
of the Parliaments of the region. 
         I would just like to stress the following: 
RACVIAC and the seminars and conferences or-
ganised here, sometimes with other partners like 
DCAF, are very valuable.  They ensure a better 
coordination, avoid duplication and reinforce the 
coordination between the efforts of many different 
international partners.”  

(an extract from the speech) 

Deputy Special Co-ordinator SP 
Mr. Michael C. Mozur addresses at  
Seminar “Role of the Parliaments in  

Security Sector Reform”  



Page 4 
RACVIAC Newsle tter  

38

26

24

20

18

6
8

53332222

65

3
OSCE RACVIAC

Stability Pact SEESAC

DCAF UN

NATO Defense College NATO

OPCW ICRC Geneva

NATO School (SHAPE) SIPRI

SECI SEDM

SFOR (BA) SEEBRIG

Stability Pact/WT III

PARTICIPATION IN RACVIAC ACTIVITIES 

Total:  165 

22
7

35
0

36
3

50
0

14
7

96 20
2

98 0

38 813
3

10
4

10
6

10
1

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

2000-01 2002 2003 2004 2005

Participants
Lectures
Others

PEOPLE HOSTED  BY RACVIAC (April 2005) 

The RACVIAC Seminar 01/2005 on “Role of 
the Parliaments within Security Sector Re-
form” took place from 31st of January to 3rd of 
February 2005 in Zagreb/Croatia.  
The aim of the seminar was to highlight the 
major role in matters of security in democratic 
states that must be played by the parliament 
as well as to underline why parliamentarians 
should put security sector reform and policy 
high on their political and legislative agenda, 
exercising oversight of the security sector and 
its reform.  
The seminar tried to emphasis the following 
ideas: 

• The challenges for parliamentary oversight 
of the security sector  

• Making oversight democratic- the necessity 
of parliament involvement  

• Roles and responsibilities of Parliament in 
the phases of national security policy-
making  

• National security policy and international 
regulations  

• The role of civil society and the media with 
regard to the security sector  

• The impact of oversight process on the de-
fence planning, defence spending, and 
economic capacity of the state  

• The complementary contribution of Arms 
Control Agreements, Disarmaments, and 
Confidence and Security Building Meas-
ures for the reform of security sector in 
SEE  

Role of the Parliaments in  
Security Sector Reform 

Total: 2543 
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Working group session followed a combination 
of lectures. Question and answers sessions en-
couraged the participants to share their aspects 
concerning security sector reforms. The pro-
ceedings were conducted in English with simul-
taneous translation into Croatian, Serbian, BA 
language. The seminar was designed for parlia-
mentarians and parliamentarian experts/staff as 
well as members of Defence Committees.  
The participants invited to this seminar were as 
following: two, each from Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia, Romania, Ser-
bia&Montenegro, Moldova and Slovenia and 
also one participant from the other MAG coun-
tries and one participant each from DCAF, 
OSCE, Stability Pact and Wassenaar Arrange-
ment. 
After the two-days seminar in RACVIAC, all the 
participants agreed with the necessity for having 
a common approach in the area of security in 
the region. For that, they proposed to have more 
common initiatives in the future, like to develop 
strategies in the security area for common 
threats. Those strategies have to be in the spirit 
of improving the relations between the countries 
in the region and in the meantime to be in the 
same philosophy with the strategy of the main 
international institutions involved in security mat-
ters as UN, NATO and the EU. 

The participants agreed that the process itself 
has to be implemented under the control of the 
Parliament and not only of political groups and 
military leaders. The process should be fully 
transparent for the media, civil society and public 
opinion. The participants welcomed the success-
ful experience of SEEBRIG from the past five 
years and consider it as a good example how 
regional co-operation is possible and may be 
successful, when there is political will and the 
wish to co-operate with each other, sharing the 
responsibilities in the field of Security Sector.  

On two occasions RACVIAC hosted two high-
level meetings: The Meeting of the Military Diplo-
matic Corps (MDC) accredited to Croatia (19th 
January) and The Ambassadors Meeting of 
MAG member countries and countries which ex-
pressed their interest to RACVIAC (16th March). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After introducing RACVIAC and its mission, the 
Director of RACVIAC, brigadier general Sergios 
PAPOTIS, informed the audience what has been 
done so far emphasizing that RACVIAC will con-
tinue with Arms Control issues in future as well 
as with the widened scope of politico-military is-
sues, refocusing it’s target audience on Parlia-
mentarians, politicians, decision makers, journal-
ists, civil society and NGOs. After introductory 
words, Director of RACVIAC opened the discus-
sion on the future role of RACVIAC. 
At the beginning, all participants reemphasized 
the significant role of RACVIAC as a broadly rec-
ognized “institution” in the area of arms control. 
They also welcomed RACVIAC’s refocused ac-
tivities on politico-military issues and security 
sector reform, which is according to RACVIAC`s 
Medium Term Strategy. They continued the dis-
cussion about the possible future role of RAC-
VIAC in the field of Defence Conversion (DC). 
The vision of the future DCC is feasible leaning 
on RACVIAC, within the framework and to the 
extent acceptable to all MAG members. 
All participants are asked to forward the gath-
ered information to their respective countries in 
order to discuss this subject at the 11th MAG 
meeting in Bucharest, Romania in April 2005. 

High Level Meetings  
in RACVIAC  

Mr. George Katsirdakis, Head of Defense Cooperation  
Defence Policy and Planning Division in NATO 



 
 Col  Dragan GOSTOVIĆ       

 
RACVIAC welcomes new Chief of 
Planning and Liaison Cell SEE, Col 
Dragan GOSTOVIĆ from Serbia & 
Montenegro. He was born on 20 
October 1956 in Bečej, Serbia and 
has PhD at the Faculty of Political 
Science, University of Belgrade. His previous duty 
was Chief of the Division for International Military 
Cooperation in MOD S&M. He has finished Ex-
ecutive and Senior Executive Programme in Mar-
shal Centre, Garmischpartenkirchen in Germany. 
He is also married and has three sons.  
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The RACVIAC Training Course C-3 on 
“Inspection/Escort Article IV Course” was held in 
the period from 4th to 15th April 2005.  
The first part of the Course took place in RAC-
VIAC, Rakitje (theoretical phase), from 4th to 9th 
April, and the second part took place in Serbia & 
Montenegro, Kraljevo and Pozega (practical 
phase), from 10th to 15th April. 

  
NEW PEOPLE IN RACVIAC    

 
HELLOS: 

 
Col Rajko DUMANČIĆ 

 
 
Col Rajko DUMANČIĆ, the new 
Deputy Director and Chief of Staff 
joined RACVIAC on 1st May. He was 
born on 1958 in Sutina, BiH and   fin-
ished Low University of Zagreb 
1984. He joined Croatian Armed 
Forces 1990 as the Secretary of the 
Defence Office in Zagreb. During the Homeland 
War, he worked as a secretary and a legal advi-
sor of the Croatian Home Guard Office and as 
Deputy Head of the Department for Military Atta-
ché and Protocol Office.  His previous duty was 
Military Attaché of Republic of Croatia in Hun-
gary. He is married with Marica and has two 
sons and one daughter.    
 
 

Ms Zorica KOČEVSKA 
 
 
RACVIAC   welcomes   Ms  Zorica  
KOČEVSKA from Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, who joined 
the staff as the new Seminar Officer 
in Dialog and Cooperation Division in 
January this year. Zorica came to 
RACVIAC from the Department for Policy, Plan-
ning and International Cooperation in the Mace-
donian MOD. She has a university degree in De-
fentology Studies.   
 
 

1st LT Erjon LEKBELLO  
 
 
ln 5 Jan 2005  1st LT Erjon LEK-
BELLO started his mission in RAC-
VIAC. He finished Military Academy 
in 1998. After the Military Academy, 
he studied history and graduated at 
the university of Tirana in 2002. 
He has been in military career for six years, and 
in that time worked as a platoon commander until 
November 2003. On November 2003 he's been 
nominated Adjutant of Land Forces Commander 
until December 2004.  He is  29 years old, mar-
ried and has one daughter. 

Inspection/Escort  
Dyton Article IV Course 
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           As agreed during the first meeting of the 
Friends of the Chair (FOC) to continue the impor-
tant work of the group, the 2nd Friends of the 
Chair Meeting took place on 4th February 2005 in 
Berlin, Germany. 
A number of important issues were discussed 
during this 2nd FOC Meeting as follows:  

• The future of RACVIAC regarding the Me-
dium Terms Strategy  

• Securing the budget of RACVIAC  
• Rules for and control of the implementa-

tion of RACVIAC budget  
• Further cost saving possibilities 
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The 2nd Friends of the Chair  
Meeting in Berlin 

The initial aim of the course was to prepare des-
ignated individuals to perform duties as inspec-
tors and/or escorts regarding to Dayton Agree-
ment, Article IV (Agreement on Sub-Regional 
Arms Control), and to establish a common ap-
proach to the Agreement in order to ensure mu-
tual behaviour of confidence and transparency 
during the performance of their tasks. 
Twenty participants attended the Course, as fol-
lows: fifteen participants from Dayton signatories 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia & 
Montenegro) and five participants, each from Al-
bania, Germany, Italy, DTRA/USA and Slovenia. 
Ten lecturers participated in this Course: Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (2), Serbia and Montenegro 
(1), Croatia (1), DTRA/USA (1), Germany (1), 
United Kingdom (1), OSCE (2) and France (1). 
  
This Course was planned as a combination of 
the theoretical presentations on the topics of the 
course and the practical exercise of the prepara-
tion and realization of the inspection/escort op-
eration, according to the provisions of Protocol 
on Inspection, Agreement on Sub-Regional 
Arms Control.  

RACVIAC`s PERMANENT STAFF, November 2004. 



Forthcoming events - 2005. 

Main Goals:            ● To emphasize the role of arm control agreements and their impact on stability in SEE  
  
Target Audience:    -  Parliamentarians, Parliamentarian staff,  Academics and Media    

Arms Control Regimes in SEE—an instrument to foster security                                   25 April - 29 April 

Main Goals:           ● To discuss national and regional issues on Disaster Preparedness and Prevention in SEE to  
                                  deepen contacts between representatives of national, regional and international  
                                  organisations, both from civilian and military institutions 
 

Target Audience:   -  Representatives of MOD, MFA, MOI of SEE countries experienced in dealing with CIMIC  
                                  and disaster management  

Disaster Management  - Workshop on CIP                                                                          02 May - 06 May 

Main Goals:           ● To take stocks and share lessons from ongoing programmes in SEE  
                                  (follow up workshop of the 2004 RACVIAC/dcaf WG Meeting)   
 
Target Audience:   -  Staff from MODs, General Staff and Units . 

Demobilisation / Retraining—WG Meeting                                                                          30 May - 03 June 

Main Goals:          ● To share experience, to provide proper theoretical training in planning, organizing and  
                                 executing an Aerial Observation Mission (TBD if an actual flight should be carried out)    
 
Target Audience:  -  Air Force personnel, involved in Open Skies missions, in particular states that recently  
                                 joined or will join the Open Skies Treaty in the near future    

Main Goals:           ● To inform military and civilian personnel from SEE on provisions of the CWC  
 
Target Audience:   -  Staff from MODs, MFAs, MOIs and NGOs 

Chemical Weapons Convention                                                                                             06 June - 10 June  

Main Goals:          ● To inform about methods and to share experience on the control of the budget of security  
                                 and armed forces by parliaments   
 
Target Audience:  -  Parliamentarians, Parliamentarian staff, and Academics   

Democratic Control of Armed Forces                                                                                    11  July - 15 July

             Address: Rakitje, Stari hrast 53, 10 437 Bestovje,  Croatia 
Phone:+385 (01) 333 08 03 ;  Fax:+385 (01) 333 08 09    E-mail::info@racviac.org 

Main Goals:           ●  OHRID Border Process / Meeting of heads of border guards, services and national   
                                   contact points  
 
Target Audience:   -  Staff from MODs, MFAs, MOIs and NGOs                                 

Border Management                                                                                                               27 June - 01 July  

Extraordinary MAG Meeting in RACVIAC                                                                         04 July - 08 July

Open Skies - lessons learned / requirements                                                                         20 June - 24 June 


