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Introduction 

Since 2002 RACVIAC has been organizing 
courses on the Treaty on Open Skies 
(OST). These courses have become some 
of the most distinctive RACVIAC products 
with an essential role in supporting further 
confidence and security building in the 
region. In 2020 RACVIAC cooperated 
closely with the Ministry of Defence of 
Hungary and the MoDs of some other 
Members/Associate Members in order to 
execute a successful Course in the special 
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Federal Republic of Germany also 
supported the event financially. 

The main purpose of the course was to train 
personnel from SEE countries to plan, 
organize and execute an Aerial Observation 
Mission based on the provisions of the 
OST, thus increasing the administrative 
capacity in the field of security cooperation. 
 

Aims and Objectives 

The primary aim of the Course was to 
provide the participants with a strong 

theoretical foundation with regard to the 
Treaty as well as to deepen their knowledge 
about some more practical implementation 
related issues. 

The objectives of the course were: 

 

 to provide an introduction to participants 
concerning Arms Control in general; 

 to recall the historical background and 
the development of the OST as well as 
to put it into the wider context of Arms 
Control; 

 to provide the participants with 
information about the current situation in 
the development and implementation of 
the OST; 

 to overview the specified elements of 
the OST, highlighting the most 
comprehensive and commonly followed 
rules and procedures of its execution; 

 to enable participants to prepare and 
conduct mission planning (in 
accordance with the OST); 

 to deepen contacts and build trust and 
confidence between the representatives 
of national organizations and agencies 
engaged in Arms Control and/or 
security- and confidence-building 
measures; 

 to increase transparency in the field of 
security cooperation among SEE 
countries. 
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Execution 

This year the Course addressed the issue 
of OST primarily from a theoretical point of 
view but included some practical planning 
aspects as well. 

Opening the Course on behalf of RACVIAC, 
Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo Director 
of RACVIAC, pointed out that the Open 
Skies Treaty has been one of the most 
important and effective military-political 
tools aimed at building trust and increasing 
transparency worldwide. The Treaty, 
together with the Vienna Document, has 
gained a newfound relevance in the recent 
decades and years.  

The first day of the Course was devoted to 
the more comprehensive issue of non-
proliferation and the wider area of arms 
control in order to put the topic of the Open 
Skies Treaty into context. This included 
inter alia an insight concerning the state of 
affairs of arms control and CSBMs as well 
as the historical background and role of the 
OST. Information was also shared about 
the recent 4th OS Review Conference which 
took place 7-9 October 2020 in Vienna. By 
the end of the day, the participants were 
introduced to the basics of the Open Skies 
Treaty.  

Following the theoretical basis the 
participants were provided with on the first 
day, the second day aimed at digging 
deeper into the details concerning the 
Treaty – still staying on the theoretical level. 
The presentations got more specific as the 
course went by, including Open Skies quota 
(quota distribution); OS notifications, 
formats; certification, pre-flight inspection, 
demo flight, platforms/sensor suits; 
introduction of various OS platforms and 
sensor suits; technical challenges. 

The final, closing day of the Course was 
focusing on the expert-level planning 
issues: the preparation of an OS mission in 
theory including topics like film processing, 
duplication, access to information, the issue 
of digitalization; meteo-briefing; mission 
planning (basic information and 
considerations) and mission rundown. 

 

 
 
Opening remarks by Major General Jeronim Bazo 

Director of RACVIAC 

 
The activity was conducted with the 
contribution of excellent lecturers from 
Croatia, Germany (including Germany’s 
Mission to the OSCE) and Hungary and has 
gathered altogether 45 participants from 11 
countries. It was mainly attended by 
personnel from ministries of defence, 
national defence forces and verification 
agencies. Both senior and junior military as 
well as civilian personnel dealing with OST 
took part in the event.  
 
 

 
 

Conclusion 

 

On the basis of the feedback received from 
the participants after the event, the Course 
has been considered very successful in 
achieving its objectives. The highly 
professional lectures as well as the 
extremely keen participants have 
contributed to the excellent outcome.

                                     Compiled by Ms Beáta Varga, AM, CSE Pillar 
                                                   RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation

 
RACVIAC - CENTRE FOR SECURITY 

COOPERATION 

 at 

www.racviac.org  

http://www.racviac.org/

