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Introduction

The Conference was held on 9 December
2020 in an online format. The purpose of this
event was to inform and familiarize a wider
audience on the Sub Regional Arms Control
Agreement in the context of its relevance to
the region and the parties' responses to
implementation issues due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

This year due to the outbreak of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the ‘Dayton Article IV Course’
that was supposed to take place in March
2020 in Montenegro, has not been
organized. However, as the states parties to
the Sub Regional Arms Control Agreement
want to keep the focus within RACVIAC on
the Agreement as well as the recent
developments on arms control in Europe, it
had been proposed to hold a one-day
conference in VTC format on Conventional
Arms Control in Europe with focus on Sub
Regional Arms Control Agreement. Since
the next year marks the 25" anniversary of
the signing of the Agreement, our intention
was to use this opportunity to discuss how
the Sub Regional Arms Control Agreement
can serve as a good model for regional
response on  conventional  security
challenges.

The Conference was attended by 37
participants altogether, lecturers, speakers

and RACVIAC staff. The participants came
from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Germany, Montenegro, North
Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey, OSCE and
SEEBRIG.

Execution

The Conference started with the welcome
address by Major General (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo, RACVIAC Director. Major General
(ret) Bazo emphasized: “As the only
organization providing training for future
Sub-Regional Arms Control inspectors with
a practical part, RACVIAC has conducted 24
Dayton Article IV Orientation Courses and
trained more than 500 military officers over
the last 20 years, which also confirms the
Signatories’ good cooperation and alignment
to the Agreement. Having in mind that this
year marks the 25" anniversary of the
Dayton Peace Agreement, and the next year
marks the 25" anniversary of the Sub-
Regional Arms Control Agreement (Article
IV, Annex 1-B to the Dayton Agreement), we
wanted to organize this particular
Conference to mark both special occasions
as well as to underline the relevance of this
Agreement in enhancing regional stability,
transparency and trust in the SEE.”

After Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, Mr
Ante Baci¢, envoy of the Speaker of the
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Croatian Parliament, Member of Defense
Committee addressed the audience with his
opening remarks.

Mr Ante Baci¢ elaborated on Security
Challenges in the European Union, including
South Eastern Europe, and he underlined
that the Sub Regional Arms Control
Agreement as one of the most effective
agreements of its kind in the region has
made a great contribution to the post conflict
recovery of this part of South Eastern
Europe, establishing military balance among
states. Its successful implementation over
almost a quarter century can provide a
useful contribution to the international
community’s efforts to establish similar
mechanisms in the existing crisis areas in
Europe and beyond.
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The Conference was divided into two panels.
The first panel focused on current security
challenges/Relevance of  Sub-Regional
Arms Control Agreement in relation to
modern security challenges.

The first presenter of the first panel was Mr
Robin Mossinkoff, Head of FSC Support
Centre, OSCE. Mr Robin Mossinkoff
delivered a comprehensive presentation
about the importance of the Agreement and
the role of the OSCE. During his
presentation he provided detailed
information about the OSCE role in the
Agreement from 1996 till today and how
OSCE, CPC and FSC mandate and support
State Parties for the implementation of the
Agreement. He also stressed the lessons
learned from Dayton IV Agreement, how it
worked at the beginning and now and how it

could serve as a model for other post conflict
zones.

Mr Robin Mossinkoff’'s presentation was
followed by Mr Momir Braji¢, Minister
Counsellor, Head of Department for NATO
and PfP, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, who provided an
introduction on Sub-Regional Arms Control
Agreement: Response to COVID-19. He
said that due to worsening health situation
because of COVID-19 pandemic the State
Parties decided to hold Sub Regional
Consultative Commission meetings virtually
and continue the exchange of information
among the parties. Also, they made a
decision by consensus to suspend
inspections during 2020. Despite the
situation, States Parties intensified contacts
on video platform to find the best way to
overcome this crisis with the aim of
amplifying military transparency and level of
trust among the Parties.

The first panel closed with the presentation
by BG Peter Braunstein, Director of the
German Verification Center. BG Peter
Braunstein delivered a presentation about
Lessons ldentified with the resumption of
Arms Control Activities under COVID 19.
BG Braunstain guided the participants by
providing detailed examples how BwVc
achieved resuming verification activities
under COVID-19 and as an example he
provided the details about the verification
and trainings activities they had conducted
during 2020, which also provided an
effective model for all participants as to how
to pursue arms control missions under
current circumstances.

The second panel of the Conference was
devoted to the Sub-Regional Arms Control
Agreement — yesterday, today and
tomorrow. The first presenter of the second
panel was Mr Momir Braji¢, Minister
Counsellor, Head of Department for NATO
and PfP, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. In his presentation he
focused on the Signing of the Agreement
and provided an elaborate information about
the historical background of Dayton Accords
and Dayton Article IV Agreement.

He was followed by Mr Igor KuZelka, Minister
Counsellor, Head of the Department for
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CSDP, Security Challenges and Arms
Control, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Serbia. He provided a detailed
overview about the Implementation of the
Agreement and the role of the OSCE and
Contact Group Countries. He also
emphasised that during the implementation
of Sub-Regional Arms Control Agreement in
more than 20 years, around 10,000 pieces of
arms were destroyed, more than 700
inspections and 130 reduction inspections
have been conducted, a number of
inspection quotas have been reduced and
about 1300 assistants provided by OSCE
Contributing States  supported the
verification of the Agreement.

Next, Ms Helena Vizi, First Secretary,
Directorate General for Multilateral Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro,
made a presentation on Regional ownership
of the Agreement. In the course of her
presentation, she provided a detailed
explanation about the process of handover
of the responsibility of implementation of the
Sub Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article
IV) Agreement from OSCE to the State
Parties, which thus became regionally
owned.

The last presentation of the panel made by
Ms Svjetlana Simigi¢, Head of Arms Control
Division, Ministry of Defence of the Republic
of Croatia, was about the Future of the
Agreement. Ms Simigi¢ drew attention to the
emerging new threats and modern security
challenges in the area of national security,
their possible effects on verification and
implementation, how regional states and
international organisations may respond to
these challenges and how these threats may
affect the future of the Agreement. In her
presentation she underlined that the so
called arms race in the region, usually
mentioned in the various media, was simply
not true, given the fact that all of the
signatory countries were well below the

armament  ceilings allowed by the
Agreement.

Conclusion

The Conference was a successful ground-
breaking online event in the realm of Sub
Regional Arms Control (Dayton Article 1V)
Agreement. The excellent speakers raising
thought-provoking topics highly contributed
to the success of the event. Diverse
audience, coming from both military and
civilian sector, granted us the opportunity to
talk about different aspects of the
Agreement. The conclusion the audience
was left with was that this Agreement, once
a tool in a post conflict area, now has
outgrown itself and can serve as an excellent
example for other areas where there is a
need for enhancing confidence and security
building measures, as was the case in the
SEE Region, where mutual trust and stability
in the arms control domain was established.
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