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For the 20th Anniversary of RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation we have received many
congratulatory messages from our Members and partner organizations. First to congratulate RACVIAC
on its achievements was Minister of Defence of the Republic of Croatia, Mr Mario Banožić.

"As a co-founder and host country, the Republic of Croatia has been involved in its work since the very
beginning. Over the last two decades RACVIAC, originally founded to deal with Arms Control issues,
has been able to transform itself into a Centre for Security Cooperation providing its members with a
unique possibility for effective interaction, education and exchange of knowledge and experience on
security matters”, said Minister Banožić, in his congratulatory message.

The whole Minister's letter is available on our web site:

Congratulatory Messages for

www.racviac.org/news/index.html.

Mr Predrag Bošković, Minister of Defence of Montenegro, congratulated RACVIAC on the 20th
Anniversary saying: "This anniversary is a confirmation of success RACVIAC has achieved as a unique
regional organization, creating a platform for countries to build up capacities to face joint threats and
challenges and overcome them by united efforts and solidarity."

The Minister's video message is available on our website:

www.racviac.org/news/index.html.

"Over the past two decades, RACVIAC has established itself as a unique regional platform for
discussion of current security issues among professionals from across the security sector, including
academia and civil society. The Marshall Center extends its congratulations on the occasion of
RACVIAC's twentieth anniversary and looks forward to further partnership for many years to come." Dr
Andrew A. Michta, Dean, College of International and Security Studies, George C. Marshall European
Center for Security Studies.
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"Undoubtedly, the SEE region would not be the same without RACVIAC and its commitment to
supporting confidence building, democratization processes and enhancing security dialogue and
cooperation." David Musgrave, DTRA's Deputy Director.

The video message is available on our web site:

www.racviac.org/news/index.html

"When RACVIAC was founded, the situation in the region was pretty much different. There was a lot of
work on the ground trying to overcome post-war situation. Nowadays, we are facing very different
challenges, maybe even more challenging, especially in this region of the world, the South East Europe
and the Western Balkans." Holger Heibach, Head of KAS Office Croatia and Slovenia.

The video message is available on our web site:

www.racviac.org/news/index.html
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"The OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina is proud of its longstanding partnership with RACVIAC –
Centre for Security Co-operation. Our partnership has included numerous and diverse efforts to
address contemporary security and defence challenges. Over the past 20 years, the Centre has
become an indispensable forum for regional co-operation, dialogue and knowledge exchange. It is
now an essential actor in building confidence and increasing stability in South East Europe." - OSCE
Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina

"RAI and RACVIAC are two regional organizations that share the same objectives and values and
facilitate the integration process through stepping up the pace of reforms. Since 2014, RAI and
RACVIAC have built a strong partnership and cooperation through organizing conferences and annual
regional workshops on specific anti-corruption and integrity topics with multi-disciplinary approach,
with the focus on leadership commitment, as a prerequisite for promoting public confidence and trust
in the defence sector. " Mr VladanJoksimović, Head of Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI)

"We highly value the consistent efforts of RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation as an important
international security organization in South Eastern Europe in further fostering the dialogue and
strengthening and enhancing the regional cooperation. The SEDM-CC/PMSC Secretariat is honoured
to have been cooperating with RACVIAC for 20 years and firmly believes that our cooperation will
continue to increase toward our common security goals." Sindi Kovaçi, SEDM-CC/PMSC Secretariat,
Albanian Chairmanship

"The RACVIAC idea of the common exchange of knowledge and bringing people together for a
peaceful future is a unique initiative in Europe. Supporting the RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation in the framework of transnational water management and flood protection is a not only a
duty for us, it is an honour to be part of this network. We congratulate the RACVIAC partners and all its
members for the achieved work over 20 years of cooperative liaison – and are looking forward to a
continuous successful cooperation." - Martin Angelmaier, Head of Department of Water Management.
Office of the Lower Austrian Federal Government

"For many years the Austrian National Defence Academy has had the honour and privilege of
cooperating with RACVIAC. We would like to wish you all the best for the coming years and look forward
to our continued cooperation." Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna

"Centre for Security Cooperation is a trustworthy member of European Security and Defence College's
network. Throughout the years, it has successfully conducted its mission to provide quality courses.
By building bridges between different countries and regions, it fulfils the goal to enhance the
educational environment & standards in security-related issues. Happy 20th Anniversary!" On behalf
of ESDC Secretariat, Dr. Georgică Panfil, Training Manager

RACVIAC 20 Anniversaryth

20 Anniversary of RACVIACth
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MAG POCs Meeting held in RACVIAC

As a preparation for the MAG Meeting scheduled for 20
October 2020, the Meeting of Points of Contact of
Multinational Advisory Group, Steering Committee of
RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation, was held on-
line on 29 September 2020.

The purpose of the Meeting was to discuss and coordinate
details related to the inputs received from RACVIAC
Members and partner organizations regarding the
proposed draft of Programme 2021 as well as the draft of
the Strategy 2021-2026.

Opening the meeting, RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo welcomed the representatives from Members and
Associate Members saying that the Centre greatly
appreciated their outstanding support and cooperation,
especially in the challenging circumstances caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. He underlined that the Centre put a
lot of efforts into adapting to the situation and
implementing RACVIAC Programme as much as possible.

The meeting began with a presentation of the final draft of
the Strategy 2021-2026, a key document that frames the
future development of RACVIAC and defines the main
priority areas on which the organization will focus in the
forthcoming period.

In continuation, the Programme Managers provided
information on the draft Programme 2021 as well as some
additional proposals and remarks received via the
Questionnaire regarding specific requests and aspects of
participation by RACVIAC respective Members, Associate
Members and partners.

In addition, some details regarding Programme and
budget were clarified during the meeting, resulting in a
more precise and concrete draft Programme 2021 that will
be presented for the approval at the MAG Meeting in
October 2020.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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The 44th Meeting of the Multinational Advisory Group (MAG),
RACVIAC steering body, gathering representatives of
Members, Associate Members, Observers, participants and
partners, took place on-line on 20 October 2020.

The Meeting was organized under the chairmanship of
Montenegro and was chaired by Major General Rajko Pešić,
Defence Policy and Planning Director, Ministry of Defence of
Montenegro.

The Meeting started with a brief presentation of the
Director's Interim Report, given by the Director of RACVIAC,
MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo, who highlighted: “This is a
completely unusual year for all of us. The pandemic outbreak
has made our life more complicated and finding the right
solution to this situation is still impossible. This new reality
poses not only significant risk to public health but also to our
national security. The economic and financial drop, the
political instability, the crisis in conflict areas and
relationships within the international arena are some of the
factors that may impact national, regional and international
security environment.” Emphasizing the most significant
achievements of RACVIAC work in the first eight months of
2020, Director Bazo said: “The activities were successfully
accomplished, greatly owing to the excellent cooperation
we have had with our partners and I take the opportunity to
express our appreciation to all of them for their great
contribution that has been a real benefit to the performance
of our Centre.” He also added: “In order to remain a unique
regional platform for security cooperation in SEE, it is
obvious that RACVIAC has to adapt its working concept and
methods to the new reality.”

As RACVIAC marked its 20th Anniversary on 20 October
2020, MG (ret.) Bazo took the opportunity to express his
deepest appreciation for the ongoing support and valuable

engagement of all RACVIAC Members, Associate Members,
Observers, participants and partners to the success of the
Centre over the past 20 years. He said that on that occasion
a Ceremony had been planned to be held on 23rd October
2020, under the auspices of the President of the Republic of
Croatia H.E. Zoran Milanović, but due to the situation and
restrictions it was postponed for better and safer times.

Pursuant to the Meeting Agenda, RACVIAC Programme and
Activity Managers and C-WMD network leader gave
presentations with regard to the realization of the
Programme in 2020 and plans for 2021.

Next, the RACVIAC Operations Manager informed the MAG
representatives about the current personnel situation in the
Centre and renewed the call to send qualified personnel,
especially those Members that are not represented in
RACVIAC.

In addition, Chief of Admin and Finance Cell briefed the MAG
participants on the realization of the RACVIAC Budget for
2020 and financial projections for the future.

The last briefing was related to the new RACVIAC Strategy
2021-2026 and provided detailed information about the
final draft.

At the end of the Meeting, MAG approved Mr Dragan Nikolić,
State Secretary in the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of
North Macedonia, as the new MAG Chairperson.

Taking into account that consensus of Members was
reached for all activities proposed for 2021, MAG approved
the Programme 2021 and adopted the Strategy 2021-2026.

Last but not least, a Monograph of the history and the
achievements of RACVIAC over the past 20 years and a short
video were presented. It can be found at: www.racviac.org

44 MAGth

Meeting

held on-line

MAG



8

Four ambassadors paid an informal visit to RACVIAC

Four Ambassadors, H.E. Riza Poda, the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Albania, H.E. Peter Susko, the Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republic, H.E. Andrew
Stuart Dalgleish, the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and H.E. Robert Kohorst, the

Ambassador of the United States of America to the
Republic of Croatia, paid an informal visit to RACVIAC
yesterday.

The guests were welcomed by RACVIAC Director MG (ret.)
Jeronim Bazo and Deputy Director MG Slaven Zdilar.

During the informal discussion several questions related to
RACVIAC Programme of activities and some ongoing and
future projects were raised.

MG (ret.) Bazo also took the opportunity to express his
appreciation for the support that these countries have
provided to the Centre so far but also for their readiness to
intensify mutual cooperation in the future.

It is worth mentioning that these four countries do not
have the same membership status in RACVIAC: the
Republic of Albania is a Member, United Kingdom is an
Associate Member while Slovak Republic and the United
States of America are Observer countries.

RACVIAC donates personal
protective equipment to
local dispensaries
In view of the long-standing good relations and wishing to
continue RACVIAC's support to local and wider
community, especially during the outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic and exposure of medical personnel to the
infection by COVID-19 virus, RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation Director Major General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
made a donation on behalf of RACVIAC of personal
protective equipment to the dispensaries located in the
City of Sveta Nedelja.

Presenting the donation, General Bazo said it was an act
symbolising the Centre's closeness to local community as
well as a modest contribution to the fight against
coronavirus in the RACVIAC's host country, the Republic of
Croatia. He continued by saying that with this protective
equipment the Centre would like to make the daily life of
the medical personnel safer in these demanding
circumstances and support them in their fight against the
pandemic. He emphasized that through being close to the
local community RACVIAC is once more proving its
commitment to its main mission of fostering dialogue and
cooperation in the wider SEE region. General Bazo also

underlined that in time of crisis cooperation, dialogue and
solidarity are even more important than usually. He added
that, since its establishment in 2000, RACVIAC has been
continuously committed to the local community and to
supporting those in need.

The donation was received by the Head of Zagreb County
Health Centre Većeslav Bergman, M.D. who said: “The fight
against coronavirus is not finished yet, as the second wave
is expected in autumn. This donation is an evidence that
there are people who think of us and who are ready to
support us. We appreciate it very much”, he concluded.

Deputy Mayor of the City of Sveta Nedelja, Ms Marija Hršak,
also attended the handover of the donation and on behalf
of the Mayor expressed her appreciation of the continuous
support RACVIAC is providing to local community.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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SEDM-CC and PMSC Meetings held
The 43rd SEDM-CC and 44th PMSC
Meetings of the SEDM Initiative were
held under the Albanian Chairmanship
via videoconference on 23 and 24
September 2020, due to COVID-19
pandemic restrictions.

RACVIAC Planning and Liaison Officer
for South East Europe and Regional
Organizations Ms Kloalda Kamberi
attended the Meeting on behalf of
RACVIAC.

Representat ives from 13 SEDM
m e m b e r n a t i o n s , S E E B R I G ' s
Commander and representatives from
other international and regional
organizations such as NATO, UNDP
SEESAC and RCC participated in the
meetings, chaired by H.E. Mr. Petro KOÇI, the Chairman of the SEDM-CC/PMSC Secretariat/ Deputy Minister of Defence.

The Meetings were focused on the developments of the projects, the achievements obtained within the SEDM process as
well as SEEBRIG activities and future plans.

Croatian Defence Academy Commandant visits RACVIAC
On 23 September 2020, Commandant of the Croatian
Defence Academy ”Dr. FranjoTuđman” Lieutenant General
Mate Pađen visited RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation.

General Pađen was received by RACVIAC Director MG (ret.)
Jeronim Bazo and Deputy Director MG Slaven Zdilar.

After a short briefing on RACVIAC history, mission and
accomplishments of the Centre Director Bazo provided
further explanations related to the nature, aim and
outcomes of RACVIAC Programme of activities,
emphasizing that apart from promoting dialogue and
cooperation between the SEE countries, networking has
always been a very important aspect of RACVIAC overall
aims in order to exchange information and harmonize
practices and procedures.

MG (ret.) Bazo also took the opportunity to express his
appreciation to General Pađen regarding the readiness of
the Croatian Defence Academy to support some of the
forthcoming RACVIAC activities related to Strategic
Communication in Crisis, as well as to intensify mutual
cooperation in the future.

In continuation more detailed aspects of future
cooperation that will contribute to a safe and stable South
East European region were discussed.

NEWS
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RACVIAC Director and Deputy Director

met with the Croatian CHOD
On 24 September 2020 RACVIAC Director MG (ret.)
Jeronim Bazo and Deputy Director MG Slaven Zdilar paid a
visit to the Chief of General Staff of the Croatian Armed
Forces Admiral Robert Hranj.

At the beginning MG (ret.) Bazo expressed his appreciation
on behalf of the Organization for the constant and
invaluable support that Croatia has been providing to
RACVIAC since its inception in 2000. He emphasized that
this year marks the 20th Anniversary of the Centre and
availed himself of the opportunity to underline that
RACVIAC will continue to be fully committed to its mission
of fostering security dialogue and cooperation and
supporting the SEE countries' full membership in Euro-
Atlantic institutions.

In continuation, possibilities for more intensive
cooperation between Croatian Armed Forces and
RACVIAC were discussed.

RACVIAC Director attends SEDM Ministerial Meeting
RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo attended the
South-Eastern Europe Defence Ministerial (SEDM) meeting
on 14th October 2020, via Video Teleconference.

Deputy Ministers of Defence/representatives from 13
SEDM Nations, SEEBRIG Commander, RCC and UNDP
SEESAC also participated in
the Meet ing cha i red by
Deputy Minister of Defence of
Albania/Chairman of SEDM-
CC/PMSC Secretariat, H.E. Mr.
Pe t ro Ko ç i a n d D e p u t y
Minister of National Defence
of Greece H.E. Mr. Alkiviadis
Stefanis.

In the beginn ing , SEDM
Chairman addressed the
impact and the challenges
posed by COVID-19 virus as a
global health crisis and gave a
rundown on the latest developments on SEDM-CC Projects
and PMSC activities since the last SEDM Ministerial
Meeting, highlighting the achievements obtained within
the SEDM process under the Albanian Chairmanship.

In continuation, COMSEEBRIG Brigadier General Aristeidis
Iliopoulos gave an update on SEEBRIG's activities since the
last SEDM Ministerial meeting and presented the

documents to be approved by Deputy Ministers of Defence
of MPFSEE Nations.

Deputy Ministers of Defence and representatives from
SEDM Nations welcomed the achievements of SEEBRIG
and acknowledged the contribution of this Brigade as an

important tool for promoting regional security, stability,
cooperation and fostering good neighbourly relations
among countries in the region.

SEDM nation's representatives expressed their views of
the future of SEDM Initiative and underlined that SEDM
Initiative has strengthened the relations between the
countries and has contributed to their efforts for a
common European and Euro-Atlantic future.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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The representatives reiterated their commitment to
further strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of this
initiative through increased co-operation between
member nations and through specific projects within this
initiative.

Through its Programme, RACVIAC has been and will
continue contributing to the entire efforts of the
international community in addressing and giving

solutions to the current threats and challenges in SEE
region, said RACVIAC Director MG (ret.) Jeronim Bazo
addressing the participants and underlined that 2020
marked the 20th Anniversary of RACVIAC existence and 20
years of fostering dialogue and cooperation in SEE.

At the end, the Deputy Ministers of Defence /
representatives approved the “Joint Statement” of the
Ministers of Defence of the SEDM member nations.

RACVIAC attends Female Leaders in Security and
Defence Conference

On 5 November 2020, the Ministry of Defence of Romania,
as host nation of Female Leaders in Security and Defence
(FLSD) Project, organized the International Conference
Gender equality - 20 years after the adoption of UN Security

Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security -

the impact on the security and defence sector in order to
promote the gender dimension.

The event, organized via use of SEDM videoconference
system, took place under the auspices of the Process of
Meetings of Defence Ministers of Southeast Europe (SEDM)
and was part of the set of actions undertaken by Bucharest
as a nation-leader to further develop the project "Women
Leaders in the Field of Security and Defence”.

RACVIAC staff members Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović and
Major Marija Čičak attended the Conference together with
the national representatives from SEDM Member
countries, NATO, and UNDP SEESAC.

Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović presented RACVIAC
achievements in support of the implementation of gender
perspective in SEE region, underlining the importance of
the Gender Training of the Trainers Course which the
Centre has been organizing since 2014 in partnership with
the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations and the
Croatian Armed Forces.

NEWS
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On-line Symposium on Current Issues in
Arms Control and Nuclear Non-proliferation

Arms Control Symposium was 10th event in a

series of activities aimed to annually review

the recent developments in the ever-changing

political and security arena and consider future

developments and challenges in the arms

control domain, on the regional and global

scale.
This year it aimed to examine the recent and

future challenges in the arms control domain

in general as well as from a regional point of

view and recent trends and developments in

the area of nuclear non-proliferation.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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Disarmament and non-proliferation arre very much

interlinked and dialogue is a must. Unfortunately, the

COVID-19 pandemic has set back the dialogue and

there is currently “very little appetite for

disarmament”.

C-WMD Phase Two Strategic Context On-line Workshop-
21-24 September 2020

The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction

(C-WMD) Network entered its Phase II at the

beginning of 2020.
C-WMD Network's Phase II is aimed at

enhancing regional ownership over the C-WMD

Network and developing four regional projects:

Regional C-WMD Risk Atlas, Common

Approach to Bio-security and the Malicious

Use of Life Sciences, Regional Dual-Use and

Emerging Technologies Hub and Annual Trends

Assessment Conference. Each of the projects

is led by one of the 10 countries which

participate in Phase II.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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So far, C-WMD Network has recognized four regional

projects: development of a Regional C-WMD Risk Atlas

led by North Macedonia; creation of a Common

Approach to Bio-Security and the Malicious Use of Life

Sciences led by Romania; creating a Regional Dual-

Use and Emerging Technologies Hub led by Croatia,

Montenegro and Kosovo*; and organizing Annual

Trends Assessment Conference project led by Bosnia

and Herzegovina.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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*  This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence

RACVIAC C-WMD Network has organized thirteen

workshops and conferences in the last five years, and

gathered more than 150 experts involved in the C-

WMD field.

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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Role of Human Resources Management
during and after COVID-19

17

The Human Resources Management (HRM)

with its core responsibility to support people

and organizations has probably become an

even more crucial function in the COVID-19

situation. And even though the responsibilities

of HRM professionals have not changed

completely, priorities have shifted. After the

initial shock of the COVID-19 crisis it has

become obvious that the usual way of doing

business cannot be continued.
That was the reason for RACVIAC to continue

with its HRM series of activities but focusing

exclusively on effective HRM during ongoing

pandemic.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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Since it is impossible to predict the consequences of

the crisis that is not over yet – and we do not know

when it will be - we need to prepare for a different

world even though we are not really sure what it will

look like.
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Health and safety of workers, keeping business

continuity, managing costs, engagement in

crisis response, and supporting leadership to

listen, facilitate, communicate and adapt quickly

will be the next priorities on the agenda of HR

experts.

Conference on the 20 Anniversary ofth

UNSCR 1325

2020 marks the 20th anniversary of UN

Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women,

Peace and Security and as with any

anniversary, the question arises: how much

has been achieved in those 20 years?
In the two decades since the WPS Agenda

began, there has been an increasing number of

women at the table when decisions were being

made, and increasing numbers of women in

security sector institutions. Achieving the goals

of the WPS Agenda ultimately requires a

fundamental transformation in the

organizational culture.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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*  This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence

The values that we stand for (democracy,
human rights, rule of law) cannot be achieved

only by one gender.

To achieve the goals of the WPS agenda
there is a need to shift the focus from “why”

to “how”, in which a responsive and
committed leadership plays a crucial role.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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TheoreticalpartofOpenSkiesCourseheld
3-5 November 2020

The Open Skies Treaty, developed during the

last years of the Cold War as a mechanism to

increase transparency between NATO and the

Warsaw Pact, represents one of the most

important and effective military-political

instruments aimed at building trust and

increasing transparency.
Since 2002 RACVIAC has been organizing

courses on the Treaty on Open Skies (OST).

These courses have become some of the most

distinctive RACVIAC arms control products

with an essential role in supporting further

confidence and security building in the South

East European region.

The theoretical part of the Open Skies Treaty Aerial

Observation Course, organised in cooperation with the
Ministry of Defence of Hungary with the financial
contribution of the Federal Republic of Germany and the

assistance of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of
Croatia, was held on-line on 3-5 November 2020.

RACVIAC cooperated closely with the Ministry of Defence
of Hungary and the MoDs of some other Members /
Associate Members in order to execute a successful
Course in the special circumstances of the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020.

The main purpose of the course was to train personnel
from SEE countries to plan, organize and execute an Aerial
Observation Mission based on the provisions of the OST,
thus increasing the administrative capacity in the field of
security cooperation.

The primary aim of the Course was to provide the
participants with a strong theoretical foundation with
regard to the Treaty as well as to deepen their knowledge
about some more practical implementation related issues.

The objectives of the course were:

• to provide an introduction to participants concerning
Arms Control in general;

• to recall the historical background and the development
of the OST as well as to put it into the wider context of
Arms Control;

• to provide the participants with information about the
cur ren t s i t ua t ion in the deve lopment and
implementation of the OST;

• to overview the specified elements of the OST,
highlighting the most comprehensive and commonly
followed rules and procedures of its execution;

• to enable participants to prepare and conduct mission

NEWSLETTER Issue 60
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planning (in accordance with the OST);

• to deepen contacts and build trust and confidence
between the representatives of national organizations
and agencies engaged in Arms Control and/or security-
and confidence-building measures;

• to increase transparency in the field of security
cooperation among SEE countries.

This year the Course addressed the issue of OST primarily
from a theoretical point of view but included some
practical planning aspects as well.

Opening the Course on behalf of RACVIAC, Major General
(ret.) Jeronim Bazo Director of RACVIAC, pointed out that
the Open Skies Treaty has been one of the most important
and effective military-political tools aimed at building trust
and increasing transparency worldwide. The Treaty,
together with the Vienna Document, has gained a
newfound relevance in the recent decades and years.

The first day of the Course was devoted to the more
comprehensive issue of non-proliferation and the wider
area of arms control in order to put the topic of the Open
Skies Treaty into context. This included an insightinter alia

concerning the state of affairs of arms control and CSBMs
as well as the historical background and role of the OST.
Information was also shared about the recent 4 OSth

Review Conference which took place 7-9 October 2020 in
Vienna. By the end of the day, the participants were
introduced to the basics of the Open Skies Treaty.

Following the theoretical basis the participants were
provided with on the first day, the second day aimed at
digging deeper into the details concerning the Treaty – still
staying on the theoretical level. The presentations got

more specific as the course went by, including Open Skies
quota (quota distribution); OS notifications, formats;
certif ication, pre-fl ight inspection, demo flight,
platforms/sensor suits; introduction of various OS
platforms and sensor suits; technical challenges.

The final, closing day of the Course was focusing on the
expert-level planning issues: the preparation of an OS
mission in theory, including topics like film processing,
duplication, access to information, the issue of
digitalization; meteo-briefing; mission planning (basic
information and considerations) and mission rundown.

The activity was conducted with the contribution of
excellent lecturers from Croatia, Germany (including

Germany's Mission to the OSCE) and Hungary and has
gathered altogether 45 participants from 11 countries. It
was mainly attended by senior and junior military as well as
civilian personnel dealing with OST from ministries of
defence, national defence forces and verification
agencies.

This was the first time that RACVIAC run only theoretical
part of the Course.

The values that we stand for (democracy, So
far RACVIAC has conducted 16 Open Skies

training activities and trained 238 junior and
senior officers involved in the planning or

execution of OST Missions.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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Seminar on Deradicalization and
Resocialization of FTFs

Violent extremism and radicalization leading to

terrorism, as well as terrorism itself, are by no

means new security challenges. However, in

the last decade, SEE and the whole of Europe

have witnessed significantly increased level of

these connected security threats.
Armed conflicts in Syria and Iraq, and fall of

large parts of these states under the effective

control of ISIL/Daesh and other terrorist

organizations boosted attraction of violent

extremist and terrorist propaganda, both online

and offline, for many people in SEE, mostly

young.
While all the countries of the Western Balkans

have been affected by the foreign fighter

phenomenon, some of them have shown a

higher vulnerability to mobilization into jihadi

militias. Almost two thirds of known Western

Balkans foreign fighters and family members

originate from Bosnia and Herzegovina and

Kosovo*.

*  This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence
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After ISIS had failed to achieve the goal of
establishing a caliphate and after losing

territories in Syria and Iraq, more research
needs to focus on evolving trends, what

remains of ISIS' ideology and online
recruitment strategies in the Western

Balkans.

Basic roadmap for creating deradicalization
and resocialization programme should

focus on risks and needs of returnees and
should have a clear vision of all the steps
that have to be taken and all the actors to

be involved.

*  This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence
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SEE region face an extensive disinformation
campaign and growing elements of right-wing
extremism and nationalism as well as a very

limited security cooperation between the
countries.

17 November 2020

Conference on Security Challenges
for Europe
COVID-19 pandemic is not an ordinary

challenge. It caused serious consequences not

only for public health but also for economies

and accordingly, for the ability to fund the

security needs.
This crisis has displayed the necessity of

continuous learning and adopting the best

solutions which will increase resilience and

enable our institutions to respond appropriately.
Besides the public health related measures,

strengthening public diplomacy and strategic

communication emerged as the most significant

areas of COVID-19 crisis management.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is not an ordinary
challenge. It causes serious consequences not

only for the public health but also for
economies and accordingly, for the ability to

fund the security needs.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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Besides the public health related measures,
strengthening public diplomacy and strategic

communication emerged as the most
significant areas of COVID-19 crisis

management.
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30 November - 1 December 2020

Since 2017, RACVIAC-Centre for Security

Cooperation in close partnership with the

Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), has

developed and conducted a series of trainings

on WMD Crime investigation Courses. The

need for organizing Weapons of Mass

Destruction (WMD) cyber related activities was

based on the conclusions of the C-WMD

Network meetings, where WMD cyber issues

were identified as a common modern threat.
The idea behind this project is to create a long-

term project with the aim to establish a self-

sustainable regional team of instructors who

will be able to deliver the trainings in the

countries of the SEE region in the future.

30

Counterproliferation Finance
Investigations Course

Based on the conclusions of the last year's Course and a
series of events organized within the C-WMD Network, and
in close partnership with the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency (DTRA) from the USA, RACVIAC organized the
Counterproliferation Finance Investigations Course from
30 November -1 December 2020.

The primary objective of this Course was to acquaint
enforcement authorities with financial techniques used to
pursue transnational investigations related to weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) and dual-use material.

Some of the specific objectives were:

• to develop an understanding of proliferation finance,
traditional international financial systems and
mechanisms as wel l as alternat ive f inancial
mechanisms, to include the use of virtual currency;

• To explore the use of sanctions and asset forfeiture and
financial investigative techniques and resources used
to counter transnational proliferation finance.

The Course was launched by RACVIAC Director Major
General (ret.) Jeronim Bazo who welcomed the
participants and extended his appreciation to DTRA and
International Counter proliferation Program for
continuous support to RACVIAC as well as to the team of
instructors from the USA who shared their invaluable
expertise with the participants.

“Countering the illicit WMD proliferation and their related

materials will not be effective unless all aspects linked to

their development, transporting and procurement are

addressed properly. One of these aspects is financing,

which is so crucial for the procurement of the illicit goods

and the technology needed for the development of the

WMD capabilities”, said RACVIAC director MG (ret.) Jeronim
Bazo in his opening remarks.

He continued saying: “Therefore, it is of utmost importance

to develop the capabilities in our region, to be well prepared

So far, a total of 91 personnel from different
national institutions of the South East European
countries have been trained on specific WMD

cyber issues in the period 2017-2020.
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to protect our countries' critical infrastructure, to detect

and to take the necessary measures against illegal, criminal

cyber activity and against terrorism or other forms of

destabilizing attacks”.

On behalf of the United States Defence Threat Reduction
Agency, Keith Falcetti who was the moderator of this
course, greeted all the participants and expressed his
gratitude to RACVIAC for the great job done in the region.

During the first day of the Course the participants learned
about the basics of current Counterproliferation Finance
environment. They also learned about Proliferation
International Finance Mechanism. Furthermore, they
learned about the Private Sector Outreach and
Proliferation Finance Tools and Resources.

On the second day of the Course, participants had the
opportunity to develop understanding on Money
Loundering, the use of Virtual Currency, Proliferation
Finance Prosecutions and other judicial actions, and in the
end they were presented the Korff Dark Web Case Study.

In accordance with the RACVIAC mission to foster dialogue
and cooperation on security matters in the SEE region, this
Course was an excellent opportunity for further
development of close regional cooperation on WMD cyber
security threats which is the only way forward for a strong
response to today's challenges to security leading to
building of trust and confidence, harmony and enhanced
synergy in our region.

It also gave the participants the possibility to gain better
knowledge from the experiences of experts from various
U.S. government agencies who have legal authority and
technical knowledge concerning cyber threats.

Due to the pandemic caused by COVID–19, this two-day
Course was held online via Microsoft TEAMS Platform and
gathered more than 20 participants, representing
different law enforcement agencies, judicial system,
customs and government financial sector from Albania,
Croatia, Germany, Montenegro, Turkey and Kosovo .*Countering the illicit WMD proliferation and

their related materials will not be effective
unless all aspects linked to their development,
transporting, procurement and financing are

addressed properly.

*  This Designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence

ACTIVITY REPORTS



8 December 2020
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Strategic Communication Course

Communication is fundamental to crisis

management. It provides clarity and direction

for employees, customers and partners in an

otherwise uncertain and confusing time. The

current COVID-19 pandemic situation has

shown the importance of strategic

communication.

Its key role during a crisis is to stabilize and

advance the organization by inspiring

confidence, earning trust and engaging

stakeholders. Clear, consistent communication

is vital to successfully maintain business

continuity and recover.

Strategic approach to crises implies looking
ahead, predicting, identifying, analysing and

conducting, at the same time developing
procedures that will help us prevent or

effectively handle crises.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS



Most important characteristics of proper
communication during crisis are quickness,

consistency and openness.

In order to manage crises successfully, it was
very important to build proactive, long-term,

and honest relationship with the media.

34
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9 December 2020

35

Conference on Conventional
Arms Control

In 2020, due to the outbreak of the COVID-19

pandemic, the 'Dayton Article IV Course' has

not been organized. However, as the states

parties to the Agreement on Sub-Regional

Arms Control wanted to keep the focus within

RACVIAC on the Agreement as well as on the

recent developments on arms control in

Europe, it had been proposed to hold a one-

day conference in VTC format on Conventional

Arms Control in Europe with focus on the

Agreement on Sub-Regional Arms Control.

Since the 2021 marks the 25th anniversary of

the signing of the Agreement, RACVIAC's

intention was to use this opportunity to

discuss how the Agreement on Sub-Regional

Arms Control can serve as a good model for

regional response on conventional security

challenges.

The Sub Regional Arms Control Agreement is
one of the most effective agreements of its

kind in the region and had made a great
contribution to the post conflict recovery of

this part of South Eastern Europe.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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During the implementation of Agreement on
Sub-Regional Arms Control in more than 20
years, around 10,000 pieces of arms were

destroyed, more than 700 inspections and 130
reduction inspections have been conducted, a

number of inspection quotas have been
reduced and about 1300 assistants provided
by OSCE Contributing States supported the

verification of the Agreement.
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The so called arms race in the region, usually
mentioned in the various media, is simply not
true, given the fact that all of the signatory

countries are well below the armament ceilings
allowed by the Agreement.

ACTIVITY REPORTS



10 December 2020

The security environment in Europe is

changing in fundamental ways, including a

steady growth of security challenges

emanating from various fields and areas. This

workshop aimed at exploring this

phenomenon, with special attention to

transnational threats (organized crime,

terrorism), migration, China's influence in the

Balkans and hybrid warfare. Moreover, this

event aimed towards enabling open and

comprehensive discussions on emerging

security challenges for NATO and EU, and in

South East European region in particular.

38

Workshop on NATO European Security
Challenges

The fact is that the SEE countries becoming
members of Euro-Atlantic community will
change the way NATO and EU look at this

partnership.
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With more than 17 000 migrants already
present in the Balkans the new arrivals added

up to a presence of 120 000 migrants /
refugees on the islands and the Greek

mainland, as estimated by UNHCR.

There are many actors who use hybrid warfare
to target SEE region. The reason behind is to
keep the region permanently on the cusp of
destabilization, making it unattractive for the

West and not suitable for further Euro-Atlantic
integrations.

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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15 December 2020

Seminar on Current PSSM Issues
and Ammunition Management

Surplus of Small Arms and Light Weapons and Conventional Ammunition that has exceeded its shelf life

presents a continued threat. For the past 10 years RACVIAC has been promoting the Physical Security

and Stockpile Management of arms, ammunitions and explosives in the SEE region.
The main purpose of these activities has been to train technical personnel to handle national stockpiles

implementing operational procedures and exchanging ideas on potential improvements of security and

management as well as to introduce the best international practices in the Physical Security and

Stockpile Management.
This year's event was set up with the perceived needs of the SEE region in mind and of course, within

the framework defined by our 'brave new world' in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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* Roadmap for a sustainable solution to the illegal possession, misuse and trafficking of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW)/firearms and their ammunition
in the Western Balkans (Roadmap)

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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Colonel Gerhard Schweiger has been seconded to RACVIAC by the Austrian MoD as a
Planning & Liaison Officer for Western Europe and International Organizations.

His previous assignment at the Austrian Joint Forces Command was within the Division
for Controlling, Evaluation & Inspection. Prior to that he served as, among other
appointments, the Austrian Defence Cooperation Attaché in Washington DC/ US, as
Deputy Defence Attaché in Paris/ France and as Chief CIMIC Centre in HQ Eurokorps.
After Graduation from the Military Academy in 1979 he served in different infantry units
and in various missions abroad, including tours in Cambodia and Western Sahara. He
held positions in the Regional Military Command of his home-province Styria and in the
Austrian MoD, Armaments Policy Division. Because of that, he completed numerous
national and foreign courses.

COL Schweiger holds a Master's degree in Security and Defence Management. He is
married, has two children and lives in Graz.

Lieutenant Colonel (ret.) Vesna Iveković joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security
Cooperation on June 1, 2020 as the substitute English Language Specialist. She joined
the Croatian Armed Forces as civilian in August 1995 and after being appointed Deputy
Commandant of the Foreign Language School of the Croatian Defence Academy she
became an active military officer. In 2003, she was appointed the Staff Officer duty in the
Office of the Chief of General Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces dealing with all the
English language matters in the General Staff, including consecutive and conference
interpreting for the CHOD. From 2014 to the end of 2019, LTC (ret.) Iveković served as
Education Officer in the Office of the Commandant of the Croatian Defence Academy.

Ms Zrinka Smeh Martinović has been seconded to RACVIAC by the Croatian MoD as
Activity Manager in the Security Sector Reform Pillar.

Her previous assignment at the Defence Policy Directorate was within the Crisis
Management Support Division and prior to that she was Head of Defence Policy
Department. After admission to MoD in 2009 she held various positions in Defence
Policy and Planning Sector. Because of that she completed numerous national and
foreign courses and was a member of different expert working groups. Prior to that, she
was working in private sector for 9 years.

Ms Smeh Martinović graduated from Biology Department of the in Faculty of Natural
Sciences and Mathematics at the University of Zagreb. She is married, has two children
and lives in Zagreb.

Major Sanja Kragujević joined RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation on July 1st
2020 as Chief of Administration and Finance Cell. She has been member of the Croatian
Armed Forces since 1999. During her career she was posted to different command and
staff duties in several units and headquarters. Before joining RACVIAC, MAJ Kragujević'
last duty was in Support Command G4 Section.

She is married and mother of two teenagers. She likes reading books especially about
running because she herself runs regularly.

WELCOME
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WELCOME

Colonel Deniz Öztürk has been seconded to RACVIAC as a Programme Manager for
Cooperative Security Environment with a focus on Arms Control Pillar on 1 August 2020.
Upon graduation from Turkish Military Academy in 1998, he was commissioned as an
Infantry 2nd Lieutenant. After graduation from Infantry School he was assigned as:
Platoon Commander, Deputy Team Commander, Team Commander, Professional
Development Planning Officer, Battalion Operations and Intelligence Officer,
International Military Relations Planning Officer and Battalion Commander. In addition to
national assignments his multinational assignments included NATO Special Operations
HQ in Mons/Belgium for one year in 2010 and Operation Inherent Resolve in Kuwait for
six months in 2017.

COL Öztürk is married and has two children.

Master Sergeant Tomislav Vodopija joined RACVIAC – Centre for Security Cooperation
on September 15th  2020 as Paying Agent in Administration and Finance Cell. He has
been member of the Croatian Armed Forces since 1994. During his career he was posted
to different NCO duties in several units and headquarters. His last duty before joining
RACVIAC was in Support Command G4 Section. He is married and father of one 5 years
old boy. He likes cycling, hiking and other outdoor sports.

Staff Sergeant Ante Peko was appointed driver at RACVIAC in August 2020. He was
born in 1968 and graduated from Economics High School. He joined the Croatian Armed
Forces in 1991 and took part in the Homeland War. During his professional career, he
held various positions, of which we will emphasize his participation in the Croatian
Mission to NATO. He came to RACVIAC after 13 years on operational and logistical NCO
duties in the Croatian Armed Forces. Mr. Peko is recreationally involved in running and
swimming and is interested in media research. He speaks English and French fluently,
and we have no doubt that he will use this position to further enrich his already vast
military and work experience.

Lieutenant Colonel Dimitrios Biris has been seconded to RACVIAC in November 2020
as a Programme Manager for Security Sector Reform Pillar.

He was admitted to the Hellenic Army Academy (Evelpidon) in 1991 and graduated in
1995, as an Infantry 2nd Lieutenant. As a junior officer, he served in the Infantry and the
Army Infantry School at Chalkida. During his career as a senior officer he served as a
staff officer in Cyprus National Defence General Staff, in 5/42 Infantry Regiment, in 80
Higher National Guard Battalion Command and in HNDGS/Operation Branch. In 2018, he
was appointed Commander of the 543rd Mechanized Infantry Battalion for two years.
He has successfully graduated from the Command and General Staff College and the
Hellenic Supreme Joint War College.

He is married and has a son and a daughter. He holds all the medals provided by the
rank of the Hellenic Armed Forces and the Medal for his service in Cyprus. He speaks
English and Italian.
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Major Božo Dukarić left RACVIAC on 15 June 2020, after spending three
years as an Activity Manager in the Security Sector Reform Pillar. During the
period spent in RACVIAC he demonstrated outstanding performance skills,
professionalism and dedication to smooth conduct of all the Pillar's activities.
He performed at a high level of accuracy, timeliness and expertise in
planning and organizing programme activities. Thanks to his extensive
professional knowledge and experience Major Dukarić also highly
contributed not only to raising the quality of the activities but also to
expanding network of RACVIAC partner organizations. We wish him all the
best in his future military career and look forward to seeing him at some of
our future activities.

Colonel Josef Pulko was seconded to RACVIAC from the Federal Ministry of
Defence of Austria in February 2019, assuming the position of the Planning &
Liaison Officer for Western Europe and International Organizations. In June
2020, after his tour of duty at RACVIAC has ended, he retired with honour.
During his time at the Centre Col Pulko displayed extraordinary
communication skills, professionalism, military bearing and courtesy of the
highest standard. He was always completing his tasks with great dedication
and enthusiasm. Devotion to his duty at RACVIAC was highly appreciated. Col
Pulko also proved to be an excellent team player, very good colleague and a
friend to all of us. It was a genuine pleasure to have worked with him. We wish
him all the best and a pleasant life in retirement.

After five years of service as Programme Manager in the International
and Regional Cooperation with a focus on Euro-Atlantic Integration
Pillar left RACVIAC in August 2020. HerMs Ana Ezhova Krzhaloska
professional capacities, knowledge and experience gained previously
through assignments in Ministry of Defence, allowed her to better
comprehend the military and political interrelations in the region and
better support implementation of RACVIAC mission of fostering security
dialogue and cooperation. She also demonstrated extensive knowledge
of contemporary and emerging transnational security threats, which
was crucial in planning and organization of the Programme of activities.
During the time spent in RACVIAC Ms Ezhova Krzhaloska was also a very
good colleague and friend to all of us. Thus, we would like to wish her
all the best in her future career and private life.

Colonel Servet Aya was seconded to RACVIAC as Programme Manager for the
Cooperative Security Environment with focus on Arms Control Pillar by the
Turkish General Staff in August 2017. He spent three years in this position.
During that time he demonstrated extraordinary professionalism, military
bearing and courtesy of the highest standards that presented a great
contribution to the smooth execution of the Pillar's activities. His outstanding
performance and organizational skills as well as in-depth knowledge of arms
control issues made him an indispensable asset to the Centre. We wish him all
the best both privately and professionally.

FAREWELL
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S Iva Vargaergeant left RACVIAC in August 2020 after serving one year as a
Driver/Administrator. She was always executing her tasks with professionalism and
military courtesy. She will be remembered as a polite and decent colleague,
dedicated to her duty.  RACVIAC wishes her all the best in her studies at the
University of Zagreb as well as in her future military career.

In September, with a modest farewell party we marked the end of tour of
duty of our colleague , who spent three years asS Senad Pašalićergeant
a Paying Agent in Admin and Finance Cell. He will be remembered as a
dedicated and professional colleague, always willing to assist others
whenever necessary. We would like to thank him for his professional
commitment and friendship, and we wish him all the best in his future
military career in the Croatian Armed Forces.

After three months of service completed hisMr Guillaume Dupire
internship in RACVIAC International and Regional Cooperation with a
focus on Euro Atlantic Integrations Pillar in December 2020. During that
period Guillaume demonstrated a high level of eagerness in all his tasks
in supporting the preparation of programme activities and coordinating
their implementation. We will remember him as a very friendly, kind and
decent young man able to carry out all of the duties assigned to him.
We would like to thank Guillaume for his professionalism, commitment
and friendship during his work at RACVIAC and wish him the best in
finishing his Master's studies of International Relations at the Catholic
University of Lille.

RACVIAC would like to thank to , an intern who spentMr Amar Chouehne
six weeks in the Security Sector Reform Pillar. We would like to thank
Amar for all the efforts he invested in order to support preparation of SSR
Pillar's activities and ensure their smooth execution. We sincerely hope
that the experience he has gained in RACVIAC will help him complete the
Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International Relations and
Diplomacy as soon as possible. We wish him all the best in his future life
and carrier.
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Follow us at:

CENTRE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION

twitter: ¹RACVIAC

fostering dialogue

and cooperation

on security matters


	korektura_No_60 01
	korektura_No_60 02
	Page 1

	korektura_No_60 03
	Page 1

	korektura_No_60 04
	korektura_No_60 05
	korektura_No_60 06
	korektura_No_60 07
	korektura_No_60 08
	korektura_No_60 09
	korektura_No_60 10
	korektura_No_60 11
	korektura_No_60 12
	korektura_No_60 13
	korektura_No_60 14
	korektura_No_60 15
	korektura_No_60 16
	korektura_No_60 17
	korektura_No_60 18
	korektura_No_60 19
	korektura_No_60 20
	korektura_No_60 21
	korektura_No_60 22
	korektura_No_60 23
	korektura_No_60 24
	korektura_No_60 25
	korektura_No_60 26
	korektura_No_60 27
	korektura_No_60 28
	korektura_No_60 29
	Page 1

	korektura_No_60 30
	korektura_No_60 31
	korektura_No_60 32
	korektura_No_60 33
	korektura_No_60 34
	korektura_No_60 35
	korektura_No_60 36
	korektura_No_60 37
	korektura_No_60 38
	korektura_No_60 39
	korektura_No_60 40
	korektura_No_60 41
	korektura_No_60 42
	korektura_No_60 43
	korektura_No_60 44
	korektura_No_60 45
	korektura_No_60 46
	korektura_No_60 47
	Page 1

	korektura_No_60 48

