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The seminar focuses on provisions of the Chemicelpdns Convention. It has been orgar zed
annually since 2004 in cooperation with the OPCWe TOPCW came into existence on 29 £ ril
1997, following the entry into force of the CWC. eTflCWC has four principal objectives: e
elimination of chemical weapons and the capacitgeaweelop them; the verification of chemical r n-
proliferation; international assistance and pratecin case of CW use; and international coopen tio
in peaceful use of chemical substances. This semsimaes as a forum for enhancing the reg inal
capacity building in the fight against CW. It algwovides an opportunity to discuss prac cal
challenges in building a response system to be @yegdlin a scenario of CW use or a threat of .se.
Each year the purpose of the seminar is differéhe 2012 seminar is a continuation of a fru ful
cooperation between RACVIAC and the OPCW in prongthe implementation of the CWC in S| E,
which directly helps to enhance regional stabilitgnsparency and trust.
The purpose of this seminar is to discuss releismutes related to the CWC and to provide a k -oad
overview of Chemical Weapons Convention implemeéataprocedures and a general look at spe :ific
conditions in the region.
Our objectives are:
e To clarify any uncertainties in the submissiohduicle X obligations of the CWC by thi
Member States to the OPCW;
e« To provide an update on issues relating to indais{Article VI) declarations under t e
CWC, including a review of Verification Informatidystem (VIS);
e Toinform the participants about the OPCW'’s citmittion to global anti-terrorism efforts
* To emphasize the importance of capacity buildinghim fight against Chemical Weap' ns
Agents (CWA) and Toxical Industrial Chemicals (T)@rough projects on national ¢ d
regional levels;
« To analyse updates on preparedness for Investigafid\lleged Use (IAU) and Delive y
of Assistance (DA) operations;
e To talk about regional support during IAU and DAt field;
» To inform about the assistance offered by countriethe region under Article X of tl e
CWC, and about their preparedness, reaction ting peovision of logistic support;
«  To execute training with table exercises on Delivef Assistance operations.

Approximately 35 participants, namely three froncreaf the following countries: Albania, Bos ia
and Herzegovina, Croatia, former Yugoslav Repuldfc Macedonid, Montenegro and Serb 1.
Representatives from each of the remaining MAG tes) the OSCE, relevant internatic 1al
organizations, and academics will also be invilldtey should be either senior and junior militarg n
civilian recommendation-makers dealing with CWQuiss and responsible for escorting inspec ons
from the Secretariat of the OPCW. The content @ #eminar will be of particular interest to
members of National Authorities dealing with deateons. The speakers will be representatives ¢ * the
OPCW.

The duration of the seminar is 4 days. It will coimsg presentations, discussions and exercises. 1 1e
seminar will provide an appropriate setting andasphere to encourage focused discussions. Th :
seminar working language will be English (STANAG323}.

Lieutenant Colonel Konstantinos Alexopoulos, Te0385 1 333 0 822, Fax: 00385 1 333 0 829:
E-mail Address: kalexopoulos@racviac.org, Wetuw.racviac.org

* Turkey recognizes the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.



