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Introduction 
 
The security environment in Europe is 
changing in fundamental ways, including a 
steady growth of security challenges 
emanating from various fields and areas. 
This workshop aimed at exploring this 
phenomenon, with special attention to 
transnational threats (organized crime, 
terrorism), migration, China’s influence in 
the Balkans and hybrid warfare. Moreover, 
this event aimed towards enabling open 
and comprehensive discussions on 
emerging security challenges for NATO 
and EU in South East European region in 
particular. 
 
                                                           
* This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on 

the Kosovo Declaration of Independence (In accordance with Arrangements regarding representation and 

cooperation). 

Due to the pandemic of COVID – 19, the 
Conference was conducted online in 
CISCO WebEx Platform and gathered 
more than 40 participants, coming from 
relevant ministries and agencies of 
Albania (4), Austria (1), Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (4), Croatia (4), Germany (1), 
Greece (1), Montenegro (6), North 
Macedonia (6), Slovenia (2), Serbia (1), 
Turkey (6), Kosovo* (4), and RACVIAC 
Staff (4).  
  
 

Execution 
 

 
Major General (MG) (ret) Jeronim Bazo, Director of RACVIAC 

- Centre for Security Cooperation 
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In his opening speech, RACVIAC Director 
Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo 
welcomed the participants and thanked 
them for taking part in that on-line 
workshop, depicting that the event was 
organized for the first time ever in 
cooperation with the NATO School 
Oberammergau on this very important and 
current topic. MG (ret) Bazo stated that 
“the security environment in Europe is 
changing in fundamental ways and this 
workshop aims at exploring this 
phenomenon, with special attention to 
hybrid warfare, organized crime, 
migration, Russia and China’s influence in 
the Balkans and so on”. 
 
Furthermore, he encouraged participants 
to have an open and comprehensive 
discussion on these emerging security 
challenges for NATO and EU in South 
East European region in particular with our 
current security policy and academic 
experts. 
 

 
Prof Dr. Ralf Roloff, Deputy Dean for Resident Programs, 

College of International and Security Studies  
 

The On-line Workshop started with the 
presentation given by Prof Dr. Ralf Roloff 
from GCMC, who spoke about new 
strategic landscape and the EU-NATO 
relations as an essential partnership. Dr. 
Roloff said that one of the current issues 
was Transatlantic Tensions that slowed 
down NATO-EU cooperation especially in 
the area of defence capability building. 
Another issue is related to the role and the 
nature the EU’s Defence Union will have 
and the way it could impact transatlantic 
bonds. 
 
He concluded saying that NATO and EU 
were essential partners if they overcame 

remaining obstacles and found common 
understanding and that the new Biden’s 
administration represented an opportunity 
for rebuilding these relations and even 
closer NATO-EU cooperation in the 
Balkan region could be expected in the 
future, as one of the region that would be 
focused on.  
 

 
Dr. Vlasta Zekulic, Operations Division, Plans and Operational 

Preparedness at Operations Division, NATO HQ 

 
Dr. Vlasta Zekulic, International Staff from 
NATO HQ, spoke about War by other 
means: countering Hybrid Warfare in SEE. 
She said that there was a variety of Hybrid 
warfare activities that SEE was facing, 
conducted by state or non-state actors to 
keep the region permanently on the cusp 
of destabilization, making it unattractive for 
the West and not suitable for further Euro-
Atlantic integrations. 
 

 
Dr. Valbona Zeneli, Chair of Strategic Initiatives, 

GCMC 

 

Ms. Valbona Zeneli from George C. 
Marshall Center for Security Studies, 
spoke about Good Governance and its 
impact on SEE security. She underlined 
that on EU level, and same matters for 
SEE, there were four areas identified to be 
most vulnerable to corruption: public 
tenders, financing of political parties, 
defence sector industry and friendly 
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business environment and that was the 
existing public perception. 
 

 
Mr Bogdan Živaljević, International Cooperation Officer, 

Frontex HQ Warsaw 

Work of Frontex, the European Border and 

Coast Guard Agency in managing 

migration crisis, with special focus on 

South East European countries that 

serves mostly as a transit route for 

migrants on their way to EU, and future 

priorities were presented by Mr Bogdan 

Živaljević, from Frontex HQ Warsaw. 

He said that there were more than 17 000 

migrants already present in the Balkans 

and also new arrivals, as a result of a 

presence of 120 000 migrants / refugees 

on the islands and the Greek mainland, as 

estimated by UNHCR. 

 

Conclusions 
 

This workshop has been a successful 
event as it reviewed the newest 
geopolitical shifts and resulting European 
and national security issues in view of the 
existing Euro-Atlantic integration 
processes. The workshop has covered a 
wide variety of topics, starting from NATO 
– EU Relationship, War by other means: 
Countering Hybrid Warfare in SEE; Good 
governance and the impact on SEE 
security; Managing migration crisis: 
Frontex on stage, China’s growing 

influence in SEE: the alliance in danger? 
to Security Implications by Organized 
Crime, Terrorism and Trafficking. 
 
The main intent of this workshop was to 
provide participants dealing with 
Transatlantic Security challenges and their 
implication in SEE region with maximum 
amount of information about the novelties 
that are coming to the region and to help 
them understand the recent/ new changes 
introduced here. The workshop ended with 
conclusion that we live in a new world of 
competition of great powers.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


